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Government  and  Officers 

OF  THE 

City  of  Attleboro 

FOR  1934 


Mayor 

Stephen  H.  Foley 126  South  Main  Street 

Term  expires  January,  1935 

City  Clerk 

Miss  Annie  A.  Wheeler 
Term  expires  January,  1935 

City  Treasurer  and  Assistant  City  Clerk 

William  Marshall 
Term  expires  January,  1935 


City  Collector 

. Franlv  F*..Bla?k?utpr> 

Te*i*n  ex{j<est  January; 4 ?935 

Councillors,  at^  Large  •> 

, Stephen*  T} . * Garner*  \ V 
Edwin'S’  Money*  * 

Joseph  F.  Rioux 

Thomas  G.  Sadler 

George  A.  Sweeney,  President 

James  V.  Toner 


Ward  Councilmen 


Ward  1 G.  Dallas  Jencks 

Ward  2 Earl  L.  Swift 

Ward  3 James  A,  Freeman 

Ward  4 John  W.  McIntyre 

Ward  5 Russell  E.  Brennan 


School  Committee 

Reginald  P.  Dakin 
Mrs.  Lida  H.  Holbrook 

Mrs.  Alice  Stobbs 
Terms  expire  January,  1935 


Leonard  I.  Lamb 
Mrs.  Rena  Rounseville 


Edwin  F.  Thayer,  Chairman  George  E.  Nerney 

Leland  B.  Smith  Mrs.  Margaret  Conro 

Terms  expire  January,  1937 
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APPOINTED  OFFICIALS 

Assessors 

Herbert  L.  Perry,  Chairman 
Term  expires  January,  1935 
John  J.  Hodge 
Term  expires  January,  1936 
Isaac  H.  Bruce 
Term  expires  January,  1937 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

James  F.  Murphy 
Charles  A.  Bowen,  Chairman 
Term  expires  February,  1937 
Alfred  H.  Patterson 
Term  expires  February,  1935 
Frederick  J.  Franz,  Almoner 

City  Physician 
Dr.  Fernand  H.  Longpre 
Term  expires  February,  1935 
Resigned  January  1,  1935 

Health  Officer 

Dr.  William  O.  Hewitt 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

Fire  Department — Fire  Engineers 

Fred  A.  Clark,  Chief 
Term  expires  February,  1938 
Williai#  E.‘«  |>We6riey,|  Chairman  \ ' 

Terjn ;^pir§§* E^bruafcy,-  £936' ; , , ; ; ; / 1 * 

Leonard  Gould 
Term  ^ expires,  February,;  1937 
\t  \ Craig  2&pe  I ; : ; , ' : ; 

TermJexpirds.'ffebruany,'  1935-  • ' , , ' 

Joseph  H.  Newcomb,  Supt.  of  Fire  Alarm 

Police  Department 

Terence  E.  Flanagan,  Chief  and  Lockup  Keeper 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

Public  Works  Department 

John  O.  Taber,  Jr.,  Supt. 

Term  expires  February,  1936 

Auditor 

Ephraim  S.  J.  Randall 
Elected  by  the  Council 
Term  expires  February,  1936 

Inspector  of  Buildings 

Fred  A.  Clark 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Daniel  O’Connell 
Term  expires  February,  1935 
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Board  of  Registrars 
Arthur  F.  Connelly 
Term  expires  February,  1836 
Alfred  J.  Laliberte 
Term  expires  February,  1938 
Thomas  F.  Nolan 
Term  expires  February,  1937 
Mrs.  Eva  L.  Kent,  Clerk 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

City  Solicitor 
Henri  G.  Proulx 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

Park  Commissioners 

Samuel  M.  Stone,  Chairman 
Term  expires  February,  1935 
Harry  C.  Wolfenden 
Term  expires  February,  1936 
Dr.  Charles  A.  Mooers 
Term  expires  February,  1937 

Recreation  Commissioners 

Walter  M.  Kendall 
Term  expires  February,  1936 
Thomas  H.  Moore 
Term  expires  February,  1937 
John  J.  Hodge,  Chairman 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

Trustees  of  Public  Library 

Miss  Edith  L.  Claflin  Raymond  M.  Horton 

Mrs.  Winthrop  F.  Barden 
Terms  expire  February,  1936 
Hayward  H.  Sweet 

Frederick  V.  Murphy,  M.  D.  Caroline  S.  Holden 

Terms  expire  February,  1937 

Mrs.  Margaret  Conro  William  L.  King 

Edwin  F.  Leach,  Chairman 
Terms  expire  February,  1935 

City  Forester  and  Moth  Superintendent 

W illiam  E.  S.  Smith 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

Forest  Warden 

Fred  A.  Clark 

Term  expires  February,  1935 

Soldiers’  Relief  and  Burial  Agent 

Frederick  C.  W ilmarth 
Resigned  July  17,  1934 
Louis  R.  W ilmarth 
Term  expires  February,  1935 


Soldiers’  Relief  Agent  Elected  by  the  Council 
Planning  Board 

Lewis  S.  Chilson,  Chairman  Milford  E.  Bliss 

Terms  expire  February,  1937 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Mullaly  Edgar  A.  Remington 

Terms  expire  February,  1936 

Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Hammond  Robert  W.  Mawney 

Terms  expire  February,  1935 
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Inspector  of  Animals 

Dr.  Frederick  L.  Briggs 
Term  expires  March  31,  1935 

Fence  Viewers  and  Field  Drivers 

Henry  D.  Butterworth  Olof  Wendell 

Albert  N.  Dennis 
Terms  expire  February,  1935 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark 

James  H.  Hoddie  Harold  Demers 

Terms  expire  February,  1935 

Caretaker  of  Graves,  Civil,  Spanish  and  World  War  Veterans 

Edward  D.  Parmenter 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

City  Stenographer 

Pearl  F.  Fales 
Term  expires  February,  1935 
Elected  by  the  Council 

City  Messenger 
Frank  J.  Donnelly 
Term  expires  February,  1935 
Elected  by  the  Council 

Pound  Keeper 

Mrs.  Addie  Hoyle 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

City  Representatives  on  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Attleboro  Hospital 

William  Marshall,  ex-officio 
Elected  by  the  Council 

Stephen  H.  Foley  George  A.  Sweeney 

Terms  expire  February,  1935 

Trustees  of  the  Capron  and  Deborah  Starkey  Funds 

All  ex-officiis 

Stephen  H.  Foley,  Mayor 
William  Marshall,  City  Treasurer 
Edwin  F.  Thayer,  Chairman  of  School  Committee 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 

Elected  by  the  Council 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
Term  expires  February,  1937 
Fred  L.  Torrey 
Term  expires  February,  1936 
Ernest  D.  Gilmore 
Term  expires  February,  1935 

Sewer  Loan  Commission 

Elected  by  the  Council 
Stephen  H.  Foley,  Mayor,  ex-officio 
William  Marshall,  City  Treasurer,  ex-officio 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
Term  expires  February,  1937 
Fred  L.  Torrey 
Term  expires  February,  1936 
Ernest  D.  Gilmore 
Term  expires  February,  1935 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
1934 

Committee  on  Finance,  Accounts  and  School  Matters 

James  V.  Toner,  Chairman  Stephen  H.  Garner 

Thomas  G.  Sadler 

Committee  on  Streets  and  Bridges 

James  A.  Freeman,  Chairman  Joseph  F.  Rioux 

Thomas  G.  Sadler 

Committee  on  Water  Supply 

Stephen  H.  Garner,  Chairman  James  A.  Freeman 

Joseph  F.  Rioux 

Committee  on  Sewers  and  Drains 

John  W.  McIntyre,  Chairman  Edwin  H.  Money 

James  A.  Freeman 

Committee  on  Lighting,  Sidewalks  and  Signs 

G.  Dallas  Jencks,  Chairman  Earle  L.  Swift 

Edwin  H.  Money 

Committee  on  Fire  and  Police  Departments 

Joseph  H.  Rioux,  Chairman  G.  Dallas  Jencks 

James  V.  Toner 

Committee  on  Licenses 

Edwin  H.  Money,  Chairman  Russell  E.  Brennan 

John  W.  McIntyre 

Committee  on  Ordinances,  Elections  and  Legislative  Matters 

Russell  E.  Brennan,  Chairman  John  W.  McIntyre 

James  V.  Toner 

Committee  on  Health  and  Poor  Departments,  State  Aid  and  Soldiers’  Relief 

Thomas  G.  Sadler,  Chairman  Earle  L.  Swift 

Russell  E.  Brennan 

Committee  on  Claims  and  Street  Railways 

Earle  L.  Swift,  Chairman  G.  Dallas  Jencks 


Stephen  H.  Garner 
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Treasurers  Report 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  ending  1934,  together  with  a statement  showing  the  amount  which 
the  City  is  within  the  debt  limit,  a classified  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the 
amount  of  interest  and  debt  to  be  paid  in  1935. 

REVENUE 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1934 $ 50,112.41 

Receipts  for  the  year  1934: 

Taxes 


Current  Year 

Property 

Poll 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax. 
Previous  Years 

Property 

Poll 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  — 

Old  Age  Assistance  Tax 

From  the  State 

Corporations 

Bank  and  Trust  Co 

Income  Tax 

Reimbursement  for  loss  of 

taxes 

From  Tax  Titles 


$ 624,236.33 
11,159.00 
23,757.79 

196,312.51 

1,692.75 

1,886.31 

780.00 

36,167.47 

843.75 

68,426.55 

6.43 

39,019.10 


Total  from  Taxes  . . 


81,004,287.99 


Licenses  and  Permits 

Licenses  , „ ^ 

Dog  Licenses  ...  .$3,146.20 
Liquor  Licenses  . 17,321 . 68 
Sundry  Licenses. . 1,788.59  $ 


22,256.47 


Permits 
Marriage 
Building. 
All  other 


$ 476.00 
422.00 
276.25 


1,174.25 


Totals  from  Licenses  and  Permits ...  $ 23,430 . 72 


Fines  and  Forfeits 

Court 


789.42 


Grants  and  Gifts 

From  State  A ~ 1 rn1 

Dept,  of  Education— Cont.  Sch.  $ 1 ,591  76 

For  Vocational  Education 

U.  S.  Grant $ 250.55 

Dist.  of  Federal. 

(Gmoney)..EUZey  825.00  * 1,075.55 


Veterans’  Exemptions 

Distribution  of  Federal  Emer- 
gency Rel.  Fund 


93.56 

17,106.28 


789.42 
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Gifts  from  Individuals: 

For  Capron  Park. $1,675. 00 
For  Hayward  Field . 500 . 00 
For  Horton  Field  262 . 50 
For  Pub.  Welf. 

Dept 4.60 

Legacy  under  will. 

of  John  Eden . . 58.40  $ 2,500 . 50 


Total  from  Grants  and  Gilts $ 

Special  Assessments 

For  Expenses 

M oth  Extermination $ 116.25 

Sewers 511.60 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 1,629 . 27 


Total  from  Special  Assessments $ 

Privileges 

Use  of  streets  for  underground 

wires $ 25.00  $ 

Departmental 

General  Government 

Collector $ 2,770.82 

City  Clerk 826.10 


Total  from  General  Government . . $ 


Protection  of  Life  and  Property 
Inspection 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures   $ 

Health  and  Sanitation 
Health 

Tuberculosis  (from  State) ....  $ 
Contagious  Diseases 


267.64  $ 


1,268.57 

12.00 


Total  from  Health  and  Sanitation  $ 


Charities 
City  Farm 

Sale  of  Produce $ 19.25 

All  other 5.00 

Reimbursement  for  Relief  Given 

From  other  Cities  & Towns.  . 11,763.93 

From  the  State 22,985 . 04 

Reimbursement  for  Mothers  Aid 

From  the  State 6,761 . 16 

Old  Age  Assistance 

From  other  Cities  & Towns . . 344 . 00 

From  the  State 8,387 . 33 


Total  from  Charities $ 

Soldiers’  Benefits 

State  Aid $ 420 . 00 

Military  Aid 332 . 50 


22,367.65 

2,257.12 
25. 00 

3,596.92 

267.64 

1,280.57 


50,295.71 


Total  from  Soldiers’  Benefits 


752.50 
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Education 

Tuition  of  children  (State).  . .$  737.72 

Other  Tuitions  (Town) 220.00 

Vocational  School 7.10 

Sale  of  Text  Books  & Sup. . . . 398.90 

Sale  of  Cement 229 . 86 

Miscellaneous 154.10 


Total  from  Education $ 


Libraries 

Fines  and  Rentals $ 713.82 

Miscellaneous 7.76 


Total  from  Libraries 


Recreation 

Playgrounds S 10.00 

Total  from  Recreation 


Unclassified 

Rents  of  Public  Property $ 1,064.00 

Toward  expense  of  Attleboro 

Exposition 500 . 00 

Land  damage  at  Mirimichi 1.00 

Sale  of  City  Property  taken  for 

taxes 144.00 

Water  Lien 336 . 62 

On  account  of  removal  of  rails . . . 500 . 00 


Total  from  Unclassified 


Public  Service  Enterprises 

Water 

Income  from  sales  of  water $ 107,075.34 

Pipe  and  Labor 3,199.33 


Total  of  Public  Service  Enterprises . . . J 


Interest 

On  Deferred  Taxes $ 9,475.43 

On  Deferred  Water  Rates 609.97 

On  Deferred  Special  Assess- 
ments  601.60 

On  Soldiers  Bonus  Fund  Acct.. . 434.62 

Acc.  Int.  on  Sub.  Water.  Sup. 

Bds 57.69 

On  Certificate  of  Deposit 233 . 15 


Total  from  Interest 


AGENCY 

From  the  County 
Dog  Licenses . . 


1,747.68 


721.58 


10.00 


2,545.62 


110,274.67 


11,412.46 


$ 2,439.02  $ 


2,439.02 
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Municipal  Indebtedness 

Temporary  Loans  in  anticipa- 
tion of  Revenue  of  1934 $ 600,000.00 

Premium  on  Bonds 26.63 


$ 600,026.63 

Sinking  and  Sewer  Investment  Fund 

From  Commissioners  to  meet 
loans  and  interest  on  Public 
Service  Enterprises 

Refunds 

General  Departments 

From  Public  Works  Dept $ 

From  Public  Welfare  Dept. 

Mothers  Aid $ 8.64 

Outside  Relief  . . . 1,510.43 
Old  Age  Assist.  . . 55.75  $ 


From  Soldiers’ Relief 399.00 

From  Auditing  Dept 11.00 

From  Fire  Dept 2.76 

From  Health  Dept 53.00 

From  Finberg  Park 1.04 


$ 2,239.39  $1,871,058.29 


$ 30,290.00 

197.77 

1,574.82 


Total  cash  on  hand  January  1,  1934  and  receipts 
for  the  year  1934 $1,921,170.70 


Payments  for  the  year  1934 $1,872,077.91 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1935 49,092.79 


$1,921,170.70 


NON-REVENUE 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1934. ...  $ 41,752.97 

Receipts  for  the  year:- 
Municipal  Indebtedness 
Subterranean  Water  Supply 

Bonds $ 35,500 . 00 

Transfer 

Revenue  to  Non-Revenue 50.00 


35,550.00 


Total  of  cash  on  hand  January  1,  1934  and  receipts 
for  the  year  1934 $ 


Payments  for  the  year  1934 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1935. . . 


$ 10,597.95 

66,723.02 


77,302.97 
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DEBT  STATEMENT 

Gross  City  Debt  January  1,  1934.  $1,161,000.00 

Tax  Notes  issued  during  the  year . $ 600,000.00 
Bonds  Issued 

For  subterranean  Water  Supply . 35,500 . 00  635,500 . 00 


$1,796,500.00 

Paid  on  above  debt  during  the  year 784,000 . 00 


Gross  debt  January  1,  1935 $1,012,500.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets  :- 

Water  Loan $ 138,781 . 28 

Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 55,922.50 


194,703.78 

Net  City  Debt  January  1,  1935 $ 817,796.22 


AMOUNT  OF  DEBT  AUTHORIZED  BY  SPECIAL  LAWS 
AND  NOT  SUBJECT  TO  THE  DEBT  LIMITATIONS 


Water  Loan  Bonds $ 399,000 . 00 

Sewerage  Loan  Bonds 105,000.00 

Street  Railway  Loan  Bonds  (N.  T. 

& A.) 5,000.00 

School  Loan,  Act  of  1921  Bonds 

(Lincoln  School) 94,000 . 00 

Municipal  Relief  Loan 128,000 . 00 

Loans  in  anticipation  of  Taxes. . . . 100,000.00 


Less  Water  Sinking  Fund  and 
Sewer  Assessment  Fund 


$ 831,000.00 
194,703.78 


Net  debt  not  subject  to  debt  limitations $ 

Net  debt  Jan.  1,  1935,  subject  to  debt  limitations $ 

Borrowing  capacity,  (2|%  of  the 
average  valuation  for  past  three 

years) $ 657,234.00 

Net  Debt  Jan.  1, 1935,  subject  to  debt  limitation . . . 181,500 . 00 


636,296.22 

181,500.00 


Borrowing  capacity  January  1,  1935 


$ 475,734.00 


The  total  debt  is  as  follows  :- 


Water  Bonds: 

3|%  Bonds  due  Mar.  1,  1935 $ 100,000.00 

3^%  Bonds  due  Nov.  1,  1935 50,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  Dec.  1,  1935-1940 19,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  July  1,  1935-1941 19,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  Feb.  1,  1935-1943 157,500.00 

4£%  Bonds  due  Feb.  1,  1935-1940 18,000.00 

2\%  Bonds  due  Sept.  1,  1935-1939 35,500.00  • 


$ 399,000.00 
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Sewer  Bonds: 

4 % Bonds  due  July  1,  1935-1940 $ 36,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1935-1941 21,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  July  1,  1935-1942 48,000.00 


$ 105,000.00 

Street  Ry.  Loan  Bonds,  (N.  T.  A.  st.  Ry.)  due 


Nov.  15,  1935-1939 $ 5,000 . 00 

4 % School  Loan  Acts  of  1921  Bonds  due  Aug. 

1,  1935-1940  (Lincoln  School) 30,000.00 

4|%  School  Loan,  Acts  of  1921  Bonds  due  Aug.  1, 

1935-1945  (Lincoln  School) 64,000 . 00 

4 % Hebronville  School  House  Bonds  due  Feb.  1, 

1935-1947 104,000.00 

4 % Surface  Drainage  Bonds  due  Sept.  1,  1935- 

1937 3,000.00 

4j%  Bank  and  Water  St.  Bridge  Bonds  due  Dec. 

1,  1935-1937 6,000.00 

3\%  Macadam  Pavement  Bonds  due  Aug.  1,  1935- 

1936 16,000.00 

3|%  Street  Loan  Bonds  due  Sept.  1, 1935-1941 ....  52,500.00 

3%%  Municipal  Relief  Loan  due  Sept.  1,  1935-1938.  128,000.00 


Notes  in  anticipation  of  Taxes 

Notes  dated  Aug.  28,  1934  and  due  Aug.  7,  1935 
Discounted  at  1.29% $ 100,000.00 


$ 

$ 


408,500.00 

100,000.00 


$1,012,500.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets: 

Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund 138,781.28 

Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 55,922.50 


$ 194,703.78 


Total  Net  Debt  January  1,  1935 $ 817,796.22 


CLASSIFIED  STATEMENT  OF  DEBT  AND  AMOUNT  TO  BE 
PAID  ON  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  DURING  THE  YEAR  1935 


Jan.  1,  1935 


W ater  Loan  Bonds $ 399,000 . 00 

Sewerage  Loan  Bonds 105,000 . 00 

Street  Railway  Loan  Bonds  (N.  T. 

&A.  St.  Ry.) 5,000.00 

School  Loan,  Act  of  1921  Bonds 

(Lincoln  School) 94,000 . 00 

Hebronville  School  House  Bonds . . 104,000 . 00 

Surface  Drainage  Eonds 3,000 . 00 

Bank  & Water  St.  Bridge  Bonds.  . 6,000.00 

Macadam  Pavement  Bonds 16,000 . 00 

Street  Loan  Bonds 52,500 . 00 

Municipal  Relief  Loan 128,000 . 00 

Notes  in  anticipation  of  taxes 100,000.00 


Principal 
Payable 
x$185,000.00 
*16,000 . 00 

1,000.00 

9.000. 00 

8.000. 00 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 
8,000.00 
7,500.00 

32,000.00 

100,000.00 


Interest 
Payable 
$12,410.00 
J3,940 . 00 


225.00 

3.920.00 
4,000.00 

120.00 

255.00 

560.00 
1,837.50 

4.480.00 


$1,012,500.00  $ 369,500.00  $ 31,747.50 

*$  8,000.00  to  be  paid  from  the  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund. 

1$  _1,970.00  to  be  paid  from  the  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund, 
x $150,000.00  to  be  paid  from  Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund. 
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TRUST FUNDS 
Deborah  Starkey  Fund 

Dr. 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1934 $ 1,125.63 

Interest  on  principal  of  fund  from  October  1,  1933  to 
October  1,  1934 39.73 


$ 1,165.36 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1935 

Deposit  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 


Principal  of  F und $ 1 ,000 . 00 

Income 165 . 36 


$ 1,165.36 


Everett  S.  Horton  Fund 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1934 $ 7,500.00 

Received — 

Interest — Attleborough  Savings  Bank 262 . 50 


$ 7 762  50 

Paid  to  City  of  Attleboro — For  Horton  Field 262 . 50 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1935 
Invested  in  Attleborough  Sav.  & Loan  Assn.  Shares.  . 7,500.00 


$ 7,762.50 


Ruth  Holden -Alice  Illingworth  Haskell 
Memorial  Nursing  Fund 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1934 $ 4,707.15 

Received : 

For  Interest 

On  U.  S.  Liberty  Loan  Bonds $ 25.50 

On  Savings  Bank  Deposits 141.59  167  09 


Payment  of  Bonds 1,200.00 


$6,074.24 


Deposited  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 1,200.00 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1935 
Invested  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 4,874.24 


$ 6,074.24 

Soldiers  Bonus  Tax  Refund 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1934 $13,334.34 

Received  from:- 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  Interest  to  Dec.  1, 

1934  on  deposit $ 192 . 52 

Attleborough  Savings  Bank  Interest  to 

Oct.  1,  1934  on  deposit 242.10  434.62 


$13,768.96 
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Expenditures 

City  of  Attleboro — General  Account 
Interest  on  Fund  to  October  1,  1934  in 
Attleborough  Savings  Bank  to  be 
credited  to  Estimated  Revenue  as  per 

vote  of  Council  of  August  9, 1929 242 . 10 

Interest  on  Fund  to  Dec.  1,  1934  in  Attle- 
boro Trust  Co.,  Savings  Account,  to  be 
credited  to  Estimated  Revenue  as  per 

vote  of  Council  of  August  6, 1929 192 . 52  $ 434 . 62 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1935:- 
On  deposit  in  Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  Sav- 
ings Department $ 6,417.17 

On  deposit  in  the  Attleborough  Savings 

Bank 6,917.17  $13,334.34 


$13,768.96 


Margaret  Spangler  Fund 

Received  from:- 

Attleborough  Savings  Bank,  interest  to  October  1,  1934 

on  $5,000.00  according  to  terms  of  gift $ 175.00 

Paid  to:- 

City  of  Attleboro  for  care,  etc.,  of  baseball  grounds  at 
Capron  Park $ 175.00 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL,  Treasure  r 


CAPRON  FUND 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council  :- 

I hereby  submit  a statement  of  the  Capron  Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
be  used  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  Capron  Park. 

CASH  ACCOUNT 
Receipts 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1934 $ 1,508.32 

Received  for 


Interest  on  Investments 

.$  2,699 

.75 

Payments  on 

Mortgage  notes $ 100.00 

Bonds 5000.00 

5,100 

.00 

Mortgage  Notes  discharged 

. 1,200. 

00 

Recording  discharge  of  mortgage 

Wm.  J.  & M.  L.  Annon’s  1934  taxes 

1. 

.00 

447. 

.20 

Cash  withdrawn 

From  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 

. 6,000 

.00 

$15,447.95 


$16,956.27 
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Investments 

Savings  Banks 

Attleboro  Trust  Co 
Mortgage  Notes.  . . 


Deposited  in  Attleborough  Sav.  Bank 5,800 . 00 

Payment  to  City — for  Capron  Park 1,500.00 

Cost  of  collecting  bonds 1.32 

Recording  discharge  and  mortgage 3.09 

Wm.  J.  & M.  L.  Annon’s  1934  tax 447.20 


Disbursements 

$1160.29 

318.91 

7200.00  $ 8,679.20 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1935 


$16,430.81 

525.46 


PRINCIPAL  OF  FUND 


Principal  January  1,  1935 

Invested  in 

Mortgage  Notes  at  6% $13,100.00 

Deposits  in  Savings  Banks  and  Trust  Co 21,021 .95 

Attleborough  Sav.  & Loan  Assn.  Shares 3,500.00 

Bonds 7,000.00 


INCOME 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1934 

Cash,  Checking  Account $ 1,508 . 32 

On  Deposit  in  Savings  Bank  and  Trust 

Company 21,842.46 


Received 

Interest  on  Investments $ 2,699.75 

Recording  Discharge  of  Mortgage 1.00 

Wm.  J.  & M.  L.  Annon’s  1934  tax 447.20 


$23,350 . 78 


$ 3,147.95 


Disbursements 


Payment  to  City  for  Capron  Park $ 1,500 .00 

Cost  of  collecting  bonds 1.32 

Recording  Discharge  and  Mortgage 3.09 

Wm.  J and  M.  L.  Annon’s  1934  tax 447.20 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1935, 


$ 1,951.61 


invested  as  follows 

Deposits  in  Savings  Bank $18,761 .69 

Attleboro  Trust  Company,  Savings 

Department 5,259 . 97 

Cash  on  hand,  Checking  Account 525 . 46 

$24,547.12 


$16,956.27 

$44,621.95 

$44,621.95 


$26,498 . 73 


$26,498 . 73 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL,  Treasurer. 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council : 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  1934,  together 
with  a table  showing  investments  held  by  the  same. 

WATER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND 

CASH  ACCOUNT 
Receipts 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1934 $ 2,234.55 

Interest  and  Income  earned  $ 4,738.41 

• 

Payments  on 

Mortgage  Notes $22,100.00 

Bonds 8,500.00  30,600.00 


Sale  of  Securities 25,000 . 00 

Premiums  on  Securities 435 . 00 

Accrued  Interest  on  Securities  sold 256 . 08 

Yearly  appropriation  for  Sinking  Fund 10,000.00 


$71,029.49 

$73,264.04 


Disbursements 

Deposited  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank $ 6,319.41 

Discount  on  Securities  Sold 717.51 

Cost  of  collecting  bonds 2.17 

Paid  City  Treasurer,  for  Water  Bonds  due  October  1, 

1934 20,000.00 

Certificates  of  Deposit 

Attleboro  Trust  Company $15,00 . 00 

First  National  Bank  of  Attleboro 20,000 . 00  35,000 . 00 


$62,039.09 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1935 11,224.95 


$73,264.04 


SECURITIES  HELD  BY  THE  WATER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  1934, 
together  with  a table  showing  the  investments  held  by  the  same. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENT  INVESTMENT  FUND 

CASH  ACCOUNT 
Receipts 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1934 $ 3.85 

Interest  and  meonre  earned $ 2,551 .98 

Cash  withdrawn 

From  Bristol  County  Savings  Bank $ 5,000.00 

From  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 2,909.15  7,909.15 


$10,461 . 13 


$10,464.98 


Disbursements 

Deposited  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank $ 174.98 

Amount  applied  to  the  payment  of  Sewer  Bonds  due  in 

1934 8,000.00 

Amount  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  due  in  1934  on 
Sewer  Bonds 2, 290 . 00 


$10,464.98 
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Value  of  Fund  January  1,  1935 $ 55,922.50 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL,  Treasurer. 
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Report  of  the  City  Clerk 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  clerk  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934. 

Receipts 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Sale  of  second  hand  motor  vehicles $ 42.00 

Hackney  carriage  and  express  licenses 41.00 

Sale  of  articles  on  the  Lord’s  Day 335.00 

Victuallers’  and  Innholders 126.55 

Bowling  alleys  and  pool  tables 160.00 

Auctioneers 14.00 

Junk 100.00 

Dealers  in  second  hand  furniture 6.00 

Theatre 100.00 

Circus 25.00 

Sunday  entertainments 153.00 

Storage  and  sale  of  gasoline 62.75 

Awnings  and  signs 73.00 

Marriage 476.00 

Transient  vendor 3.04 

Sale  of  firearms 1.00 

Carnivals 3.00 

Automobile  races 50.00 

Wrestling 2.00 

Sundry  permits 89.50 

Shuft.e  Board  and  Golf  Driving  Ranges 30.00 

Exhibitions 5.00 

Sale  of  Articles  on  the  Streets 2.00 


$1,899.84 

Recording  mortgages,  etc $194.00 

Certified  copies  of  records 63.25 

Transfer  of  dog  licenses  and  notices .80 

Registration  in  medicine .50 

*Fees  for  issuing  dog  licenses 279.80 

JFees  for  issuing  sporting  licenses 205.25 

Sale  of  Voting  Lists 77.50 


$ 821.10 


Paid  to  City  Treasurer $2,720 . 94 
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*The  sum  of  $3,416.00  was  received  for  dog  licenses  and  paid  to  the  City  Treas- 
urer less  fees  retained  for  issuing  same. 

JThe  sum  of  $1,967.75  was  received  for  issuing  sporting  and  trapping  licenses 
and  paid  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game,  State  of  Massachusetts,  less 
fees  retained  by  city  for  issuing  same. 


The  number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  recorded  is  as  follows : 


Marriages 291 

Births 458 

Deaths 305 


Conforming  to  the  requirements  of  Section  17  of  the  Charter,  I submit 
herewith  a record  of  the  attendance  of  members  at  the  meetings  of  the  Municipal 
Council  during  the  year  1934: 

Number  of  Meetings 


Names  of  Members  Attended 

Total  number  of  meetings 27 

Russell  E.  Brennan 27 

James  A.  Freeman 24 

Stephen  H.  Garner 20 

G.  Dallas  Jencks 26 

John  W.  McIntyre 19 

Edwin  H.  Money t 27 

Joseph  F.  Rioux 23 

Thomas  G.  Sadler 23 

George  A.  Sweeney 26 

Earle  L.  Swift 21 

James  V.  Toner 23 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  A.  WHEELER, 

City  Clerk. 
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Annual  Report 

OF 

THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 

OPERATING  THE 

STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 

FOR  THE  CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 

19  3 4 


Superintendent — Miss  G.  G.  Rice,  R.  N. 


OFFICERS 

HAROLD  E.  SWEET,  President 

ALBERTA  REMINGTON  CARPENTER,  Vice-President 

FRED  L.  WETHERELL,  Treasurer 

FRANCIS  G.  RUGGLES,  Clerk  and  Assistant  Treasurer 


TRUSTEES 


H.  Dean  Baker 
Lloyd  G.  Balfour 
V illiam  H.  Bannon 
Randolph  E.  Bell 
Fred  E.  Briggs 
Alberta  R.  Carpenter 
Joshua  W.  Clarke,  M.  D. 
Blanche  Daggett 
Rosella  Mason 
Joseph  Finberg 
Ernest  D.  Gilmore 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
William  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D. 
Raymond  M.  Horton 
Walter  M.  Kendall 


Etta  F.  Kent 
Annie  G.  King 
William  J.  Luther 
Rev.  Thomas  McNulty 
Geneva  E.  Murnhy 
Frederick  V.  Murphy,  M.  D. 
Rev.  James  M.  Quinn 
Edgar  A.  Remington 
Gertrude  F.  Ryder 
Alice  H.  Stobbs 
Samuel  M.  Stone 
Florence  M.  Sweet 
Harold  E.  Sweet 
Edwin  F.  Thayer 
Beatrice  W.  Wilmarth 


THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

Joseph  Finberg  William  J.  Luther 

Edwin  F.  Thayer  Samuel  M.  Stone 

Victor  R.  Glencross  Harold  E.  Sweet 

These  latter  with  the  following  ex-officio  members,  Mayor  Stephen  H. 
Foley,  George  E.  Sweeney,  representing  the  Municipal  Council  and  William 
Marshall,  City  Treasurer,  constitute  the  administrative  board  of  the  hospital. 
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TRAINING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  FOR  NURSES 

Mrs.  Esther  Stone,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Nettie  Gilmore  Thomas  O.  Mullaly 

Mrs.  Gertrude  F.  Ryder  Claude  Smith 

Miss  Irene  Battey  Mrs.  Lillian  Briggs 

Mrs.  Margaret  Armstrong 


CONSULTING  STAFF 


William  M.  Conant,  M.  D..  . . 
Daniel  Fiske  Jones,  M.  D.... 
Harry  H.  Germain,  M.  D..  . . 
Wyman  Whittemore,  M.  D.. 
Channing  C.  Simmons,  M.  D. 
Leland  S.  McKittrick,  M.  D.. 
Arthur  R.  Kimpton,  M.  D..  . 
Gilbert  Horrax,  M.  D 


Surgeons 

636  Beacon  St., 

195  Beacon  St., 

475  Commonwealth  Ave., 

199  Eeacon  St., 

205  Beacon  St., 

205  Beacon  St., 

23  Bay  State  Road, 

605  Commonwealth  Ave., 


Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 


Medical 

Herman  F.  Vickery,  M.  D 26  Chestnut  St.,  Brookline 

Richard  C.  Cabot,  M.  D Harvard  University,  Cambridge 

Charles  H.  Lawrence,  M.  D 520  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Harry  W.  Goodall,  M.  D 51  Bay  State  Road,  Boston 


Specialists 

Frederick  W.  Johnson,  M. 

Gynecologist 

Louis  E.  Phaneuf,  M.  D. . . . 

270  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Gynecologist 

Ernest  G.  Crabtree,  M.  D. 

99  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Urologist 

Frederick  C.  Irving,  M.  D.. 

475  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Obstetrician 

Charles  F.  Painter,  M.  D.. 

520  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Orthopedic  Surgeon 

John  G.  Kuhns,  M.  D 

372  Marlborough  St.,  Boston 

Orthopedic  Surgeon 

George  Loring  Tobey,  Jr.,  M.  D 270  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Nose,  Throat  and  Ear 

Douglas  A.  Thom,  M.  D..  . 

520  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Neurologist 

Sylvester  McGinn,  M.  D..  . 

270  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Cardiologist 

Henry  E.  Utter,  M.  D 

Pediatrician 

Arial  W.  George,  M.  D..  . 

43  Bay  State  Road,  Boston 

Consulting  Radiologist 

Timothy  Leary,  M.  D.... 
John  F.  Kenney,  M.  D..  . 

206  Broadway,  Pawtucket 

Consulting  Pathologists 
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VISITING  STAFF  OF  THE  STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 


STAFF  ORGANIZATION 


Edward  S.  Wa*rd,  M.  D President 

Jesse  W.  Battershall,  M.  D Vice-President 

William  M.  Stobbs,  M.  D Secretary 


SURGICAL  STAFF 

John  A.  Reese,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C.  S Chief  of  Staff 

H.  Irving  Bixby,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C.  S Associate  Surgeon 

James  A.  Bryer,  M.  D.  William  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D. 

G.  Adelbert  Emard,  M.  D.  Ralph  P.  Kent,  M.  D. 

Herbert  G.  Vaughan,  M.  D.  Daniel  J.  Kiley,  M.  D. 

MEDICAL  STAFF 

Herbert  Lowell  Rich,  M.  D Chief  of  Staff 

Jesse  W.  Battershall,  M.  D.  William  M.  Stobbs,  M.  D. 

James  H.  Brewster,  M.  D.  Edward  S.  Ward,  M.  D. 

Frederick  V.  Murphy,  M.  D.  Fernande  Longpre,  M.  D. 

OBSTETRICAL  STAFF 

Joshua  A.  Clarke,  M.  D Chief  of  Staff 

Edward  S.  Ward,  M.  D.  William  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D. 

Edith  Kerkhoff,  M.  D. 

EYE,  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  STAFF 

Arthur  C.  Conro.  M.  D Chief  of  Staff 

H.  Irving  Bixby,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C.  S.  Ralph  P.  Kent,  M.  D. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ANESTHESIA 

Frederick  V.  Murphy,  M.  D Head  of  Dept. 

Jesse  W.  Battershall,  M.  D.  William  M.  Stobbs,  M.  D. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PHYSIOTHERAPY 

William  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D Head  of  Dept. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  X-  RAY 

Edward  B.  Perkins,  M.  D Radiologist 

Daniel  J.  Kiley,  M.  D Assistant  Radiologist 


LABORATORY 

James  H.  Brewster,  M.  D 


Pathologist 


DENTAL  DEPARTMENT 

Walter  E.  Briggs,  D.  M.  D 


Dental  Service 


EFFICIENCY  COMMITTEE 


Herbert  Lowell  Rich,  M.  D 
Arthur  C.  Conro 


Chairman 

William  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D. 
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ASSOCIATE  STAFF 

Willis  L.  Hale,  M.  D. 
Benoni  M.  Latham,  M.  D. 
Charles  E.  Roderick,  M.  D. 
Michael  E.  Vance,  M.  D. 
Garnet  P.  Smith,  M.  D. 
Daniel  T.  Sullivan,  M.  D. 
Leo  Varden,  M.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Hospital  and  School  of  Nursing 

Gwendolyn  G.  Rice,  R.  N. 

Assistant  Superintendent  of  Hospital  and  School  of  Nursing 

Katherine  V.  Lloyd,  R.  N. 

Night  Supervisor 

Mabel  A.  Johnson,  R.  N. 

Operating  Room  Supervisor 

Helen  Webb,  R.  N. 

Floor  Supervisor 

Effie  Brooks,  R.  N. 

Instructors 

Olive  L.  Young,  R.  N. 

Doris  G.  Hinds,  R.  N. 

Technicians 

Physiotherapy  and  X-Ray — Anna  M.  Moore,  R.  N. 
Laboratory — Ruth  P.  Douglas 

Dietitian 

Alice  Sheil 

Historian 

Clara  H.  Rhodes 

Housekeeper 
Mrs.  Luella  Lee 

Bookkeeper 

Mary  L.  A.  Kinton 

Switchboard  Operators 

Ruth  M.  Abbott 
Irene  Liberty 


Newell  C.  Bullard,  M.  D. 
Elmer  W.  Clarke,  M.  D. 
Carl  J.  DePrizio,  M.  D. 
Carlton  S.  Ford,  M.  D. 
Allen  R.  Howard,  M.  D. 
Isadore  Altman,  M.  D. 


January: 
February: 
March: 
April : 

May: 

June: 

July: 

August : 

September: 

October: 

November: 

December: 


VISITING  COMMITTEE,  1934 

Milford  E.  Bliss  and  Randolph  E.  Bell 
Harold  E.  Sweet  and  Mrs.  Marion  P.  Carter 
Edwin  F.  Leach  and  Mrs.  Rosella  Mason 
Raymond  M.  Horton  and  William  J.  Luther 
Ernest  D.  Gilmore  and  Mrs.  Gertrude  F.  Ryder 
Mrs.  Florence  M.  Sweet  and  Miss  Blanche  Daggett 
Edwin  F.  Thayer  and  Francis  G.  Ruggles 
Victor  R.  Glencross  and  Thomas  O.  Mullaly 
Harry  Holbrook  and  Mrs.  Beatrice  W.  Wilmarth 
Joseph  Finberg  and  Mrs.  Tilda  B.  Stone 
Fred  E.  Sturdy  and  Mrs.  Maude  F.  Tweedy 
Mrs.  Gertrude  H.  Sweet  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Toner 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 

By  a generous  clause  in  the  will  of  Mrs.  Ellen  A.  Winsor,  the  homestead  estate 
of  her  father,  the  late  James  H.  Sturdy,  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town  of  Attle- 
borough to  be  used  for  a general  hospital,  in  memory  of  James  H.  and  Adah  S. 
Sturdy.  In  addition  to  this  gracious  act,  Mrs.  Winsor  placed  her  residuary  estate  in 
a permanent  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  Albert  W.  and  Ellen  A.  Wrinsor  Fund  to  be 
held  in  trust,  the  income  only  thereof  to  be  used  to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of 
said  hospital.  The  original  gift  of  real  estate  known  as  the  Sturdy  Foundation, 
is  valued  at  $30,000  and  the  personal  property  left  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winsor 
known  as  the  Winsor  Foundation,  is  valued  at  $93,000. 

The  location  for  such  an  institution  was  ideal,  but  to  prepare  the  property  for 
modern  hospital  work  required  the  expenditure  of  a larger  sum  of  money  than  the 
Town  officials  felt  warranted  at  this  time  in  asking  the  citizens  to  appropriate. 
At  this  crisis  the  Attleborough  Hospital,  a corporation  organized  under  Massa- 
chusetts laws,  came  forward  and  offered  to  take  the  property  in  trust,  reconstruct 
the  home  house,  build  new  additions,  erect  in  connection  therewith  a modern 
operating  wing,  equip  the  whole  plant,  and  open  the  institution  as  a general 
hospital  to  be  known  as  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital. 

The  Town  of  Attleborough  at  a special  meeting  held  May  14,  1912,  accepted 
the  offer  of  the  Attleborough  Hospital,  and  in  due  time  placed  the  property  in 
question  in  trust  with  said  corporation. 

The  work  of  reconstruction  and  new  building  was  commenced  in  July,  1912, 
and  on  April  14,  1913,  after  an  expenditure  of  something  over  $30,000,  the  hospital 
was  opened. 

Again  in  July,  1914,  another  addition  was  made,  known  as  the  Nurses’ 
Home,  with  provisions  also  for  maternity  cases,  thusjmaking  30  beds  as  the  total 
capacity  of  the  hospital,  being  largely  possible  because  of  a gift  of  $10,000  from 
the  late  Fannie  M.  Tappan.  The  total  cost  of  this  addition  was  approximately 
$18,000,  and  the  balance  was  provided  from  income  from  trust  account  and 
individual  gifts. 

In  1922  Joseph  L.  Sweet,  President  of  the  Attleborough  Hospital  since  its 
beginning,  provided  for  the  erection  of  a $125,000  fireproof  addition  to  be  known 
as  the  Florence  Hayward  Sweet  Maternity  Building,  and  adding  21  beds  to  the 
capacity  of  the  hospital.  This  addition  was  opened  June  4,  1923,  and  the  gift 
included  a new  plant  and  boiler  house  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  lot  back  of  the 
present  Nurses’  Home,  providing  the  steam  and  heating  and  other  needs  of  the 
whole  hospital. 

With  the  realization  that  its  facilities  were  being  taxed  to  the  limit  and  the 
needs  of  a substantial  addition  pressing,  the  Board  of  Managers,  in  the  fall  of 
1924,  voted  to  undertake  a campaign  for  additional  funds.  W ith  an  enthusiasm 
on  the  part  of  the  subscribers  and  workers  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our 
community,  this  campaign  was  brought  to  a successful  conclusion  on  February 
9,  1925,  with  total  pledges  of  over  $392,000,  the  objective  having  been  $300,000. 

The  Sturdy  Homestead,  formerly  the  main  hospital,  was  relocated  in  the 
rear  of  the  Nurses’  Home,  giving  much  needed  additional  accommodation  for 
nurses,  and  a three  story,  sixty-five  room,  buff  brick  and  stone,  modern  hospital 
building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  hospital. 

The  new  unit  reached  such  a point  of  completion  as  to  permit  of  the  registra- 
tion of  the  first  patient  therein  on  July  25,  1926.  On  September  30th  the  building 
was  thrown  open  for  inspection  by  the  public,  and  while  no  formal  exercises  were 
attempted,  in  the  evening  a dinner  was  given  to  the  local  and  consulting  staffs, 
with  an  especially  splendid  representation  of  the  latter  who  were  exceedingly 
generous  in  their  commendation  of  the  entire  hospital  plant  and  its  equipment — 
highly  significant,  coming  from  professional  men  who  have  frequent  contacts 
with  the  very  best  hospital  facilities  in  the  country. 
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The  death  of  Joseph  L.  Sweet  in  July,  1932,  ended  the  services  of  one  who  has 
been  active  in  the  management  and  expansion  of  the  hospital  from  its  beginning. 
For  more  than  twenty  years,  he  was  president  of  the  corporation,  and  to  that 
office  he  brought  not  only  an  executive  ability,  but  the  financial  support  which 
the  institution  needed  so  badly.  He  was  intensely  interested  in  seeing  first, 
that  the  hospital  was  well  equipped  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community,  and 
second,  that  it  was  endowed  and  fortified  against  financial  stress. 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  his  donations  exceeded  $207,000,  not  counting 
various  annual  gifts  given  from  time  to  time  for  needed  equipment  or  special 
purposes.  Under  his  will,  he  generously  provided  for  further  gifts,  of  which 
$155,000  has  already  been  received  and  added  to  the  permanent  funds.  Further- 
more his  will  directed  that  the  residue  of  his  estate,  after  the  termination  of  the 
life  interest  of  his  widow,  should  be  paid  to  the  hospital. 

We  now  have  an  up-to-date  125  bed  hospital  with  a replacement  value  of 
the  plant  of  over  half  a million  dollars,  well  nigh  complete  in  its  appointments, 
with  well-equipped  and  competently  administered  X-Ray,  Laboratory  and 
Physiotherapy  departments. 

A capable  and  devoted  staff  of  physicians,  superintendent  and  nurses,  a 
consulting  staff  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  wide  repute,  and  an  interested 
public,  largely  represented  through  the  effective  help  rendered  by  the  women’s 
organization  now  known  as  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Aid  Association,  have 
resulted  in  the  development  of  one  of  the  finest  hospitals  in  New  England,  with  a 
standard  of  efficiency  equivalent  to  that  in  many  of  the  larger  and  well  known 
hospitals. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

January  14,  1935 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: 

We  submit  herewith  reports  of  the  twenty-second  year  of  operation  of  Sturdy 
Memorial  Hospital. 

A reduction  of  our  deficit  by  $2,419 .99  during  1934,  despite  a slight  reduction 
in  the  number  of  patients  admitted — 1586  in  1933  and  1569  in  1934— is  worthy  of 
note.  There  was  an  increase  in  surgical,  X-Ray  and  obstetrical  cases — 297 
births — the  largest  number  in  any  one  year  since  the  hospital  was  established. 

It  was  a year  when  the  demands  upon  our  ward  service  and  for  free  work 
were  increased  substantially.  This  brings  to  mind  the  fine  type  of  unselfish  and 
skillful  service  rendered  by  our  staff  of  physicians  and  surgeons  without  re- 
muneration, requiring  us  to  give  serious  consideration  to  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Reese,  Chief  of  Surgical  Service,  that  an  interne  be  engaged  to  relieve  the  staff 
of  the  minor  details  of  service  which  constitute  a growing  burden  on  the  present 
regular  staff. 

We  must  also  give  serious  consideration  to  the  development  ol  some  plan  of 
insurance  or  some  practical  method  of  installment  financing  of  the  expense  of 
hospitalization,  especially  for  those  of  moderate  means. 

As  to  the  indigent,  Dr.  Frederic  A.  Washburn,  Boston  Commissioner  of 
Institutions,  in  a recent  thoughtful  and  helpful  article  on  the  subject  of  hospital 
costs,  states  that  American  public  opinion  and  in  many  cases,  custom  and  law, 
demand  that  the  expense  of  caring  lor  those  unable  to  pay,  be  met  from  public 
funds  and  further  that  free  work  done  by  voluntary  hospitals  like  ours  should  be 
limited  to  what  the  income  from  funds  given  distinctly  for  that  purpose  will 
pay  for  and  that  these  hospitals  shall  be  paid  by  public  funds  upon  a per  capita 
basis  for  the  cost  of  any  further  hospital  service  given  the  indigent. 
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Your  attention  is  called  to  the  substantial  improvement  in  our  grounds, 
driveways  and  drainage  effected  during  the  past  year  by  ERA  lunds  to  the 
amount  of  $3,000 . 00,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Assistant  Administra- 
tor, Gunnar  Benson,  Supt.  Taber  of  the  Public  Works  Department  and  Supt. 
Anderson  of  the  Park  Commission. 

Please  refer,  for  informative  details  to  the  attached  report  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Auditors  showing  an  accumulated  deficit  of  $18,435.78,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Hospital,  the  various  department  heads,  the  Hospital  Aid  Association 
whose  contributions  in  money,  material  and  service  are  so  helpful  to  us,  Mr. 
Benson  of  the  ERA,  and  the  appended  list  of  payments  by  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  account  of  the  hospital  in  1934  and  our  estimate  of  1935  requirements  for 
the  purposes  specified. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Harold  E.  Sweet,  Chairman 
Joseph  Finberg 
Stephen  H.  Foley 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
William  J.  Luther 
William  Marshall 
Samuel  M.  Stone 
George  A.  Sweeney 
Edwin  F.  Thayer 

Board  of  Managers 


Appropri- 

ated and 

Expended 

Requested 

1934 

1935 

Water 

$1,139.78 

$1,140.00 

Insurance 

488.30 

825.00 

Hydrant  Service 

60.00 

60.00 

Fuel  and  Light 

4,485.36 

4,500.00 

Bond 

25.00 

25.00 

6,198.44 

6,550.00 

Appropriation 

6,200.00 

Balance  Unexpended 


1.56 
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Mr.  Fred  L.  Wetherell,  January  14,  1935 

507  Thacher  Street, 

Attleboro,  Mass., 

Dear  Sir: 

Following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  on  and  about  the  property  of  the 
Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital: 

In  the  early  part  of  June,  1934,  a project  was  approved  by  the  Massachusetts 
ERA  to  grade  certain  portions  of  the  grounds  of  the  hospital  and  to  construct 
concrete  retaining  walls,  drainage  construction  on  Robbins  Street  to  be  connected 
to  existing  drainage  at  the  intersection  of  Robbins  Street  and  Park  Street. 

Work  was  immediately  started  grading  in  front  of  the  Maternity  Building 
and  a portion  of  the  grounds  along  Park  Street  just  west  of  the  main  building. 
Approximately  225  cubic  yards  of  material  was  removed  from  the  two  areas. 
A stone  wall  in  front  of  the  Maternity  Building  was  removed,  the  volume  being 
approximately  20  cubic  yards.  The  removal  of  the  stone  wall  required  replace- 
ment with  a concrete  wall  approximately  70  feet  long.  The  two  areas  which  had 
been  graded  required  placing  of  loam  and  seeding.  Approximately  50  cubic 
yards  of  loam  was  required  to  cover  the  two  areas. 

Drainage  conditions  on  Robbins  Street  and  along  the  Hospital  drive  from 
Robbins  Street  to  the  Hospital  were  particularly  poor.  To  properly  drain  the 
entire  drive  and  that  portion  of  Robbins  Street  from  the  Hospital  drive  to  Park 
Street,  it  was  necessary  to  construct  drainage  facilities.  To  solve  drainage 
problems  at  the  least  possible  expense  but  in  a satisfactory  manner  a drain  was 
constructed  of  10”  vitrified  pipe  from  Park  Street  to  the  intersection  ot  Robbins 
Street  and  the  Hospital  drive.  Catch  basins  were  constructed  on  Park  Street 
at  the  intersection  of  Robbins  Street  and  another  catch  basin  constructed  at  the 
end  of  the  drain  line  on  Robbins  Street.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  regrade 
Robbins  Street  from  Park  Street  to  the  drive  and  regrade  the  drive  from  Robbins 
Street  to  the  Hospital.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Works,  Mr.  John  O.  Taber,  it  was  possible  to  have  this  done.  All  the 
regrading  of  this  drive  together  with  the  construction  of  gravel  side  walks  along 
the  drive  and  the  construction  of  a stone  wall  approximately  225  feet  long  averag- 
ing 4 feet  in  height  was  done  through  the  Public  Works  Department. 

On  hospital  property  along  Dunham  Street  an  area  of  approximately  25.000 
square  feet  was  thoroughly  grubbed,  unsuitable  material  was  removed  and  the 
entire  area  covered  with  loam.  Part  of  this  area  has  been  seeded  but  due  to  the 
cold  weather  coming  on  it  was  not  possible  to  complete  the  seeding. 

This  work  could  not  have  been  undertaken  nor  completed  without  the 
assistance  of  the  Public  Works  Department  under  the  supervision  of  John  O. 
Taber  Jr.,  Supt  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Funds  to  pay  for  the  labor  employed  on  the  work  along  Park  Street  and 
Dunham  Street  and  for  drainage  construction  was  supplied  from  ERA  funds. 
Funds  for  material,  equipment  and  for  the  regrading  of  Robbins  Street  and  the 
drive  were  obtained  from  various  sources. 

Approximately  $3,000.00  was  supplied  from  ERA  funds  for  labor  on  the 
project.  Very  truly  yours, 


Gunnar  S.  Benson. 

MATERIAL  PURCHASED  BY  THE  HOSPITAL  FOR  ERA  WORKERS 

C.  M . White  Iron  Works — Highway  Grate  Frame $ 11.67 

Wm.  S.  Simpson,  Inc. — 222  Ft.  Sewer  Pipe 62.83 

N.  Y.  N.  H.  & Hartford  R.  R 21.09 

Attleboro  Coal  Co. — 11  Bbls.  Cement - 28,.  05 

Attleboro  Coal  Co. — 15  Bags  Cement 12.20 

M.  F.  Ashley  Co. — Wood  for  Cement  Wall 6.12 

Capron’s  Garage — Gasoline — June,  July,  Aug.,  Sept.,  Oct.,  Nov 45.51 

The  Barnett  Co. — Travira 66.15 

Woodsworth  Bradley — Grass  Seed 28.17 

Attleboro  Water  Department — Park  St.,  Maternity  Ward 63.39 


$345.18 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Managers 

of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  present  my  annual  report  of  the  Hospital  for  the  year  ending 

December  31,  1934:- 

Total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital 1569 

Male 612 

Female 957 

Number  of  out-patients  treated  in  the  hospital 250 

Total  number  Private  Cases 908 

Total  number  Ward  Cases 661 

Total  number  children,  12  years  or  under 259 

Medical  patients 135 

Adults 104 

Children 31 

Surgical  patients 572 

Adults 513 

Children 59 

E.  E.  N.  & T.  patients 263 

Adults 93 

Children 170 

Obstetrical  patients 615 

Mothers 318 

Babies 297 

Total  number  of  births 306 

Live  Births 297 

Stillbirths 9 


Total  number  of  deaths 73 

Medical 29 

Surgical 34 

E.  E.  N.  & T 0 

Obstetrical 1 

Newborn 9 

Autopsies 5 


Daily  average  for  the  year 50.25 

Maximum  number  of  patients 67 

Minimum  number  of  patients 25 


Total  number  of  accidents 84 

Automobile  accidents 51 

Industrial  accidents 13 

Other  accidents 20 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OPERATING-  ROOM 


Major  operations 299 

(78  less  than  in  1933) 

Minor  operations 707 

(166  increase  over  1933) 

Transfusions 24 

Cystoscopies 11 

Pyelogram 1 

Biopsies 2 


Total 


1044 


REPORT  OF  THE  X-RAY  DEPARTMENT 


X-Ray  examinations 868 

Fluroscopic  examinations 62 

X-Ray  treatments 6 


936 

(110  increase  over  1933) 


REPORT  OF  THE  BASAL  METABOLISM 

18  Basal  Metabolism  Tests 


REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSIOTHERAPY  DEPARTMENT 


Number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  department 
Number  of  visits  to  the  department 

Treatments  given — 

Massage 

Diathermy 

Ultra  Violet  AC 

Ultra  Violet  \YC 

Infra  Red 

Sinusoidal 

Auto  condensation 


311 

305 

143 

33 

394 

72 


Diseased  conditions  treated — 

Arthritis 

Cervical  adenitis 
Sub-deltoid  bursitis. 

Contusions 

Empyema 

Fractures  

Granulating  wounds 

Hemiplegia 

Hypertension 

Pneumonia 

Psoriasis 

Sacro-iliac  strain 


1265 

3 

4 
3 
3 

1 

16 

9 

1 

1 

*2 

1 

1 


45 

654 


45 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LABORATORY 

Hemoglobins 355 

White  Blood  Counts 1855 

Red  Blood  Counts 263 

Differentials 192 

Coagulations 259 

Urine — Routine 3662 

Renal  functions 57 

% Sugar 107 

% Albumin 1 

% Urea 1 

Blood  Chemistry — 

Sugar 99 

N.  P.  N 101 

Creatinine 29 

Fragility  Erythrocytes 1 

Cultures — 

Organisms 206 

Blood 30 

Nose 39 

Throat 39 

Smears — 

Organisms 64 

T.  B 26 

G.  C 27 

Vincents  Angina 6 

Nose 43 

Throat 47 

Feces — 

Typhoid  sent 19 

Occult  blood 26 

Microscopic 4 

Parasite 4 

Amoeba 2 

Bile 2 

Stomach — 

Free  HCL 4 

Lactic  Acid 1 

Bile 1 

Occult  Blood 5 

Microscopic 1 

Blood  typing 100 

W^sser man  taken 79 

WTdals  taken 22 

Icterus  Index 6 

Blood  for  Undulant  fever  Agg 13 

Guinea  Pigs 3 

Fluids — 

Pleural 9 

Spinal 15 

Surgical  Tissues 306 

Autopsy 5 
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For  the  month  of  August  the  Laboratory  Technician  had  her  annual  vacation; 
Miss  Marian  Sweet  donated  her  services  to  the  Hospital  for  that  month,  which 
meant  quite  a monetary  saving  to  the  Hospital  as  a substitute  always  had  to  be 
paid  for  that  month.  Miss  Sweet’s  work  was  most  satisfactory  and  we  are  very 
grateful  to  her  for  her  help. 

The  main  corridors  of  the  Hospital  and  Obstetrical  Building  have  been 
painted,  also  the  Wards  on  the  Surgical  Floor  and  a great  many  of  the  Private 
Rooms. 

There  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  Ward  Work  and  the  doctors  on  the 
various  Services  have  worked  hard.  I feel  that  we  owe  them  a vote  of  thanks 
for  their  services  and  faithfulness  in  the  work.  The  other  departments  of  the 
hospital  have  functioned  satisfactorily  for  the  year  under  the  various  Department. 
Heads. 

The  Ladies’  Aid,  I know,  will  put  their  own  report  of  gifts  and  donations  in 
but  I would  like  them  to  know  how  grateful  we  are  for  their  help  and  how  much 
difference  it  makes  in  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  hospital  to  have  the  equip- 
ment that  they  give  us  from  time  to  time. 

At  Christmas  Mr.  Leon  Wagner  of  the  Wagner  Flower  Shop  donated  and 
decorated  a tree  for  the  Surgical  floor  and  it  was  much  enjoyed  and  appreciated 
by  the  patients. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRAINING  SCHOOL 

There  are  thirty-four  pupil  nurses  in  the  Training-School  at  the  present 
time.  Twenty-one  were  admitted  for  training  during  the  year — three  were 
dismissed  as  unsatisfactory;  five  withdrew  not  liking  the  work  and  discipline  and 
six  were  graduated  in  October. 

The  State  Inspector  of  Training-Schools  visited  us  and  I hope  found  every- 
thing satisfactory. 

We  have  had  no  serious  illness  among  the  pupils  this  past  year. 

The  Manager  of  the  Bates  Theatre  donated  fifty  tickets  to  the  nurses  at 
Christmas — this  was  much  appreciated  by  the  nurses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  G.  Rice,  R.  N., 

Superintendent, 
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City  of  Attleboro  cases 1 

Town  of  North  Attleboro  cases 

Town  of  Seekonk  cases 

Town  of  Rehoboth  cases 

Town  of  Mansfield  cases 

Town  of  Plainville  cases 

Free  cases 


PATIENTS  ADMITTED  FROM 


Attleboro 714 

South  Attleboro 94 

Dodgeville 20 

Hebronville 12 

North  Attleboro 243 

Attleboro  Falls 33 

Plainville 39 

\\  rer  tham 29 

Norton 57 

Chartley 21 

Mansfield 113 

Foxboro 16 

Seekonk 58 

Rehoboth 33 

Franklin 3 

Other  cities  and  towns 84 


1569 


NATIVITIES  OF  PATIENTS 
United  States  Foreign 


Massachusetts 

1060 

Canada. . 

Rhode  Island 

164 

England . . 

New  York 

26 

Ireland . . . 

Maine 

21 

Italy 

New  Hampshire 

19 

Sweden . . 

Connecticut 

14 

Portugal . 

Vermont 

12 

Scotland 

Pennsylvania 

7 

Poland . . . 

New  Jersey 

6 

Russia.  . . 

Michigan 

3 

Azores . . . 

Ohio 

3 

Greece . . . 

Colorado 

2 

Germany . 

Virginia 

2 

Denmark . 

Texas 

T 

Turkey . . . 

Kentucky 

r 

Austria. . . 

Idaho 

i 

B.  W.  I... 

Iowa 

i 

France. . . 

Maryland 

i 

India 

Washington 

Serbia . . . . 

Georgia 

i 

Belgium . . 

Kansas 

i 

113 

8 

31 

11 

5 

2 

50 

69 

29 

29 

18 

16 

16 

11 

8 

5 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1347 
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LIBRARY  SERVICE 

With  the  close  of  1934,  three  years  and  ten  months  of  library  service  have 
been  instituted  at  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital.  The  library  service  has  en- 
deavored to  fill  the  patients’  requests  for  reading  material  which  would  interest 
without  exciting  or  depressing  them. 

Whenever  calls  were  made  for  books  not  in  the  hospital  deposit  they  were 
obtained  as  soon  as  possible  from  the  Central  Library.  These  were  chiefly  for 
non-fiction,  although  some  were  for  the  newer  books  of  fiction. 

Circulation  and  deposit  statistics  are  as  follows: 


Books  Circulated — 

Adult  fiction 1864 

Adult  non-fiction 345 

Juvenile  fiction 301 

Juvenile  non-fiction 16 

Total 2526 

Books  deposited 279 

Books  bought  and  given 12 


Muriel  E.  Westerberg 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial 
Hospital, 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  a condensed  summary  ot  the  work  done  on  the  surgical 
service  during  the  year  of  1934: 


Total  number  of  surgical  patients  admitted 572 

Adult 513 

Children 59 

Major  operations  performed 299 

Minor  operations  performed 709 

Transfusions 24 

Cystoscopies 12 

Total  number  of  surgical  deaths 32 


The  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  number  of  operations  performed,  as  com- 
pared to  the  number  of  surgical  patients  admitted  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
operations  listed  include  all  operations  performed,  many  of  which  were  done  on 
patients  admitted  to  the  eye,  ear.  nose  and  throat,  and  obstetrical  services. 

Among  the  299  cases  upon  whom  major  operations  were  performed  there 
were  17  deaths,  giving  an  operative  mortality  of  5.7%,  which  is  practically  the 
same  percentage  as  was  shown  for  the  preceding  year,  and  will  compare  most 
favorably  with  statistics  from  other  hospitals  ot  a similar  type. 

Of  the  709  cases  upon  whom  minor  operations  were  performed  there  were 
two  deaths,  neither  of  which  could  in  any  way  be  ascribed  to  the  operative 
procedure. 

The  total  operative  mortality  for  combined  major  and  minor  cases,  of  which 
there  were  1008,  was  1.9%.  Of  the  remaining  13  fatal  cases,  death  occurred 
as  a result  of  accidental  injuries  in  9,  and  no  operation  was  performed  on  the 
other  4. 
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The  ward  service  was  unusually  heavy  during  the  past  year,  with  a total  of 
447  operations  performed  upon  ward  cases.  The  steady  growth  of  this  work  has, 
as  would  naturally  be  expected,  demanded  more  and  more  of  the  time  and  effort 
of  the  Visiting  Staff.  They  have  responded  cheerfully  to  the  added  load,  how- 
ever, and  the  spirit  of  service,  which  is  traditional  in  the  medical  fraternity,  has 
been  well  exemplified  by  all  of  my  associates  in  the  surgical  group.  The  steadily 
increasing  amount  of  work  on  the  ward  service  raises  the  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  we  have  reached  the  point  in  our  development  where  an  interne  should  be 
added  to  the  Hospital  Staff  and  I should  like  to  suggest  that  this  question  be  given 
consideration,  both  by  the  Management  and  Professional  Staff  of  the  Hospital. 

One  innovation,  which  has  been  in  effect  upon  the  Surgical  Service  during  the 
past  year,  is  of  sufficient  importance,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  mentioned  in  this 
report.  That  is  the  weekly  ward  visit.  One  morning  a week,  at  an  appointed 
hour,  all  members  of  the  Surgical  group  meet  and  visit  each  Surgical  ward  patient 
then  in  the  Hospital  at  which  time  a general  check  up  on  each  case  is  made.  Their 
records  are  reviewed,  necessary  examinations  made,  and  after  consultation  among 
the  members  of  the  group,  subsequent  treatment  is  agreed  upon.  After  a year’s 
trial  we  feel  that  this  weekly  visit  is  definitely  worth  while,  in  that  it  makes  for 
the  more  efficient  treatment  of  the  patient  entrusted  to  our  care. 

In  closing,  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  my  associates  on 
the  staff,  the  Superintendent  and  nurses  for  the  sincere  attitude  of  helpfulness 
and  cooperation  which  has  existed  at  all  times  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  A.  Reese,  M.  D., 

Chief  of  Surgical  Staff. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial 
Hospital, 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Service  for  the 
year  1934. 

A total  of  279  patients  were  treated  by  this  department  as  follows: 


Tonsillectomies  and  Adenoidectomies 250 

Adenoidectomies 2 

Simple  Mastoidectomies 6 

Radical  Mastoidectomies 1 

Paracenteses 4 

Turbinectomies 1 

Postnasal  Packing 1 

Submucous  Resection  of  Nasal  Septum 5 

Excision  of  Chalazia 2 

Incision  of  Cervical  Gland 1 

Incision  and  drainage  of  Peritonsillar  Abscess 1 

Incision  and  drainage  Post  Aural  Abscess 1 

Incision  and  drainage  Furunculosis  of  External  Audi- 
tory Canal 4 


There  were  no  deaths  in  this  service. 

I wish  here  to  extend  my  thanks  for  their  helpful  cooperation  to  the  other 
members  of  this  service  and  to  the  executive  and  nursing  staffs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  Conro,  M.  D., 

Chief  of  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Service. 
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To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial 
Hospital, 

Gentlemen : 

I herein  submit  to  you  a short  report  and  summary  of  the  work  done  on  the 
medical  service  during  the  year  1934. 

Each  year  for  the  past  three  has  shown  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
admitted  to  the  medical  service.  The  total  admissions  for  1934  were  135  as 
compared  with  123  for  1933.  Government  reports  show  that  the  total  sickness 
for  the  past  year  has  lessened  somewhat  as  compared  with  the  past  three  years, 
and  while  our  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  has  been  small,  it  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  public  is  becoming  more  impressed  with  the  value  of  hospital- 
ization in  cases  requiring  medical  treatment. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  medical  service 


during  the  year  1934: 

Total  number  of  cases  admitted 135 

Adults 104 

Children 31 

Total  number  of  deaths 29 


Five  cases  of  inoperable  carcinoma  of  the  lung,  stomach,  intestines,  sigmoid 
and  head  of  the  pancreas  were  admitted  to  the  medical  service  for  treatment. 
Seven  cases  came  to  the  medical  service  for  treatment  and  were  transferred  subse- 
quently to  the  surgical  service,  and  two  cases  were  received  from  the  surgical 
service. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  29  which  were  due  to  the  following  diseases : 


Bronchitis 1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 1 

Lobar  Pneumonia 3 

Chronic  valvular  disease  (rheumatic) 1 

General  arteriosclerosis 1 

Arteriosclerosis,  chronic  nephritis 1 

Myocarditis 1 

Chronic  myocarditis,  endocarditis,  diabetes  mellitus  . 1 

Coronary  thrombosis 3 

Massive  thrombosis  of  femoral  artery,  chronic  myo- 
carditis   1 

Cerebral  hemorrhage 1 

Chronic  nephritis 4 

Typhoid  fever 1 

Hepatic  cirrhosis  (toxic) 1 

Diabetes  mellitus 1 

Diabetes  mellitus,  acute  cerebral  meningitis 1 

Abcess  of  lung  following  pneumonia 1 

Carcinoma  of  the  lung 1 

Carcinoma  of  the  intestine 1 


A review  of  the  deaths  for  the  past  year  parallels  a condition  to  which  I 
called  attention  in  my  report  of  1933.  Again  there  was  a high  percentage  of 
patients  who  entered  the  hospital  in  the  terminal  stage  of  their  disease.  Twelve 
of  the  deaths  occurred  within  24  hours  after  admission,  three  within  48  hours, 
cne  within  72  hours,  two  on  the  fifth  day,  two  on  the  sixth  day  and  one  on  the 
seventh.  In  other  words,  21  of  the  29  deaths  occurred  within  seven  days  after 
admission  to  the  hospital,  twelve  of  them  within  24  hours. 

Emergency  cases  are  well  recognized  facts  but  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  the 
high  percentage  as  given  above  should  be  classed  altogether  under  this  heading. 
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It  is  an  expression,  me  judice,  of  the  common  opinion  held  that  medical  cases 
can  be  treated  equally  well  at  home  as  in  the  hospital  and  the  resultant  delay  on 
entering  for  treatment.  If  patients  recognized  the  value  and  necessity  of  hospital- 
ization in  medical  as  they  do  in  surgical  cases  they  would  not  bo  so  loth  to  enter 
the  hospital,  and  the  physician  would  not  encounter  so  much  opposition  to  it  as 
he  finds  at  the  present  time.  It  would  be  difficult  to  bring  this  about  at  once  but 
is  a result  well  worth  the  effort  to  make  it  a fact. 

The  full  cooperation  of  the  members  of  the  service  has  maintained  its 
efficiency  during  the  year.  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  efficient 
supervision  of  the  Superintendent,  the  nursing  care  given  patients  by  the  nurses 
and  the  close  cooperation  and  work  of  the  physicians  on  the  service  during  the 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Herbert  Lowell  Rich,  M.  D., 

Chief  of  the  Medical  Service. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers, 

and  Members  of  the  Staff  of  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital: 


I herein  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Obstetrics. 


Total  number  of  patients 

Mothers 

Babies 

Live  births . . . 
Still  births 


318 

306 

297 

9 


Obstetrical  deaths — Maternal 


615 


1 


Premature  separation  of  placenta,  concealed  hemorrhage. 


Deaths  of  Newborn 9 

Premature  birth 2 

Atelectasis 1 

Cerebral  hemorrhage 1 

Patulous  foramen  ovale 1 

Pulmonary  congestion  due  to  shock  of  delivery  and  in- 
halation of  fluid  in  birth  canal 1 

Prenatal  tozemia 1 

Premature  birth  and  malformation 1 

Asphyxia  neonatorem 1 


During  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  ward  cases 
but  the  response  of  the  staff  has  been  cheerful  and  most  gratifying.  Y\  ith  the 
increase  of  thirty-six  births  and  no  increase  writh  maternal  mortality  and  one  less 
infant  mortality,  we  feel,  represents  direct  progress  in  the  efficiency  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  impetigo  and  through  the  watchful  care 
of  the  Staff  and  Supervisors  this  has  been  kept  under  perfect  control,  resulting 
in  no  spread  of  the  infection  when  it  has  occurred. 

I desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  splendid  cooperation  of 
all  in  the  conduct  of  this  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joshua  W.  Clarke,  M.  D., 

Chief  of  Obstetric  Staff. 
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To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  Visiting  Staff, 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 

Attleboro,  Massachusetts: 

The  Department  of  Anesthesia  of  the  hospital  has  continued  during  1934 
without  marked  changes  in  routine. 

Postoperative  symptoms  and  complications  due  to  anesthesia  remain  at  a 
minimum  and  this  department  takes  pride  in  its  record  in  this  respect.  We  realize 
that  our  results  are  in  a great  measure  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Surgical,  Operating- 
room  and  Nursing  staffs  in  maintaining  our  standards.  Our  thanks  is  again  ex- 
tended for  their  cooperation. 

The  number  of  surgical  cases  attended  was  nearly  the  same  as  in  1933  and 
there  was  a slight  increase  in  anesthesias  in  the  Obstetrical  department  and  in  the 
use  of  medicinal  gases  in  various  conditions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  V.  Murphy,  M.  D., 
Head  of  the  Department  of  Anesthesia. 


January  21,  1935 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  Staff, 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 

Attleboro,  Massachusetts, 

Gentlemen: 

The  Physiotherapy  Department  has  applied  the  ordinary  physical  measures 
used  in  treatment  to  all  cases  referred  during  the  year. 

There  has  been,  we  regret  to  note,  a falling  off  in  the  number  of  cases  treated 
as  compared  with  other  years.  This  reduction  is  due  largely  to  fewer  private 
cases  demanding  treatment.  We  believe  that  members  of  the  Staff  should  make 
further  use  of  the  facilities  of  this  department  in  the  treatment  of  a large  variety 
of  abnormal  conditions.  In  addition  to  the  agents  used,  and  the  conditions 
treated  as  mentioned  in  this  report,  we  feel  that  beneficial  results  have  been 
obtained  such  as  the  relief  of  pain,  and  the  restoration  of  diseased  or  injured 
tissues  to  as  nearly  normal  functions  as  is  possible.  This  work  implies  scienti- 
ficalfy  supervised  movements  of  affected  parts  with  or  without  the  aid  of  apparatus, 
the  relief  of  pain  and  discomfort,  the  more  rapid  healing  of  wounds  and  the 
shortening  of  the  period  of  convalescence. 


Number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  department 45 

Number  of  visits  to  the  department 654 

Treatments  given: 

Massage 311 

Diathermy 305 

Ultr,a  Violet  AC 143 

Ultra  Violet  WC 33 

Infra  Red 394 

Sinusoidal 72 

Auto  Condensation 7 

Total 1265 
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Diseased  conditions  treated: 

Arthritis 3 

Cervical  Adenitis 4 

Sub-deltoid  bursitis 3 

Contusions 3 

Empyema 1 

Fractures 16 

. Granulating  wounds 9 

Hemiplegia 1 

Hypertension 1 

Pneumonia 2 

Psoriasis 1 

Sacro-lliac  strain 1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

William  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D., 
Head  of  the  Department  of  Physiotherapy- 


To  the  Board  of  Managers, 

and  Members  of  the  Staff  of  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 
Gentlemen : 

The  work  done  in  the  laboratory  is  briefly  summed  up  as  follows : 


Routine  blood  examinations 2925 

Routine  urine  examinations 3662 

Special  urine  examinations 166 

Blood  chemistry  examinations 235 

Bacteriological  examinations 477 

Stool  examinations 38 

Stomach  contents  examinations 12 

Blood  typings 100 

Blood  Cultures 30 

Spinal  fluid  examinations 15 

Pleural  fluid  examinations 9 

Guinea  Pig  innoculations 3 

Samples  of  blood  collected  and  sent  away  for  examination 114 

Stool  specimens  sent  to  State  laboratory  for  examination  for  typhoid 19 

Post  Mortem  examinations 5 

Surgical  specimens  examined 306 


These  examinations  show  a slight  increase  over  the  preceding  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  H.  Brewster,  M.  D., 

Pathologist. 
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TREASURER’S  AND  AUDITOR’S  REPORT 

Deficit — General  Fund: 

Due  to  the  excess  of  receipts  over  expenses  for  the  year  1934  amounting  to 
$2,419.99,  the  deficit  of  $20,855.77  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  reduced  to 
$18,435.78  at  the  close. 

A comparison  of  the  deficit  as  per  books  on  the  cash  basis  with  the  deficit 
as  it  would  be  on  the  accrual  basis  follows: 


Deficit  as  per  ledger  account $18,435.78 

Add:  Accounts  payable 3,306.05 


21,741.83 

Deduct:  Accounts  receivable  considered  good 6,294.93 

(50%  of  1934  balances) 


Deficit  on  accrual  basis $15,446.90 


Cash — Trust  Fund: 

All  trust  fund  cash  receipts  and  disbursements  were  checked  in  detail  and 
found  in  order.  Cash  in  the  First  National  Bank  was  verified  through  cor- 
respondence. 

TRUST  FUND  INVESTMENTS: 

All  securities  were  examined  at  the  First  National  Bank  and  found  in  order. 

Certificates  of  deposit  were  seen  for  $5,000.00  Lincoln  Mortgage  & Title 
Guarantee  Company  and  $1,000.00  Guaranty  Title  & Trust  Corp.  bonds  which 
are  in  default.  A certificate  for  fifty  shares  of  Humarock  & North  River  Land 
Ass’n  was  also  seen.  This  item  is  carried  on  the  books  at  no  value. 

Amounts  deposited  in  the  Attleboro  Savings  Bank  in  six  different  accounts 
were  verified  through  correspondence. 

Buildings  and  equipment  accounts  were  unchanged  during  1934.  In  ac- 
cordance with  past  practice  no  provision  for  depreciation  has  been  made. 

Details  of  investments  are  shown  in  schedule  D-l  and  space  has  been  pro- 
vided for  showing  market  values  of  same  when  available. 

A demand  note  from  the  Centenary  M.  E.  Church  for  $79.13  was  also  seen. 
This  item,  given  to  reimburse  the  hospital  for  one-half  of  the  repairs  on  real 
estate  owned  jointly,  is  not  recorded  on  the  books. 


Bonding  and  Insurance: 

All  fire  insurance  policies  examined  and  the  coverage  is  summarized  below : 


Buildings  Contents  Total 

Main  hospital  building $125,000.00  $ 25,000.00  $150,000.00 

Maternity  building 75,000 . 00  10,000 . 00  85,000 . 00 

Operating  section 15,000.00  2,500.00  17,500.00 

Nurses’  home 13,000.00  5,000.00  18,000.00 

Nurses’  dormitory 20,000 . 00  4,000 . 00  24,000 . 00 

Powerhouse 10,000.00  5,000.00  15,000.00 

Cottage  and  shed 3,200.00  3,200.00 


261,200.00  51,500.00  312,700.00 

The  bond  of  the  treasurer  for  $10,000.00  expiring  on  January  9,  1935,  was 
seen. 

General  public  liability  insurance  is  also  carried. 
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General  Comments: 

The  following  tabulations  present  certain  data  regarding  current  accounts 
receivable  in  suspense : 


CURRENT  ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE 


Balance,  December  31,  1933. . . 
Add: 

Suspense  account  transferred 
Charges  during  1934 


Deduct  Credits: 

Free  work 

Reductions  in  charges . . 
Collections  less  refunds . 
Miscellaneous  credits . . 
Transfers  to  suspense. . 

Balance,  December  31,  1934 


$15,316 

.71 

5 455 

.00 

71,320 

.53 

71,775, 

.53 

87,092 

.24 

1,508 

.00 

938 

.89 

62,978 

.83 

89 

.05 

8,987 

.62 

74,502 

.39 

$12,589 

.85 

The  total  business  volume  for  1934  may  be  computed  as  follows : 

Total  charges $71,320.53 

Less  reductions 938 . 89 

70,381.64 


ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE  IN  SUSPENSE 


Balance,  December  31,  1933 $35,881.88 

Add:  Transfers  from  current  receivables  (net) 8,532.62 


44,414.50 

Deduct:  Collections  during  1934 1,560.22 


Balance,  December  31,  1934 42,854.28 

The  present  balance  is  composed  of  the  following  items : 

1929  and  previous  accounts $11,802.13 

1930  accounts 5,137.51 

1931  accounts 7,328.04 

1932  accounts 9,516.38 

1933  accounts 9,070.22 


42,854.28 


Certificate 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  accompanying  statements  set  forth  correctly, 
in  our  opinion,  all  cash  transactions  of  the  treasurer  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital 
for  the  calendar  year  1934,  the  balance  of  cash  and  securities  on  hand  December 
31,  1934  and  the  indebtedness  on  loans  December  31,  1934. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ward,  Fisher  & Company 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
General  Fund,  Year  1934 

EXHIBIT  A 

Balance,  January  1,  1934: 

Checking  account,  First  National  Bank  . S 119.23 

Office  fund 25.00  S 144.23 


Receipts: 

Patients : 

X-ray $ 6,289.53 

Laboratory 1,560 . 50 

Physiotherapy. .' 461.00 

Metabolism 79.34 

Ambulance 1,164.50 

Other  receipts  from  patients 54,984 . 96 


64,539 . 83 


Sale  of  books,  supplies,  etc 558.46 

Miscellan  eous  r eceipts 53.70 


Total  from  operation  of  hospital 65,151 .99 

Donations 1,870.40 

Annual  memberships 350 . 00 

Income  from  trust  fund  investments  (net)  . 18,290.71 

Total  other  receipts 20,511 . 11 


85,663 . 10 


Total  to  be  accounted  for 

Disbursements: 

Postage 

Repairs  and  maintenance 

Telephone  and  telegraph 

Office  supplies 

Interest  paid 

Bank  service  charge  and  check  tax 

X-ray  payments 

Laboratory  payments 

Physiotherapy  payments 

Ambulance  payments 

Ambulance  expense 

Supplies  and  equipment 

Salaries 

Housekeeping  supplies 

Heat,  light  and  power 

Miscellaneous  expenses 


85,807.33 


248.05 

1,581.43 

729.14 

417.77 

1,025.59 

87.01 

3,091.38 

750.25 
230.50 

577.25 
257.38 

8,850.92 
41,732.33 
19,366 .95 
3,269.06 
998 . 10 


Total  disbursements  for  operation  of  hospital 83,243 .11 

Net  decrease  in  loans 2,500 . 00 


Total  disbursements 


85,743.11 


Balance,  December  31,  1934: 

Checking  account,  First  National  Bank  . 39.22 

Office  fund 25.00  64.22 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Schedule  of  Donations 
General  Fund,  Year  1934 

SCHEDULE  A-l 

Women  s Alliance  of  the  Pilgrim  Church $ 100.00 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Aid  Association: 

Two  free  beds S 500 . 00 

Special  maternity  aid 500 . 00  1 ,000 . 00 


Town  of  Rehoboth  (free  bed) 250 . 00 

L.  P.  Beers  Class — Congregational  Church 10.00 

Town  of  Seekonk  (free  bed) 250 . 00 

Student  nurses. 10.40 

Frank  J.  Ryder  (free  bed) 250 . 00 


1,870.40 

THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Schedule  of  Annual  Membership  Receipts 
General  Fund,  Year  1934 

SCHEDULE  A-2 

Rev.  James  M.  Quinn $ 30.00 

Fred  E.  Sturdy 10.00 

Max  Schweinshaut 10.00 

W illiam  H . Bannon 10.00 

Fred  L.  Torrey 10.00 

Rosella  Mason 10.00 

Lawrence  E.  Baer 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Tweedy 20.00 

Edwin  F.  Thayer 10.00 

Samuel  M.  Holman 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Brjiggs 20.00 

Alfred  D.  Crosby 10.00 

Donald  Barrows 10.00 

Harold  D.  Baker 10.00 

H.  Dean  Baker,  Jr 10.00 

Bonner  D.  Mason 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milford  E.  Bliss 20.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Stobbs 20.00 

Etta  F.  Kent 10.00 

Thomas  Carpenter 10.00 

Rev.  Thomas  F.  McNulty 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Stone 20.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  M.  Horton 20.00 

Joseph  Rioux 10.00 

James  L.  Wiggmore 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Gilmore 20.00 


350.00 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Schedule  of  Income  from  Trust  Fund  Investments 


General  Fund,  Year  1934 

SCHEDULE  A-3 

Interest : 

On  bonds $14,613.75 

On  savings  accounts 629 . 33 

On  loans  to  general  fund 575.00  $15,818.08 


Dividends : 

On  co-operative  and  savings  and  loan  bank  shares. . . . 1,271 .50 

On  industrial  shares  (Royal  Weaving  Co.) 500.00 

On  bond  investment  trust  shares 285 . 00  2,056 . 50 


Rent  of  Trust  Property  (Cottage) 625.00 


18,499.58 

Deduct : 

Repairs  on  Trust  Property  (Cottage) 191 . 55 

Collection  charges .18 

Shipping  Chaiges 17.06 

Check  Tax .08  208.87 


18,290.71 

THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Summary  of  General  Fund  Accounts 
December  31,  1934 
EXHIBIT  B 


Cash  in  checking  account $ 39.22 

Cash  in  office  fund 25.00 

Deficit 18,435.78 

18,500.00 

Notes  payable 18,500 . 00 


THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Analysis  of  Deficit 
General  Fund,  Yeai  1934 

SCHEDULE  B-l 

Deficit,  December  31, 1933 $20,855.77 

Receipts  duiing  the  Year  1934: 

From  patients,  supply  sales,  etc 65,151 .99 

From  donations 1,870.40 

From  annual  memberships 350.00 

From  income  from  trust  fund  investments  18,290 . 71 


85.663 . 10 

83.243.11 


2,419.99 


Expenses  during  the  Yeai  1934. 
Receipts  in  Excess  of  Expenses 
Deficit,  December  31,  1934 


18,435.78 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Schedule  of  Life  Members 
Trust  Fund,  December  31,  1934 

SCHEDULE  D-2 


Maurice  J.  Baer 
Lloyd  G.  Balfour 
Walter  B.  Ballou 
Randolph  E.  Bell 
C.  O.  Gustav  Beuttel 
Amos  S.  Blackirton 
George  S.  Bliven 
*Philip  E.  Brady 
Fred  E.  Briggs 
Alberta  F.  Carpenter 
Marion  P.  Carter 
*Miles  L.  Carter 
*George  W.  Cheever 
Harriet  O.  Cheever 
*Edward  P.  Claflin 
*Martha  A.  Claflin 
Ruth  W.  Clap 
Dr.  Joshua  W.  Clarke 
W.  E.  Coles 
Theron  S.  Curtis 
Blanche  Daggett 
*\\illiam  J;  Dobson  (2) 
Joseph  Finberg 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
*Edward  L.  Gowen 
Horace  B.  Gowen 
Jessie  M.  Gowen 
Graduate  Nurses  Club 
Dr.  William  O.  Hewitt 
Harry  R.  Holbrook 
Lida  M.  Holbrook 
Albert  S.  Ingraham 
*Gertrude  E.  Kendall 
Walter  M.  Kendall 
Annie  G.  King 
Dr.  Ralph  P.  Kent 
*William  L.  King 
Edwin  F.  Leach 
Max  London 
William  J.  Luther 
*David  E.  Makepeace 
Myra  B.  Makepeace 
*Deceased 


Helena  A.  Leach 
Ellen  L.  Mason 
Charles  A.  Mooers 
Dr.  Frederick  V.  Murphy 
Geneva  E.  Murphy 
Edgar  A.  Remington 
Lillian  B.  Remington 
Frank  J.  Ryder 
Gertrude  F.  Ryder 
George  A.  Rich 
Charlotte  A.  Rich 
Alice  M.  Richardson 
Harold  K.  Richardson 
*Frank  H.  Sadler 
Naomi  W.  Saywer 
George  F.  Sawyer 
Frank  E.  Smith 
Samuel  M.  Stone 
Tilda  B.  Stone 
Mary  E.  Sweeney 
Florence  M.  Sweet 
Gertrude  H.  Sweet 
Harold  E.  Sweet 
Hayward  H.  Sweet 
* Joseph  L.  Sweet 
Marian  H.  Sweet 
Leonilda  Sweeney 
Mary  A.  Toner 
James  V.  Toner 
Annie  F.  Upham 
Ernest  T.  Upham 
Charles  A.  \\  hiting 
*Josie  A.  Whiting 
Beatrice  W.  Wilmarth 
^Charles  C.  Wilmarth 
*Mary  A.  Wilmarth 
Rathbun  Willard 
John  Wolfenden 
Harry  C.  Wolfenden 
Blanche  Wolfenden 


THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Analysis  of  Surplus 
Trust  Fund,  Year  1934 

SCHEDULE  D-3 


Balance,  December  31,  1933 $24,508.98 

Deduct : 

Net  loss  on  sales  of  securities 1,320.95 


Balance,  December  31,  1934 


23,186.03 

FRED  L.  WETHERELL,  Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  AID  ASSOCIATION 

During  the  year  there  have  been  three  meetings  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial 
Hospital  Aid  Association,  with  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Allen,  President,  presiding  at  each 
meeting.  The  Purchasing  Committee  with  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Chairman, 
has  as  usual  been  most  efficient  and  has  been  ably  buying  in  quantities  and  at 
times  when  the  prices  were  advantageous  to  make  each  dollar  to  its  utmost. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Briggs,  Chairman  of  Sewing  Committee,  with  the  aid  of  Mrs. 
Ruth  Smith,  has  cut  and  distributed  articles  to  the  number  of  2084,  which  have 
been  completed  by  various  Church  organizations  and  societies  who  have  freely 
given  their  time  to  this  very  necessary  work  and  which  is  greatly  appreciated. 

At  the  exposition  at  the  Armory  advertising  Attleboro’s  business,  industries 
and  public  works,  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Aid  Association  had  a booth 
which  displayed  in  a most  interesting  and  instructive  way,  some  phases  of  its 
work  and  samples  of  things  produced  by  the  Sewing  Committee  who  deserve 
much  praise  for  their  work  and  skill  in  preparing  such  an  attractive  exhibit. 

Mrs.  Alice  Stobbs,  Chairman  of  the  Donation  Day  Committee,  reported  a 
very-  successful  drive  for  food  supplies  on  October  25,  1933 — the  people  of  the  city 
giving  most  generously  in  spite  of  the  hard  times.  This  willing  response  from  so 
many  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Association. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Sweet  gave  a Thor  ironing  machine.  The  free  beds  at  the  hospital 
were  used  as  follows:  children’s,  5 times;  women’s  10  times;  maternity  bed,  7 
times.  This  is  an  increase  in  use  over  the  last  few  years,  but  many  more  people 
could  use  this  privilege  freely  or  consider  it  in  the  nature  of  a loan  to  be  paid  at  a 
later  period  if  preferred. 

With  the  closing  of  the  year,  the  officers  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital 
Aid  Association  extend  their  thanks  to  all  who  have  helped  on  the  splendid  work 
that  means  so  much  to  our  community. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Alice  M.  Richardson, 

Secretary. 
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STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  AID  ASSOCIATION 
October  1st,  1933,  to  October  1st  1934 


Receipts 


Balance $ 662.51 

Community  Chest 4,050 . 00 


Expenses 


Women’s  Free  Bed 8 250 . 00 

Children’s  Free  Bed 250 . 00 

Maternity  Bed 500 . 00 

Hospital  Supplies 2,554 . 38 

Printing  and  Postage 3.00 

Federal  Tax .44 


Balance,  October  1st,  1934 


Furnishing  Fund 

October  1st,  1933  to  October  1st,  1934 

Receipts 


Balance,  October  1st,  1933 $ 94.09 

Interest 4.11 

Women’s  Benevolent  Society 25.00 

Gertrlude  Ryder 25.00 

Mutual  Helpers 25.00 

Daughters  of  Isabella 25.00 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Alumni 25  00 

Q.  O.  C.  Class 25.00 

Graduate  Nurses’  Club 25.00 

Raymond  Horton  (2  yrs.) 50.00 

Jessie  Fine 25.00 


Expenses 


Atherton  Furnishing  Co $ 41.50 

The  Windsor  Co 28.59 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  (Painting) 9.60 

Richardson- Wright  & Co 142.50 


Balance,  October  1st,  1934 


84,712.51 


83,557.82 

81,154.69 


348.20 


222 . 19 
126.01 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  A.  WHEELER,  Treasurer 
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SEWING  FOR  STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 
October  1,  1933  to  October  1 1934 

The  retiring  Sewing  Committee  has  completed  four  years  of  service  and  is 


presenting  their  final  report: 

Diapers 210 

Napkins 96 

Operating  Table  covers 20S 

Red  pockets 210 

Draw  Sheets 275 

Eureau  scarfs 46 

Doctors  towels 441 

Dish  towels 275 

T.  Binders 72 

Nightdresses 71 

Slings 52 

Lap  sheets 30 

Many  Tail  binders 53 

Ped  curtains 9 

Crib  sheets 12 

Roller  towels 24 


2084 

This  has  been  a happy,  busy  year.  Besides  planning,  cutting,  delivering  and 
collecting  the  usual  amount  of  sewing  material,  the  committee  took  charge  of  a 
booth  at  the  City  Exposition  in  the  Armory,  last  Spring,  in  which  were  displayed 
samples  of  every  kind  of  sewing  done  by  the  ladies  of  Attleboro  for  the  Sturdy 
Memorial  Hospital. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  committee  to  find  so  much  interest  shown  by 
ladies  who  had  a hand  in  the  work,  either  through  their  church  sewing  society 
or  other  organization.  It  also  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  enlighten  others 
who  were  completely  ignorant  of  the  whole  project. 

W e have  been  assisted  in  the  work  by  the — 

All  Saints’  Episcopal  Sewing  Society 

Women’s  Benevolent  Society  of  Murray  Universalist  Church 

Martha  Claflin  Class 

Pilgrim  Alliance 

Congregational  Sewing  Society 

Ioline  L.  Bacon  Class 

Class  20 

Baptist  Sewing  Society 
Swedish  Sewing  Society 

Union  Church  Sewing  Society  of  Attleboro  Falls 
Community  Sewing  Society  of  Norton 

Methodist  Episcopal  Sewing  Society,  and  the  Community  Sewing  Society 
of  North  Attleboro  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Car  ley. 

During  our  four  years  we  have  completed  6769  articles  of  sewing,  nearly 
7000,  which  have  included  diapers,  roller  towels,  dish  towels,  doctors’  towels, 
T.  binders,  many  tail  binders,  breast  binders,  draw  sheets,  laparotomy  sheets, 
operating  table  pads,  operating  table  slips,  bureau  scarfs,  bed  pockets,  night 
dresses,  slings,  crib  sheets,  bed  curtains,  instrument  case  covers,  maternity  skirts, 
and  operating  stockings. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  committee  has  spent  a great  deal  of  time  and 
energy  in  the  work  but  at  all  times  it  has  been  a joy  and  privilege  to  serve  the 
hospital  in  this  capacity. 

W e congratulate  the  Hospital  Aid  Association  in  their  choice  of  our  suc- 
cessors. Y\  e leel  that  the  association  is  particularly  fortunate  in  finding  two  such 
able  and  willing  workers  and  hope  they  will  meet  with  the  same  kindly  cooperation 
we  have  enjoyed  and  will  feel  free  to  call  upon  us  in  any  emergency. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lillian  E.  Briggs 
Ruth  Smith 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PURCHASING  COMMITTEE 
of  the 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Aid  Association 
October  1,  1934 

14  Nurfees’  kits  for  graduation 

Building  shelves  in  linen  room  and  laundry 

18  Wastepaper  baskets 

4 Buss  wood  splint  baskets  for  laundry 

8 Rubber  covered  caster  trucks 

456  single  bath  blankets  and  single  wool  blankets 
3 tea  pot  covers 

2 bread  plates 

1  doz.  tea  plates 
1 doz.  bread  and  butter  plates 
1 doz.  soup  plates 

New  tube  stand  and  side  rail  for  X-Ray  table 

3 small  rugs 

3 large  rugs 
10  doz.  napkins 

357  1-4  yds.  cretonne 
785  yds.  toweling 

19  1-2  doz.  towels 

1 damask  scarf 

25  yds.  booth  toweling 
80  yds.  honeycomb  toweling 
50  1-2  doz.  wash  cloths 
24  pieces  Red  Star  diaper  cloth 
460  1-2  yds.  lace 
22  doz.  spools  thread 
682  yds.  curtain  material 

9 doz.  baby  shirts 
9 doz.  baby  bands 

24  doz.  pillow  cases 
216  yds.  Indian  head 
856  yds.  good-night  twill 
773  yds.  flannel 

2 gross  rings 

4 doz.  laundry  bags 
12  gross  tapes 

24  doz.  sheets 
21  yds.  balloon  cloth 
1033  yds.  sheeting 
41  packages  needles 
120  yds  ticking 
563  1-4  yds  chambray 
165  1-2  yds.  binding 
1 pattern 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gertrude  H.  Sweet. 

SPECIAL  ROOM  FUND 
Remaking  and  new  ticks  on  4 mattresses 
Remaking  and  new  ticks  on  5 pillows 
3 pairs  rose  bordered  blankets 
Daughters  of  Isabella’s  Room  painted 

2 ball-bearing  wheel-chairs 

3 steel  top  bed  tables 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gertrude  H.  Sweet,  Chairman 
Tilda  B.  Stone,  (per  G.H.S.) 


54 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Health  Department 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT,  1934 
Health  Officer 

WILLIAM  O.  HEWITT,  M.  D. 

Bacteriologist  and  Inspector  of  Milk 
HENRY  T.  SMITH,  B.  S. 

Inspectors  of  Plumbing 

ARTHUR  B.  READ 
JOHN  W.  BULLOCK 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering 
FREDERICK  L.  BRIGGS,  D.  V.  M. 

Inspector  of  Animals 

FREDERICK  L.  BRIGGS,  D.  V.  M. 

Health  Department  Nurse 

MARY  E.  McMAHON,  R.  N. 

Registrar  of  Deaths 

HON.  STEPHEN  H.  FOLEY 

Clerk 

MILDRED  H.  SHAW 

Associate  Physician  at  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinic 

JAMES  H.  BREWSTER,  M.  D. 


Associate  Physician  at  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
GARNET  P.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

Supt.  Bristol  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital 
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TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: 

In  this,  its  twentieth  annual  report,  the  health  department  reviews  its 
activities  of  the  past  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1934  and  presents  for  your  consideration 
and  approval  certain  comments  on  the  local  health  situation. 

We  are  all  interested  more  than  ever  in  municipal  financing  and  for  your 
greater  convenience  we  submit  tables  of  comparative  yearly  expenditures  of  the 
department  for  the  last  ten  years;  department  receipts,  and  costs  of  care  of 
patients  at  the  Bristol  County  Hospital  over  the  same  period. 


Department  Expenditures  10  years 


1925  $18,115.53 

1926  16,154.99 

1927  12,099.81 

1928  13,060.96 

1929  14,251.26 


1930  $13,019.74 

1931  14,677.61 

1932  11,647.01 

1933  12,180.79 

1934  13,665.40 


Department  Receipts  10  years 


1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 


1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 


$ 4,927.65  1930 $ 2,736.92 

3,569.00  1931 1,969.60 

1,856.08  1932 1,679.76 

1,251.90  1933 1,566.94 

1,412.33  1934 1,686.44 


Cost  for  Care  of  Patients,  Bristol  County  Hospital  12  years 

$ 9,345.70  1929 $ 3,762.20 

9,162.40  1930 3,035.50 

8,535.80  1931 3,530.80 

5,491.20  1932 1,892.80 

1,945.30  1933 2,780.26 

2,904.20  1934 3,868.00 


The  per  capita  cost  to  this  city  for  the  administration  of  reasonably  adequate 
public  health  protection  during  1934  was  sixty  cents.  This  amount  is  less  than 
one-half  the  average  budget  allotment  made  for  municipal  health  departments 
at  the  present  day. 


There  is  a present  tendency  everywhere  to  curtail  budgets.  Health  workers 
over  the  entire  country  have  experienced  difficulty,  and  are  seriously  concerned 
over  the  effect  of  such  curtailment  may  have  on  official  health  services.  Aid  may 
be  forthcoming  to  local  health  departments  from  Federal  Relief  Funds  but  com- 
munity health  needs  have  not  yet  received  satisfactory  support  in  the  National 
Recovery  Program. 


Our  figures  indicate  a sizeable  reduction  in  community  costs  for  public 
health  over  a ten  year  period,  and  a marked  lessening  of  expense  necessary  for 
the  care  of  tuberculosis  patients. 


The  city  has  made  a modest  profitable  investment  in  public  health.  Sixty 
cents  is  a small  per  capita  cost  for  health  protection,  but  for  the  present  and  under 
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existing  conditions  it  seems  sufficient.  We  doubt  however  that  any  further 
reduction  in  local  health  expenditures  will  continue  to  give  us  assurance  against 
an  increase  in  the  preventable  diseases,  and  a consequent  further  drain  on  our 
resources. 

Municipal  Health  Service 

Local  public  health  problems  over  the  last  several  months  have  demanded 
the  utilization  of  more  time,  thought,  and  planning  than  has  been  necessary 
in  any  previous  year. 

As  minumum  health  requirements  for  the  improvement  of  human  welfare 
are  being  developed,  and  applied  throughout  the  country,  certain  standards 
must  be  met,  new  measures  must  be  adopted,  and  local  public  health  work  needs 
to  be  reduced  to  a system  if  the  results  of  our  efforts  in  disease  prevention  are  to 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  progressive  cities  of  our  size  and  population 
in  the  state,  and  nation. 

These  ideas  have  been  foremost  in  our  minds  throughout  the  year  as  we 
have  attempted  to  bring  out  the  best  solution  of  the  city’s  health  problems  in 
affording  reasonable  protection  to  all  citizens  against  the  spread  of  communicable 
diseases,  and  against  the  occurrence  of  unnecessary  illness  from  known  sources. 

We  have  been  brought  to  realize  that  all  our  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
not  met  at  once  with  unanimous  public  approval  even  though  in  so  far  as  our 
action  was  concerned  no  selfish  interests  were  involved. 

Organized  criticism  has  been  directed  toward  a measure  adopted  by  this 
department  for  the  protection  of  our  milk  supply.  This  regulation  would  allow 
the  sale  of  raw  milk  only  when  certified  and  therefore  safe,  and  we  believe  it  to 
be  the  most  important,  and  humanitarian  measure  ever  promulgated  by  the 
health  department.  Legal  action  against  the  enforcement  of  this  order  was 
instituted  and  the  case  was  heard  on  its  merits  in  the  Equity  Session  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  Taunton  in  February.  The  court  decision  favorable  to  the 
regulation  is  published  on  another  page  of  this  report.  Appeal  was  taken  by 
the  plaintiff  and  the  case  is  now  entered  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  this  connection  we  feel  that  there  are  certain  phases  of  public  health  work 
which  should  be  controlled  by  the  people  as  a whole,  and  which  therefore  require 
official  action.  Any  citizen  has  a right  to  his  opinion,  but  problems  that  deal 
with  such  features  as  the  maintenance  of  a safe  milk  supply  or  the  certainty  of  a 
pure  public  wiater  supply  are  or  should  be  essentially  outside  the  control  of  the 
individual. 

During  the  year  as  in  the  previous  year  the  city  has  been  quite  free  from 
epidemic  diseases.  Few  homes  have  been  under  quarantine  and  our  communi- 
cable disease  incidence  has  been  low. 

Vital  Statistics 

Population — 22,594  Death  rate  per  1,000 — 11.0 

There  were  249  deaths  in  Attleboro  in  1934.  The  crude  death  rate  figured 
on  an  estimated  population  of  22,594  was  11.00  per  1,000.  The  largest  number 
of  deaths  in  one  month  was  in  January  when  there  were  29.  Including  non- 
residents there  were  30  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  27  from  cancer,  15 
from  chronic  heart  disease,  and  16  from  different  forms  of  pneumonia. 

From  chronic  nephritis  there  were  16  deaths,  15  from  cerebral  haemorrhage, 
and  5 died  as  a result  of  automobile  accidents. 


Communicable  Diseases 

The  incidence  of  the  common  communicable  diseases  has  been  very  low, 
and  reported  cases  have  at  no  time  reached  epidemic  proportions.  This  low 
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morbidity  rate  was  constant  throughout  the  year  except  in  March,  April  and  May 
when  several  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  reported.  No  local 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  occurred  during  the  year,  and  only  one  case  has  been 
reported  here  in  several  years.  Four  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  admitted  to  the 
Sturdy  Hospital  from  other  towns. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  uncommon  this  year;  only  a few  sporadic  cases  were 
reported.  This  disease  threatens  to  be  prevalent  as  the  year  closes;  the  total 
number  for  the  year  was  9.  There  were  151  cases  of  measles,  and  91  cases  of 
whooping  cough.  One  fatal  case  of  tetanus  was  reported  in  December. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  infantile  paralysis,  undulant  fever,  meningitis 
or  mumps  reported. 

A new  low  incidence  was  established  for  diphtheria  this  year,  only  three 
cases  having  been  reported. 


Deg  Bites  and  Rabies  Prevention 

Because  of  the  fact  that  rabies  among  dogs  was  increasing  rapidly  in  this 
part  of  the  state  early  in  the  year,  physicians  and  health  departments  have  been 
particularly  careful  to  investigate  all  cases  of  dog  bite  with  the  idea  of  preventing 
possible  human  cases  of  rabies. 

57  cases  of  dog  bite  were  reported  by  physicians  here  during  the  year. 

The  department  recommends  that  all  dog  owners  attend  to  the  matter  of 
anti-rabic  inoculation  of  their  dogs.  This  immunizing  procedure  affords  a high 
degree  of  protection  for  the  dog  from  rabies. 

Chapter  320  of  the  Acts  of  1934  becomes  effective  Jan.  1,  1935,  and  provides 
in  part  as  follows:  “The  board  of  health  of  any  city  or  town  shall,  on  recommenda- 
tion of  the  state  department  of  public  health,  furnish  free  of  charge  anti-rabic 
vaccine  and  the  treatment  of  persons  as  to  whom  said  department  recommends 
such  treatment,  and  such  city  or  town,  if  in  a county  other  than  Suffolk,  shall  be 
reimbursed  out  of  the  dog  fund  by  the  county  in  which  it  is  located  for  the  cost  of 
such  vaccine  and  treatment;  provided,  that  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  shall  be  so 
reimbursed  in  the  case  of  any  one  person.  The  county  commissioners  of  all 
counties  except  Suffolk,  acting  jointly,  or  the  county  commissioners  of  each 
county,  except  Suffolk,  shall  contract,  for  the  supplying  of  said  vaccine  to  the 
several  cities  and  towns  on  the  order  of  their  respective  boards  of  health,  and 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  notify  said  boards  of  the  terms  and  conditions  of  con- 
tracts made  hereunder.  No  city  or  town  shall  be  reimbursed  hereunder,  at  a 
price  higher  than  that  fixed  by  contract  as  aforesaid,  for  such  vaccine  purchased 
by  it.” 

Tuberculosis 

All  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  that  have  occurred  in  our  community  during 
the  past  year  have  we  believe  been  promptly  reported  to  the  department,  and 
one  may  be  assured  that  in  every  instance  immediate  investigation  has  been 
made  of  each  case,  and  its  contacts  and  proper  supervision  and  care  have  been 
instituted. 

The  local  incidence,  and  mortality  show  a slight  increase  over  previous  years. 
This  fact  should  have  no  disquieting  significance  as  figures  recorded  over  a five 
year  period  show  a steady  decline  in  the  occurrence  of  this  disease.  Tuberculosis 
although  much  less  prevalent  than  it  was  ten  years  ago  is  a communicable  disease 
which  is  still  with  us  and  because  of  its  chronic  character  it  is  of  unusual  importance 
to  the  public  health.  This  disease  chooses  for  its  victims  the  children  and  young 
adults  in  family  groups  of  our  population.  Its  control  for  these  reasons  continues 
to  be  the  greatest  concern  of  every  well  organized  health  department. 

Our  local  plan  of  prevention  although  perhaps  far  from  ideal  has  shown 
some  encouraging  results.  Under  this  plan  we  have  attempted  to  adapt  certain 
recognized  principles  of  control  to  our  community  needs. 


58 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  tuberculosis  dispensary  or  clinic  is  conducted  under  rules  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health  providing  for  such  dispensaries.  The  maintenance 
of  such  a clinic  is  not  now  obligatory  under  the  statutes  in  cities  of  less  than  fifty 
thousand  population.  The  local  clinic  has  been  continued  however  because  we 
feel  that  it  is  a real  necessity  as  a part  of  the  program  of  tuberculosis  prevention. 
The  clinic  is  the  case  finding  centre  of  the  community.  Its  function  is  to  secure 
and  file  complete  histories,  and  physical  examination  records  of  all  reported 
contact,  suspicious  and  sanatorium  discharged  cases. 

Considerable  time  has  been  expended  in  recent  months  in  the  preparation 
and  revision  of  visiting  lists  to  be  used  by  the  nurse  in  her  periodic  inspections 
and  reports  of  all  cases  and  contacts  in  the  city.  A list  for  each  month  outlines 
her  work  during  that  period  of  time,  and  assures  more  uniform  visitation  and 
reports  on  all  cases. 

The  tuberculosis  clinic  has  been  well  attended  during  the  year  and  in  addition 
to  its  rountine  work  cases  referred  by  physicians  and  by  health  and  welfare 
agencies  have  also  been  examined. 

The  services  rendered  by  Dr.  Garnet  P.  Smith  as  consultant  in  the  clinic 
have  been  of  great  value  to  the  city  as  has  also  the  arrangement  made  with  the 
Bristol  County  Hospital  of  which  he  is  Superintendent  whereby  N-ray  and 
tuberculin  testing  facilities  are  available  for  our  more  complete  diagnosis  of 
clinic  cases. 

It  would  seem  that  our  present  method  of  reporting,  of  case  supervision 
and  care  and  case  finding,  clinic  maintenance,  and'  health  educational  work 
constitute  a fairly  effective  organized  effort  intended  to  prevent  the  unnecessary 
spread  of  this  disease,  thereby  saving  lives,  and  reducing  tuberculosis  costs  to  a 
minimum  in  our  city. 


Diphtheria  Control 

Three  cases  of  diphtheria  and  no  deaths  in  1934!  This  is  the  lowest 
diphtheria  rate  ever  recorded  in  this  city.  The  lowest  previous  incidence  was 
in  the  years  1924  and  1930  when  six  cases  were  reported.  In  the  ten  years  prior 
to  1930  there  were  188  cases  of  diphtheria  reported  here,  averaging  approximately 
nineteen  each  year. 

A period  of  twelve  years  of  active  immunization  work  to  prevent  the  oc- 
currence of  this  disease  has  now  been  completed.  Our  figures  show  an  unusually 
large  percentage  of  children  immunized  and  a noticeable  reduction  in  incidence 
as  a result  of  our  annual  prevention  work.  No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  ever 
occurred  here  among  our  group  of  immunized  children. 

Earlv  in  the  year  under  Civil  Works  Administration  authority  ten  nurses  and 
a supervising  nurse  were  employed  here  in  a health  project.  A census  of  all  pre- 
school children  in  the  city  was  the  principal  objective  of  this  project,  and  the 
information  thus  obtained  was  to  be  used  in  our  diphtheria  prevention  program. 
In  addition  to  this  data  obtained  in  a house  to  house  canvas  by  the  nurses  other 
particulars  were  recorded  for  the  school  physician  and  for  the  inspector  of  milk. 
The  project  began  March  9th  and  ended  April  23rd. 

The  census  was  not  completed  when  the  C.  W.  A.  work  ended  the  latter 
part  of  April  and  the  remaining  statistics  were  obtained  after  many  days  of 
volunteer  work  by  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Goddard  who  was  the  supervising  nurse  of 
the  project.  Mrs.  Goddard  not  only  gave  her  time  in  completing  the  census, 
but  also  volunteered  to  file  all  the  information  thus  obtained.  In  this  latter  part 
of  the  work  she  was  assisted  by  Miss  Helen  Bullock  another  volunteer  worker. 

As  a result  of  this  census  work  we  now  have  a comprehensive  record 'system 
which  includes  in  our  files  a card  for  each  child  in  Attleboro  under  14  years  of  age, 
and  these  records  are  kept  active  by  adding  cards  forthebirthsasthey  are  reported. 
The  cards  of  all  immunized  children  are  designated  by  colored  tape,  and  all  cards 
are  filed  by  age  groups. 
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The  usual  diphtheria  prevention  campaign  was  conducted  during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year.  Two  extra  nurses  were  employed  for  this  work,  and 
visiting  lists  for  a house  to  house  canvas  were  prepared  from  recent  birth  returns, 
and  from  the  C.  W.  A.  Census  data. 

Particular  stress  was  made  in  the  appeal  which  the  nurses  made  to  parents 
on  the  necessity  of  immunization  of  infants  and  young  children  as  a protection 
against  diphtheria,  at  an  early  age  when  the  disease  if  it  occurs  is  most  fatal. 

Our  Saturday  clinics  were  well  attended  and  nearly  all  the  children  in  attend- 
ance were  of  infant  or  pre-school  age. 

Clinics  were  also  held  at  the  Finberg  and  Washington  Schools  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  families  in  those  districts. 

We  are  gratified  to  submit  the  following  data;  a diphtheria  prevention 
clinic  record  for  the  past  year;  case  and  death  rate  record,  cases  by  age  groups,  in 
different  years,  and  our  immunization  percentages  at  different  ages. 


DIPHTHERIA  PREVENTION  RECORD  FOR  1934 

of 

Attleboro  Health  Department 


Total  number  of  treatments 1088 

Total  number  immunized  with  Toxoid 358 

Total  number  of  tests : 

New  Schick  Tests 18 

Re-schick  Tests 266 

Positive  re-schick  tests 2 

Negative  re-schick  tests 222 

Notread 42 

New  cases  under  6 years  immunized 270 

New  cases  under  2 years  immunized 151 

New  cases  2-4  years  immunized 72 

New  cases  4-5  years  immunized 29 

New  cases  5-6  years  immunized 18 

Number  of  cases  under  1 year  immunized 72 

Number  of  cases  1-2  years  immunized 79 


CHILDREN  IMMUNIZED  BY  AGE  GROUPS  IN  ATTLEBORO 


Ages 

Census 

Number 

immune 

Not 

immune 

Percent 

immune 

Under  1 year 

257 

72 

185 

28 

1-2  years 

243 

152 

81 

62.5 

2-3  years 

247 

163 

84 

66 

3-4  years 

287 

208 

79 

72.47 

4-5  years 

311 

232 

79 

74.59 

5-6  years 

295 

228 

67 

77.28 

6-10  years 

1470 

1175 

295 

79.93 

10-14  years 

1742 

1348 

394 

77.38 

Totals 

4852 

3578 

1274 

73.64 

The  above  table  indicates  the  number  and  percentages  of  children  in  different 
age  groups  from  six  months  to  fourteen  years  of  age  now  immunized  in  this  city. 
The  pre-school  census  figures  which  made  this  survey  possible  were  obtained  in 
connection  with  a C.  W.  A.  health  project  carried  on  early  in  the  year. 

64.33%  of  children  of  pre-school  age  now  immune. 

73.74%  of  children  6 months  to  14  years  of  age  now  immune. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IN  ATTLEBORO 
Rates  per  100,000  population 


Year 

Cases 

Case  rate 

Deaths 

1921 

37 

185 

2 

1922 

11 

54 

0 

1923 

13 

63 

0 

1924 

6 

29 

1 

1925 

8 

38 

0 

1926 

9 

42 

0 

1927 

23 

109 

2 

1928 

20 

93 

0 

1929 

20 

92 

1 

1930 

6 

28 

0 

1931 

8 

36 

0 

1932 

9 

40 

0 

1933 

7 

32 

1 

1934 

3 

14 

0 

CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IN  ATTLEBORO 


0-4 


1922  4 

1923  5 

1924  2 

1925  3 

1926  4 

1927  5 

1928  4 

1929  4 

1930  1 

1931  3 

1932  3 

1933  0 

1934  0 


By  Age  Groups 

5-9  10-14  15-19  20-29 
2 2 11 

3 2 11 

1 1 0 1 

2 0 10 

4 0 0 1 

8 14  1 

6 4 0 4 

10  2 2 1 

3 10  0 

0 3 0 0 

4 2 0 0 

5 2 0 0 

110  0 


1-39  40  plus  Unk’n  Total 
0 0 1 11 

1 0 1 13 

0 10  6 

0 118 

0 0 0 9 

3 1 0 23 

1 1 0 20 

0 1 0 20 

10  0 6 

0 2 0 8 

0 0 0 9 

0 0 0 7 

10  0 3 


Health  Camp 

Established  1923 


The  Health  Camp  for  undernourished  boys  opened  July  5th  for  the  twelfth 
season;  forty-one  boys  were  in  attendance. 

These  children  were  selected  from  a large  group  examined  in  the  health 
department  clinic.  The  Health  camp’s  objective  over  a period  of  several  years 
has  been  to  select  a group  of  children  annually  from  seven  to  fourteen  years  of 
age,  all  of  whom  have  been  undernourished,  underweight,  and  generally  below 
the  standards  set  for  normal  healthy  children.  These  children  after  a careful 
examination  were  made  tree  to  gain  by  the  correction  of  remediable  defects,  such 
as  defective  teeth  and  diseased  tonsils. 

Admitted  to  camp  each  child  was  taught  to  assume  a reasonable  amount 
of  responsibility  for  his  own  health.  His  extreme  lack  of  good  nutrition  was 
improved,  his  postrual  defects  corrected,  and  he  was  correctly  informed  concern- 
ing good  manners,  and  personal  and  community  hygiene  to  a degree  that  might 
be  expected  of  any  normal  child  of  his  age.  The  report  of  the  camp  supervisor 
follows : 
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ATTLEBORO  HEALTH  CAMP— 1934 

Attleboro  Health  Camp  cared  for  its  capacity  number  of  forty  boys  for  a 
period  of  six  weeks. 

The  usual  standards  of  wholesome  and  plentiful  food,  regular  periods  of 
rest  and  recreation  were  maintained.  Posture  was  again  emphasized  as  being 
essential  to  physical  improvement. 

This  year  a silhouetteograph  was  hired  from  Boston  University  for  the  first 
and  last  week  of  camp.  By  means  of  these  pictures  of  each  boy  taken  before 
and  after  posture  training  and  camp  life,  the  boys  were  able  to  visualize  their 
own  progress.  It  is  believed  that  thereby  greater  interest  may  be  developed  in 
the  boy  in  his  physical  well  being. 

The  following  are  a few  averages  attained : 


Average  age 10  years 

Average  height 53.7  inches 

Average  weight 60.14  pounds 

Average  percent  underweight 14.7 


The  average  gain  this  year  was  7 1-2  pounds.  Twenty  attained  the  average 
or  over  and  nine  attained  their  normal  weight.  The  total  gain  was  301  1-2 
pounds.  The  boys  ranged  from  8%  to  22%  underweight. 

The  weekly  distribution  of  gains  was  as  follows : 

Total  gain  Total  loss  Net  gain  Av.  gain 


1st  week 100  3-4  0 100  3-4  2 1-2  lbs. 

2nd  week 78  1-4  0 76  1-2  2 1-2  lbs. 

3rd  week 31  1-2  5 3-4  25  3-4  3-4  lbs. 

4th  week 27  3 3-4  23  1-4  3-4  lbs. 

5th  week 45  3-4  3-4  45  1 lbs. 

6th  week 20  1-4  4 16  1-4  1-2  lbs. 


The  Lions  Club  contributed  in  many  ways  toward  the  comfort  and  happiness 
of  the  boys. 

The  Camp  was  most  fortunate  in  having  four  counsellors  who  had  served 
previous  seasons.  This  enabled  them  to  work  together  most  efficiently  for  the 
best  results. 

The  standards  maintained  through  Dr.  Hewitt’s  careful  supervision  were  an 
inspiration  to  all  associated  with  Attleboro  Health  Camp. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

( Signed ) Lois  E.  Wilmarth,  R.  N. 


Conclusion 

In  concluding  this  report  the  Health  Officer  wishes  to  acknowledge  the 
assistance  and  encouragement  received  from  various  sources  during  the  year, 
which  made  it  so  much  easier  to  administer  to  the  public  health  needs  of  the 
community.  The  advice  and  counsel  of  the  Mayor  during  the  four  years  of  his 
administration  was  often  sought,  and  always  proved  helpful  in  matters  of  im- 
portance to  the  department.  The  local  newspapers  have  been  fair  in  their 
comments  on  our  efforts,  and  we  appreciate  their  value  in  health  educational 
work. 
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The  Doctors  Club  always  interested  and  always  influential  in  local  health 
matters  continues  to  devote  at  least  one  oj  its  meetings  each  year  to  some  health 
subject.  The  opinions  of  this  group  of  physicians  on  public  health  are  author- 
itative and  should  have  recognition  as  such. 

We  have  during  the  year  enjoyed  hearty  cooperation  with  other  officials  and 
non-official  agencies  in  the  city.  The  welfare  department  has  been  of  material 
help  in  promptly  furnishing  facts  regarding  settlement  of  aided  cases. 

Many  private  citizens  have  shown  an  unusual  interest  in  local  public  health 
problems  and  we  have  been  glad  to  receive  their  suggestions. 

In  this  country  today  the  people  enjoy  a higher  level  of  health  than  they 
did  in  the  previous  generation.  There  has  been  a marked  reduction  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years  in  the  so-called  preventable  diseases,  and  an  increase 
in  the  span  of  life.  In  spite  of  the  economic  and  social  difficulties  of  the  past 
four  years  the  general  health,  and  nutrition  of  our  population  has  been  well 
maintained. 

Statistical  evidence  in  every  part  of  the  country  indicates  that  the  health 
of  the  unemployed,  and  their  dependents  has  not  suffered  seriously  or  generally 
as  one  might  suppose. 

The  total  death  rate,  and  the  infant  and  tuberculosis  mortality  rate  have 
declined  to  the  lowest  figures  on  record  during  the  recent  years  of  ecomonic 
depression. 

We  would  like  to  be  assured  that  these  figures  tell  the  whole  story;  that 
our  people  have  not  as  a result  of  deprivation  suffered  from  undernourishment 
or  physical  impairment  which  might  later  cause  ill  health,  and  resulting  incapacity. 

Tuberculosis,  the  anaemias  and  other  deficiency  diseases  associated  with 
poor  nutrition  are  surely  less  common,  and  so  also  is  malnutrition  among  school 
children. 

The  improved  nutrition  of  the  people  as  a whole,  the  marked  decline  of 
preventable  diseases,  and  other  conditions  that  may  result  from  insufficient 
and  improper  food  are,  it  is  fair  to  assume,  due  in  no  small  measure  to  application 
of  public  health  principles. 

These  problems  and  their  solution  have  enlisted  an  awakening  interest  in 
public  health  administration.  The  situation  calls  for  the  education  of  the 
public  in  personal  health  for  the  dessemination  of  the  lessons  and  truths  con- 
cerning hygiene  and  sanitation,  and  for  the  bringing  about  of  a better  knowledge 
about  the  selection  of  foods,  and  the  needs  of  the  body. 

In  the  future  there  will  be  an  increasing  demand  for  still  better  community 
health,  and  this  demand  will  be  met  by  the  adoption  of  many  important  measures. 
More  effective  health  education  will  call  for  a sanitary  environment,  better 
housing,  and  less  over-crowding,  for  the  provision  of  better  facilities  for  rest, 
exercise,  fresh  air,  and  cleanliness,  and  for  a better  understanding  about  the 
importance  of  proper  nourishment,  clean  food,  safe,  clean  milk  and  shorter  hours 
of  labor. 

Preventive  medicine  and  public  medical  services  will  have  a wider  appli- 
cation, with  a better  coordination  of  public  and  private  welfare  and  health 
agencies,  and  we  hope  the  elimination  of  'politics  from  public  health. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  O.  Hewitt, 

Health  Officer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MILK  INSPECTOR  AND  AUTHORIZED  AGENT 

December  28,  1934 

Dear  Dr.  Hewitt: 

I hereby  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Milk  Inspector  and  Authorized 
Agent  of  the  Attleboro  Health  Department. 

There  are  58  licensed  milk  dealers,  101  dairy  farms  and  75  one  or  two  cow 
farms  producing  and  distributing  milk  in  the  City  of  Attleboro.  In  order  that 
all  dairy  farms  be  certified  as  required  by  law,  is  has  been  necessary  for  me  to 
score  each  and  approve  them.  Mr.  Elmer  Morton,  dairy  inspector  for  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture,  worked  with  me  for  three  days  during 
January  aiding  me  in  developing  a uniform  system  in  the  use  of  the  state  dairy 
score  card.  Of  the  100  farms  scored,  two  have  not  yet  been  approved,  and  two 
others  because  of  absolute  refusal  to  better  the  existing  unsanitary  conditions 
on  their  farms  have  had  their  permits  revoked. 

There  have  been  many  improvements  on  several  of  the  farms  due  to  the 
above  scoring.  Fifteen  new  milk  rooms  have  been  built  in  which  to  cool  and 
strain  milk.  The  majority  of  the  farmers  are  using  sanitary  single  service 
straining  pads  instead  of  the  old  fashioned  strainer  cloths  which  are  rapidly 
being  discarded.  Twelve  farmers  have  installed  electrical  refrigerators  with 
which  to  cool  the  milk,  the  effects  of  which  are  very  noticeable  in  the  bacteria 
counts  of  the  milk  compared  to  what  they  were  before  the  new  coolers  were  used. 
I have  tried  to  impress  the  farmers  with  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  cattle  clean 
especially  during  the  winter  when  the  cows  are  kept  in  the  barn  most  of  the  time. 
This  winter  has  shown  a big  improvement  over  last  in  this  respect.  Many 
farmers  are  using  contrivances  to  hold  the  cows’  tails  still  during  milking  to 
prevent  switching  dirt  and  hair  into  the  milk  pail. 

The  amount  of  pasteurized  milk  being  consumed  in  the  city  has  shown 
an  appreciable  increase  over  last  year  (74.7%  in  1933  and  82.9%  in  1934).  Within 
the  past  four  months,  two  new  pasteurizing  plants  have  been  installed  in  this 
vicinity,  one  in  South  Attleboro  and  the  other  just  over  the  Attleboro  line  in 
Rehoboth.  Two  raw  milk  dealers  sold  out  to  pasteurized  milk  dealers.  There 
are  28  pasteurizing  plants  handling  milk  for  the  Attleboro  market,  9 are  in 
Attleboro,  the  rest  are  scattered  about  in  the  towns  and  cities  surrounding 
Attleboro. 

It  has  been  my  practice,  in  order  to  control  the  handling  of  milk  coming 
from  pasteurizing  plants,  and  to  aid  the  plant  operators  to  produce  a better 
product  to  spend  one  morning  at  least  once  in  three  months  at  each  pasteurizing 
plant  in  Attleboro.  I observe  and  correct  the  technique  used  by  the  operators, 
and  take  samples  from  each  farmer’s  cans  as  they  arrive  at  the  plant.  Samples 
are  also  taken  from  the  various  parts  of  the  process  as  the  milk  is  respectively 
pasteurized,  cooled,  and  bottled,  to  determine  if  all  parts  of  the  apparatus  have 
been  sterlized  thoroughly  and  are  working  efficiently.  The  milk  dealers  appreci- 
ate this  service  and  have  called  on  me  to  give  them  extra  tests  at  times  when  they 
felt  that  their  milk  has  had  too  high  a bacteria  count. 

Each  pastuerizing  plant  in  Attleboro  is  inspected  by  me  at  least  once  a week 
for  cleanliness.  It  is  rare  that  anything  is  found  dirty  or  unsanitary  as  each 
plant  is  cleaned  and  sterilized  daily. 

I have  made  monthly  collections  of  milk  samples  from  each  dealer  during 
morning  deliveries.  The  samples  are  taken  to  the  laboratory  and  tested  for 
bacteria,  butter  fat,  total  solids  and  specific  gravity.  The  bacterial  content 
is  an  index  of  the  sanitary  conditions  under  which  the  milk  is  produced  and 
handled.  During  the  warmest  part  of  the  year  the  milk  sold  in  Attleboro  averages 
50,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  for  raw  milk  and  5,000  for  pasteruized  milk. 
During  the  winter  raw  milk  averages  5,000  and  pasteurized  500  to  1,000. 

Ihe  butterfat  and  total  solids  content  indicates  the  richness  of  the  milk. 
The  state  law  requires  milk  to  contain  at  least  5.35%  butterfat  and  12.0%  total 
solids.  Our  milk  supply  averages  over  4.00%  butterfat  and  12.8%  total  solids. 
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Each  dealer  is  notified  within  two  days  by  mail  how  his  milk  tests.  The 
dealers  do  not  seem  to  feel  that  I am  imposing  upon  them  to  take  samples  but  are 
pleased  to  give  them  to  me  for  testing  and  frequently  bring  samples  to  me  to  be 
tested.  They  are  as  much  interested  in  keeping  up  the  quality  of  their  milk  as 
I am. 

In  September  the  price  of  milk  paid  to  the  farmer  was  increased  to  7c  per 
quart  by  the  Massachusetts  Milk  Control  Board,  making  it  necessary  for  the 
dealers  to  increase  the  retail  price  of  milk  to  13c  per  quart.  Although  this  was 
a help  to  the  farmers,  it  unfortunately  decreased  the  amount  of  milk  consumed, 
as  people  could  not  afford  to  purchase  as  much  milk  at  the  new  price.  The  total 
amount  of  milk  consumed  on  November  1 was  only  6,991  quarts  as  compared  with 
7,184  quarts  on  May  1,  a drop  of  193  quarts. 

I am  also  general  sanitary  inspector  for  the  Attleboro  Health  Department, 
which  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  investigate  all  nuisance  complaints  and  inspect 
all  food  handling  establishments. 

There  have  been  an  unusual  greater  number  of  nuisance  complaints  this  year 
than  ever  before.  I have  made  71  investigations  of  57  separate  nuisances.  The 
nuisances  have  consisted  of  unsanitary  backyards,  rubbish  heaps,  unsanitary 
disposal  of  garbage,  pig  pens,  and  overflowing  cesspools. 

Food  handlers  in  this  city  are  usually  careful  to  keep  themselves  and  their 
places  of  business  in  a clean  and  neat  condition.  There  is  still  a tendency,  how- 
ever, to  allow  food  to  be  exposed  so  that  it  might  easily  be  contaminated  by 
customers.  On  several  occasions  I have  had  to  send  warning  letters  to  proprietors 
asking  them  to  protect  their  food  with  a covering. 

In  April  I had  the  responsibility  of  the  Health  Department  booth  at  the 
Attleboro  Exposition  held  in  the  State  Armory.  We  tried  to  portray  the  nature 
and  extent  of  our  work  through  the  various  exhibits  we  had  on  display  there. 

Many  people  have  installed  wells  upon  their  own  property  and  have  brought 
samples  of  the  water  to  me  to  test  for  its  safety  for  drinking.  I have  also  tested 
wed  waters  for  the  local  manufacturing  plants. 

I have  revoked  two  milk  producer’s  permits  and  suspended  one  permit  and 
one  milk  dealer’s  license  for  short  periods.  19  warnings  have  been  sent  to  dealers 
and  producers  for  keeping  unsanitary  premises  or  for  otherwise  violating  milk 
regulations. 

During  the  early  spring  I found  seven  dealers  coming  in  from  Rhode  Island 
and  delivering  milk  in  South  Attleboro  without  license.  These  dealers  were 
summonsed  into  court  and  fined.  Several  more  Rhode  Island  dealers  immediately 
applied  for  licenses  and  these  were  granted  after  investigation. 

I appeared  in  Court  three  times  as  witness  for  state  milk  inspectors  against 
a local  dealer  who  had  been  operating  an  unsanitary  milk  plant. 

Each  Saturday  morning  during  the  months  of  October,  November  and 
December,  it  has  been  my  duty  to  transport  mothers  and  young  children  from 
their  homes  to  the  Sturdy  Hospital  and  back,  making  it  possible  for  those  living 
at  a distance  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  toxoid  treatment. 

During  November  I visited  each  garage  and  filling  station  in  Attleboro  to 
check  up  on  the  kind  of  antifreeze  solutions  which  were  being  sold.  A new  state 
law  requires  that  any  one  selling  a solution  containing  more  than  3%  methyl 
alcohol  shall  be  licensed  by  the  local  health  department. 

New  state  health  regulations  on  the  manufacture  and  handling  of  ice  cream 
will  require  periodic  testing  of  all  makes  of  ice  cream  made  or  sold  in  the  city. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


65 


Statistical  Report  for  1934 

Laboratory  analyses — 

Milk — chemical 669  samples 

bacteriological 805  ' 

Cream — chemical 63  ” 

Water — bacteriological 17  ” 

Ice  cream — chemical 4 ” 

Inspections  and  Investigations — 

Dairy  farms 501 

Pasteurizing  plants 428 

Food  stores  and  restaurants 175 

Bottling  plants 5 

Ice  cream  plants 10 

Nuisance  investigations 71 

“No  dumping  of  rubbish”  signs  erected 18 

Visits  to  City  Dump 15 

Licenses  and  Permits — 

Number  milk  licenses  issued  to  dealers 61 

Number  milk  licenses  issued  to  stores  and  restaurants 118 

Number  of  oleomargarine  licenses  to  stores 7 

Number  producers  holding  dairy  certificates 96 

Number  producers  permits 176 

Number  pasteurizing  plant  licenses  issued 8 

Milk  Supply  November  1,  1934 

Number  quarts  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro 6991 

Number  quarts  pasteurized  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro 5797 

Number  quarts  raw  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro 1194 

Percentage  pasteurized  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro 82.9 

Percentage  raw  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro 17.1 

Approximate  amount  of  quarts  of  milk  coming  from  outside  area  797 

N umber  of  licensed  dealers 58 

Number  of  dealers  who  went  out  of  business 3 

Number  of  stores  and  restaurants  licensed  to  sell  milk 118 

Number  of  pasteurizing  plants  in  Attleboro 8 

Number  of  pasteurizing  plants  handling  milk  for  Attleboro 28 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  T.  Smith, 

Inspector  of  Milk. 


SUPERIOR  COURT  DECISION  ON  RULE  XVIII A REQUIRING  CERTIFI- 
CATION OR  PASTEURIZATION  OF  ALL  MILK  SOLD  IN  ATTLEBORO 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Bristol,  s.s.  Superior  Court 

In  Equity  No.  2040 

MEMORANDUM  OF  DECISION 

This  is  a bill  in  equity  in  which  the  complainant  who  is  a licensed  producer 
and  distributor  of  milk  in  the  City  of  Attleboro  seeks  to  have  the  respondent, 
who  is  the  Health  Officer  of  said  city,  restrained  from  enforcing,  as  against  him, 
a regulation  of  the  Health  Department  of  Attleboro  which  requires  that  all  milk 
sold  therein  shall  be  either  certified  or  pasteurized  as  provided  in  L.e  General 
Laws. 
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After  hearing  the  evidence,  I find  that  the  allegations  contained  in  par- 
agraphs 1,  2,  3,  and  4 of  the  plaintiff’s  bill  are  true. 

As  to  the  allegations  contained  in  paragraph  5,  in  view  of  the  evidence 
regarding  the  spread  of  disease  by  impure  milk,  I find  that  the  regulation  adopted 
was  not  an  unreasonable  one. 

I also  find  that  while  the  enforcement  of  the  regulation  will  entail  additional 
expense  to  the  complainant,  it  will  not  destroy  his  business  and  will  not  deprive 
him  of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law. 

I rule  that  the  regulation  is  not  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

I find  that  while  the  legislature  has  never  passed  a general  law  requiring 
the  certification  or  pasteurization  of  milk  in  the  state  it  has  delegated  the  power 
to  local  health  departments  to  enact  such  regulations,  and  that  this  power  has 
already  been  used  in  many  communities  by  the  adoption  of  regulations  similar 
to  the  one  under  consideration. 

Inasmuch  as  the  bill  was  fully  tried  upon  its  merits  and  these  findings  have 
accomplished  all  that  was  sought  by  the  demurrer  I have  not  ruled  upon  it. 

In  consequence  of  these  findings  a decree  may  be  drawn  dismissing  the  bill 
and  dissolving  the  stupilation. 

John  M.  Gibbs, 

Justice  of  the  Superior  Court 

The  several  requests  for  rulings  filed  by  the  complainant  are  refused. 


It  seems  quite  certain  at  this  time  that  the  plaintiff’s  exceptions  to  the 
above  ruling  will  be  withdrawn  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  that  event  the  decision  stands,  the  right  of  a health  department  to  make 
such  a regulation  is  upheld,  and  the  regulation  itself  may  be  considered  reasonable 
and  valid.  As  a result  of  this  ruling,  similar  measures  will  undoubtedly  be 
adopted  by  other  communities  throughout  the  state  as  a matter  of  protection 
to  their  citizens  against  the  sale  of  unsafe  milk.  The  regulation  should  now  be 
enforced  in  this  city  after  a reasonable  notice  has  been  given  the  milk*  producers 
and  dealers. 

If,  however,  this  order  which  was  adopted  after  much  thought  and  con- 
sideration is  repealed  or  annulled,  if  the  health  protection  which  it  affords  to  our 
citizens  especially  babies  and  children  is  denied  then  it  is  obvious  that  our  com- 
munity will  take  a step  backward  in  that  it  refuses  to  align  itself  with  other 
progressive  cities  and  town  throughout  the  state. 


REPORT  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  NURSE 

Dr.  William  O.  Hewitt, 

Health  Officer, 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Health  Department  Nurse  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1934. 

All  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  known  to  this  department  also  all  contact, 
active,  suspicious  or  arrested  cases  are  under  my  supervision.  Tuberculosis 
clinics  are  held  at  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  every  W ednesday  from  four  to 
six  p.  m.  Dr.  Garnet  P.  Smith,  Superintendent  of  Bristol  County  Tuberculosis 
Hospital  has  generously  assisted  Dr.  Hewitt  at  the  clinic.  Thanks  to  Dr.  Smith 
we  have  been  able  to  have  patients  X-rayed  at  Bristol  County  Hospital  tree  of 
charge. 
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Diphtheria  prevention  clinics  are  held  each  Saturday  morning  during  the 
months  of  October,  November  and  December.  Extra  nurses  doing  part-time 
work  have  aided  in  doing  a house-to-house  canvas  throughout  the  city.  Clinics 
have  been  held  at  Finberg  School  and  also  Washington  Street  School  in  order  to 
give  the  residents  of  the  outlying  districts  the  benefit  of  diphtheria  immunization. 

The  Health  Camp  has  been  in  operation  for  twelve  years.  A great  deal  o* 
time  and  work  is  given  to  select  forty  of  the  most  underweight  and  undernourished 
boys  in  the  city.  Practically  all  of  these  children  have  tonsils  and  adenoids  re- 
moved and  dental  defects  corrected  before  entering  camp.  The  Lions  Club 
provides  a year’s  membership  for  these  boys  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  posture  ex- 
ercises and  regular  gymnasium  work. 

Contagious  diseases  have  been  placarded  by  me  and  mothers  instructed 
in  a technique  to  be  carried  out  in  the  home  as  a means  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  the  disease  to  other  members  of  the  family.  Where  conditions  are  such  that 
fair  isolation  is  not  possible,  daily  visits  are  made. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  with  appreciation  the  splendid  cooperation  of  the 
Lions  Club,  the  school  physician,  school  nurse,  district  nurses,  Family  Welfare, 
Public  Welfare,  Doctors’  Club,  Superintendent  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 
and  all  others  who  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Department. 


Statistical  Report 


Number  of  visits  to  tuberculosis  patients 639 

Number  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases  reported  1934 16 

Number  ol  deaths  from  tuberculosis  1934 7 

Contagious  disease  visits 173 

Home  visits  to  health  camp  boys 304 

Diphtheria  Prevention  home  visits 448 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  E.  McMahon,  R.  N., 

Health  Department  Nurse. 


EXPENDITURES— 1934 

Salaries 


Health  Officer $ 948 . 20 

Inspector  of  Milk 1,353 . 35 

Inspector  of  Animals 300 . 00 

Inspector  of  Slaughter 475 . 00 

Tuberculosis  Nurse 1,443 . 88 

Care  of  Dump — Labor 694.59 

Garbage  Collection 1 ,400 . 00 

Clerk 496.15 


Total $7,111.17 


State  Sanatoria 

Bristol  County  Hospital $ 3,594 . 50 

North  Beading 143.00 

Tewksbury 53.00 

Lakeville 77.50 


Total 


$ 3,868.00 
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General  Expenses 


Nursing  and  Care  at  Home — 

Antitoxin  for  Tetanus  case $ 98.63 

M iscellaneous 6.40 

Rent 135.00 

Light 11.89 

Phone 52.81 

Laboratory  Maintenance 180.78 

Dump  material 76.70 

Auto  Maintenance 500 . 57 

Tuberculosis  and  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinics 365.67 

Physicians’  Fees — 

V enereal  Disease 597 . 00 

Tetanus 44.83 

Diphtheria 153 . 00 

Inspector  of  Plumbing — 

Arthur  B.  Read 114.00 

J.  \V  . Bullock 28.00 

Office  Supplies 58.45 

Incidentals 125.89 

Quarantine  and  Contagious  Disease  Hospitals — 

U hooping  cough 4.00 

Venereal  Diseases 87.61 

Rabies 45.00 


Total $ 2,686.23 

Total  expended  for  1934 $13,665.40 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  RECEIPTS  1934 

License  fees  collected $ 247 . 00 

State  subsidy  on  patients  at  Bristol  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital  on 

cases  settled  in  Attleboro 1,815.28 

State  reimbursement  on  State  cases,  cases  not  settled  in  Attleboro,  nor 
in  any  city  or  town  in  Massachusetts 273.80 


Total 


$ 2,336.08 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


69 


ESTIMATED  APPROPRIATIONS  1935 


Salary  and  Wages 

Salary  of  Health  Officer $ 1,000. 

Salary  of  Inspector  of  Milk 1,353. 

Salary  of  Inspector  of  Slaughtering 300. 

Salary  of  Inspector  of  Animals 500 . 

Salary  of  Tuberculosis  Nurse 1,600. 

Care  of  Dump — Labor 732. 

Garbage  Disposal 1,400. 

Clerical 523. 

State  Sanatoria 

State  Sanatoria 4,000. 

Other  Expenses 

Rent 135. 

Light 12. 

Phone 50 . 

Laboratory  Maintenance 100 . 

Care  ol  Dump — Material 50 . 

Auto  Maintenance 550. 

Tuberculosis  and  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinics 300 . 

Contagious  Disease  Hospitals 400 . 

Nursing  and  Care  at  Home 100 . 

Physicians’  Fees 800. 

Fees  to  Other  Cities  and  Towns 100 . 

Inspection  of  Plumbing 150. 

Office  Supplies 50 . 

Incidentals 75. 


Totals $14,281. 


NUISANCES  INVESTIGATED  BY  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Unsanitary  premises 4 

Keeping  of  swine 2 

Improper  sewage  disposal 2 

Unsanitary  hen  yard 1 

Dog  kennels 1 

Referred  to  other  departments 5 

Smoke  nuisance — dump 3 

Dumping  of  rubbish 14 

Overflowing  cesspool 6 

Unsanitary  plumbing 1 

Privy  vaults — unsanitary 2 

Unjustified  cause  for  complaint 4 

North  Avenue  drain 2 


00 

35 

00 

00 

00 

66 

00 

34 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.35 


DEATHS  BY  AGES  1934 
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Stillbirths  Excluded 


1922. 

1923. 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 
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CORRECTED  DEATH  RATES 


Popula- 

No. of 

Death 

tion 

deaths 

Rate 

. .20,141 

209 

10.3 

. . 20,346 

263 

12.9 

. . 20,551 

254 

12.3 

. .20,756 

261 

12.5 

. .20,961 

257 

12.2 

. .21,166 

267 

12.6 

. .21,371 

269 

12.5 

. .21,576 

300 

13.9 

. .21,777 

224 

10.2 

. .21,982 

269 

12.2 

. .22,187 

284 

12.8 

. . 22,389 

250 

11.1 

. .22,594 

249 

11.0 

DEATHS  BY  MONTHS 


January. . . 
February. . 
March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 
September 
October.  . 
November. 
December . 


Deaths 

29 

22 

19 

24 

18 

15 

16 
21 
16 
21 
22 
26 


Stillborn 

4 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

1 

0 


Total 


249  16 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED  1934 
DEATHS  FROM  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  1934 
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Lobar 

Deaths 

Pneumonia 

Cases 

Influenza 

Deaths 

Cases 

Ophthalmia 

Deaths 

Neonatorum 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mumps 

Cases 

Measles 

Deaths 

Cases 

Whooping 

Deaths 

Cough 
Chicken  Pox 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Typhoid 

Deaths 

Fever 

Cases 

Scarlet 

Deaths 

Fever 

Cases 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Other  Forms 

Deaths 

Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Deaths 

Meningitis 

Cases 

German 

Deaths 

Measles 

Cases 

Anterior 

Deaths 

Poliomylitis 

Cases 

Deaths 

Trichinosis 

Tetanus 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Dog  Bite 

Deaths 

Cases 

Septic  Sore 

Deaths 

Throat 

Cases 

Undulant 

Deaths 

Fever 

Cases 

MiON-h 

(NNHCO 
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■^(NCOOOOCCOCCrM^ 


c'-Q 

o3 


> ci 
« o « 


Totals  1 57  1 1 4 76  30  3 9 4 1 33  91  151  1 1 20  13 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  deaths,  non-resident 23 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases,  non-resident 60 

Typhoid  fever  cases  admitted  to  Sturdy  Hospital  from  adjoining  towns. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS,  1934 


hrj  S*  > <=— I «— I !>  C/2  Q 2 

S!  io*  ■a  ? g £ I 5 a ? 


Bs  ^ 


VJ  (W 


So 
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3J 

eg 
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>1 

cr 

CD 

B 

cr 

et> 

** 

B 

cr 

CD 

•-J 

5T 

Accident — Auto 

. 1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Accident — Bums 

. 1 

1 

Accident — Drowning 

1 

1 

Accident — Electricity 

1 

1 

Accident — Fall 

. 1 

1 

1 

3 

Accident — Fracture  of  Skull 

1 

1 

Angina  Pectoris 

. 1 

1 

Appendicitis,  Acute 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Aterio  sclerosis 

. 2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

19 

Arthritis,  Chronic 

1 

1 

Brain  Tumor 

. 1 

1 

2 

Bronchial  Asthma 

. 1 

1 

Bronchitis,  Acute 

1 

1 

Cancer 

..  2 

1 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

27 

Carbuncle 

1 

1 

Cellulitis  of  arm 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Embolism 

..  1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

. . 2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

1 

• 

1 

Cholecystitis 

..  1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

..  1 

1 

Coronary  disease 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Embolism 

1 

1 

Empyema 

1 

1 

Endocarditis,  acute 

1 

1 

Endocarditis,  sub-acute 

1 

1 

Endocarditis,  chronic 

..  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Heart  Disease,  organic 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

15 

La  Grippe 

1 

1 

Meningitis,  acute 

1 

1 

Myocarditis,  chronic 

..  6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

26 

Nephritis 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

16 

Pneumonia,  Bronchial 

..  1 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia,  Lobar 

..  2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

Premature  Placental  Separation . . 

1 

1 

Prostatic  Obstruction 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  embolism 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

. 3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

5 

5 

30 

Still  Porn 

. . 4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

16 

Suicide 

Tetanus 

Typhoid  fever . 


Totals 32  22  21  23  17  16  15  22  18  19  23  21  249 

Total  number  of  deaths 249 

Infant  mortality 16 

Total  number  of  deaths  including  children  under  one  year. 265 
Still  births  excluded 16 


Total 

The  infant  mortality  rate  based  on 


249 

live  births  during  the  year  was 


74 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


INFANT  MORTALITY 
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January 1 1 1 

February 

March 1 1 1 

April 2 11  1 1 

May 2 2 11 

June 

July 1 1 1 

August 2 2 11 

September 

October .• 2 111  1 

November 

December 55  1 1 3 

Totals 16  97320201  1 10600 

Apnoea  Neonatorum 2 2 1 1 

Asphyxia 1 1 1 

Atelectasis 11  1 

Birth  Injury 1 1 1 

Bronchia]  Pneumonia.  ...  2 1 1 2 

Eronchitis 11  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .1  1 1 

G astro  Enteritis 1 1 1 

Inanition 1 1 1 

Prematurity 22  1 1 

Spina  Bifida 11  1 

Unknown 11  1 

Uraemia 1 1 1 

Totals 16  9 7 3 2 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 6 0 0 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 

To  Health  Officer 
Dr.  William  O.  Hewitt 

Sir: 


The  following  report  of  work  performed  by  the  Inspector  of  Plumbing  during 
the  year  1934: 


There  were  71  permits  granted. 

Number  of  permits  for  plumbing  granted 71 

Number  of  new  buildings 12 

Number  of  water  closets  installed 83 

Number  of  sinks  installed 28 

Number  of  wash  trays  installed 12 

Number  of  lavatories  installed 42 

Number  of  bath  tubs  installed . 35 

Number  of  slop  sinks  installed 1 

Number  of  shower  baths  installed 12 

Number  of  urinals  installed 2 

Number  of  sewer  connections 18 

Number  of  work  changed  by  Inspector 8 

Consultations  with  owners 60 

Number  of  Inspections  in  plumbing 71 


Respectfully  submitted, 

(signed)  Arthur  B.  Read 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 


Dr.  Wm.  O.  Hewitt, 
Health  Officer, 
Attleboro,  Mass 

Dear  Doctor: 


December  31,  1934 


I herewith  submit  my  thirteenth  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for 
the  year  ending  December  15,  1934. 

I have  inspected  the  following  animals  and  the  conditions  under  which  they 
are  kept  on  169  premises. 


Pure  Bred 

Cows 

Y oung  cattle 
Bulls 


Grade 


78 

Cows 

. .697 

Swine 

755 

22 

Young  cattle. . 

. . 98 

Sheep 

27 

2 

Bulls . . . 

. . 18 

Goats 

18 

Oxen 

. . 2 

As  a preventative  measure  against  Rabies  in  humans,  I have  made  189  calls 
to  the  various  parts  of  the  City  to  examine,  quarantine,  and  release  dogs  that 
had  bitten  people. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(signed)  Frederick  L.  Briggs, 

Inspector  of  Animals. 


76 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  SLAUGHTERING 


December  31,  1934 

Dr.  William  O.  Hewitt, 

Health  Officer, 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Doctor: 

I herewith  submit  my  fifth  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Slaughtering  for 
the  year  ending  December  15,  1934. 


Slaughter  House  and  Field  Inspections 


Carcasses  stamped  and  passed  for  food 20 

Hogs 19 

Cattle 1 

No  condemnations  as  unfit  for  food. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

(signed)  Frederick  L.  Briggs, 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 


OF  THE 

CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


19  3 4 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1934 

Term 

Expires 

January 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin,  30  South  Main  Street 1935 

Telephone  279 

Mrs.  Lida  M.  Holbrook,  28  Peck  Street 1935 

Telephone  1227-J 

Leonard  I.  Lamb,  191  South  Main  Street 1935 

Telephone  971-W 

Mrs.  Alice  Stobbs,  63  Bank  Street 1935 

Telephone  931-J 

Mrs.  Rena  Rounseville,  141  South  Main  Street 1935 

Telephone  956-J 

Edwin  F.  Thayer,  17  Mechanic  Street 1937 

Telephone  468-M 

Leland  B.  Smith,  149  South  Main  Street 1937 

Telephone  350-M 

Mrs.  Margaret  Conro,  26  Dean  Street 1937 

Telephone  1047-J 

George  E.  Nerney,  204  North  Main  Street 1937 

Telephone  1101-W 

Organization 

Edwin  F.  Thayer Chairman 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin Secretary 

Edwin  F.  Thayer Representative  before  Municipal  Council 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 

Mr.  Thayer  Mrs.  Holbrook  Mrs.  Conro 

Text  Books  and  Supplies 

Dr.  Dakin  Mr.  Smith  Mrs.  Stobbs 

Buildings 

Mr.  Lamb  Mr.  Nerney  Mrs.  Rounseville 

Finance 

Mr.  Thayer  Mr.  Lamb  Dr.  Dakin 

Regular  meetings,  first  and  third  Monday  of  each  month  at  7:30  o’clock 
P.  M. 

Bills  are  paid  on  the  fifteenth  of  each  month. 

All  bills  to  be  acted  on  must  be  submitted  in  duplicate,  and  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  clerk  of  the  committee,  Superintendent’s  Office,  on  the  26th  of  each  month. 
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Superintendent  of  Schools 

LEWIS  A.  FALES 


Office,  Sanford  Street  School Telephone  12 

Residence,  22  Mechanic  Street Telephone  22 


The  Superintendent’s  office  is  open  on  school  days  from  8:30  to  5:00,  Satur- 
day, 8:30  to  11:30.  The  Superintendent’s  office  hours  on  school  days  are  from 
8:30  to  9:00;  4:00  to  5:00  Monday  and  Wednesday.  Monday  evening,  by 
appointment. 

Superintendent’s  Secretary 


Alice  I.  Wetherell,  Telephone  1235-J 32  Sanford  Street 

Clerks 

Hilda  R.  LaPalme 61  Hebron  Avenue 

Edna  I.  Gagner .84  Knight  Avenue 

School  Physician 

Dr.  Jesse  W.  Battershall,  Telephone  284 18  North  Main  Street 


School  Nurse 

Mrs.  Dorothy  B.  Wendell,  R.  N.,  Tel.  940-W 90  Locust  Street 

Office  hours:  Sanford  Street  School,  4 to  4:30  on  school  days. 


Attendance  Officer 


Charles  T.  Crossman 32  Benefit  Street 

Telephones:  Home670-M;  Office  670-R 

Office  hours  on  school  days:  8:45  to  9:30  A.  M.  daily  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent. 


School  Calendar 

Fall  Term — Wednesday,  Sept.  5 to  Friday,  Dec.  21,  1934. 

Winter  Term — Wednesday,  Jan.  2 to  Friday,  April  12,  1935. 

The  February  recess  to  consist  of  Feb.  21  and  22. 
Spring  Term — Monday,  April  22  to  Friday,  June  21,  1935. 


School  Sessions 

High  School — One  session,  from  8:15  to  1:40,  with  recess  of  fifteen  minutes. 
Bank  Street — One  session,  from  8:15  to  1:15. 

Briggs  Corner — 8:45  to  11:45  and  12:30  to  2:30. 

Lincoln  and  South  Attleboro — 8:45  to  11:45  and  1:00  to  3:00. 

Washington  and  Plat — 9:00  to  11:45  and  1:00  to  3:15. 

Grammar  and  Primary  Schools — Morning  session  from  9:00  to  11:45. 
Afternoon  session  from  1 :15  to  3:30.  Grade  I closes  fifteen  minutes  earlier  than 
the  other  grades. 
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No  School  Signals 

Adopted  March  5,  1928 
Four  double  strokes  on  the  Fire  Alarm  2-2-2-2 

7:15  A.  M. — Postponement  of  the  opening  of  the  High  and  Bank  Street  Schools 
till  9 o’clock. 

8:00  A.  M.  No  morning  session  except  for  the  High  and  Bank  Street  Schools. 

If  signal  has  sounded  at  7:15,  no  session  for  the  High  and  Bank 
Street  Schools. 

8:15  A.  M. — No  morning  session  for  grades  one,  two  and  three.  Afternoon 
session  for  all  grades  unless  the  signal  is  repeated  at  12:15  or  12:30. 
11 :15  A.  M. — One  session.  Grades  one,  two  and  three  will  close  for  the  day  at 
12  M.  All  higher  grades  then  in  session,  except  the  High  and  Bank 
Street  Schools,  will  close  for  the  day  at  1:00  P.  M. 

12:15  P.  M. — No  afternoon  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High  School. 

12:30  P.  M. — No  afternoon  session  for  grades  one,  two  and  three. 

6:50  P.  M. — No  session  for  evening  schools. 

The  signal  will  be  given  at  8:00  A.  M.  and  12:15  P.  M.  only  in  very  severe 
weather. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  1934 


Appropriation  for  Schools : 

Salaries $243,402 . 94 

July,  1934,  Salaries 1,500 . 00 

Other  Expenses 44,765.00 

July,  1934,  Other  Expenses 1,080.00 


Total  amount  appropriated $290,747.94 

Dec.,  1934,  Transfer  from  “Study  for  School  Accom- 
modations”  150.00 

Smith-Hughes  Fund  for  Continuation  School 375.17 


Total  available  for  schools $291,273.11 

Total  expended — gross  cost  of  schools $291,210.42 

Received  by  City  on  account  of  schools  but  not 
credited  to  school  department: 

From  the  State — 

Reimbursement  for  Teachers’  Salaries $36,344 . 25 

Reimbursement  for  Continuation  School  1932-33.  1,591 .76 

Tuition  of  State  Wards 737 . 72 


Total  from  the  State $38,673 . 73 

Tuition $220 . 00 

Use  of  School  Buildings 127.75 

Sale  of  Books  and  Supplies 398 . 90 

Cement 229 . 86 

Incidentals 26.35 

Sale  of  Vocational  School  Supplies 7.10  1,009 . 96 


Smith-Hughes  Fund,  Federal  Government 375.17 


Total  receipts $40,058 . 86 

Net  cost  of  schools  to  City,  being  the  amount 
raised  by  taxation  for  school  support $251,151.56 


This  makes  the  tax  rate  for  schools  a little  less  than 
$10.00  per  thousand  on  a valuation  of  $25,292,225, 
with  a general  tax  rate  of  $34.40. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


81 


EXPENDITURES— 1934 


General 

Account 


1.  General  Control 

Clerks $3,450.34 

Telephones 80.38 

Census  Enumerator.  . . 200.00 

Office  Expenses 165.24 

Superintendence 

Superintendent 3,789 . 42 

Attendance  Officer  and 
Custodian  of  Bldgs.  1,353.33 

Office  Expenses 157.07 

Expenses  out  of  Town . 20.10 

Automobiles 475.40 


2.  Instruction 

Teachers 

Supervisors 

Books 

Supplies 

Cooking 

Manual  Training 

Sewing 

3.  Operating  School  Plant 

Janitors 

Fuel 

Water 

Janitors’  Supplies 

Lights — Electricity .... 

Power 

Towels 

4.  Maintaining  School  Plant 

Repairs 

Equipment,  repairs  and 

replacement 

Flags 

Care  of  Grounds 

5.  Auxiliary  Agencies 

Health — Salaries 

Auto 

Transportation 

6.  Miscellaneous 

Tuition 

Graduation 

Sundries 

Express 

Insurance 


High 

School 

Elem. 

Schools 

Total 

$54.84 

$462.56 

$3,450.34 

597.78 

200.00 

165.24 

3,789.42 

1,353.33 

157.07 

20.10 

475.40 

53,175.18 
2,613.24 
1,446.89 
1,458.77 
295 . 73 
338.51 
3.88 

148,900.15 
4,584.58 
2,262.88 
3,170.87 
168 . 56 
338.01 
9.58 

202,075.33 

7,197.82 

3,709.77 

4,629.64 

464.29 

676.52 

13.46 

3,260. 

.44 

16,503.64 

19,764.08 

1,054. 

.44 

9,015.21 

10,069.65 

86, 

.62 

603.53 

690.15 

48. 

.53 

515.72 

564.25 

646 

.50 

892.95 

1,539.45 

15 

.20 

141.24 

156.44 

26 

.55 

173.16 

199.71 

716.36 

3,694.36 

4,410.72 

87.76 

386.74 

474.50 

84.85 

84.85 

100.48 

2,436.34 

2,536.82 

67.50 

2,414.87 

2,482.37 

53.10 

53.10 

440.74 

6,814.13 

9,254.87 

766.29 

766.29 

200.30 

51.60 

251.90 

9.25 

151.34 

160.59 

.25 

18.25 

18.50 

1,258.40 

2,225.06 

3,483.46 

$9,691.28  $69,406.36  $206,839.57  $.  5,637.21 
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7.  Vocational  and  Continuation  School 

Salaries 3,764.38 

Salaries  from  Smith- 

Hughes  Fund 375.17 

Maintenance — 

Transportation 327 . 57 

Gas 18.06 

Electricity 38.43  ^ 

Fuel 309.18 

Telephone 15.90 

Cooking,  sewing  and 

manual  training 188.86 

Books  and  Supplies  . . . 102 . 16 

Equipment 133.50  5,273.21 


Total  expended.  . . $291,210.42 

Balance 62.69 


$291,273.11 

SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES 

General  Control 

School  Committee $4,413.36 

Superintendence 5,795 . 32 

Instruction 218,766.83 

Operating  School  Plant 32,983 . 73 

Maintaining  School  Plant 7,506.89 

Auxiliary  Agencies 1 1 , 790 . 34 

Miscellaneous 4,680.74 

Continuation  School  Expenses 5,273 .21 


Total $291,210.42 

Balance 62.69 


$291,273.11 

SUMMARY  OF  ACCOUNTS 

Salaries $243,877.07 

Other  Expenses 46,958 . 18 

Smith-Hughes  Fund 375 . 17 


Total $291,210.42 

Balance 62.69 


$291,273.11 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATIONS 
New  Hebronville  School  (Finberg  School) 

Balance  of  Appropriation  from  1933 $2,823.08 

Expenditures 

Filing  Equipment  Bureau $60 . 25 

George  F.  Cram  Co 12.85 


$73  10 

Balance  on  hand 2,749.98 


$2,823.08 
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Appropriation 


Study  for  School  Accommodations 


$500.00 


Expenditures 


Kilham,  Hopkins  & Greeley $350.00 

Transfer  to  “Other  Expenses” 150.00 


$500.00 

George-  Ellzey  Fund 

Nov.  23,  1934 — Amount  received  from  State  Dept,  of  Education $ $825  00 

Expenditures 

Expended  for  salaries  of  teachers  in  the  Attleboro 


Jewelry  Trades  School — 

Nov.  5-Dec.  21,  1934 — 7 weeks $535.00 

Balance  on  hand 290 . 00 


$825 . 00 


Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Attleboro : 

I submit  herewith  my  thirtieth  annual  report,  it  being  the  fiftieth  in  the 
series  of  Superintendent’s  Reports. 


STATISTICS 
1 — Population 

Census,  1930 21,777 


1) — School  Census,  October,  1934 


Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  7 696 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  7 and  14 2812 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16 784 


111 — Attendance 
September,  1933  to  June,  1934 


Total  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled 4,408 

Average  daily  membership 4,156 

Average  daily  attendance 3,950 

Percent  of  attendance 95 
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TABLE  1 


Showing  average  membership  of  the  High  and 
elementary  schools  for  the  last  ten  years 


High 

Elem.  Schools 

All  Schools 

Av. 

Av. 

Av. 

Memb. 

Gain 

Memb. 

Gain 

Memb.  Gain 

1923-1924.  .. 

600 

23 

3092 

125 

3692 

148 

1924-1925 . . . 

646 

46 

3136 

44 

3782 

90 

1925-1926.  .. 

676 

30 

3115 

-21 

3791 

9 

1926-1927 . . . 

697 

21 

3164 

49 

3861 

70 

1927-1928 . . . 

706 

9 

3171 

7 

3877 

16 

1928-1929.  .. 

679 

-27 

3194 

23 

3873 

-4 

1929-1930.  . . 

665 

-14 

3241 

47 

3906 

33 

1930-1931 . . . 

693 

28 

3333 

92 

4026 

120 

1931-1932.  .. 

823 

130 

3302 

-31 

4125 

99 

1932-1933 . . . 

920 

97 

3356 

54 

4276 

151 

1933-1934.  . . 

893 

-27 

3263 

-93 

4156 

-120 

Fall  Term, 

September- December,  1934 

High 

Elem.  Schools 

All  Schools 

Gain 

Gain 

Gain 

Av. 

over 

Av. 

over 

Av. 

over 

Memb. 

1933 

Memb. 

1933 

Memb.  1933 

September . . . 

941 

14 

3228 

-79 

4169 

-65 

October 

939 

18 

3242 

-69 

4181 

-51 

November. . . 

936 

21 

3228 

-61 

4164 

-40 

December. . . 

930 

18 

3209 

-63 

4139 

-45 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

Number  of  School  Buildings  (5  portables) 

24 

Number  of  Class  Rooms  «'H.  S. 

25;  Grades  105) . . . . 

130 

Number  of  Rooms  in  Use 

125 

Valuation  of  School  Buildings. 

.$1,537,800 

Insurance  on 

School  Buildings. 

.$1,193,900 

Appropriated  for  repairs  in  1934 

$6,500 

TEACHERS 


Number  of  Teachers  and  Supervisors,  Dec.,  1934 153 

Number  of  Teachers  in  High  School 32 

Number  of  Teachers  in  Grades  I- VIII 108 

Number  of  Teachers  in  Kindergarten 3 

Number  of  Special  Teachers 6 

Number  of  Teachers  in  Vocational  School 4 


COST  OF  INSTRUCTION— 1934 

Valuation  of  Attleboro,  1934 $25,292,225.00 

Tax  rate  per  $1,000,  1934 $34 . 40 

Expended  for  support  of  schools,  excluding  Continuation  School . . . $285,937 . 21 
Average  membership  of  day  schools,  September  1933  to  June  1934  4156 

Expended  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership $68.80 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil $2.01 
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High  School 

Total  expended  for  High  School,  including  High  School  share  of 


general  expense $71,489 .99 

Average  membership  of  High  School,  1933-1934 893 

Cost  per  pupil $80  ■ 06 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil $3.25 


Elementary  Schools 


Total  expended $214,447 . 22 

Average  membership,  1933-1934 3263 

Cost  per  pupil $65 . 72 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil $1.67 


THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

In  my  report  last  year  I called  attention  to  the  fact  that  since  September  1931, 
the  High  School  has  been  badly  crowded.  For  seven  years  the  membership  for 
the  months  of  September  and  October  has  been  as  follows : 


High  School  Membership 


Sept.  Oct. 


1928  732  720 

1929  689  690 

1930  716  718 

1931  853  848 

1932  958  950 

1933  927  921 

1934  941  939 


Gain  since  1930,  225  pupils  or  31%. 

There  are  225  pupils  more  than  in  1930,  two  less  teachers,  and  no  more  class 
rooms.  Classes  have  increased  in  size  about  40%. 

The  High  School  should  not  continue  indefinitely  under  this  handicap. 
Neither  teachers  nor  pupils  can  do  their  best  work  under  existing  conditions.  A 
study  of  the  situation  was  made  this  year  by  Kilham,  Hopkins  and  Greeley, 
of  Boston,  who  recommended  an  addition  to  the  high  school  building,  and  al- 
terations to  the  present  that  would  adequately  provide  for  about  950  pupils. 
The  estimated  cost  for  the  addition  and  alterations  was  $93,000.  The  school 
committee  presented  a request  for  this  amount  to  the  mayor  and  city  council 
in  July  but  as  yet  no  action  has  been  taken.  So  long  as  young  people  can  find  no 
work,  and  they  are  willing  or  obliged  to  go  to  school,  they  should  be  given  ample 
opportunity  to  secure  an  education  suited  to  their  needs. 


VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 

For  the  past  three  years  the  school  reports  have  contained  statements  of 
the  various  means  used  to  reduce  school  expenses  and  how  the  educational  op- 
portunities for  the  school  children  have  been  curtailed.  The  list  is  long  and  rather 
discouraging  to  one  who  has  the  welfare  of  the  children  at  heart.  This  year, 
however,  I am  glad  to  record  an  expansion  instead  of  a curtailment.  An  attempt 
is  being  made  to  provide  suitable  education  and  training  for  those  boys  and  girls 
over  14  years  of  age,  who  perhaps  do  not  like  the  regular  school  work  of  the  upper 
grade,  but  who  are  interested  and  successful  in  a combination  of  shop  work  or 
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household  arts,  and  some  of  the  regular  school  subjects.  This  is  the  new  Voca- 
tional School,  an  enlargement  of  the  Continuation  School.  The  Continuation 
School  is  for  employed  minors  under  16,  who  attend  school  one-half  day  a week 
when  employed  and  five  days  a week  when  not  employed.  Under  the  NRA  few 
minors  under  16  can  obtain  employment,  so  that  the  number  attending  Con- 
tinuation School  is  very  small.  The  Vocational  School  is  for  any  minor  over  14, 
whether  employed  or  not,  who  can  profit  by  the  instruction  offered,  and  is  a full 
time  school.  It  solves  the  problem  for  those  boys  and  girls  who  cannot  get  work, 
who  do  not  succeed  well  in  the  regular  school,  and  who  must  attend  school  till 
they  are  sixteen.  The  Vocational  school  has  been  a success  since  it  opened  in 
September,  the  pupils  have  been  interested  and  the  attendance  good.  I refer 
you  to  the  report  of  the  director  for  further  information  regarding  the  Vocational 
School. 


THE  JEWELRY  TRADES  SCHOOL 

The  Vocational  School  and  the  Continuation  School  attempt  especially  to 
provide  for  the  educational  needs  of  boys  and  girls  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  years 
of  age,  although  minors  over  sixteen  may  attend.  The  Jewelry  Trades  School  is 
the  outgrowth  of  an  attempt  made  last  summer  by  a group  of  citizens  to  provide 
some  training  for  young  men  from  sixteen  to  twenty-four  years  of  age  during  the 
summer  months.  The  whole  story  of  the  inception  and  growth  of  the  school 
is  well  told  by  the  director,  Mr.  Frank  Straker.  whose  report  follows. 

The  school  started  August  27,  as  an  E.  R.  A.  project  under  the  local  E.  R.  A. 
administrator,  with  an  allotment  of  $660.  It  was  continued  as  such  till  November 
5,  when,  the  allotment  of  money  having  been  exhausted,  it  was  taken  over  as  an 
F.  E.  R.  A.  project  under  the  school  committee.  The  school  is  being  supported 
entirely  by  federal  funds  and  local  contributions,  no  part  of  the  expense  oeing  paid 
by  the  city.  This  school  as  yet  is  still  experimental,  but  it  is  being  well  supported 
by  the  manufacturers  who  have  contributed  in  cash  as  well  as  much  equipment 
and  many  tools.  It  is  receiving  much  attention  and  support  from  the  division 
of  vocational  education  of  the  State  Department  of  Education,  it  has  an  aggres- 
sive director,  and  with  adequate  support  on  the  part  of  the  city  promises  to  be- 
come a very  successful  trade  school.  If  it  did  no  more  in  these  times  of  depression 
than  to  fulfill  the  original  purpose  of  the  founders,  that  is,  to  give  unemployed 
young  men  something  to  do  to  keep  them  busy,  it  would  be  worth  while  as  a social 
project.  But  the  school  has  long  since  passed  that  stage  and  is  now  providing 
valuable  training  for  young  men  who  wish  to  prepare  themselves  for  a good  job 
in  the  shops  when  the  demand  for  workers  shall  come. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Straker  follows: 

“The  committee  responsible  for  the  establishment  of  the  E.  R.  A.  school 
has  decided  to  change  the  name  to  “Attleboro  Jewelry  Trades-  School/ ’ this  name 
being  more  in  harmony  with  the  purposes  ot  the  school.  One  of  the  causes  for 
this  being  the  fact  the  school  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  state  department 
of  vocational  training  of  Massachusetts  through  the  Attleboro  school  committee 
and  the  superintendent  of  schools,  Lewis  A.  Fales,  and  has  no  further  coni' ection 
with  the  E.  R.  A.  administration  of  Attleboro. 

It  was  felt  by  the  committee  that  this  might  be  an  opportune  time  to  give 
to  the  citizens  of  Attleboro  a concise  history  of  the  school  to  date  so  that  those 
who  so  generously  gave  equipment,  material  and  money  for  its  support,  might 
know  what  has  been  accomplished  and  further  that  the  parents  of  unemployed 
boys  over  16,  might  realize  the  splendid  opportunity  that  exists  for  their  boys  to 
acquire  some  knowledge  and  experience  in  various  branches  of  the  jewelry  in- 
dustry. 

This  committee  was  first  organized  early  last  July  and  was  composed  of  the 
following  men:  Arthur  L.  Hazlett,  chairman,  George  E.  Nerney,  Lewis  A.  Fales, 
Harry  R.  Holbrook,  Percy  B.  Ball,  Charles  C.  Cain,  Jr.,  and  Frank  H.  Strader. 
After  several  meetings  at  which  the  problem  of  doing  something  for  the  young 
unemployed  men  was  discussed  at  great  length  it  was  decided  to  try  to  organize 
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a school  where  unemployed  men  could  be  taught  the  rudiments  of  various  jewelry 
trades,  to  the  end  that  they  might  more  easily  get  a job,  and  that  during  the  in- 
terim they  might  have  a worthwhile  interest  to  keep  them  occupied  and  out  of 
mischief.  After  a lot  of  hard  work  by  the  committee,  Attleboro  was  alloted  the 
latter  part  of  August  $660  of  E.  R.  A.  money,  to  pay  five  instructors,  to  give  the 
school  idea  a trial. 

While  all  the  above  was  taking  place  the  National  Reemployment  office 
of  which  I was  in  charge,  was  closed,  and  the  committee  asked  me  to  take  over  the 
supervision  of  the  school,  which  I was  glad  to  do.  Registrations  were  started 
at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Monday,  August  27,  with  myself  as  director  and  Charles  R. 
Gunner  as  teacher  of  bench  work.  Seventy-five  registered  the  first  day.  E.R.A. 
rules  were  that  the  school  should  be  open  six  hours  a day,  three  days  a week. 
This  has  since  been  changed  and  we  are  now  open  four  days  a week,  six  hours 
per  day. 

The  first  two  weeks  were  spent  in  lectures  or  talks  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Talks 
were  given  by  the  following:  Charles  C.  Cain,  Jr.,  George  E.  Nerney,  Percy  B. 
Ball,  Harry  R.  Holbrook,  Frank  Mossoerg,  Miss  Palmer,  Guy  Weymouth,  Mr. 
Otis  and  myself  on  various  subjects  such  as  purpose  of  school,  tools  and  tool- 
making, future  of  jewelry  industry,  designing,  craftsmanship,  books,  their  use 
and  where  to  find  them.  One  whole  day  was  spent  on  practical  letter  writing  on 
how  to  apply  for  a job.  Visits  were  also  made  to  the  public  library  and  to  the 
R.  F.  Simmons  Company  factory. 

It  was  very  evident  at  this  time  that  if  the  school  was  to  be  successful  that 
it  had  to  be  practical  and  not  theoretical  so  I was  authorized  by  the  committee 
to  contact  the  various  manufacturers  to  see  if  the  necessary  equipment  and  ma- 
terial could  be  procured. 

I would  like  to  say  right  here  that  the  response  by  the  manufacturers  was 
instantaneous  and  wholehearted  and  I have  yet  to  be  refused  the  use  of  anything 
by  a manufacturer  if  he  had  it.  A great  many  thanks  are  due  A.  S.  Ingraham, 
who  donated  factory  space  in  the  Ingraham  building  on  Union  Street  for  use  of 
the  school  which  we  now  occupy.  Lawrence  Swift  also  offered  use  of  space  in 
the  D.  E.  Makepeace  building  out  this  space  required  a little  more  work  to  make  it 
ready  for  occupancy,  so  was  not  utilized.  The  school  moved  into  the  Ingraham 
building  the  second  week  in  September  with  one  instructor,  30  pupils  and  myself 
as  director.  The  first  few  days  were  spent  in  cleaning  and  putting  the  place  in 
order  and  planning  where  things  would  be  put  when  and  if  we  were  successful 
in  getting  them.  One  of  the  pupil’s  father  had  a truck  which  we  borrowed  and 
one  group  went  out  collecting  material  that  had  been  donated.  One  of  the 
first  things  to  be  received  was  a foot  press  from  the  Ralph  R.  Gunner  Manu- 
facturing Company.  We  also  received  the  first  week,  borax  slates,  tubes,  asbes- 
tos blow  pipes,  fancy  wire,  die,  disks,  findings,  solder  and  other  miscellaneous 
items  from  the  C.  H.  Eden  ComDany. 

The  bench  group  was  the  first  group  to  start  actual  instruction.  They 
commenced  the  second  week  making  rings  and  pins  of  various  kinds. 

David  A.  Taylor  was  the  second  instructor  to  be  appointed.  He  took  charge 
of  the  tool  workers  and  under  his  direction  the  different  machines  were  repaired 
and  set  up.  He  has  recently  resigned  owing  to  a rush  of  work  in  his  own  factory 
and  his  position  has  been  filled  by  Charles  G.  Thomae.  The  third  instructor 
to  be  appointed  was  Walter  Purdy,  who  took  charge  of  the  lacquerers  and  finally 
George  Mullen  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  polishing  group. 

In  addition  to  repairing,  cleaning  and  setting  up  all  machinery  the  men  have 
made  benches  out  of  old  sinks  and  other  discarded  lumber,  repaired  chairs, 
constructed  a lacquer  booth,  done  some  electrical  work,  some  blacksmithing, 
made  shelves  and  racks,  set  up  a stock  room,  set  up  a sink,  put  up  a motor, 
put  up  a line  of  shafting  with  hangers,  stringers,  etc.,  measured  and  put  up  belts, 
put  up  pulleys  and  have  found  time  to  listen  to  a talk  once  a day  by  an  instructor 
and  to  make  some  tools  for  themselves. 
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The  bench  workers  have  made  rings,  paper  knives,  pins  and  coffee  sets  as 
well  as  repaired  different  articles  from  home.  The  lacquerers  have  sprayed 
cigarette  cases,  lighters,  jars  (for  spices),  vases,  lamps,  lamp  shades,  bird  cages  and 
a bicycle.  They  have  mixed  colors  and  made  stencils.  The  tool  workers  have  made 
bench  vises,  screwdrivers,  chisels,  prick  punches,  piercing  tools,  arbors,  cutters 
and  plungers  as  well  as  some  patterns  for  castings  with  which  to  repair  some  of 
the  machines.  One  boy  is  now  making  the  iron  work  for  an  ice  boat.  The 
polishers  besides  polishing  everything  made  in  the  school,  have  polished  silver- 
ware and  jewelry,  brought  from  home,  and  have  worked  on  various  articles 
which  we  have  borrowed  from  the  different  manufacturers. 

The  following  is  a list  of  machines  in  operation  at  present  and  their  donors : 
power  saw,  George  L.  Claflin  Company;  small  shaper,  Oscar  Hillman;  friction 
drill  press,  School  Department;  cutter  miller,  D.  A.  Taylor;  milling  machine, 
Larson  Tool  Company;  index  head  and  vise  for  same,  Apco  Mossberg  Company; 
lathe,  School  Department;  dogs  for  same,  Apco  Mossberg  Company;  B.  & S. 
grinder,  Bates  & Bacon;  small  pair  of  rolls,  D.  A.  Taylor;  polishing  bench  with 
five  heads,  Batson  Company;  blower  and  dust  collector,  A.  S.  Ingraham  Com- 
pany; sawdust  box,  Reynolds  Machine  Company;  five  h.  p.  motor  and  shafting, 
A.  S.  Ingraham;  2 h.  p.  motor,  Oscar  Hillman;  speed  lathe,  A.  S.  Ingraham; 
speed  lathe,  Oscar  Hillman;  plunger  miller,  Oscar  Hillman;  small  drill  press, 
A.  S.  Ingraham;  rotary  shears  (power  driven),  A.  S.  Ingraham;  rotary  shears 
(hand  operated),  Oscar  Hillman;  another  grinder,  Bates  and  Bacon;  small  blower 
and  motor,  A.  S.  Ingraham;  foot  press,  Ralph  R.  Gunner  Mfg.  Company. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  have  had  given  to  us  chairs  and  a drill  chuck  by 
Harry  R.  Holbrook,  a vise  by  American  Metal  Crafts;  slates,  wire,  etc.,  by  C.  H. 
Eden;  findings  by  Guyot  Bros.;  belting,  lacquer,  chairs  and  small  tools  by  Oscar 
Hillman,  lacquer  and  spray  guns  by  Fillkwik  Company;  belting  by  Bay  State 
Optical  Company;  wire  by  D.  E.  Makepeace  Company;  lacquer,  belting,  steel, 
saws  and  tool  bits  by  George  L.  Claflin  Company;  lacquer  by  Quaker  Silver 
Company;  micrometers,  gauges,  scales,  caliper  squares  and  $162  worth  of  milling 
cutters  from  Brown  and  Sharpe  Company;  files  from  Nicholson  File  Company; 
micrometers,  scales,  levels,  caliper  squares  and  other  tools  from  the  Starrett 
Company  through  Brownell  Hardware  Company;  drills  from  S.  W.  Card  Com- 
pany; taps,  drills  and  steel  from  Bay  State  Tap  and  Die  Company;  steel  from 
Wetheral  Bros.,  Boston,  through  Mossberg  Pressed  Steel  Company;  assorted 
round  steel  from  Apco  Mossberg  Company;  assorted  slotting  and  jewelers’  saws 
from  Thurston  Mfg.  Company;  assorted  stock  from  the  Balfour  Company; 
50-lb.  stamps,  sawdust  box,  chairs,  assorted  steel,  small  tools,  screws,  gas  plate, 
bench,  etc.,  from  Reynolds  March  Company;  gas  furnace  from  Oscar  Hillman. 

The  H.  & C.  Engineering  Company  donated  the  material  to  hook  up  our 
lacquer  booth  and  one  motor.  This  work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of 
William  Metters,  master  electrician,  for  the  H.  & C.  Company.  The  Union 
Plate  & Wire  Company  have  rolled  stock  for  us,  Leach  & Garner  Company 
ground  a pair  of  rolls  for  us;  Mossberg  Pressed  Steel  Company  did  some  welding 
for  us  and  we  have  borrowed  tools  to  use  for  special  work  from  A.  A.  Augat 
Machine  & Tool  Company,  Smith  Richardson  Company,  Apco  Mossberg  Com- 
pany and  D.  A.  Taylor  Tool  Company.  Our  bright  dipping  has  been  done  by 
the  Knobby  Plating  Company. 

The  Attleboro  Building  Wrecking  Company  has  offered  us  lumber  for 
benches  which  we  expect  to  take  advantage  of  in  the  near  future.  The  committee 
also  raised  a sum  of  money,  to  which  most  manufacturers  contributed.  This 
fund  is  being  used  for  materials,  power,  gas.,  etc. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  publicly  all  firms  and  individuals 
who  through  their  kindness  in  donating  time,  material  or  money,  have  made  it 
possible  for  this  school  to  exist.  If  I have  failed  to  mention  any  who  have  donated 
it  is  not  intentional  but  merely  because  memories  are  faulty. 

I wish  to  extend  to  parents  and  manufacturers  alike  an  invitation  to  visit 
our  school  so  that  you  may  have  a clearer  idea  of  what  we  are  doing  and  what  we 
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hope  to  do.  Up  until  the  time  the  school  moved  into  the  Ingraham  Building, 
there  had  been  about  80  registrations  but  we  were  only  able  to  provide  for  about 
25  at  that  time.  Our  average  attendance  has  been  about  28  and  is  slowly  in- 
creasing, so  that  now  it  has  reached  about  32  and  I can  see  the  time  fast  ap- 
proaching when  our  attendance  will  be  governed  entirely  by  our  facilities  to 
accommodate  the  men.” 


COST  OF  EDUCATION 

We  still  continue  to  educate  our  children  at  a very  low  cost  per  pupil.  In 
1933,  according  to  the  State  Report,  the  cost  per  pupil  in  Attleboro  was  $75.41. 
Out  of  355  towns  and  cities  in  the  State,  Attleboro’s  rank  was  No.  293.  Only  62 
towns  and  cities  had  a lower  rank.  In  1934  the  cost  per  pupil  in  Attleboro  was 
$65.69.  Attleboro’s  rank  in  the  State  was  No.  326.  Only  29  towns  and  cities 
had  a lower  cost  per  pupil. 


The  29  places  are  as  follows : 

Group  I,  1 city  Leominster $64 . 22 

Average  cost  for  39  cities  in  the  State,  Group  I . . . $88 . 36 


Group  II,  12  towns  Dracut 64.73 

Rockland 64.65 

Clinton 64.17 

North  Attleboro 64.15 

Grafton 62.87 

Chelmsford 62.26 

Athol 62.06 

Maynard 61.87 

Randolph 61.25 

Adams 60.68 

Saugus 59.61 

Winchendon 51.49 

Average  cost  for  123  towns  in  Group  II $88.20 


Group  III,  12  towns  Upton 65.39 

Holliston 65.11 

Blackstone 64.98 

Douglas 63.60 

Tisbury 63.17 

Hadley 62.27 

Oxford 61.83 

Pepperell 60.99 

Templeton 60.22 

Medway 60.05 

Wilmington 58.63 

Leicester 58.30 

Average  cost  for  108  towns  in  Group  III $85 . 34 


Group  IV,  4 towns  Rehoboth 61.22 

Seekonk 61.20 

Bellingham 60.79 

Millville 59.97 

Average  cost  for  126  towns  in  Group  IV $98.31 


Average  cost  for  355  towns  in  State $87.09 

Cost  for  Attleboro $65 . 64 


I believe  the  large  classes  and  crowded  conditions  have  already  affected  the 
efficiency  of  the  High  School.  How  much  lower  can  we  cut  our  costs  without 
affecting  the  efficiency  of  all  the  schools? 

The  accompanying  graph  will  show  our  standing  in  the  State. 
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ATTLEBORO’ 


S RANK  IN  THE  STATE 


State  report  for  1934 


Valuation  Cost 

Population  Valuation  Per  Pupil  Per  Pupil 
No.  .16  No.  43  No.  197  No.  326 


Population  Valuation  Valuation  Cost  per  Pupil 

21,769  825,307,970  per  Pupil  865.61 

Rank  36th  in  Rank  43rd  in  86,093  Rank  in  State  326th 
355  Towns  and  355  Towns  and  Rank  197th  Only  29  Cities 
Cities  in  the  Cities  in  the  in  the  and  Towns 

State  State  State  lower 
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DEPARTMENT  CREDITS 

Few  people  realize  how  much  the  State  contributes  toward  the  support  of 
schools  in  Attleboro.  In  1933  there  was  received  from  the  State  the  following 
amounts : 


Reimbursement  on  Teachers’  Salaries $36,786.76 

Americanization 264.95 

State  Wards 1 , 1 76 . 87 

Continuation  School 2,981 . 32 


$41,209.90 

To  this  may  be  added  $691 . 72  received  from  the  federal  government,  and 
$754.34  from  the  sale  of  books  and  supplies,  use  of  school  buildings,  etc.  This 
makes  a total  of  $42,655.96  which  came  into  the  city  treasury  in  1933,  but  was  not 
credited  to  the  school  department. 


For  1934  the  State  paid  on  account  of 


Teachers’  Salaries $36,344 . 25 

Continuation  School 1,591 . 76 

State  Wards 737.72 


$38,673.73 

Other  receipts  will  probably  be  about 720 . 00 


making  a total  of $39,393.73 


to  be  credited  against  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  support  of  schools. 


ACHIEVEMENT  TESTS 

The  testing  program,  started  in  1930,  has  become  a part  of  our  regular 
school  procedure.  Tests  are  given  in  the  fall  and  in  the  spring,  the  results 
tabulated,  and  a report  given  to  each  teacher  whose  pupils  were  given  the  test. 
This  year  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  were  used.  The  results  of  the 
tests  given  in  November  1934,  are  here  given. 


Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests 
November,  1934 

Equivalent  Grades  for  Attleboro 
Subject 


bC 

>> 

Sh 

c3 

+3 

o a 
•.£  © 

O 

+3  W 

© 

+3 

33 

>> 

Grades 

3 

Xi 

§ S 
S c3 

1| 

bJO 

-3 

CQ 

>> 

"a 

a3 

f-i 

Taking 

Tests 

Grade 

Norm 

"D 

c3 

© 

c3 

O 

o 

> 

rX  '"O 
•+3  £ 

Is 

3 

a 

m 

3b 

a 

a 

t-c 

© 

•+3 

13 

o 

bC 

O 

© 

O 

VIII  B 

8.3 

8.3 

7.9 

8.4 

8.5 

8.2 

8.8 

8.9 

8.8 

8.8 

VII  B 

7.3 

7.8 

7.4 

7.8 

7.6 

7.2 

8.2 

8.7 

8.2 

8.4 

VI  B 

6.3 

6.5 

6.2 

6.6 

6.3 

6.2 

6.9 

V B 

5.3 

5.5 

5.4 

5.3 

5.2 

4.10 

5.9 

92 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  figure  to  the  right  of  the  decimal  point  indicates  the  month  of  the 
school  year.  8.3  means  the  third  month  of  the  year  in  the  eighth  grade.  A 
grade  is  up  to  standard  if  its  equivalent  grade  is  the  same  as  or  higher  than  the 
grade  given  for  the  norm.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  all  subjects  but  spelling  the 
schools  are  well  up  to  the  standard,  and  in  spelling  three  of  the  grades  are  but  one 
month  below  the  norm.  The  results  of  these  tests  are  very  encourgaing. 


PENMANSHIP 

The  Palmer  Method  of  Penmanship  offers  an  award  to  each  grade  for  the 
satisfactory  completion  of  a certain  number  of  drills.  The  awards  are  made 
by  the  A.  N.  Palmer  Company.  The  number  of  awards  received  by  the  pupils 
indicates  their  activity  in  this  subject,  and  shows  the  excellence  attained. 


SUMMARY  OF  PENMANSHIP  AWARDS.  1933-1934 
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Per  Cent  of  Pupils  in  Each  Grade  Receiving  Awards 


June  Pupils  holding  Per  cent 
Enrollment  Award  for  Grade  of  Pupils 

Grade — High,  Commercial  Course 42  42  100% 

VIII 325  296  91% 

VII 373  307  82% 

VI 381  343  90% 

V 423  403  95% 

IV 408  374  92% 

III 427  359  84% 

II 440  431  98% 

1 379  341  90% 


Total 3196  2896  91% 

In  June,  1934,  2896,  or  91%  of  the  pupils  had  the  award  for  the  grade. 
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VALUATION  AND  INSURANCE  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

In  1926  a survey  of  the  city  property  was  made  by  Mr.  O.  A.  Johnson,  and 
sound  values  established  on  all  buildings.  Additional  insurance  was  placed  at 
that  time,  especially  on  the  brick  buildings  to  bring  the  insurance  up  to  80%  of 
the  sound  value.  With  values  estimated  eight  years  ago,  I believe  the  school 
buildings  are  fully  insured. 


Johnson’s  Amount 

Sound  Value  of 

Brick  Buildings  1926  Insurance 

High $ 383,700  $ 313,500 

Bliss 200,000  158,000 

Finberg 135,000  105,000 

Lincoln 163,000  135,000 

Richardson 227,000  178,000 

Tiffany 80,000  56,000 

Washington 67,600  56,000 


Wooden  Buildings 

Bank  Street 41,600 

Briggs  Corner 20,000 

Capron 15,300 

Carpenter  Street 15,300 

Dodgeville 31,800 

Farmers 20,000 

Finberg  Cottage 1,200 

Plat 9,000 

Pleasant  Street 15,800 

Sanford  Street — West 29,700 

Sanford  Street — Middle 46,800 

Sanford  Street — East 6,000 

South  Attleboro 20,000 

Portables 

Finberg  No.  1 1,800 

Finberg  No.  2 1,800 

Tiffany 1,800 

Washington  No.  1 1,800 

Washington  No.  2 1,800 


$1,537,800 
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13.500 


1,800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,800 
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$1,193,900 


REPAIRS 


The  school  buildings  are  valued  at  $1,537,800.  They  are  insured,  under 
the  80%  clause,  for  $1,193,900.  To  care  for  these  buildings,  inside  and  out, 
there  was  appropriated  in  1934,  $6,500.  Everyone  who  owns  buildings  knows 
that  this  amount  is  entirely  inadequate  to  keep  the  property  in  good  condition. 
It  is  less  than  1-2  of  one  per  cent  of  the  valuation.  To  be  sure,  in  1932  and  1933 
much  inside  and  outside  painting  was  done  by  workers  furnished  by  the  city 
welfare  department.  Also,  in  1934  various  E.  R.  A.  projects  were  carried  on  in 
which  considerable  painting  was  done.  Inside  painting  of  classrooms,  however, 
was  necessarily  confined  to  those  buildings  that  had  vacant  rooms  so  that  the 
classes  could  be  moved  out  of  a room  while  the  painting  was  being  done.  While 
some  buildings  are  in  excellent  condition,  others  need  much  painting  and  cal- 
cimining  to  keep  them  as  attractive  as  they  should  be. 

Five  projects  under  the  C.  W.  A.  and  the  E.  R.  A.  were  carried  out,  involving 
a total  cost  of  $13,107.20,  of  which  $9,698.04  was  furnished  by  the  E.  R.  A. 
A full  detailed  report  on  these  projects  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  custodian 
of  buildings. 
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In  that  report,  also,  will  be  found  a statement  regarding  the  condition  of 
the  heating  equipment  in  various  school  buildings.  The  time  has  come  when 
several  of  the  hot  air  furnaces  must  be  replaced.  They  can  no  longer  be  repaired 
to  prevent  gas  from  escaping  into  the  classrooms.  With  the  present  prices  of 
coal,  it  will  be  more  economical  and  efficient  in  the  long  run,  to  replace  the  hot 
air  furnaces  with  boilers  and  to  heat  the  buildings  entirely  by  steam.  If  all  the 
furnaces  cannot  be  replaced  at  once,  a beginning  in  one  school  at  least,  should  be 
made  this  year. 


RESIGNATIONS 


Eleven  teachers  resigned  during  the  year,  most  of  them  to  be  married.  One 
resigned  to  accept  a larger  salary.  One  leave  of  absence  was  granted. 


Date 

June  22,  1934 
July  12 
July  13 
July  17 
July  18 
July  29 
August  13 
August  14 


Resignations 
Margaret  Davidson 
Marguerite  Libbey 
Olive  L.  Gorrie 
Dorothy  M.  Lamond 
Edna  G.  Jacques 
Virginia  King 
Emma  Travers 
Rebecca  C.  Cooke 


Sept.  5 
Oct.  1 
Oct.  24 


Una  Ritchie 
Gladys  C.  Aldrich 
Priscilla  Comeau 


School 

Asst.  Drawing 
Bliss,  VI 
High 

Washington,  II 
Sanford  St.,  I 
Richardson,  V 
Briggs  Corner,  I, 
Finberg,  Art 

High 

Richardson,  VI 
Finberg,  Arith. 


Reason 

To  be  married 
To  be  married 
To  be  married 
To  be  married 
To  be  married 
To  be  married 
II  To  be  married 
To  take  up  other 
employment 
To  be  married 
To  be  married 
Lexington 


Leave  of  Absence 

August  13  Mabel  J.  Vrall  High  Illness 

THE  SCHOOL  SAVINGS  BANK 


Deposits  in  the  School  Savings  Bank,  while  somewhat  larger  than  last  year, 
are  still  much  less  than  they  were  in  1931.  Yet  a gain  of  8228  is  an  indication 
that  times  are  a little  better,  the  number  of  depositors  remaining  about  the  same. 
The  purpose  of  the  bank  is  to  encourage  thrift.  Savings  accounts  at  the  First 
National  Bank  have  been  started  for  6067  pupils  since  October,  1908,  when  the 
bank  was  started,  and  8162,402.61  has  been  deposited. 


Statement  December  31,  1934 
Dr. 


Balance  on  deposit  January  1,  1934  including  interest  (81274) 8 3,490.63 

Deposits  in  First  National  Bank  from  Jan.  1,  1934  to  Dec.  31,  1934.  3,941.93 

Interest  from  November,  1933,  to  November,  1934 95.64 


8 7,528.20 
Cr. 

Transferred  to  pupils’  individual  accounts,  Jan.  1, 1934  to  Jan.  1,  1935  8 3,812 . 00 

W ithdrawn,  1934,  from  interest  to  cover  expenses 31.59 

Balance  on  deposit  December  31,  1934  including  interest  (81338.05).  3,684.61 


8 7,528.20 
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Total  amount  deposited  sinee  October,  1908 $162,402.61 

Number  of  individual  accounts  opened  at  First  National  Bank  from 

October,  1908  to  January,  1934. 5951 

January,  1934  to  January,  1935 116 

Total 6067 

Number  of  pupils  depositing  in  the  school  bank  Jan.  1,  1935  (est.) . . 1500 


Deposits  Since  the  Establishment  of  the  Bank  in  1908: 


Year  Deposits 

1908-1927  (inclusive) $1 16,362 . 48 

1928  8,752.85 

1929  8,586.30 

1930  7,853.17 

1931  8,026.85 

1932  5,165.36 

1933  3,713.67 

1934  3,941.93 


Total $162,402.61 


OTHER  REPORTS 

Very  interesting  information  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  other  school 
officials  accompanying  this  report.  Conditions  at  the  High  School,  the  opening 
of  the  new  Vocational  School,  the  new  features  in  the  teaching  of  music,  the 
development  of  the  art  program,  how  the  pupils  are  guarded  from  contagious 
diseases  and  all  the  means  taken  to  keep  them  well  and  strong,  what  has  been 
done  to  keep  up  the  property  of  the  department  and  recommendations  for  the 
future,  are  all  contained  in  the  following  reports  which  will  well  repay  careful 
reading.  I would  like  to  call  special  attention  to  the  report  of  the  custodian 
of  school  buildings  on  the  repair  work  done  under  the  CWA,  and  the  pressing 
need  for  some  action  to  replace  the  heating  equipment  in  various  school  buildings. 

In  spite  of  the  many  curtailments  that  have  been  made,  the  many  economies 
that  have  been  put  into  effect,  and  the  many  little  extras  in  education  that  we 
would  like  to  have  offered  but  could  not,  I believe  that  the  schools  are  main- 
taining a high  standard  of  scholarship.  The  fundamentals  of  education  are  the 
same  as  they  have  always  been.  If  the  schools  can  train  pupils  how  to  care 
for  their  bodies  so  that  they  may  be  in  good  health,  give  the  pupils  the  necessary 
start  toward  earning  a living,  teach  the  pupils  to  spend  their  lesiure  in  a happy 
and  profitable  manner,  and  build  characters  that  will  function  worthily  in  home, 
church,  and  society,  the  schools  will  have  done  all  that  is  expected  of  them. 
Only  time  will  reveal  how  well  these  tasks  are  being  done,  but  if  the  wholehearted 
efforts  of  an  earnest,  interested  corps  of  teachers  can  produce  these  results, 
then  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  boys  and  girls  of  today  will  become  worthy 
citizens  of  tomorrow,  an  honor  to  Attleboro  and  the  schools  in  which  they  were 
educated. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Lewis  A.  Fales. 


96 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I herewith  submit  with  pleasure  my  fourth  annual  report  under  the  following 
headings  and  tables: 


L Enrollment. 

Total  Enrollment  on  November  23,  1934 — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

P.  G 

4 

6 

10 

1935 

73 

110 

183 

1936 

89 

109 

198 

1937 

122 

127 

249 

1938 

144 

157 

301 

Total 

432 

509 

941 

Note — We  require  15  credits  to  be  a Sophomore,  40  credits  to  be  a Junior, 
60  credits  to  be  a Senior,  and  80  credits  to  graduate.  This  means  that  a pupil 
may  have  credits  less  than  his  class  and  yet  catch  up.  Therefore,  each  of  the 
above  classes  except  the  Freshman  may  be  considered  somewhat  larger.  For 
example,  the  Junior  class  (1936)  in  the  above,  contains  some  17  pupils  who  will 
doubtless  graduate,  so  that  next  year’s  graduating  class,  1935,  will  be  probably 
nearer  200  than  183  as  above  indicated. 

In  September  1931  the  average  membership  was  853;  September  1932,  958; 
September  1933,  927  and  September  1934,  941.  These  figures  indicate  that  we 
have  reached  an  approximate  level  of  membership  and  may  reasonably  expect 
something  over  900  pupils  each  year.  For  the  year  1933-1934,  the  number  of 
pupils  varied  from  927  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  860  in  June,  a loss  of  67 
during  the  year. 


1 1.  Scholarship. 

Report  cards  with  a Principal’s  Bulletin  go  out  every  two  months.  The 
number  of  pupils  on  the  Honor  Roll  has  increased,  21%  of  the  enrollment  being 
on  the  Honor  Roll  in  October.  This  shows  a greater  desire  and  endeavor  on  the 
part  of  the  pupils.  134  students  missed  the  Honor  Roll  by  one  subject,  and  a 
letter  was  sent  to  the  parents  of  these  pupils  commending  the  good  work  done 
and  presenting  the  need  of  still  greater  effort.  We  wish  to  “put  across”  to  stu- 
dents the  ideal  of  working  hard  when  they  work,  and  playing  hard  when  they 
play.  After  all,  our  direct  purpose  is  to  maintain  and  improve  scholarship,  and 
all  possible  leadership  to  this  end  is  being  used.  The  majority  of  our  students 
are  ready  and  willing  to  study  and  study  hard.  Very  few  people,  even  adults, 
work  at  their  fullest  capacity.  Of  course,  there  are  some  students  who  can  not 
or  will  not  study. 

Each  term  the  ranks  have  been  carefully  summarized.  Our  941  students 
averaging  5 subjects  each,  take  4563  subjects.  The  ranks  received  in  these 
4563  subjects  September-October  1934  were  as  follows:  A’s — 654;  B’s — 1715; 

C’s — 1759;  D’s — 252;  F’s — 103;  Incomplete — 80.  The  total  of  the  passing 
marks  (A’s,  B’s  and  C’s)  is  4128.  The  total  of  the  failing  marks  (D’s  and  F’s) 
is  355.  This  indicates  that  the  majority  of  the  pupils  are  doing  good  work. 

Various  studies  have  been  made  in  connection  with  our  marking  system 
For  some  years  we  have  occasionally  given  a “D”  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This, 
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as  explained  on  the  reverse  side  of  the  report  card,  entitles  the  pupil  to  half 
credit  and  if  it  is  given  in  a continuing  subject  (English,  French,  etc.),  he  may 
take  the  subject  the  following  year  on  trial.  If  he  is  passing  at  the  end  of  the 
first  two  months,  he  is  allowed  to  continue.  If  he  passes  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
he  receives  full  credit  for  the  year,  and  also  the  remaining  half  credit  he  did  not 
get  the  first  year.  In  1931-32,  36  out  of  64  so  passed  the  continuing  subject,  in 
1932-33  there  were  26  out  of  46,  and  in  1933-34  there  were  20  out  of  48,  a total  of 
82  out  of  158  in  three  years,  about  50%.  These  pupils,  if  it  were  not  for  this 
system,  would  have  had  to  repeat  the  subject.  Here  is  surely  a definite  saving  by 
preventing  retardation.  In  1934-35,  45  were  allowed  to  take  the  continuing 
subject  on  trial,  16  did  not  “make  good’  in  the  probational  term  and  had  to  be 
demoted.  29  “made  good”  and  will  continue  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Judging  from  the  experience  of  the  other  three  years,  about  22  of  the  45  should 
pass  for  the  year. 


111.  Our  Program. 

We  offer  College,  Technical,  Commercial,  Manual  Arts,  and  Household 
Arts  curriculums  and  our  purpose  is  to  teach  good  citizenship,  to  give  boys  and 
girls  an  understanding  of  the  world  in  which  they  live,  to  give  them  a start  in  life 
of  economic  usefulness,  and  to  help  them  use  wisely  the  leisure  time  they  will 
have.  To  do  all  this  well  is  a large  undertaking — to  train  good  members  of 
society,  to  give  a good  liberal  education,  and  to  create  a desire  for  wholesome 
pleasures  are  some  of  the  bigger  things  we  hope  in  some  degree  to  attain. 


IV.  Household  Arts. 

Our  Household  Arts  program  has  been  changed  considerably  from  last  year, 
as  we  now  receive  state  aid,  and  the  department  is  partly  supervised  by  the  state. 
The  changes  have  strengthened  and  modernized  our  program.  In  general, 
clothing  is  introduced  earlier  in  the  curriculum  than  before. 

The  plan  for  the  Household  Arts  Course  for  1934-35  is  as  follows:  Foods 
and  Nutrition  I are  offered  the  first  semester  of  the  Freshman  year,  and 
Foods  and  Nutrition  II  the  first  half  of  the  Sophomore  year. 

The  general  aims  of  these  courses  are:  to  teach  the  principles  of  nutrition, 
economy  and  health  as  they  function  in  the  preparation  and  serving  of  foods  for 
a family;  and  to  develop  skill  in  the  preparation  of  foods. 

The  courses  in  Clothing  I,  II  and  III  offered  the  second  semester  of  the  Fresh- 
man, Sophomore  and  Junior  years  aim  to  teach  the  principles  of  economy  as 
they  function  in  the  wise  selection  and  the  intelligent  construction  of  clothing; 
to  teach  the  scientific  principles  that  pertain  to  the  care,  cleansing,  and  preserva- 
tion of  clothing  and  its  relation  to  bodily  cleanliness  and  health;  to  teach  the 
principles  of  construction  and  fundamental  processes  in  technique  as  they  are 
used  in  various  types  of  clothing;  to  teach  the  value  of  art  principles  in  relation 
to  clothing;  to  lead  pupils  to  develop  their  powers  of  creative  ability;  and  thus 
to  experience  the  satisfaction  of  self  expression  in  leisure  time. 

Household  Management  is  offered  the  first  part  of  the  Junior  year.  Its 
general  aims  are: 

fl)  to  determine  the  place  of  the  home  in  the  changing  civilization 

(2)  to  interpret  the  importance  of  the  home  in  developing  health  standards 

(3)  to  develop  an  understanding  of  problems  involved  in  the  successful 
home 

(4)  to  develop  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils  their  social  and  economic  re- 
sponsibilities as  members  of  a family  group 
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(5)  to  develop  correct  technique  leading  to  skill  in  processes  involved  in 
the  care  of  a house  as  a means  to  successful  family  living 

(6)  to  make  pupils  realize  the  possibilities  of  happy  family  life  through 
cooperation  of  the  individuals  in  the  family  and  to  establish  a con- 
ception of  the  relationship  between  family  and  community  life. 

V.  Manual  Arts. 

The  enrollment  of  the  Mechanical  Drawing  and  Manual  Training  classes 
has  been  steadily  increasing  during  the  past  four  years.  (See  tables.)  The  in- 
crease, however,  has  been  greatest  in  the  first  and  second  year  classes,  although 
the  third  and  fourth  year  groups  are  somewhat  larger  than  in  previous  years. 
Because  of  congestion,  we  had  to  cut  down  the  number  of  Seniors  and  Juniors 
electing  these  courses.  The  spirit  of  correlation  existing  between  the  Mechanical 
Drawing  and  \\  ood  Working  Department  affords  the  student  a medium  of  self 
expression,  first  on  paper  and  then  in  wood. 

VI.  Library. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  who  used  the  library  during  the  year  1933-34 
was  nearly  30,000.  This  was  an  increase  of  4100  over  the  previous  year  and 
6500  over  1931-32.  Since  pupils  are  not  allowed  to  come  to  the  library  unless 
they  have  a specific  reason,  these  figures  represent  actual  use  of  library  materials. 
The  gain  is  due  partly  to  increased  enrollment  in  the  school,  but  more  particularly 
to  the  fact  that  each  year  more  teachers  are  giving  library  assignments. 

As  has  been  the  custom  for  the  past  four  years,  each  Freshman  came  to  the 
library  last  year  for  four  consecutive  classes  in  the  use  of  the  library. 

For  the  past  three  years  we  have  had  very  few  new  oooks,  with  the  result 
that  our  shelves  are  beginning  to  show  a lack  of  up-to-date  material,  particularly 
an  the  reference  section. 

The  depression  which  has  caused  pupils  to  have  less  money  for  entertain- 
ment, has  turned  some  of  them  to  the  library  for  books.  Presumably  many  of 
these  people  will  continue  this  habit  by  getting  books  from  the  Public  Library 
after  they  leave  school.  W e should  encourage  this  tendency  with  an  adequate 
supply  of  good  books  and  magazines  since  present  conditions  indicate  that 
training  for  the  wise  use  of  leisure  will  continue  to  be  of  increasing  importance 
as  an  educational  objective  for  secondary  schools. 

VU.  Extra  Classroom  Activities. 

Athletics  continue  to  flourish,  under  the  able  management  of  Coach  Grayson 
in  football,  basketball,  and  baseball.  Last  year  Miss  Farr  again  coached  the 
girls’  basketball  and  Mr.  Cooney  had  the  track  team. 

We  had  a Student  Council  in  1933-34  for  the  first  time  and  this  year  one  of 
our  Seniors,  William  Lee,  is  President  of  the  Association  of  Student  Councils  in 
Southeastern  Massachusetts.  \\  e again  have  a Student  Council  for  1934-35 
to  help  in  improving  student  morale. 

On  February  15,  1934,  the  Seniors  put  on  the  Comedy  “I’ll  Leave  It  to 
You”,  coached  by  Miss  Smith,  our  librarian. 

The  “Blue  Owl”  with  three  issues  and  the  “Tattletale”  number  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  finance.  It  may  be  that  we  shall  be  forced  to  change  the 
plans  in  regard  to  these  magazines. 

We  have  two  orchestras,  one  for  the  upper  class  assemblies  (Seniors,  Juniors 
and  Sophomores)  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  mornings,  and  one  for  the  PVeshman 
assemblies  held  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings. 
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Dramatic,  Debating,  Stamp  and  French  clubs  are  the  active  groups  this  year. 

VI)  1 . Miscellaneous. 

A class  of  161  graduated  in  1934.  (See  table.)  There  were  73  boys  and  88 
girls.  We  expect  about  200  to  graduate  in  June,  1935. 

The  school  continues  to  be  on  the  approved  list  for  the  New  England  College 
Certificate  Board,  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute  and  is  in  Class  A for  State 
Teachers  Colleges. 

Postgraduates  have  decreased  in  number.  We  have  not  admitted  them  until 
the  second  Monday  in  September,  and  then  to  subjects  not  overcrowded.  We 
expect  them  to  have  a definite  objective  in  coming  to  school.  Regular  attendance, 
perfect  behavior  and  good  work  are  required. 

Last  year  a 16  mm.  moving  picture  machine  was  added  to  our  equipment. 
We  have  taken  advantage  of  free  films  loaned  by  various  concerns,  principally 
from  the  Boston  University  Free  Film  Service.  Last  year  we  had  35  films,  and 
this  year  we  have  a schedule  already  of  35  films.  These  are  shown  to  such  classes 
as  have  a direct  connection  with  the  pictures.  Most  of  them  have  been  for 
science,  commercial  geography  or  household  arts  classes. 


IX.  Conclusion. 

I invite  a study  of  the  tables  at  the  end  of  this  report.  Improvement  in 
the  times  is  shown  in  our  contribution  to  the  Community  Chest  this  year.  Last 
year  our  teachers  contributed  $173.50;  this  year  the  amount  was  $198.  This 
improvement  is  an  indication  of  better  times  and  a better  feeling  throughout. 

TABLES 

Distribution  of  Pupils  by  Subjects  October  26,  1934 


No. 


Class 

Div. 

Total 

English  IV 

7 

193 

English  III 

7 

205 

English  II 

7 

238 

English  I 

9 

291 

French  III 

2 

55 

French  II 

3 

84 

French  I 

6 

171 

German  III 

1 

26 

German  II 

2 

58 

German  I 

3 

96 

Chemistry 

5 

150 

Physics 

1 

31 

El.  Physics 

2 

81 

Biol.  Science 

5 

175 

El.  Science 

6 

211 

Latin  IV 

1 

17 

Latin  III 

2 

47 

Latin  II 

2 

55 

Latin  I 

3 

77 

U.  S.  History 

7 

204 

Mod.  History 

4 

120 

Anc.  History 

3 

111 

Civics 

5 

192 

Sol.  Geometry 

1 

20 

100 
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Int.  Algebra 

3 

80 

PI.  Geometry 

3 

80 

El.  Algebra 

4 

118 

Penmanship 

1 

26 

Spelling 

1 

34 

Arithmetic 

5 

172 

Typewriting  III 

2 

64 

Typewriting  II 

3 

82 

Typewriting  I,  1-2  yr 

2 

33 

Stenography  II 

1 

33 

Stenography  I 

2 

68 

Geography 

4 

138 

Bookkeeping  II 

2 

52 

Bookkeeping  I 

5 

127 

Economics,  1-2  yr 

2 

57 

Commercial  Law,  1-2  yr 

1 

24 

F.  H.  Drawing 

116 

Mechanical  Drawing 

93 

Manual  Training 

102 

Shop  Mathematics 

1 

36 

Nutrition  II 

1 

26 

Nutrition  I 

3 

51 

Household  Mgmt.,  1-2  yr 

2 

43 

Report  on  Activities  of  A.  H.  S.  Class  of  1934,  Made  November  23,  1934 
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161 

2 

16 

10 
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5 

1933 

169 

3 

20 

7 

6 

6 

1932 

122 

5 

13 

11 

15 

5 

1931 

114 

4 

24 

5 

13 

12 

1930 

123 

2 

17 

15 

12 

10 

1929 

129 

4 

33 

9 

1928 

135 

3 

31 

4 

6 

1927 

122 

18 

34 

6 

5 

1926 

101 

12 

24 

10 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alfred  R.  Mack. 
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REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I submit  the  following  report  on  the  Attleboro  Vocational  School.  This 
school  was  opened  in  September  at  the  Bank  Street  School  building.  It  is  under 
the  joint  management  of  the  city  and  state  and  is  equally  supported  by  them. 
The  scope  of  its  work  is  to  give  training  to  those  boys  and  girls  over  14  years  of 
age  who  have  not  the  adaptability  for  academic  advancement. 

Out  of  a total  enrollment  to  date  of  48  boys  and  48  girls,  there  are  enrolled 
as  members  at  the  present  time  35  boys  and  38  girls.  They  attend  full  time  with 
the  exception  of  a few  cases  where  there  is  real  need  of  help  at  home  or  where 
they  are  employed  part  time  as  mothers’  helpers  or  as  farm  workers.  The  classes 
occupy  five  rooms — two  academic  rooms,  a sewing  room,  a kitchen,  and  a shop. 
These  rooms  are  all  well  equipped  with  books,  supplies,  tools  and  machinery 
for  doing  good  work.  There  are  four  full  time  teachers,  specially  trained  for  the 
leadership  of  vocational  pupils.  With  this  personnel  and  equipment,  it  is  our 
purpose  so  to  conduct  the  school  that  we  may  contribute  to  the  making  of  the 
citizen  as  well  as  the  worker.  It  is  our  belief  that  a vocational  education  built 
on  the  concrete  work  of  the  shop  and  extended  into  related  academic  subjects 
can  become  an  exceedingly  effective  means  of  educating  several  types  of  boys 
and  girls,  and  especially  those  least  capable  of  abstract  thinking. 

To  put  these  plans  and  ideas  into  effect  a course  of  activities  has  been  ar- 
ranged for  the  home  economics  class,  the  shop  class  for  boys  and  the  academic 
classes.  These  divisions,  however,  are  so  closely  correlated  that  the  result  is  a 
well  balanced  and  comprehensive  program.  We  realize  the  importance  of  fitting 
instruction  to  the  individual  and  that  there  is  much  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 
One  of  our  special  problems  is  the  working  out  of  a procedure  by  which  we  can 
approach  effective  individual  instruction. 

Although  this  school  has  been  established  only  since  September,  yet  decided 
progress  has  been  made  in  meeting  our  objectives.  The  girls  are  given  thorough 
instruction  in  cooking  and  sewing,  and  in  addition  are  taught  home  management, 
the  art  of  entertainment  in  the  home,  sanitation,  home  nursing,  home  furnishing, 
and  the  cost  and  selection  of  clothing.  Besides  their  training  in  cooking  and 
sewing  the  girls  have  had  quite  an  experience  in  canning.  The  materials  were 
brought  from  home  and  the  girls  canned  quantities  of  fruit  and  vegetables. 
During  the  latter  part  of  October  they  had  an  exhibit  of  their  canning  in  one  of 
the  store  windows.  The  exhibit  received  many  favorable  comments.  Special 
emphasis  is  placed  upon  English,  general  science,  household  arithmetic,  com- 
munity civics  and  health.  Often  the  facts  learned  in  the  science  class  become 
the  basis  for  the  lesson  in  cooking,  while  the  sewing  project  furnishes  material 
for  academic  subjects.  In  order  to  counteract  the  attractiveness  of  the  cheap, 
sordid  magazines  and  writings  so  easily  available  to  the  young  people  of  today, 
library  books  and  the  higher  type  of  magazines  are  used  in  the  literature  periods, 
while  once  a week  a group  of  girls  visits  the  library  for  special  work. 

Among  the  major  jobs  that  have  been  constructed  in  tne  shop  for  boys  are  as 
follows:  incinerators,  stepladders,  bicycle  carriers,  table  lamps,  smoking  stands, 
and  metal  necktie  holders.  The  boys  have  reset  all  the  broken  glass  in  Bank 
Street  School  windows  and  in  many  windows  brought  in  from  home.  They 
have  painted  screens,  overhauled  and  painted  a motorcycle  and  reseated  chaiis. 
We  feel  that  such  activities  as  these  together  with  their  instruction  in  citizenship, 
vocational  guidance,  peisonal  hygiene,  English  and  arithmetic  will  do  much  for 
the  boys  who  have  not  found  themselves  in  the  regular  schools. 

One  important  phase  of  the  vocational  school  is  the  home  visitations  by  the 
teachers.  By  this  means,  cordial  and  sympathetic  relations  between  the  home 
and  the  school  are  brought  about.  It  is  on  such  occasions  that  the  individual 
pupil’s  home  problems  are  discovered  and  plans  formed  for  changing  the  con- 
ditions. 

With  the  above  procedure  we  are  hopeful  that  the  vocational  school  boys 
and  girls  shall  not  only  become  efficient  producers  and  home-makers,  but  young 
persons  who  are  alive  to  the  opportunities,  joys  and  beauty  of  the  world  about 
them . Respectfully  submitted , 

Milton  P.  Dutton. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Singing  in  the  grade  schools  is  very  satisfactory  and  an  increased  interest 
has  been  shown  throughout  the  entire  city. 

In  Lincoln,  Tiffany  and  Finberg  Schools  operettas  have  been  successfully 
performed  before  large  audiences.  The  operetta  at  Lincoln  School  was  the  best 
of  many  which  they  have  given.  Their  Christmas  Pageant  with  the  fine  singing 
of  the  Christmas  carols  is  a source  of  great  satisfaction  and  has  done  much  to 
develop  the  love  of  music  in  that  school. 

The  Tiffany  School  operetta  was  given  in  the  High  School  hall  and  the 
excellent  singing  of  the  children  was  a feature  of  the  performance. 

The  Finbeig  School  pupils  with  their  fine  equipment  presented  an  operetta 
in  their  own  school  hall  and  it  was  a good  illustration  of  the  cooperation  of  teachers, 
pupils  and  parents. 

All  oui  teachers  have  cooperated  with  me  in  every  way  to  develop  a love  of 
singing  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  music  work  in  the  public  schools.  Special 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  good  music  work  of  Mrs.  Helen  Storin,  Miss  Mary 
Whalen,  Miss  Grace  Ward,  Miss  Mildred  Crandall  and  Miss  Ruth  Hirons. 


Grade  School  Orchestras 

In  the  past  years  we  have  found  no  difficulty  in  finding  enough  players  to 
have  an  orchestra  in  every  large  grammai  school  building,  but  this  year  there 
has  been  a great  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  playing  orchestra  or  band 
instruments.  A survey  of  the  entire  school  department  shows  that  only  about 
a dozen  pupils  are  playing  instruments  other  than  the  piano.  This  does  not  seem 
to  be  due  to  lack  of  interest  in  music  but  in  all  probability  we  are  just  beginning 
to  feel  in  our  schools  the  result  of  the  present  economic  condition. 


High  School  Singing 

The  singing  class  is  composed  of  250  pupils.  The  aim  of  this  class  is  the 
development  of  four-part  singing  and  the  result  is  very  satisfactory.  We  have 
experimented  this  year  with  music  slides  projected  on  a screen.  The  confusion 
and  waste  of  time  is  thus  eliminated,  but  the  musical  results  are  yet  to  be  proved. 
These  slides  are  also  used  in  the  assembly  singing  to  much  better  advantage  where 
there  is  no  study  of  part  music  involved. 


Glee  Club 

The  Glee  Club  has  almost  doubled  its  membership  this  year.  The  radical 
change  which  was  made  when  the  Glee  Club  decided  to  give  an  operetta  instead 
of  the  regular  concert  of  music  may  have  given  the  added  zest  which  interested 
more  pupils  in  this  depaitment  of  our  High  School  music.  As  a matter  of  record 
I think  the  names  of  those  in  the  cast  of  this,  our  first  operetta,  should  be  in- 
corporated in  this  report. 
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“The  Belle  of  Barcelona,”  a musical  comedy  by  Charles  Ross  Chaney. 

The  Cast 

Barbara  Fischer,  George  Pettitt,  Donald  Phillips,  Ruth  Myrtle  Johnston, 
Hubert  Hennessey,  Ethel  Perry,  William  Cooney,  George  Gibb,  Alice  Jette, 
Edmund  Reeves,  Angelo  Fratoni,  Bernice  Davis,  Geitrude  Jette,  Gilbert  Caswell 
and  Richard  Glencross. 

Accompanists:  Ruth  Manter  and  Dorothy  Rogers 
A.  H.  8.  Orchestra,  Sheldon  Rotenberg,  Concertmaster 

Teachers  assisting:  Miss  Caroline  Chui chill,  Miss  Helen  A.  McCormick, 
Mr.  Cuthbert  Tunstall  and  Mr.  Julius  H.  Mueller,  Jr. 

The  operetta  was  a success  financially  and  artistically  and  was  evidently 
very  much  enjoyed  by  the  large  audience  present. 

The  orchestra  this  year  is  composed  of  only  32  players  and  of  these  only 
four  are  taking  lessons.  This  unusual  condition  makes  it  impossible  for  the 
orchestra  to  make  much  progress  or  retain  its  high  standing  of  the  past  years. 
The  orchestra  continues  to  play  at  all  assemblies,  played  at  the  school  play  and 
is  available  for  all  school  or  city  functions  requiring  music. 

With  the  small  amount  of  money  that  has  been  realized  from  concerts  and 
the  operetta  as  well  as  very  welcome  gifts  from  the  Chaminade  Club  and  in- 
terested friends,  we  have  endeavored  to  keep  the  instruments  which  we  own  in 
good  repair,  purchased  music  for  the  orchestra,  Glee  Club,  and  the  band.  We 
have  also  paid  for  most  of  the  music  slides  used  in  the  assembly  singing. 


The  Band 

The  Athletic  Association  has  shown  its  interest  in  the  band  by  securing 
good  uniforms  of  blue  and  white,  the  school  colors,  and  has  encouraged  it  in  every 
way  it  could.  However,  this  year  we  did  not  have  enough  players  of  wind  in- 
struments in  our  orchestra  to  make  a good  band  and  of  those  who  did  play,  very 
few,  if  any,  were  taking  lessons  from  a teacher  of  their  instrument.  I would 
like  to  see  the  band  become  a major  project,  with  a bandmaster  who  can  teach 
the  wood  wind,  drums,  and  brass  instruments.  I would  like  to  see  the 
school  department  arrange  a schedule  that  would  include  a band  period  in  school 
hours  and  purchase  a few  of  the  larger  instruments,  which  with  those  loaned  to  us 
by  Mr.  Finberg  would  give  us  sufficient  instruments  for  a band.  Under  the  present 
condition,  in  order  to  hold  a band  practice,  either  the  orchestra  or  singing  period 
or  both  have  to  be  sacrificed  to  create  the  necessary  amount  of  time. 

Recommendations 

I recommend  that  Attleboro  follow  the  practice  of  many  other  cities  in 
providing  certain  instruments,  a fund  toward  the  employment  of  teachers,  and 
the  time  during  school  hours  for  the  interested  pupils  in  the  grammar  school  to 
take  lessons.  It  would  be  my  idea  that  there  should  be  a regular  class  period 
given  over  to  ensemble  instruction  presided  over  by  a teacher  of  the  particular 
instrument  being  taught  in  that  class.  The  teacher  of  each  instrument  should  be 
paid  by  levying  a small  weekly  or  monthly  fee  on  the  pupil,  and  the  city  to  pay 
the  balance.  In  this  way  not  only  would  good  players  be  developed  for  future 
work  in  the  High  School  orchestra  and  band  but  a source  of  great  enjoyment 
would  be  provided  for  the  pupils. 

There  should  be  no  curtailment  in  the  field  of  music  since  a greatly  in- 
creased leisure  is  one  of  the  most  certain  outcomes  of  the  economic  condition 
which  occasions  the  depression.  Work  with  music  gives  the  pupil  a richer  and 
happier  living  in  providing  a fruitful  use  of  free  time  before  and  aftei  school 
days  have  passed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Laing  Gibb. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  general  plan  of  our  work  changes  little  from  year  to  year,  for  fortunately 
the  fundamental  principles  of  art  remain  the  same.  All  the  time  we  are  trying 
to  have  work  mean  more  to  the  child,  and  be  such  that  it  forms  right  habits  and 
develops  the  child.  Our  test  of  problems  is  the  interest  aroused  and  thought 
stimulated. 

In  the  lower  grades  we  are  laying  more  emphasis  upon  fiee  expression,  but 
free  expression  combined  with  help  when  it  is  needed.  For  this  work  we  are 
using  larger  brushes,  powdered  paint,  large  papers  and  broad  ciayons. 

Clay  may  be  used  whenever  a teacher  wishes  the  children  to  work  in  that 
medium. 

Free  expression  is  not  so  successful  in  the  upper  grades,  and  yet  after  study 
in  perspective  some  children  express  themselves  very  well. 

We  encourage  creative  work  through  design.  Just  now  children  are  apply- 
ing designs  they  have  made  to  Christmas  gifts,  and  the  results  are  very  satisfactory 
Not  only  the  results  are  satisfactory,  but  the  children  are  enthusiastic  and  anxious 
to  have  the  work  look  well. 

Block  printing  is  very  populat  in  two  eighth  grades  and  high  school.  This 
medium  lends  itself  to  strong  design  and  eliminates  very  fine  details.  Some  of 
the  high  school  students  show  a feeling  for  good  craftsmanship. 

In  the  eighth  grade  we  are  emphasizing  color.  Color  has  been  studied  all 
through  the  grades  but  now  we  are  trying  to  get  a better  knowledge  of  it.  Our 
objective  is  color  appreciation.  We  see  color  in  almost  everything  we  look  at. 
W e use  it.  It  should  be  enjoyed  and  appreciated. 

A course  in  costume  design  has  been  added  to  the  high  school  work.  The 
general  aim  of  the  course  is  appreciation  and  correct  use  of  costume.  So  far 
the  work  has  been  illustrated  talks  on  art  principles  applied  to  dress,  and  note 
book  work.  Time  will  tell  how  elaborate  the  course  will  become. 

Art  knowledge  which  we  are  trying  to  give  is  only  a tool  to  stimulate  art 
appreciation,  and  give  the  children  a background  for  the  activities  of  life. 

Respectively  submitted, 

Persis  A.  Crowell. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

Ideas  concerning  physical  education  have  been  changing  rapidly.  The  old 
notion  that  a child  needed  constant  discipline  to  mold  his  chaiacter  has  given 
place  to  the  theory  that  perhaps  it  is  better  to  give  him  directed  freedom  subject 
to  the  social  and  moral  laws  which  govern  mankind  as  a whole.  Within  this 
freedom  the  individuality  of  the  child  may  expand  and  develop  along  lines  which 
make  him  a more  contented,  useful  and  interesting  personality. 

Physical  education  was  once,  and  unfortunately  still  is  in  some  places, 
simply  an  adaption  of  classroom  discipline  to  the  playground.  Moreover  it  was 
a futile  discipline.  Artificial,  formal  systems  of  movements  done  to  a still  count 
had  little,  if  any,  educational  value.  The  assumption  that  these  systems  re- 
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suited  in  actual  transfer  of  training  in  accuracy,  alertness,  and  inhibition,  no 
longer  obtains.  They  offered  no  opportunity  for  exercising  judgment,  ini- 
tiative, self-control,  or  any  of  the  qualities  so  necessary  to  the  successful  life  of 
today. 

Modern  society  has  recognized  the  error  of  this  attitude  towards  physical 
education  and  is  changing  its  ideas  on  the  subject.  It  has  realized  that  play  is 
natural.  It  is  the  spontaneous  physical  expression  of  one’s  personality.  Edu- 
cators have  come  to  believe  that  a child  in  his  life  processes  is  a play-built  animal; 
that  it  is  natural  for  him  to  run  and  jump,  hang  and  climb;  and  that  it  is  essential 
for  him  to  use  these  fundamentals,  big-muscle  movements  for  character  training. 
Indeed,  play  is  nature’s  way  of  educating  the  child. 

The  aim  of  modern  physical  education,  then,  is  more  than  mere  physiological 
development.  It  has  gone  further;  it  now  includes  mental  stimulation  and 
character  training,  the  former  manifesting  itself  in  cultivation  of  such  habits  as 
keenness  of  perception,  directness  of  thought,  and  correctness  of  judgment;  the 
lattei  prompting  such  attitudes  as  modesty  in  the  winner,  resolve  in  the  loser, 
self-control  in  the  strong  and  courage  in  the  timid.  Its  high  purpose,  therefore, 
is  to  educate  the  individual  to  function  harmoniously  in  all  aspects  of  bis  being. 

Our  program  calling  for  “Play  under  Supervision”  has  worked  out  most 
satisfactorily.  Teachers  have  been  very  faithful.  The  children  love  it.  The 
time  allotment  is  sufficient.  Principals  have  cooperated  with  me  in  splendid 
fashion.  I feel  safe  in  stating  that  our  play  periods  are  on  a par  with  any  City 
School  system  in  the  state. 

During  the  winter  months  when  outdoor  work  is  impossible  and  indoor  work 
becomes  necessary,  activities  such  as  stunts,  marching,  tumbling,  rhythms, 
singing  games,  simple  dancing,  posture  exercises,  and  many  others  too  numerous 
to  mention,  have  furnished  a very  satisfactory  program.  My  main  problem  is 
at  the  Bank  Street  School.  The  play  space  is  practically  negligible.  Large 
groups  of  pupils  in  each  room  make  indoor  work  difficult.  I have  tried  to  solve 
this  problem  with  an  excellent  after-school  athletic  program  for  both  boys  and 
girls,  and  a short  relief  drill  period  daily  in  the  rooms.  Some  recess  activities 
are  to  be  added  this  year.  Mr.  Dutton  and  his  teachers  have  cooperated  splendid- 
ly with  me,  under  very  trying  conditions.  A gymnasium  would  solve  the  problem 
very  nicely  at  this  school. 

Regarding  the  health  day  programs,  I feel  that  they  should  be  held  early  in 
May.  Coming  as  they  do  along  about  May  seventeenth  they  are  too  near 
Memorial  Day.  I would  suggest  May  first  for  our  next  effort. 

May  I say  again  that  I feel  deeply  grateful  to  the  teachirg  force  of  the 
school  system  for  their  wonderful  cooperation,  and  to  the  Superintendent  for 
kindly  counsel  and  interest. 

After  School  Athletic  Program  Statistics 

Soccer  Football — Grammar  school  series  of  five  teams.  132  boys  taking  part. 

Schedule  of  six  inter-school  games  played. 

Eighth  Grade  Fall  Baseball.  Four  teams.  Six  games  played. 

Touch  Football.  Fifty  eighth  grade  boys  enjoyed  several  pick-up  games. 
Basketball.  live  eighth  grade  boys’  teams  from  Lincoln,  Eliss  and  Bank. 

About  eighty  boys  received  coaching  and  played  a schedule  of  thirty  games. 

In  the  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  grades  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  boys 
played  a preliminary  schedule  starting  in  September,  after  which  school  teams 
were  selected.  Then  a league  of  six  teams  played  a fifteen  game  inter-school 
schedule,  with  seventy-two  boys  participating. 
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The  Bank  and  Bliss  eighth  grade  girls  held  eight  practice  sessions,  starting 
in  March,  and  over  two  hundred  and  forty  girls  attended. 

At  the  Lincoln  School  both  boys  and  girls  had  basketball  classes  in  their  own 
gymnasium,  under  supervision  of  Mr.  Weymouth  and  his  teachers. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  for  the  past  three  years  to  give  the  sixth  and 
seventh  grade  girls’  basketball  competition,  as  it  is  not  .advised  by  the  State 
Department  of  Physical  Education. 

The  annual  city-wide  junior  boys’  basketball  tournament  was  held  in  March. 
Sponsored  by  the  Public  School  Department  of  Physical  Education,  sixteen 
teams  took  part  with  one  hundred  and  twelve  boys  competing.  This  was  the 
most  successful  tournament  yet  attempted. 

Swimming.  Over  two  hundred  boys  were  assigned  to  classes  during  the 
“Learn  to  Swim”  campaign  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  February.  The  writer  assisted 
Mr.  Manning  of  the  Massachusetts  Humane  Society  in  the  handling  of  the  groups. 

Tennis.  At  the  Bank  Street  School  a girls’  tournament  was  held  with 
twenty-four  girls  playing. 

Baseball.  Eighth  grade  boys.  Five  teams.  Eighty  boys.  Schedule  of 
twenty-eight  games  played. 

Grammar  School  Baseball  League.  Six  teams.  Eighty  boys.  Over  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  boys  played  preliminary  schedule  while  teams  were 
being  selected.  Briggs  Corner,  Dodgeville  and  Farmers  Schools  played  a four- 
game  series  which  ended  in  a three-cornered  tie. 

Grammar  School  Track.  Two  meets  were  held.  The  annual  eighth  grade 
meet  with  fifty  entries,  and  the  Grammar  School  meet  with  over  two  hundred 
entries.  A shield  given  four  years  ago  by  the  L.  G.  Balfour  Company  was 
retired  this  season. 

High  School  Track.  Preliminary  work  was  started  early  in  February  with  a 
weejdy  workout  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Starting  in  April  the  squad  worked  out 
three  afternoons  a week  at  Capron  Park.  About  sixty-five  boys  tried  out  and 
all  were  retained  throughout  the  entire  season.  Five  dual  meets  were  scheduled, 
the  team  winning  four  of  them,  losing  only  to  Norwood  High  School.  The  team 
loses  all  but  two  veterans  for  the  start  of  the  coming  season.  The  demands  made 
upon  me  by  the  track  team  take  up  a lot  of  time  that  might  well  be  given  to  the 
grade  school  work.  I am  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  handle  the  work, 
and  it  is  only  through  hustling  around  and  doubling  up  that  I am  able  to  coach 
the  team. 

Taking  the  entire  after-school  program  as  a whole,  this  has  kept  me  busy 
duiing  the  whole  year  until  well  into  the  early  evening.  It  is  a difficult  schedule 
for  one  man  to  handle  after  his  regular  day’s  program  in  the  schools. 

Championship  shields  were  awarded  to  the  following  schools: 

Soccer  Football Finberg  School 

Eighth  Grade  Basketball Bank  Street  School 

Grammar  School  League  Basketball Finberg  School 

Eighth  Grade  Baseball Bliss  School 

Grammar  School  League  Baseball Finberg  School 

Suburban  School  Baseball  Series 

Tie  between  Farmers,  Dodgeville  and  Briggs  Corner  Schools 

Eighth  Grade  Track  Meet Bank  Street  School 

Grammar  School  Track  Meet Finberg  School 
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The  playroom  at  Bliss  School  has  worked  out  most  satisfactorily.  One  is 
planned  for  the  South  Attleboro  City  School  in  the  near  future.  The  games 
placed  in  the  Richardson  fresh  air  room  for  use  by  the  pupils  who  stay  during 
the  noon  hour  have  also  proved  very  popular. 

I have  assisted  with  the  Red  Cross  First-Aid  classes  at  the  Sanfo  d Street 
School,  and  have  also  given  Red  Cross  Life-Saving  instructions  to  a large  n umber 
of  school  pupils. 

During  the  year  I have  completed  courses  at  Boston  University  and  North- 
eastern University  in  Boston.  I have  attended  all  the  conferences  on  physical 
education  held  in  this  district.  At  the  Playground  and  Recreation  Association 
conference  held  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  I was  selected  as  chairman  of  the 
round  table  discussion  period  on  the  maintenance  and  supervision  of  tennis 
courts  and  swimming  pools. 

To  all  who  have  assisted  me  in  any  way  in  the  conduct  of  my  program  I am 
exceedingly  grateful . 


Recommendations 


Again  I wish  to  emphasize  the  need  of  protective  fences  at  the  Lincoln, 
Farmers,  Pleasant  Street,  Capron,  Carpenter  Street  and  Briggs  Corner  Schools. 

The  gymnasium  at  Lincoln  School  should  have  a board  floor. 


I would  very  much  like  to  see  Physical  Education  receive  a mark  on  the 
report  cards. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  Ray  Cooney. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I submit,  herewith,  my  annual  report  as  School  Physician  for  the  year  1934. 

"With  the  passing  of  another  year  of  post  war  depression  we  are  better  anle 
to  estimate  the  immediate  effects  on  the  health  of  our  younger  generation.  Ad- 
verse financial  conditions  have  reflected  themselves  in  poorer  nutrition,  increase 
in  dental  defects  and  also  remediable  physical  conditons.  This  situation  ac- 
centuates the  value  of  the  numerous  health  agencies,  both  local  and  state,  of 
whom  the  school  child  is  the  beneficiary. 

Among  the  sources  of  health  betterment  may  be  mentioned  the  following. 

1.  The  annual  physical  examination.  A review  of  the  physical  defects 
found  show  an  increasingly  poor  condition  of  the  children’s  teeth.  Without 
proper  facilities  for  adequate  care  this  presents  a difficult  problem.  An  increase 
in  poor  nutrition  was  another  outstanding  notation. 

2.  The  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Clinic  for  the  removal  of  diseased  tonsils 
and  adenoids  was  an  aid  in  the  correction  of  these  defects.  Twenty-four  cases 
were  referred  to  this  clinic  for  operation.  Many  of  these  children  attending 
the  summer  health  camps  also  received  attention.  Other  children  were  sent  to 
the  clinic  by  various  local  agencies. 

3.  The  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinic  was  operated  at  the  outlying  schools 
at  which  both  the  pre-school  and  school  children  in  the  lower  grades  were  im- 
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munized.  Fifty  pupils  were  given  treatment.  These  clinics  were  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  local  Health  Department  with  the  School  Medical 
Service  cooperating. 

4.  Eight  cases  were  referred  by  the  school  physician  to  the  Mental  Clinic 
held  at  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  under  supervision  of  Dr.  Ralph  Chambers 
of  the  Taunton  State  Hospital.  These  cases  were  classified  at  this  clinic  and 
results  were  of  assistance  to  the  teachers  in  properly  adjusting  these  children 
to  a suitable  educational  standard. 

5.  Vaccination  Cbnics  were  conducted  at  the  several  schools  at  which 
thirty-seven  children  were  vaccinated. 

6.  The  clinic  for  retarded  children  was  repeated  this  year  under  direction 
of  Dr.  Patterson  of  the  Wientham  State  School. 

7.  At  the  Chadwick  Clinic,  193  children  were  examined  and  X-rayed. 
The  findings  of  these  clinics  were  discussed  both  with  the  parents  and  with  their 
family  physicians  in  order  that  there  might  be  more  careful  supervision  of  those 
children  needing  it. 

8.  Other  Clinics.  Cases  were  referred  to  the  local  Health  Department 
Clinics  and  to  special  clinics  to  outside  hospitals.  Many  cases  were  referred  to 
Dr.  A.  C.  Conro  of  this  city  for  special  examination  and  recommendation. 

9.  Twenty  girls  were  chosen  for  the  Health  Camp  operated  by  the  Bristol 
County  Tuberculosis  Association  at  Briggs  Corner.  The  Lions  Health  Camp 
took  care  of  50  under-nourished  boys. 

10.  Other  local  agencies  and  individuals  were  of  assistance  in  caring  for 
those  children  having  need  for  special  assistance.  Among  those  may  be  mentioned 
the  District  Nursing  Association,  the  Family  Welfare  Association,  the  Welfare 
Department  and  local  physicians  and  dentists. 


Health  Census 

A health  survey  was  made  by  several  nurses  as  a C.  W.  A.  health  project. 
As  a result  of  this  canvas  3413  children  were  checked  regarding  the  incidence  of 
contagious  diseases  as  well  as  the  correction  of  physical  defects.  It  was  the 
first  time  that  a follow-up  on  these  conditions  has  been  properly  made,  and  much 
valuable  information  was  received.  The  health  records  of  each  pupil  are  now 
brought  up  to  date. 

Dental  Survey 

A dental  survey  was  made  by  local  dentists  as  a project  of  the  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service.  A 10%  cross  section  of  grades  I-VIII  inclusive  was  used  in 
estimating  the  need  of  dental  care.  This  study  involved  430  pupils.  The 
results  clearly  demonstrated  the  lack  of  proper  dental  care  and  the  necessity  for 
the  establishment  of  a dental  clinic.  About  64%  needed  attention,  84%  had 
never  been  to  a dentist  and  4%  had  abscessed  teeth. 


Communicable  Diseases 

Among  the  communicable  diseases  most  prevalent  throughout  the  year  were 
measles  and  whooping  cough.  These  appeared  in  epidemic  proportions  and 
were  very  difficult  to  control.  This  was  especially  true  regarding  the  latter 
disease,  as  it  was  atypical  in  type  and  difficult  to  diagnose. 

Other  diseases  reported  were  chicken  pox,  mumps,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  sleeping  sickness.  The  fact  that  we  had  only  one  case  of  diphtheria  demon- 
strates the  value  of  the  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinic. 
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Health  Day 

The  Annual  Health  Day  was  held  on  May  18,  1934,  with  similar  programs 
to  those  of  former  years.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  observance  to  encourage  the 
child  to  practice  better  health  habits.  Programs  at  the  several  schools  vary 
according  to  those  most  adaptable  to  their  individual  group. 


Nutrition 

It  is  clearly  evident  that  education  regarding  proper  food,  health  habits,  etc., 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  better  the  poor  nutrition  seen  in  some  of  our  school 
children.  The  lunches  that  are  served  in  the  schools  are  merely  supplementary 
to  that  food  which  should  be  had  at  home.  Some  schools  are  serving  milk  at 
mid-morning  lunch  periods.  In  other  schools  more  extensive  lunches  may  be  had 
during  the  noon  hour  for  those  children  not  going  home  during  this  time. 

A detailed  report  follows : 
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Examinations  for  Camp 

Referred  to  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  for  Tonsilectomy 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 


I herewith  submit  my  report  as  School  Nurse,  for  the  year  ending  December  1, 
1934. 


Clinics 

1.  The  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinic  was  held  in  November,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  School  Medical  Service  assisting.  As  most  of 
the  school  children  have  been  immunized  at  previous  clinics,  only  60  out  of  the 
100  who  were  immunized  at  this  time  were  school  children.  The  rest  were  babies 
and  pre-school  children. 

2.  The  Mental  Clinic  under  the  supervision  of  the  Wrentham  State  School 
operated  by  Dr.  Patterson  and  her  assistant,  visited  us  in  January  and  March. 
191  children  either  three  years  or  more  retarded,  or  listed  as  special  cases  were 
examined  and  classified  as  follows : 

64  new  histories 
99  re-examinations 
28  special  examinations 

These  special  examinations  are  for  the  problem  child — the  child  who  is  so 
maladjusted  that  his  influence  is  felt  by  the  normal  children  in  his  room  as  well 
as  by  his  teacher.  The  report  of  these  exams  enable  the  teacher  to  understand 
better  the  child’s  problems  and  to  guide  him  more  understanding^  and  in- 
telligently. 

3.  The  Attleboro  Mental  Clinic,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Ralph  Cham- 
bers, of  the  Taunton  State  Hospital,  was  used  to  good  advantage  this  year. 
Eight  children  who  were  more  or  less  a problem  to  their  parents  and  teachers 
were  examined  and  treatment  prescribed.  Several  of  these  children  were  examined 
by  the  Wrentham  Clinic  later  in  the  year. 

4.  The  Chadwick  Clinic. 

In  March,  the  personnel  of  the  Chadwick  Clinic  came  to  us  from  the  State 
House  in  Boston.  This  consisted  of  doctors,  nutritionists  and  X-Ray  technicians. 
193  children  were  re-examined.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the  examination: 


Children  examined 193 

Children  improved 189 

Children  unimproved 4 

Children  X-Rayed 170 

Children  recommended  for  Sanitorium  treatment 1 

Childien  recommended  for  Summer  camp 7 

Children  discharged  from  Clinic 6 

New  Cases 6 


The  children  are  weighed  and  measured  every  three  months  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  record  with  the  X-Ray  report  is  used  to  assist  the  doctors  in 
their  diagnosis. 

5.  The  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  Clinic.  Twenty-four  children  had  their 
tonsils  and  adenoids  removed  at  the  Sturdy  Hospital  in  June.  These  were 
recommended  by  their  family  doctor,  the  Chadwick  Clinic  or  the  school  doctor 
in  preparation  for  Health  Camp.  Nine  were  financed  by  their  families,  6 by  the 
Public  Welfare  and  9 were  free  cases. 
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6.  The  Vaccination  Clinic  was  held  in  June  at  the  Dodgeville,  Finberg 
and  Washington  Schools.  Twenty-six  pre-school  children  were  vaccinated  free. 
During  the  year  11  new  pupils  were  vaccinated. 

7.  The  Ear  and  Eye  Infirmary  in  Boston  examined  and  treated  4 children 
referred  by  the  school  physician  and  Chadwick  Clinic. 

8.  The  Nerve  Clinic  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  took  care  of  1 
High  School  boy,  referred  by  Dr.  Battershall. 


Communicable  Diseases 


Chicken  Pox 

21  cases  reported  to  the  Board  of  Health,  from  October,  1933  to  June,  1934. 


Diphtheria 

Only  1 diphtheria  case  was  reported. 

Measles 

From  January  until  June,  141  children  in  school  had  measles.  Fortunately 
it  was  of  a mild  type  without  serious  complications. 


Mumps 

Very  few  cases  of  mumps  were  reported  although  we  are  sure  of  7. 

Sleeping  Sickness 

In  October  one  case  was  reported  of  an  eighth  grade  pupil. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported  from  December  to  June. 


Whooping  Cough 

96  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  reported  during  the  school  year.  It  was  a 
problem  for  the  physicians  to  establish  a diagnosis  on  many  more  cases  of  severe 
coughing,  because  the  children  had  no  other  sign  or  symptom  of  the  disease. 

Thus,  so  far  as  they  were  affected  by  children’s  diseases,  the  attendance  of 
the  younger  children  was  pretty  irregular. 


Surveys 

1.  The  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  conducted  a dental  survey  in  April, 
of  a 10%  cross  section  of  our  school  children,  Grade  I- VIII,  inclusive.  This 
meant  that  430  children  were  examined  by  seven  local  dentists.  Special  forms 
and  charts  were  used  and  the  following  appalling  results  were  found: 

a.  63%  of  the  children  were  in  need  of  dental  treatment. 

b.  84%  (or  364)  had  never  been  to  a dentist;  the  other  16%  had  had  one  or 
more  types  of  treatment  such  as  extractions,  fillings  or  prophylaxis. 
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c.  4%  of  the  children  had  abscessed  teeth.  One  specific  case,  a girl  had  9 
abscessed  teeth  in  her  mouth,  yet  unless  her  parents  were  receiving  aid  from  some 
public  or  plivate  agency,  this  girl  could  not  have  the  proper  dental  care.  We 
have  all  recognized  the  great  need  for  a dental  clinic  heie,  but  it  takes  these 
individual  cases  to  make  us  almost  demand  that  something  be  done  immediately 
to  relieve  these  children  not  only  from  their  present  suffering,  but  to  safeguard 
their  future  health.  Every  lay  person  through  reading  of  articles  on  Health 
Education  knows  the  value  of  proper  dental  care  early.  Yet  many  of  these  same 
people  still  feel  the  expense  of  the  Dental  Clinic  unnecessary. 

2.  The  C.  W.  A.  Project  for  Nurses.  Employed  to  make  a Health  Survey, 
these  nurses  obtained  a history  of  3413  school  children  by  a very  complete  house 
to  house  canvas,  from  March  19th  to  April  23,  1934.  Much  valuable  and  prac- 
tical information  was  gathered  for  our  files,  which  are  constantly  in  use. 


Physical  Examinations  and  Correction  of  Defects 

Physical  examinations  were  completed  in  March.  3148  or  95%  of  the 
children,  Grades  I-VIII,  inclusive  were  examined  by  Dr.  Jesse  Battershall, 
School  Physician. 

1353  or  42%  had  Dental  Defects 
808  or  24%  had  Poor  Nutrition 
182  or  5%  had  Diseased  Tonsils 
13  or  4-10%  had  Heart  Murmur 

An  increase  from  39%  to  42%  in  dental  defects  was  noted. 

Notices  are  sent  home  to  the  parents  following  these  examinations  and  al- 
though they  are  anxious  to  correct  these  defects,  are  able  to  do  but  little  about  it. 

Through  the  hospital  and  Dr.  Conro’s  kindness,  nose,  throat,  ear  and  eye 
defects  have  been  corrected. 


Home  Calls 

187  home  calls  were  made  during  the  year  to  contact  the  home  and  the 
school  or  some  welfare  agency  whereby  the  correction  of  defects  might  be  ac- 
complished. Histories  for  clinics  and  camp  were  also  taken  at  this  time. 


Relief  Work 

One  of  the  most  noted  improvements  made  during  this  depression  is  that  of 
organized  relief.  Families  know  now  to  whom  they  may  apply  for  permanent  or 
temporary  assistance,  therefore  doing  away  with  the  duplication  we  first  ex- 
perienced. However,  there  are  still  families  who  need  a little  assistance  of 
clothing.  643  pieces  of  clothing  were  given  out  through  my  office.  These 
were  all  donated  to  me  through  the  kindness  of  school  children  and  their  parents. 


Health  Day 

Health  Day  was  celebrated  on  May  18,  1934.  Splendid  outdoor  programs 
were  presented  to  interested  parents  and  guests  in  most  of  the  schools.  The 
other  schools  having  auditoriums  gave  Health  Plays  and  had  Health  movies. 
Health  Tags  were  awarded  for  those  who  were  100%  physically  fit;  those  who 
had  all  dental  work  completed;  and  for  those  who  had  improved  in  any  of  their 
Health  Habits.  Altogether,  it  was  a most  successful  culmination  of  their  Health 
Work  for  the  year. 
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HEALTH  CAMPS 

Bristol  County  Health  Camp.  The  requirements  for  entering  Health 
Camp  were  changed  this  year.  Girls  who  were  recommended  by  the  Chadwick 
Clinic,  the  local  clinic,  Hilium  cases,  children  who  had  had  contact  with  tuber- 
culosis or  suspicious  cases  of  Hilium  were  the  ones  to  be  admitted  for  their  four 
weeks  at  camp.  Ten  girls  were  there  in  July  and  ten  in  August.  Everyone 
showed  a substantial  gain. 


Nutrition 

Mid-morning  milk  and  graham  cracker  lunches  are  served  in  most  of  the 
schools.  Lunchrooms  in  several  schools  where  children  are  compelled  to  spend 
their  noon  hour  serve  soup,  cocoa,  fruit  and  some  simple  desert  to  supplement  the 
lunch  brought  from  home. 


Classes 

Classes  in  Infant  Hygiene  were  held  at  the  Continuation  School.  The 
theory  and  practice  of  caring  for  babies  from  birth  are  taught.  The  girls  of  this 
age  group  find  this  information  both  helpful  and  interesting. 

Positive  Health  is  stressed  in  all  the  classrooms.  Although  the  teachers  do 
all  the  Health  Teaching,  health  talks  on  special  subjects  are  given  daily,  along 
with  the  routine  health  inspection. 


Professional  Improvement 

1.  Monthly  meetings  of  the  Bristol  County-Norfolk  County  Club  of  Public 
Health  Nurses  were  attended. 

2.  Three  conferences  of  the  Massachusetts  Organization  of  Public  Health 
Nurses  in  Boston  and  Plymouth  were  attended. 

3.  A Series  of  Three  Lectures  at  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital  on  the  mal- 
nourished child  proved  most  helpful. 

Various  other  lectures  on  Health  Subjects  were  attended. 

Weekly  meetings  of  the  Public  Health  workers  in  Attleboro  were  held. 
Round  table  discussion  aid  in  clearing  up  many  of  our  perplexing  problems. 

The  summary  of  the  year’s  work  in  detail  follows : 


School  Visits 

Bank  Street 27 

Bliss 38 

Briggs  Corner 23 

Capron 27 

Carpenter  Street 29 

Continuation 26 

Dodgeville 33 

Farmers 31 

Finberg 28 


262 


School  Visits 

High 19 

Lincoln 29 

Plat 31 

Pleasant  Street 28 

Richardson 32 

Sanford  Street 36 

South  Attleboro 29 

Tiffany 36 

Washington 31 


271 


Total 


533 
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Total  number  of  visits  made  to  schools 533 

Total  number  of  visits  made  to  homes 187 

Total  number  of  cases  referred  to  S.  P.  C.  C 3 

Total  number  of  cases  referred  to  Public  Welfare 26 

Total  number  of  cases  referred  to  Family  Welfare 30 

Total  number  of  cases  referred  to  T.  B.  Clinic 4 

Total  number  examined  by  Attleboro  Mental  Clinic 8 

Total  number  examined  by  Wrentham  State  Clinic 191 

Total  number  vaccinated 37 

Total  number  immunized  (T.  A.  T.  innoculation) 60 

Total  number  of  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  operations 24 

Total  number  given  eye  examination  by  Dr.  Conro 36 

Total  number  for  whom  glasses  were  obtained 36 

Children  prepared  for  Bristol  County  Health  Camp 22 

Total  number  of  children  referred  to  Mass.  General  Hospital  (Nerve  Clinic) . 1 


Total  number  X-Rayed  and  examined  at  Chadwick  Clinic 193 


In  closing,  I wish  to  thank  the  superintendent  and  the  school  physician  for 
their  kindness  and  assistance,  Dr.  Conro,  the  Family  Welfare,  Public  Welfare, 
District  Nurses,  Garment  Guild,  Red  Cross,  Sturdy  Hospital,  principals  and 
teachers  and  those  in  the  Superintendent’s  office,  who  have  helped  me  in  the 
fulfillment  of  my  many  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Dorothy  B.  Wendell,  R.  N., 

School  Nurse. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I hereby  submit  my  report  of  cases  investigated  for  non-attendance  for  the 


year. 

Absent  on  account  of  clothing 16 

Absent  on  account  of  sickness 12 

Absent  to  work 7 

Detained  by  parents  for  other  causes 23 

Referred  to  Charity  Department 2 

Moved  from  city 6 

Left  school 4 

Taken  to  court 7 

Truants 4 

Not  attending  city  schools 7 

Attending  schools  out  of  town 4 

Negligence 13 

Disciplinary  cases 16 


121 

Forty-nine  of  the  above  cases  investigated  were  for  the  Continuation  School. 

One  boy  was  committed  to  the  Middlesex  Training  School  as  a habitual 
truant.  Some  members  of  the  School  Committee  including  Mrs.  Conro,  Mrs. 
Holbrook  and  Mr.  Thayer  accompanied  me  to  the  Field  Day  exercises  of  the 
Middlesex  Training  School.  I believe  they  found  their  visit  very  profitable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  T.  Crossman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CUSTODIAN  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  repair  work  on  school  buildings  and 
grounds.  Practically  all  of  our  work  this  year  was  accomplished  under  the 
C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  appropriations.  We  were  able  to  do  a great  deal  of  inside 
refinishing,  much  more  than  we  had  ever  felt  it  was  possible  to  do  with  the  schools 
in  session;  but  by  careful  planning  and  the  cooperation  of  the  principals,  much 
work  was  accomplished.  The  grading  in  four  school  yards  was  improved  and  a 
large  amount  of  cement  walks  were  laid,  also  a retaining  wall  at  the  Bliss  School. 
The  work  that  was  done  under  this  system  is  listed  as  follows : 


Project  No.  3011 

Painting  and  Repairing,  Dec.  12,  1933  to  Jan.  25,  1934 

1.  Superintendent’s  Office 

Moved  one  partition,  covered  walls  and  ceiling  with  plaster  board  and  painted 
three  coats,  laid  new  floor  in  one  room,  including  four  small  rooms  in  all. 

2.  Lincoln  School 

Painted  gymnasium  and  manual  training  room,  walls  and  ceilings  one  coat 

3.  High  School 

Calcimined  and  painted  four  main  stairways,  walls  of  basement,  and  var- 
nished gymnasium.  Gymnasium  two  coats  of  varnish,  burlap  in  stairways  two 
coats  of  paint. 

4.  Finberg  Annex 

Tore  out  one  partition,  covered  ceilings  and  walls  with  plaster  board,  built 
three  plain  bookcases,  cemented  cellar  bottom — fifty  square  yards  of  cement. 

Approximately  twenty  thousand  square  feet  of  surface  were  refinished. 
All  work  was  done  in  a workmanlike  manner  and  it  is  the  most  satisfactory  of 
any  work  that  we  have  had  done  for  a long  time. 


Project  No.  4880 

(Extension  of  Project  No.  3011) 

Painting  and  Repairing,  Jan.  29,  1934  to  Feb.  15,  1934 

1.  Lincoln  School 

Painted  one  set  of  corridors  and  stairways  one  coat  of  paint.  « 

2.  Tiffany  School 

Painted,  calcimined  and  varnished  main  stairway. 

3.  Bliss  School 

Calcimined,  painted  and  varnished  the  auditorium,  stage  and  anteroom. 

Approximately  eight  thousand  square  feet  of  surface  were  refinished.  All 
work  was  done  in  a workmanlike  manner  and  is  most  satisfactory. 
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Project  No.  6150-2 

Painting  March  3,  1934  to  June  12,  1934 


1 . Bliss  School 

The  new  part  of  a sixteen  room  building — eight  classrooms,  two  corridors, 
and  two  stairways — ceilings  and  upper  half  of  walls,  washed,  sized  and  calcimined 
one  coat.  Lower  half  of  walls — painted  two  coats.  All  woodwork  varnished,  all 
pipes  and  radiators  gilded. 

2.  High  School 

Ceiling  of  basement  painted  two  coats.  All  galvanized  iron,  metal  work  and 
flashings  on  the  roof  painted  two  coats. 

3.  Tiffany  School 

Two  story,  eight  room  building — corridors  on  upper  and  lower  floors,  one 
stairway,  principal’s  office  and  teacher’s  rest  room — all  plastered  walls  and 
ceilings  washed,  sized  and  calcimined  one  coat.  All  burlap  painted  one  coat  and 
all  woodwork  varnished. 

4.  Dodge ville  School 

Two  story,  four  room  building — basement  of  entire  building  painted  one 
coat  of  cold  water  paint. 

5.  Carpenter  Street  School 

One  story  frame,  two  room  building — painted  one  coat. 

6.  Bank  Street  School 

Two  recitation  rooms — all  plastered  walls  and  ceilings  washed,  sized  and 
calcimined  one  coat,  all  woodwork  varnished. 

7.  Lincoln  School 

Two  story  brick  building — two  stairways,  walls  and  ceilings  painted  one 
coat,  Manual  training  room — woodwork  varnished. 

8.  South  Attleboro  School 

Two  story  frame,  four  room  building — painted  one  coat  outside. 

9.  Farmers  School 

One  story  frame,  three  room  building — painted  one  coat  on  the  outside. 

10.  Washington  School 

Toilets  and  lunch  room  in  basement — walls  and  ceilings  painted  one  coat  of 
cold  water  paint. 

Project  No.  6150-3 

Grading  School  Yards,  March  15,  to  May  12,  1934 
1.  Sanford  Street  School 

21,825  square  feet  of  surface  graded  from  one  to  six  inches  deep.  Two 
dry  wells. 
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2.  Bliss  School 

30,286  square  feet  of  surface  graded  from  one  to  four  inches  deep. 


3.  Richardson  School 

27,728  square  feet  of  surface  excavated  from  four  to  six  inches  deep,  re- 
filled and  graded. 

4.  Bank  Street  School 

4,832  square  feet  of  surface  excavated  from  six  to  twelve  inches  deep,  re- 
filled and  graded. 


Project  No.  6150-4 

Cement  Walks  and  Water  Aprons,  March  8 to  May  10,  1934 

1.  Bank  Street  School 

All  old  walks  and  water  aprons  taken  out  and  247  square  yards  of  new  cement 
walk  and  aprons  to  replace  them. 

2.  Bliss  School 

Old  concrete  walks  removed  and  302  square  yards  of  new  cement  walk  re- 
placed, retaining  wall  containing  16  cubic  yards  of  cement  work. 


3.  Sanford  Street  School 

238  square  yards  of  cement  walk — old  walk  removed  and  replaced  with  new. 

A total  of  787  square  yards  of  cement  walk  and  water  aprons  and  16  cubic 
yards  of  retaining  wall.  All  work  was  done  in  a workmanlike  manner  and  is 
very  satisfactory. 


SUMMARY 


Paid  by  C.  W.  A.  Paid  from  Local  Funds 

Trucks  and  Super. 

Project  Cement  and 


Number 

Labor 

Materials 

Trucks 

Materials 

Mixer 

Trans. 

Total 

No.  3011 

. . . . $1,890.00 

$322.10 

$276.63 

$153.19 

$2,641.92 

No.  4880  . . 

. . . . 907.20 

167.96 

74.43 

1,149.59 

No.  6150-2 

. . . 2,980.26 

621.35 

193.68 

3,795.29 

No.  6150-3  • 

. . . 1,832.20 

$456.00 

189.48 

$567.00 

3,044.68 

No.  6150-4 

1,310.28 

622.82 

425.00 

117.62 

2,475.72 

Total 

$8,919.94 

$322.10 

$456.00 

$1,878.24 

$992.00 

$538.92 

$13,107.20 

Total  paid  by  C.W.A $ 9,698.04 

Total  paid  from  Local  Funds 3,409.16 

Total $13,107.20 


During  the  coming  year  a large  amount  of  money  will  be  needed  to  put  our 
heating  systems  in  proper  and  safe  condition.  There  are  several  heaters  that 
are  very  bad  and  will  have  to  be  replaced  either  in  part  or  in  whole. 
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At  the  Grammar  Building,  Sanford  Street,  fire  pots  in  two  hot  air  furnaces 
are  badly  cracked,  allowing  the  escape  of  gas  which  is  carried  up  into  the  class- 
rooms. 

At  Bank  Street,  the  small  steam  boiler  has  a badly  cracked  section.  We 
have  been  able  to  repair  this  temporarily  and  it  will  very  likely  hold  through  this 
season.  This  is  a McGee  boiler  and  is  no  longer  manufactured.  It  will  be  im- 
possible to  obtain  a new  section  if  that  were  a practical  thing  to  do.  The  other 
steam  boiler  in  this  building  is  very  old  and  causes  considerable  trouble  from  time 
to  time.  I would  recommend  a thorough  investigation  of  this  heating  system. 

At  the  Capron  School  one  furnace  is  in  very  bad  condition  and  should  be 
replaced  by  a new  heater. 

Tiffany  School  has  four  hot  air  furnaces — there  are  some  cracks  in  all  of 
them,  but  one  is  in  very  bad  condition.  It  might  be  repaired  by  a new  fire  pot. 

Dodgeville  has  one  very  poor  heater. 

Washington  School — one  furnace  is  badly  cracked  and  will  need  a new 
fire  pot. 

Plat  School — one  furnace  is  in  poor  condition  and  may  have  to  be  replaced 
by  a new  one. 

South  Attleboro  School — one  heater  is  in  very  bad  condition  and  must  be 
replaced. 

I would  estimate  that  it  would  cost  approximately  between  $4500  and 
$5000  to  put  these  furnaces  in  proper  condition.  The  heating  and  plumbing 
systems  are  getting  old  and  are  continually  giving  out,  and  draw  heavily  on  our 
maintenance  account.  If  money  can  be  available  for  work  on  school  buildings 
this  year,  a great  deal  of  inside  refinishing  should  be  done  as  some  rooms  are  in  a 
very  black  and  dirty  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  T.  Crossman. 


SCHOOL  FIRE  ALARM  BOXES 


South  Attleboro 151 

Washington 152 

Lincoln 153 

Dodgeville 251 

Fin  berg 252 

Sanford  Street 351 

Bank  Street 352 

Richardson 451 

High 551 

Tiffany 552 

Bliss 651 


SCHOOL  TELEPHONES 

Bank  Street 

Bliss 

Briggs  Corner 

Dodgeville 

Farmers 

Finberg 

High 

Lincoln 

Plat ' 

Pleasant  Street 

Richardson 

Sanford  Street 

South  Attleboro 

Tiffany 

Washington 


727-R 

1601-R 

263-J-l 

834-W 

1868-R 

535-R 

1825 

Perry  5065 

Blackstone  8254 

1073-J 

1509-R 

727-W 

Blackstone  2245 

322- W 

Blackstone  1212 
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TEACHERS 
High  School— Tel.  1825 

Alfred  R.  Mack,  Piincipal 24  Dean  St. 

William  F.  Eastwood,  Sub-Master 117  South  Main  St. 

Ruth  A.  Bradley,  Mathematics 6 King  St. 

Carolyn  Churchill,  English 142B  South  Main  St. 

Edith  L.  Claflin,  German 28  Hodges  St. 

Helen  M.  Claflin,  English 28  Hodges  St. 

Violet  G.  Connolly,  English 12  Perrin  St. 

Grace  C.  Daley,  English Ill  Dean  St. 

Frances  Farr,  French 21  Jefferson  St. 

Marian  Geer,  English 191  South  Main  St. 

Kenneth  L.  Goding,  Science 117  South  Main  St. 

Jessie  M.  Graves,  Latin 6 King  St. 

Raymond  H.  Grayson,  Coach,  Civics,  Physics 348  South  Main  St. 

Evelyn  Y.  Griffiths,  Latin,  Civics 970  South  Main  St. 

Freeman  Hall,  Jr.,  History 19  Bicknell  St. 

Elizabeth  M.  Hilliard,  History 23  Third  St. 

Bernice  B.  Hosmer,  Commercial 18  Jefferson  St. 

Ina  M.  Hunter,  Biology 12  Perrin  St. 

Helena  A.  McCormick,  Household  Arts 31  South  Main  St. 

Etta  E.  Moore,  Commercial,  Algebra 20  Falmouth  St. 

Julius  H.  Mueller,  Jr.,  Mathematics 52  Robert  St. 

Mabel  M.  Ott,  Commercial 22  Third  St. 

Gertrude  H.  Parsons,  German,  Science 191  South  Main  St. 

Marjorie  A.  Pierce,  French 2 Prospect  St. 

Jessie  I.  Pithie,  Commercial 9 Mechanic  St. 

Ruth  A.  Ramsdell,  Commercial 12  Perrin  St. 

Irma  G.  Searle,  Commercial,  French 16  Park  Ave. 

Dorothy  L.  Simonds,  History 12  Perrin  St. 

George  I.  Spatcher,  Manual  Arts 957  Pleasant  St. 

Cuthbert  V.  Tunstall,  Mechanical  Drawing 117  South  Main  St. 

Constance  Withered,  English 9 No.  Walker  St.,  Taunton 

Beatrice  Smith,  Librarian,  English 12  Perrin  St 

Benita  M.  Dorwart,  Clerk 4 Prospect  St- 


Bank  Street  School — Tel.  727- R 

Room 

Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal 683  Park  St. 

3 Alice  M.  McNerney,  VIII 206  Park  St. 

4 Zita  Simms,  VIII 48  Payson  St. 

6 Elizabeth  L.  Wentworth,  VIII 31  South  Main  St. 

7 Mildred  Couillard,  VIII 33  Peck  St. 

8 Verta  I.  Rowell,  VIII 31  South  Main  St. 


Bliss  School — Tel.  1601- R 

A.  Irvin  Studley,  Principal 26  West  St. 

1 Josephine  M.  Hart,  VIII 154  South  Main  St. 

2 Beulah  G.  Eames,  VIII 118  Union  St. 

3 Annie  C.  Terry,  VII 69  Emory  St. 

4 Mary  B.  Ricker  (Mrs.),  VII 81  Brownell  St. 

5 Catherine  J.  Bruen,  VI 9 Elizabeth  St. 

7 Edith  V.  Potter,  VI 15  Garden  St. 

6 Bertha  W.  Cushing  (Mrs.).  V 103  Bank  St. 

8 Nellie  L.  Barker,  IV 73  Bank  St, 
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Room 

13  Pauline  I.  Hardy,  IV 95  Dexter  St. 

9 Bernice  W.  Engley,  III 143  Union  St. 

10  Carrie  L.  Bertenshaw  (Mrte.),  Ill,  II 118  Union  St. 

15  Elsie  E.  Bowen,  II 33  Dean  St. 

12  H.  Marion  Lillibridge,  I R.  F.  D.  4,  Oak  Hill  Ave. 

14  Grace  R.  Pimer,  1 154  South  Main  St. 

Briggs  Corner  School — Tel.  263-  J-l 

1 Helen  E.  Calnan,  VI,  V 24  Park  Ave* 

2 Margaret  M.  Fawcett,  IV,  III 24  Park  Ave- 

3 Rosamond  Terry,  II,  1 69  Emory  St- 

Capron  School 

1 Dorothy  G.  Mathewson,  III,  II 16  Grove  St. 

2 Elizabeth  R.  Holbrook,  II,  I.. 308  California  Ave.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Carpenter  Street  School 

1 Margaret  L.  Dennis,  II 94  Hope  St. 

2 Eleanor  L.  Wilmarth,  1 4 Tappan  Ave. 

Dodgeville  School — Tel.  834- W 

1 Mary  E.  Clarke,  V 45  Peck  St* 

2 Irene  A.  Colburn,  IV,  III 1.9  East  St. 


4  Penelope  P.  Rockwood,  1 126  Freeman  St.,  Attleboro  Falls 

Farmers  School — Tel.  1868- R 

1 Helen  G.  Robinson,  VI,  V 11  John  St. 

3 Lelia  Randall,  IV,  III 62  Peck  St. 

2 Florence  J.  Pike  (Mrs.),  II,  1 33  Elizabeth  St. 

Finberg  School — Tel.  535- R 

Martha  J.  Roberts,  Principal 29  South  Main  St. 

Ruth  M.  Hirons,  VII 23  Tyler  St. 

Mildred  F.  Crandall,  VI 33  Dean  St. 

Barbara  E.  Hart,  V 128  County  St. 

Gunvor  Henricksen,  IV 29  Sanford  St. 

Myrtice  A.  Perrin,  III 19  East  St. 

Marjorie  F.  Barrett,  II 184  Union  St. 

Velma  E.  Davis,  1 103  Bank  St. 

Kathrina  S.  Thayer,  Kdg Steere  St. 

Lincoln  School — Tel.  Perry  5065 

Guy  W.  Weymouth,  Principal 458  Newport  Ave. 

21  Emma  J.  Lewis,  VIII 45  Peck  St. 

22  Helen  W.  Storin  (Mrs.),  VIII 216  Raleigh  Ave.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

23  Bertha  M.  Simpson  , VII 664  Park  St. 

24  Helen  Iseena,  VII 19  Sadler  St. 

25  Marjorie  Hunken,  VI 123  County  St. 

26  Sophia  Sullivan,  V 95  Dexter  St. 

1 Marion  L.  Givens  (Mrs.),  IV,  III 24  Jefferson  St. 

2 Ruth  E.  Riley,  III,  II 21  Bicknell  St. 

4 Alice  M.  \v  ashburn  (Mrs.),  Domestic  Science 81  Dennis  St. 
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Plat  School — Tel.  Blackstone  8254 


Room 

1 Dorothy  Colby,  IV,  III 25  Peck  St. 

2 Hazel  Huxley,  II,  1 409  Newport  Ave. 


Pleasant  Street  School — Tel.  1073- J 


1 Katherine  F.  Powers  (Mrs.),  Ill,  II 69  Peck  St. 

2 Ethel  H.  Sanford,  II,  1 23  Dean  St. 


Richardson  Schbol — Tel.  1509- R 


Curtis  R.  Witham,  Principal 34  Pine  St. 

1 Florence  Heacock,  VII * 11  Third  St. 

2 Helen  D.  Crandall,  VII 33  Dean  St. 

3 Bernice  E.  Trulson,  VI 4 East  St. 

4 Grace  W.  Ward,  VI 24  Park  Ave. 

5 Helen  P.  Bullock,  V 31  Mulberry  St. 

6 Dorothy  A.  Mulligan,  V 75  Orange  St. 

9 M.  Avis  Hodges,  IV 31  Mulberry  St. 

10  Helen  L.  MacLeod,  IV 33  Third  St. 

11  Lois  C.  Heywood,  III 106  South  Main  St. 

12  Emily  A.  Bowen,  III 214  Pine  St. 

14  Margaret  M.  O Keefe,  II 80  Mulberry  St. 

13  Louisa  G.  Richards,  1 23  Dean  St. 

15  Helen  M.  Carvell,  Kdg 31  Mulberry  St. 

Julie  A.  Dodd,  Kdg.  Asst 10  Mechanic  St. 

8 Pearl  V.  Palmer,  Ungraded 19  East  St. 

Sanford  Street  School — Tel.  727- W 

Samuel  W.  Thomas,  Principal 33  Dean  St. 

1 Marion  Spaulding,  VII 31  South  Main  St. 

2 Madge  Couillard,  VII 33  Peck  St. 

3 Hope  P.  Bos  worth,  VI 23  Dean  St. 

4 Winifred  A.  Morton,  VI Room  319,  W'atson  Block 

5 Catherine  A.  Dillon,  V 13  Florence  St. 

6 Alma  C.  Hillman,  V 122  Bank  St. 

7 Frances  J.  Harrington,  IV 133  Park  St. 

8 Thelma  S.  Fultz,  IV 89  County  St. 

9 Mary  E.  McManus,  III 82  Dean  St. 

11  Margaret  F.  Gaynor,  II 18  North  Main  St. 

10  Miriam  J.  Claflin,  1 10  Fourth  St. 

Amy  E.  WTrite,  Ind.  Inst 54  Dean  St. 

South  Attleboro  School — Tel.  Blackstone  2245 

3 Signe  M.  Brask,  IV,  III 121  W^est  St. 

1 Grace  B.  Tirrell,  III,  II 8 1-2  John  St. 

2 Gertrude  L.  Robbins,  1 14  Jackson  St. 

Tiffany  School — Tel.  322- W 

Abbie  C.  Hill  (Mrs.),  Principal 57  Bank  St 

1 Lillian  Young,  VII King  Philip  St.,  Raynham,  Mass. 

2 Mary  M.  Whalen,  VI SO  Pine  St. 

3 Mary  Clements,  V...' 23  Third  St. 

4 Grace  Curley,  IV 81  Dennis  St. 
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5 Anna  O.  Swanson,  IV,  III.  . ., 57  Jefferson  St. 

6 Alice  S.  Potter,  III 15  Garden  St. 

9 Jane  J.  Walsh,  II.  ......  2 Prospect  St. 

8 Daisy  C.  Reynolds,  1 81  Dennis  St. 

7 Alice  A.  Hirons,  1 23  Tyler  St. 

Washington  School — Tel.  Blackstone  1212 

Mary  G.  Gilles,  Principal 10  1-2  Park  Ave. 

1 Mae  H.  Storin,  VI 88  Maynard  St.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

2 Nathalie  I.  Thibault,  VI,  V 128  County  St. 

3 Anne  L.  Benson,  V 100  North  Ave. 

4 Jane  S.  Hodges,  V,  IV 164  1-2  Pleasant  St. 

6 Carol  E.  Chace,  IV May  St.,  South  Attleboro. 

8 Anastasia  M.  Scanlon,  III 45  Peck  St. 

9 Helen  B.  Davis,  III,  II 228  Pine  St. 

5 Elsie  Logan,  II 79  North  Main  St. 

7 Marion  H.  Briggs,  1 45  Peck  St. 

10  Alice  Blythe,  1 55  Rand  Ave. 

Vocational  School — Tel.  727- R 

Milton  P.  Dutton,  Director 683  Park  St. 

Doris  A.  Prentiss,  Home  Economics 31  South  Main  St. 

Hazelfern  Appleton  (Mrs.),  Academic  Work 19  1-2  Park  Ave. 

Berryman  D.  Minah,  Shop  Work 263  South  Main  St. 

Norman  S.  Tukey,  Academic  Work 178  North  Main  St. 

Sessions — Girls:  8:15-1:15  daily 

Boys:  8:15-1 :15  every  day  except  Mondays 
Boys : 1 :00-5 :00  Mondays  only 

Supervisors  and  Special  Teachers 

John  L.  Gibb,  Music 103  Bank  St. 

Persis  A.  Crowell,  Art 73  Bank  St. 


Frances  P.  Crocker,  Sewing,  Cooking,  Gr.  VII,  VIII . .26  South  St.,  Foxboro 

Edward  H.  Perrin,  Manual  Arts 19  East  St. 

J.  Ray  Cooney,  Physical  Education 12  Benefit  St. 

Janitors 

John  Benson,  High,  Capron 21  Cliff  St. 

Claude  Allen,  Assistant 15  Foley  St. 

Ervin  E.  Gross,  Assistant 1035  South  Main  St. 

George  Craig,  Bank  Street  and  Pleasant  Street 74  Pine  St. 

Charles  C.  Rockwood,  Bliss 242  Park  St. 

Willard  I.  Alger,  Assistant 651  Pleasant  St. 

Carlos  T.  Clarke,  Briggs  Corner R.  F.  D.  No.  1 

Ramoual  Desourci,  Dodgeville 8 Fisher  Ave. 

Peter  Gagner,  Finberg 84  Knight  Ave. 

Jabez  Stanley,  Lincoln 782  Newport  Ave. 

John  Hughes,  Richardson,  Carpenter  Street 80  Holman  St. 

George  Frazier,  Assistant 4 1-2  Eden  Terrace 

Joseph  Fontneau,  Sanford  St.,  Farmers 177  Thacher  St. 

George  T.  Murkland,  Assistant 138B  South  Main  St. 

Thomas  F.  Dean,  South  Attleboro South  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Albert  Marsland,  Tiffany 68  Dennis  St. 

David  Hamilton,  Washington,  Plat R.  F.  D.  No.  5 


124 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ATTLEBORO  HIGH  SCHOOL 
GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

High  School  Auditorium,  Thursday  Evening,  June  21,  1934 


PROGRAM 
March — “Priest’s  March  from  Athalia’’ 


Invocation 


Rev.  J.  Lee  Mitchell 


Address  of  Welcome 

C.  Everett  Cailson 
President  of  the  Class 

Salutatory  Essay — “Character” 

Ruth  Antaya 

Essay — “Art  and  Design  in  Industry” 

Philip  F.  Leach 

Essay — “Modern  Science” 

Donald  J.  Gilson 

Vocal  Duet — “Sing,  Sing,  Birds  on  the  Wing” 

M.  Ruth  Johnston 
George  A.  Pettitt 

Accompanist — Elizabeth  K.  Maisland 

Essay — “On  Fishing” 

George  S.  Gibb 

History  of  the  Class  of  1934 

Haroldine  M.  Chace 
Richard  V.  Thomson 

Trombone  Solo — “World’s  Fair  Polka” 

J.  Raymond  Conniff 
Accompanist — Ethel  G.  Perry 

Essay — “The  Making  ol  a Newspaper 

George  G.  Bergh 

Vocal  Solo — “Starry  Night” 

“The  Waking  of  Spring” 

Barbara  H.  Fischer 

Essay  and  Valedictory — “Progressive  Americans” 

Elizabeth  G.  Bellavance 


Mendelssohn 


G.  Nutting 


Marsh 


Densmore 
Del  Rigeo 


Presentation  of  the  Helen  W.  Metcalf  English  Prize  to  M.  Ruth  Johnston 

Presentation  of  the  Washington  and  Franklin  Medal  for  Excellency  in  United 
States  History  to  Bernice  I.  Davis 

By  Dr.  John  F.  Streeter 

Curator  of  Massachusetts  Society  of  Sont  oi  the  Ameiican 
Revolution,  and  A.  H.  S.  Class  of  1897. 


Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Mr.  Edwin  F.  Thayer  of  the  School  Committee 
Assisted  by  Principal  Alfred  R.  Alack 


Class  Song 


J.  Raymond  Ccxnniff 
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LIST  OF 

Raymond  Edward  Alger 
Phyllis  Christina  Anderson 
Alice  Ankevitz 
Ruth  Antaya 

Constantine  Anastas  Bassis 
Elizabeth  Getrude  Bellavance 
Paul  Joseph  Bellavance 
Leo  Emile  Bergeron 
George  Gilbert  Bergh 
Lillian  Elizabeth  Berglund 
Lila  Helen  Berkowitz 
Thomas  Raymond  Bienvenue 
Milton  Harold  Boig 
Florence  Emma  Boucher 
Forrest  Alston  Bowder 
Ruth  Elizabeth  Bowman 
Helen  Peckham  Brigham 
Estella  Mae  Brown 
Richard  Eli  Brown 
Harvey  Edward  Bussiere 
Loretta  Theodora  Caouette 
Lucille  Ann  Capron 
Carl  Everett  Carlson 
Harold  Donald  Carlson 
Newton  Irving  Carpenter 
Evalyn  Viiginia  Carr 
Richard  Lynch  Carroll 
Gilbert  Frank  Caswell 
Haroldine  Moiton  Chace 
Wilfred  Albeit  Chalifoux 
Mary  Jane  Charron 
Miriam  Eunice  Chesworth 
Viiginia  Rose  Churchill 
Frances  Martin  Clark 
Ruth  Maynard  Clark 
Irene  Suttis  Clarke 
Emmett  Patrick  Conlan 
Joseph  Raymond  Conniff 
Arnold  Grinnell  Cook 
Helen  Dolores  Costello 
Doris  Iola  Cote 
Irene  Isabel  Cuthbertson 
Bernice  Irene  Davis 
Ruth  Charlotte  Doty 
Alma  Hamilton  Drake 
Avis  Lucile  Dudemaine 
Ralph  Bernard  Estabrooks 
Doris  Ernestine  Evans 
Baibara  Helena  Fischer 
Helen  May  Fiske 
Lawrence  Raymond  Fitton 
Eileen  Theresa  Flanagan 
Ruth  Flore  Fletcher 
William  Fontaine 
Natalie  Franklin 
Angelo  Fratoni 
Ada  Vivian  Galasso 
Albert  Louis  Gallant 


GRADUATES 

Bernard  Leo  Galligan 
Charles  Maurice  Galligan 
Harold  Eaword  Gates 
Roger  Malcolm  George 
George  Sweet  Gibb 
Donald  James  Gilson 
Francis  Martin  Golden 
Lillian  Prudence  Griffin 
Ronald  Charles  Griswold 
Kenneth  Lowell  Gunner 
Evelyn  Virginia  Hardaway 
Phyllis  Virginia  Hawkins 
Kenyon  Joseph  Hayes 
Mildred  Azora  Higgins 
Grace  Marion  Holden 
Eunice  Howland 
Eunice  Marguerite  Hutchinson 
Gertrude  Yvonne  Jette 
James  Francis  Johnson 
Karl  Hendrick  Johnson 
Myrtle  Ruth  Johnston 
Albert  Edward  Joseph 
Elizabeth  Theresa  Keane 
Dorothy  Maria  Kelley 
Allison  Grover  Lake 
Marie  Emily  Ida  Langevin 
Wallace  Sylvester  Lapham 
Dolores  Gloria  LaRocque 
Raymond  Laval  LaRocque 
Helen  Marie  Larson 
Esther  Lucille  Lawrence 
Philip  Francis  Leach 
Leo  Fiancis  LeClair 
Mary  Jane  Eva  Lee 
Corrine  Ernestine  LeFevre 
Ruth  Margaret  Lennox 
Adeline  Ruth  Levis 
Earle  Albert  Charles  Liberty 
Thomas  John  Lynch 
Everett  Joseph  McConnell 
Cecile  Rose  Marie  McConville 
Norman  Arthur  McGill 
Fredeiick  Thomas  Marshall,  Jr. 
Elizabeth  Kenyon  Marsland 
Isabel  Fanny  Maurer 
Louise  Marie  Maurer 
Loretta  Helen  Messier 
Richard  Winthrop  Monroe 
Harry  Russell  Morrison 
Marjorie  Janet  Murphy 
Viola  Margaret  Murray 
Ervin  Howard  Myers 
Omer  Aime  Nadeau 
Albert  Nardini 
Vincent  Anthony  O’Donnell 
Marian  Martha  O’Keefe 
Pauline  Rhoda  Perlow 
Ethel  Grover  Perry 
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Louis  Joseph  Perry 
Suzanne  Audrey  Peters 
George  Arthur  Pettitt,  Jr. 
Barbara  Steere  Polsey 
Urban  Joseph  Prignano 
Walter  Angel  Rheaume 
Philip  Short  Rhind 
Nancy  Alice  Richardson 
Mildred  Rita  Robinson 
Frances  Louise  Rogers 
Rosamond  Grace  Rooney 
Angelyn  Hildegarde  Sandberg 
Meredith  Isabel  Sargent 
Kai  Leon  Seeto 
Louise  Bessie  Seeto 
Charles  William  Semple 
Elizabeth  Ann  Shockroo 
William  Edward  Simms 
Helen  Valerie  Soper 
Evelyn  Olinda  Sousa 
Ralph  Edmond  Sullivan 
Alden  Edward  Swanson 
Dorothy  Elizabeth  Thompson 


Owen  Edward  Thompson 
Richard  Vernon  Thomson 
Mary  Ann  Toner 
Marion  Hope  Torrey 
Lena  Agnes  Trainor 
Pearl  Ilene  Treen 
Valentina  Julia  Vieira 
Margaret  Penelope  Voikos 
Ruth  Bernette  V alker 
Newell  Crane  W^alton 
Charlotte  Audrey  Weare 
Louisa  Andree  Wetherell 
Mary  Dorothea  W hite 
Albert  Edward  Vilmarth 
Frederick  Otto  Woll 
Harold  Arthur  Vroodcome 
Kenneth  Wright 
Anthony  Peter  Wroblewski 
Jeannette  Young 
Leith  Briggs  Young 
Charles  Zahigian 
Josephine  Mary  Zito 
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HONORS 

Elizabeth  G.  Bellavance — Valedictorian 
Ruth  Antaya — Salutatorian 

ESSAYISTS  CHOSEN  BY  FACULTY  FROM  THE  HONOR  GROUP 
George  S.  Gibb  Donald  J.  Gilson 


ESSAYISTS  CHOSEN  BY  SENIOR  CLASS  FROM  THE  HONOR  GROUP 
George  G.  Bergh  Philip  F.  Leach 


HONOR  GROUP 


(Alphabetically  arranged) 


Ruth  Antaya 
Elizabeth  G.  Bellavance 
Leo  E.  Bergeron 
George  G.  Bergh 
Milton  H.  Borg 
Ruth  E.  Bowman 
Haroldine  M.  Chace 
V ilfred  A.  Chalifoux 
Mary  J.  Charron 
Miriam  E.  Ches worth 
Arnold  G.  Cook 
Irene  I.  Cuthbertson 
Bernice  I.  Davis 
Alma  H.  Drake 

Josephine  M.  Zito 


George  S.  Gibb 
Donald  J.  Gilson 
Kenyon  J.  Hayes 
M.  Ruth  Johnston 
Elizabeth  T.  Keane 
Esther  L.  Lawience 
Philip  F.  Leach 
Isabel  F.  Maurer 
Louise  M.  Maurer 
Viola  M.  Murray 
Barbara  S.  Polsey 
Elizabeth  A.  Shockroo 
Richard  V.  Thomson 
Jeanette  Young 


HISTORIANS  CHOSEN  BY  CLASS 
Haroldine  M.  Chace  Richard  V.  Thomson 


Class  Colors 
Blue  and  Gold 


Class  Motto 

“Out  of  School  Life,  and  into  Life’s  School” 


CLASS  SONG 

We  are  the  Class  of  Thirty-four 
Leaving  A.  H.  S.  forevermore. 

We  will  miss  our  pals  of  high  school  days, 

But  we  must  part  here  so  we  11  say : — 

Out  of  school  life,  and  into  life’s  school 

We’ll  all  do  our  work,  and  we’ll  fight  to  rule; 
And  all  through  life  we’ll  give  our  best 
Just  as  we  did  at  A.  H.  S. 

— Raymond  J.  Conniff 
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GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 
BANK  STREET  SCHOOL— GRADE  VIII 


Ruth  Aden 

Nanna  Astrid  Ingeborg  Anderson 

Helen  Louise  Angell 

Ruth  Elmira  Angell 

Earl  Lawton  Atwell 

George  Albert  Audette 

Helen  Aussant 

Helen  Frances  Ballou 

Ethel  May  Barton 

Ralph  John  Baumgartel 

Rose  Berberian 

Priscilla  Blackinton 

Emily  Adrienne  Blais 

Lennox  Frederick  Bodman 

Charlotte  Jane  Bond 

Ernest  Joseph  Boyer 

Alma  Bertha  Branaghan 

Robert  William  Breese 

W illiam  Brennan 

Yvonne  Irene  Brodeur 

Raymond  Brousseau 

Frederick  Adelbert  Bullock,  Jr. 

James  Austin  Callahan 

Edmund  Cameron,  Jr. 

Ethel  Carpenter 
Grover  Carpenter 
James  Cassidy 
Herbert  Leslie  Caswell 
Raymond  Robert  Chapman 
Lorette  Cloutier 
Shirley  Louise  Cobb 
Jane  Cole 

Marie  Anne  Colombo 

Robert  Francis  Conley 

Arline  Ruth  Costello 

Lucille  Rose  Cote 

Wilfred  Raymond  Cote 

Agnes  May  Cronin 

Ethel  Florence  Crook 

William  Dochard  Cuthbertson,  Jr. 

Muriel  Josephine  Deegan 

Marion  Louise  Demers 

Russell  James  Dennen 

W illiam  Joseph  Denzer 

Yvonne  Irene  DesJardin 

George  Doucette,  Jr. 

Bruce  Douglas 
Cecile  Lucienne  Ducharme 
Matthew  Joseph  Duffy 
Raymond  Lawrence  Duffy 
Alma  Dufresne 
Herve  Joseph  Dumont 
Caroline  Josephine  Dunbar 
Virginia  Mae  Ebert 
Marjorie  Ellis 
Marjorie  Endler 
William  Jack  Fernandes 


Alfied  Myer  Fine 
Doris  Rita  Fisher 
Ruth  Montgomery  Fisher 
Ruth  Flavin 
Madeline  Elsie  Flynn 
W illiam  Romondo  Flynn,  Jr. 
Agnes  Margaret  Fontaine 
Nelson  Clinton  Fontneau 
Donald  Peter  Foster 
Adele  Edwidge  Frenier 
Francis  Felix  Frietas 
Mary  Catherine  Fuery 
Edna  Ida  Gagnon 
Gerard  Frederick  Gagnon 
Barbara  Ruth  Galloway 
Thomas  Anthony  Gariepy 
Kenneth  Gavin 
Parker  Gennette 
Margaret  Glencross 
Virginia  Marie  Gonsalves 
Sophie  Gorney 
William  Gow,  Jr. 

Jane  Gray 
Wilfred  Paul  Gurn 
Marshall  Guyot 
Robert  James  Hanlon 
Mary  Virginia  Harney 
Howard  Russell  Hesketh 
Arthur  Hinds,  Jr. 

Ellen  Fisher  Holman 
Joseph  Sidney  Holt,  Jr. 

Ralph  Lowell  Hopkinson,  Jr. 
Avis  Evelyn  Horne 
Luther  Howes 
Evelyn  Lucille  Hutchinson 
Ida  Louise  Janson 
Frank  Bunker  Johnson 
Omer  Arthur  Edgar  Joseph 
Robert  Emmett  Keane 
Robert  W ayne  Keeler 
Raymond  Urbin  Kelliher 
Gordon  Francis  Kelly 
Laura  Elizabeth  Kenyon 
Juliet  Constance  LaCasse 
Normand  George  LaCroix 
Marie  Beatrice  Lamoureux 
Cecile  Dorothy  Langlois 
Norman  Elize  Joseph  Langlois 
Douglas  Alanson  Lapham 
Eugene  Henry  Lapointe 
Helen  Mary  Lee 
Mary  Evelyn  Lewis 
Frank  James  Licher,  Jr. 

Doris  Marion  Lippincott 
Benjamin  Robert  Livsey 
Edith  Celia  Lowe 
Earl  James  Lund 
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James  Gerald  McGrath 
Barbara  Ann  McGregor 
James  Joseph  Madden 
Albert  Martelli 
Leapha  Lovell  Makepeace 
Margaret  Manchester 
Mary  Louise  Martin 
Edith  Mary  Martinelli 
Robert  Kingdon  Maynard 
Alfied  Joseph  Menaid 
Albert  Earl  Messier 
Marion  Bliss  Moore 
Loretta  Joan  Moreau 
Beverley  May  Morse 
Alexander  Peter  Motyka 
Clara  Eugenia  Murphy 
Mary  Agnes  Murphy 
William  Charles  Myers 
Viola  Mae  Nadeau 
Mary  Theresia  Nerney 
Yolande  Rita  Nerney 
David  Wallace  Niven 
Robert  Henry  Norwood 
Rita  May  O’Brien 
Helen  Patricia  Oliver 
Martha  Alfrida  Olson 
Edward  Naylor  O’Neil 
John  Kenneth  Packer 
Curtis  Warren  Parker 
Dorothy  Yolantha  Patten 
Raymond  V illiam  Peach 
Armand  Wilfred  Pelletier 
Helen  Alice  Pelletier 
Elfrieda  Louise  Piepenstock 
Frank  Richard  Pimentel 
Doris  Anna  Poirier 
Bertrice  Jackson  Potter 


Clarinda  Beth  Provost 
Donald  Victor  Qvarnstrom 
Lola  Erleen  Reynolds 
Virginia  Stuart  Rich 
Frank  Rollins 
Jeannette  Loretta  Roy 
Mary  Mason  Ryder 
Lucille  Anne  Salvaggio 
Judith  Virginia  Sandberg 
Eleanor  Schaeberle 
Margaret  Eleanor  Schrumm 
Robert  Arthur  Schultheiss 
Barbara  Schweinshaut 
Ruth  Marion  Scott 
Harry  Robert  Semple 
Eleanor  Alice  Small 
Carlton  Raymond  Smith 
Melvin  Vernon  Smith 
Dorothy  May  Soper 
James  Roger  Spriggs 
Russell  Woodworth  Stearns 
Virginia  May  Stevenson 
Edmund  Stone 
Frank  Hamilton  Straker,  Jr. 
Janet  Taylor 

Marie  Blanche  Alma  Tetieault 
Kathleen  Frances  Thornhill 
Alice  Gertrude  Towle 
Normand  Florimond  Tremblay 
Lama  Isabel  Vieira 
Charles  Francis  Walton 
Harold  White 
Margaret  Louise  White 
Eric  Whitfield 
Walter  Austin  Young 
Ruth  Hildegarde  Youngren 


GRADUATES 


BLISS  SCHOOL— GRADE  VIII 


Helen  Patricia  Alger 
Janet  Cameron  Barr 
Thomas  Anastas  Bassis 
Ezio  John  Benigni 
Claire  Janet  Berman 
John  Bismark 
Thomas  Noel  Bieese 
Dorothea  Patiicia  Biown 
Barbara  Lititia  Clark 
Richard  Max  Claupin 
Alfred  Warren  Cole 
Nancy  Anna  D’Ambra 
Lorraine  Evelyn  Demers 
Cecile  Doris  Desmarais 
Shirley  Ruth  Dever 
Eunice  Evelyn  Doherty 
David  Earl  Dyer 
Vivien  Erickson 


Geraldine  Catherine  Fish 
George  Camille  Forget 
Russell  Edmund  Foss 
Elsie  Ganci 

Nicholas  Ferdinand  Germoni,  Jr. 
Olive  Germoni 
Joseph  Gonsalves 
Ralph  Henry  Gorman 
Margaret  Elaine  Gustafson 
Anson  Louis  Hall 
Linda  Muriel  Hamilton 
Frederick  Thomas  Hancock,  Jr. 
Lillian  May  Handy 
Rita  Mary  Hennessey 
Dorothy  Rita  Hoey 
Richard  Draper  Holbrook 
Helen  Estelle  Hurwitz 
Donald  Edwin  James 
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Edward  Joseph  Kelley 
Anthony  Benjamin  LaNinfa 
Leo  Roland  Larock 
Barbara  Lawrence 
Edward  Andrew  Michael  Lee 
Nathaniel  Hall  Leonard 
Barbara  Ellerton  Lingard 
Robert  Francis  Littleton 
Russell  Howard  McLean 
Francis  Edward  Martineau 
Amelia  Matilda  Miller 
Josephine  Helen  Moore 
Edward  W illiam  Morse 
Sona  Mary  Najarian 
Robert  Nicholson 
Jeiemiah  William  O’Brien 
Mary  Eleanor  Otterson 
Roland  Joseph  Perry 


Andrew  Pharmakis 
Angelina  Picchi 
Joseph  Prokurat,  Jr. 

George  Amedee  Proulx 
Albert  Lawrence  Rappaneau 
Lillian  Dorothy  Roberts 
Herbert  Bradford  Rounds 
Leo  Paul  Rushlow 
Louis  Austin  Rushlow 
Thomas  Charles  Tataiian 
Eleanor  Frances  Tatro 
Marjorie  Mary  Tatro 
Elizabeth  Frances  Toner 
Lillian  Elizabeth  Voikos 
Richard  Currier  Walton 
Viiginia  Susan  Walton 
Raymond  Harold  Whitehead 
Herbert  Gordon  Yeo 


GRADUATES 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL— GRADE  VIII 


Louise  Barbara  Andiews 
Alice  Thelma  Barton 
Yvonne  Benoit 
Frances  Mary  Bertrand 
John  Austin  Bloomfield 
Mary  Joan  Boyle 
Eileen  Rita  Brogan 
Leora  Geraldine  Brown 
Cecile  Marguerite  Courtemanche 
Arthur  Louis  Eaton,  Jr. 

Stanley  Filipek 

Sophie  Stacia  Gawlik 

Sophie  Jean  Gorelczenko 

Michael  Halko 

Chailes  Fuller  Hanisch 

Estelle  Anita  Henley 

Lillian  May  Higson 

Edward  Kelly 

Stacia  Agnes  Lachowicz 

Rita  Lemonde 

Harry  Clemson  Lindemuth 

Olive  Stoddard  Long 

Frances  Philemena  McConville 

Caroline  Holmes  Man  ter 

John  Marsland 


Veronica  Shirley  Michalik 
Annie  Mildred  Mooney 
Josephine  Barbara  Moskal 
Katherine  Phyllis  Motyka 
Ruth  Lucinda  Mm  ray 
Regina  Mary  Narkiewicz 
Doris  Clara  Pond 
Omer  V ilfred  Proulx 
Lawrence  Gilbert  Pye,  Jr. 
Agnes  Shalkowski 
W illiam  Stankevich 
Raymond  Leo  Stauff 
Olga  Striga 
Saia  Stiiga 
Evelyn  May  Taylor 
Norman  Samuel  Vine 
Benjamin  \\  arren  W aterman 
William  Watts,  Jr. 

Stella  Frances  W ightman 
Meredith  Evelyn  Wilbar 
Louis  Vincent  W ims 
Irving  W illard  W right 
Anna  Helen  Wroblewski 
Joseph  Nicholas  W roblewski 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


131 


Report  of  the  Dog  Officer 


Attleboro,  Mass. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  as  Dog  Officer  for  the  year  1934. 

During  the  last  year  I have  traveled  3,967  miles  as  Dog  Officer  and  have 
occupied  1,060  hours  in  that  pursuit.  1 have  been  called  upon  to  destroy  99 
dogs,  owners  unknown,  with  the  City  limits. 

The  City  Clerk  presented  me  with  a list  of  465  delinquent  dog  tax  payers. 
I found  it  necessary  to  prosecute  13  owners  who  had  failed  to  comply  with  the 
chapter  relating  to  dogs. 

There  are  at  present  1395  dogs  licensed  in  the  city  exclusive  of  kennel  licenses 
— 2 kennels. 

The  appropriation  for  this  department  I have  found  very  inadequate.  I 
have  expended  $825.00  from  January  1,  1934  to  October  30,  1934  of  the  current 
year.  In  view  of  the  present  conditions,  I have  agreed  to  serve  the  remainder  of 
the  year  without  any  compensation  at  a considerable  loss  to  myself.  Now  in 
justice  to  myself  and  it  seems  to  me,  and  the  City  of  Attleboro,  I respectfully 
recommend  that  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  be  appropriated  for  1935.  so  as  to  comply 
with  the  new  laws. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Peter  J.  Cosgrove, 

Dog  Officer. 
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Report  of  the  Police  Department 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Gentlemen : 

Following  is  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  1934. 

ROSTER  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT 
Chief 

Terence  E.  Flanagan 


Lieutenant 

Franklin  McKay 

Sergeants 

William  J.  Sargeant 

Patrolmen 

William  D.  Norwood 

Joseph  P.  McBride 
John  J.  Kelley 
Charles  E.  Brown 
Joseph  A.  Deland 
Charles  M.  Brogan 
Horace  A.  Clifford 
Peter  Marron 
James  H.  Mulkern 
John  F.  Drew 
John  J.  Bora 

Reserve  Officers 

Joseph  F.  O’Donnell 
Donat  E.  Pion 
Joseph  A.  Fredette 
Eugene  J.  LcCroix 
William  Doucette 
Gilbert  E.  Orr 
Charles  E.  Willis 
William  J.  Desonier 
Ernest  W.  Holt 
Howard  O’ Hare 

Lawrence  R.  Johnson 
Primino  Gazzola 

CRIME 

James  A.  Doyle 
Joseph  E.  Heagney 

During  the  year  just  closed  there  were  no  major  crimes  of  a serious  nature. 
On  October  23  and  again  on  November  27  the  safe  at  the  Goss  Laundry  on  the 
Speedway  was  smashed  and  about  $100.00  taken  the  first  time,  on  the  second 
visit  the  robbers  were  scared  away. 

On  the  night  of  December  4 the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Hebronville 
was  broken  into  and  the  sacred  vessels  stolen  from  the  Tabernacle. 

On  December  8 the  Post  Office  at  Hebronville  was  broken  into  and  ram- 
sacked,  and  about  $30.00  in  money  and  stamps  stolen. 

On  December  15,  the  automobile  of  Roger  K.  Richardson  valued  about 
$750.00  was  stolen  from  Dean  Street.  None  of  these  crimes  have  yet  been  so]ved, 
but  the  inspectors  are  working  late  and  early  in  following  up  clues  which  they 
believe  will  eventually  result  in  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  offenders.  All 
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the  other  crimes  remaining  unsolved  are  of  a petty  nature  with  the  exception  of  a 
Breaking,  Entering  and  Larceny  at  the  watch  repairing  establishment  01  Edmond 
A.  Wuilleumier  in  the  Sanford  Building,  of  goods  to  the  value  of  approximately 
$285.00. 

During  the  year  the  value  of  goods  and  monev  stolen  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  $9,265.30,  of  this  amount  $5,233.43  has  been  recovered  and  returned  to  the 
owners,  leaving  a balance  of  $4,031.87  yet  to  be  accounted  for. 


TRAFFIC 

The  same  attention  to  this  branch  of  the  service  was  given  as  in  former 
years  with  the  exception  of  the  painting  of  street  lines.  Since  the  adoption  of 
the  new  “no-fix”  law  in  October  an  officer  is  detailed  to  check  on  violation  of  the 
traffic  rules.  Notwithstanding  the  flagrant  violations  of  the  rules  previous  to 
this  time,  the  officer  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  bring  any  morotist  before  the 
Clerk  oi  the  Court  to  answer  to  overtime  parking.  The  operators  of  automobiles 
using  the  streets  of  the  city  for  parking  their  cars  while  on  business,  have  co- 
operated to  the  fullest  extent  in  obeying  the  rules,  with  the  result  that  it  is  possible 
at  almost  any  time  to  find  space  to  park  a car  for  a short  period  of  time  while 
business  in  the  stores  or  offices  is  being  transacted. 

The  Police  Department  is  handicapped  to  a great  extent  by  the  non-existence 
of  legal  panning  signs.  The  signs  in  use  are  not  desirable  as  they  are  blown  down 
on  windy  days,  carried  across  the  street  by  hoodlums,  and  many  times  have  been 
found  in  the  rear  of  buildings. 

Signs  that  can  be  attached  to  the  iron  light  poles  or  erected  on  iron  posts 
made  permanent  in  the  sidewalks  are  what  is  needed. 

The  three  schools  in  South  Attleboro,  the  school  in  Dodgeville,  and  the 
Sanford  Street  and  Richardson  Schools  are  being  given  police  protection  while 
the  pupils  are  being  dismissed.  I realize  that  there  are  other  schools  in  the  city 
where  protection  for  the  children  is  necessary,  but  I am  unable  to  give  it  on  ac- 
count of  the  limited  number  of  officers  available  for  this  owrk. 

LIQUOR 

Since  the  repeal  of  the  Prohibition  Law  the  illegal  keeping  and  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquor  has  greatly  decreased  in  this  city.  There  were  six  cases  of 
illegal  keeping  and  two  for  illegal  sales  prosecuted  before  the  Fourth  District 
Court,  in  all  of  which  convictions  were  obtained. 

The  transportation  of  liquor  through  the  city  to  other  places  except  by 
persons  licensed  to  do  so,  has  been  entirely  wiped  out  and  we  had  no  arrest  for 
same  during  the  year.  Two  of  the  local  clubs  licensed  to  dispense  alcoholic 
beverages  had  their  licenses  suspended  for  violation  of  the  rules.  The  regulation 
of  the  Alcoholic  Beverage  Commission  requiring  the  licensed  places  to  close  at 
11:30  P.  M.  is,  I believe,  a step  in  the  proper  direction,  and  police  officers 
on  the  different  routes  have  strict  orders  to  see  that  this  rule  is  observed  to  the 
letter. 


WELFARE  WORK 

Each  year  the  amount  of  this  work  increases  and  we  try  to  remedy  un- 
desirable conditions  and  correct  delinquents  without  recourse  to  Court  pro- 
cedure. Our  chief  aim  is  to  prevent  the  arrest  of  young  people  for  petty  offenses, 
and  the  amount  of  time  given  to  this  work  in  consulting  parents,  teachers  and 
clergymen  is  something  that  the  average  citizen  has  no  conception  of.  In  this 
work  we  have  the  able  assistance  for  two  days  each  week  of  the  local  agent  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  Miss  Olive 
MacKinnon.  She  spares  neither  time  or  patience  when  in  Attleboro,  and  this 
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Department  is  deeply  grateful  for  the  efficient  services  rendered  and  assistance 
given.  When  no  other  course  is  left  open  and  we  are  obliged  to  bring  the  delin- 
quent before  the  Court,  Judge  Ralph  C.  Estes,  who  is  a keen  student  of  human 
nature,  has  on  numerous  occasions  saved  the  juvenile  from  having  a Court  record, 
by  continuing  the  case  for  a period  of  time  and  placing  the  defendants  on  their 
honor.  When  the  date  to  which  the  continuance  was  granted  arrives  and  a good 
report  of  the  conduct  of  the  juvenile  is  given  either  by  the  police  or  Probation 
Officer,  he  will  dismiss  the  case  for  lack  of  prosecution.  In  this  manner  there 
are  a large  number  of  juveniles  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fourth  District 
Court  who  have  no  Court  records,  and  who  could  not  be  prevented  from  having 
them  by  any  other  means. 


EQUIPMENT 

The  motor  equipment  consists  of  a Ford  Patrol  Wagon  purchased  in  1934, 
a Chrysler  Sedan,  three  Rockne  Coupes  and  three  Indian  Motorcycles. 

The  Chrysler  Sedan  is  a 1929  model;  it  was  purchased  in  April,  1932,  for 
$450.00,  being  a second  hand  car.  It  gave  good  service  but  at  the  present  time 
has  covered  more  than  sixty  thousand  miles,  and  should  be  replaced  by  a new  one 
as  the  cost  of  upkeep  from  now  on  must  necessarily  be  large. 

The  Rockne  Coupes  purchased  in  the  Spring  of  1933  are  used  as  prowl  cars. 
Being  used  mostly  in  the  outlying  districts  where  the  streets  are  not  so  good, 
are  beginning  to  show  the  effects  of  wear,  and  I believe  it  would  be  a matter  of 
economy  to  replace  them  at  the  present  time. 

When  light  cars  like  these  have  covered  more  than  forty  thousand  miles, 
they  are  past  their  usefulness  for  police  work. 

One  of  the  motorcycles  has  seen  five  years  service,  and  is  unfit  for  further 
duty,  this  is  a four  cylinder  model.  The  other  two  are  Scout  models,  one  of  them 
must  be  replaced  by  a new  one  this  Spring. 

The  other  one  has  been  recently  overhauled  and  is  in  good  running  order, 
it  will  last  for  another  year. 

The  equipment  carried  by  the  officers  is  of  the  latest  design,  and  is  in  good 
condition.  We  have  three  riot  guns  for  use  in  emergency,  one  of  which  is  carried 
in  each  scout  car  nights. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

Again  I recommend  the  erection  of  a modern  Police  Station  with  assembly 
room,  shower  baths  and  other  necessities  for  the  accomodation  of  the  officers. 
With  the  new  station  there  should  be  ample  housing  facilities  for  the  motor 
apparatus,  and  a modern  Recall  Game  well  System  installed. 

I recommend  the  placing  of  a short  wave  radio  system  in  the  police  cars, 
this  would  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  motor  patrol  to  a great  extent. 

I recommend  the  adoption  of  the  teletype  system  for  communication  with 
Police  Departments  both  within  and  without  the  State.  It  is  a more  accurate 
and  faster  means  of  communication  than  the  telephone. 


CONCLUSION 

I take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  His  Honor, 
Mayor,  Stephen  H.  Foley  and  the  members  of  the  1934  Municipal  Council,  the 
Justices,  Clerk,  Probation  Officer  and  employees  of  the  Fourth  District  Court, 
Chief  Fred  A.  Clark  and  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  City  Hall  employees, 
newspaper  men,  the  Superior  Officers  and  members  of  Police  Department  for 
their  valuable  assistance  and  hearty  cooperation  manifested  on  so  many  occasions 
during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Terence  E.  Flanagan, 

Chief  of  Police. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  ANNUAL  REPORT 
Arrests  for  1934 

Male  Female  Total 

Adultery 2 0 2 

Assault  and  Attempt  to 24  0 24 

Bastardy 3 0 3 

Breaking,  Entering  and  Larceny 13  0 13 

City  Ordinance — Violation  of 13  0 13 

Delinquency 19  2 21 

Disorderly  House — Keeping  a 0 1 1 

Disturbance  of  the  Peace 18  0 18 

Dog — Keeping  Unlicensed 9 0 9 

Drunkenness 149  2 151 

Evading  Carfare 1 0 1 

Fornication 1 0 1 

Gaming  and  Present  at 3 0 3 

Indecent  Exposure 1 0 1 

Insurance — Selling  without  a license 1 0 1 

Labor  Law — Violation  of 1 0 1 

Larceny 31  3 34 

Leased  Property — Concealing 4 0 4 

Lewd  and  Lascivious 6 3 9 

Liquor — Illegal  Keeping  of 5 1 6 

Liquor — Illegal  Sale  of 1 1 2 

Liquor — Sale  of  to  minor 2 0 2 

Manslaughter 1 0 1 

Master  Electrician — Engaging  as  without  a lie 1 0 1 

Motor  Vehicle  Law — Violation  of 153  3 156 

Neglected  Children 7 3 10 

Neglect  of  Children 10  1 

Neglect  to  Provide 19  1 20 

Parole — Violation  of 1 0 1 

Probation — Violation  of 11  0 11 

Rape  and  Attempt  to 5 0 5 

Revolver — Carrying  without  a permit 5 0 5 

School — Failing  to  send  child  to 10  1 

Stolen  Property — Receiving 2 0 2 

Stubborn  Child 2 1 3 

Suspicious  Pei  son 4 0 4 

Traps — Setting  in  closed  season 1 0 1 

Tramp 4 0 4 

Trespass 2 0 2 

Truant 6 0 6 

Vagrant 1 0 1 

534  21  555 
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Report  of  Board  of  Public  Welfare 


January  30,  1935 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Municipal  Council, 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

In  compliance  with  the  City  Ordinance,  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  here- 
with respectfully  submits  the  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December 
31,  1934. 

The  total  number  of  individuals  aided  during  the  year  was  1,968  representing 
486  families  or  cases,  at  a gross  expense  for  all  divisions  of  $170,681.80.  Against 
this  amount  there  was  billed  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  $38,648.65 
for  the  care  of  persons  having  no  legal  settlement  and  $10,474.59  was  charged  to 
other  cities  and  towns  for  the  support  of  persons  residing  here  and  settled  else- 
where. These  credits  of  $49,123.24  bring  the  net  direct  cost  of  the  Department 
for  the  year  to  $121,558 . 56  or  $6.04  per  capita,  based  on  the  1930  Federal  Census. 
In  return  for  these  expenditures  the  taxpayer  received  the  benefit  of  Welfare 
labor  under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Works,  Park  Commissioner,  City  Forester 
and  repairing  the  Public  Schools. 

Recipients  of  aid  were  obliged  to  work  one,  two  or  three  days  for  the  relief 
extended  to  them.  Most  of  these  men  were  not  accustomed  to  this  kind  of  work, 
but  soon  adapted  themselves  to  render  what  assistance  they  could  according  to 
the  work  they  were  obliged  to  perform  at  the  City  Infirmary,  Public  Works 
Department,  Capron  Park,  Forestry  and  Schools. 

The  highest  case  load  under  Outside  Relief  occurred  late  in  May  when  a 
total  of  347  families  or  cases  were  receiving  aid.  About  this  time  the  C.  W.  A. 
had  just  gone  out  of  existence  and  in  its  place  was  created  the  E.  R.  A.  Close  co- 
operation was  maintained  with  the  E.  R.  A.  office  with  a result  that  the  case 
load,  which  was  well  over  the  three  hundred  mark,  was  lowered  about  one  hundred 
cases  to  a little  over  the  two  hundred  mark.  Persons  on  the  W elfare  Rolls  who 
had  a number  of  dependents  were  registered  on  the  E.  R.  A.  and  soon  obtained 
positions  under  this  form  of  Federal  Relief.  Not  all  cases  were  dropped  from 
our  rolls  because  the  maximum  wage  that  one  earns  on  the  E.  R.  A.  is  $12.00, 
and  in  those  cases  where  there  were  large  families  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
additional  relief  to  supplement  their  budget. 

During  the  year  we  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  Government  food.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  local  merchants,  we  were  provided 
space  for  the  distribution  of  these  food  commodities.  A man,  who  is  receiving 
Public  Welfare  Aid  was  assigned  to  this  task,  and  it  was  possible  to  distribute 
the  food  without  any  trouble  to  not  only  those  on  the  Welfare  Rolls  and  E.  R.  A. 
but  some  unfortunate  ones  whose  case  could  be  considered  on  the  border  line. 
Below  is  a list  of  the  commodities  received  and  distributed  for  the  year  1934. 


*Beans 

10  cases 

Hamburg  (canned) 

. . . 216  cases 

Blankets 

213  double 

Lard 

Butter 

262  cases 

Pork  (salt) 

Cabbage 

5 tons 

Potatoes 

Cheese 

27  boxes 

Rice  

Coal 

967  tons 

Roast  Beef  (canned) . . . 

Eggs 

74  cases 

Veal  (fresh  frozen) 

4S  bbls. 

Flour 

1040  bags 

W heato 

There  were  also  13,596  pieces  of  clothing  received  from  the  E.  R.  A.  Sewing 
Project  which  was  distributed  as  noted  above. 
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During  the  year  sixty-eight  (68)  boys  were  sent  to  the  C.  C.  C.  Camp. 
In  most  cases,  sons  of  persons  on  the  Welfare  Rolls,  were  sent  and  in  that  way  we 
were  able  to  decrease  the  number  of  cases  carried.  Some  of  the  boys  reenlisted 
for  a period  of  six  months  more  and  still  others  reenlisted  in  the  Regular  Army. 

Throughout  the  summer  and  early  fall,  local  industries  absorbed  a con- 
siderable number  of  aid  recipients  and  on  October  20th  we  were  providing  relief 
to  263  cases.  A trend  back  towards  relief  rolls  started  during  November  and  at 
the  close  ot  the  year  December  31st,  cases  numbered  335. 

The  distribution  of  the  Government  commodities  can  in  no  way  lessen  the 
amount  of  aid  rendered  those  on  the  W elfare  Rolls,  but  is  given  as  additional 
relief. 

Old  Age  Assistance,  during  the  year,  was  burdened  by  the  addition  of  fifteen 
cases,  making  a total  ot  95  being  aided  as  of  December  31,  1934.  During  the 
year,  many  applicants  on  being  investigated  were  refused  this  form  of  aid  through 
a misunderstanding  of  the  applicant.  Many  persons  believed  that  on  arriving 
at  their  70th  birthday  they  were  entitled  to  this  form  of  assistance  known  to 
them  as  a pension,  while  there  are  certain  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Old  Age  Assistance  Bureau  which  governs  this  form  of  aid. 

Total  expenditures  for  the  City  Infirmary  were  $7,713.95.  On  December 
31st  there  were  19  inmates,  16  men  and  3 women.  The  weekly  cost  to  maintain 
each  inmate  was  $7.80,  a figure  which  compares  well  with  those  of  other  cities 
and  towns.  A number  of  minor  improvements  were  made  through  the  year 
with  the  use  of  W elfare  labor,  thus  curtailing  expenditures  which  would  otherwise 
be  necessary.  It  will  be  necessary,  during  the  coming  year,  for  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  to  take  some  action  relative  to  the  barn  which  has  deteriorated 
to  a hazardous  condition.  This  building  must  be  razed  or  repaired  substantially. 

This  Department  is  unfortunate  in  that  it  has  no  accommodations  for  the 
caring  of  chronic  illnesses,  there  being  no  facilities  available  at  the  local  hospital, 
it  being  necessary  to  place  cases  of  this  kind  in  private  homes,  the  most  serious 
type  being  cared  for  at  the  City  Infirmary.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  a 
study  should  be  made  with  a view  to  the  establishment  of  adequate  accommoda- 
tions where  proper  treatment  may  be  dispensed. 

A detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  is  attached. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  A.  Bowen, 

James  F.  Murphy, 

Alfred  H.  Patterson, 

Board  of  Public  Welfare. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT 


Salaries — Almoner,  3 clerks,  2 visitors $ 5,849.65 

Administration — Other  Expenses 2,740 . 00 

City  Infirmary 7,715.00 

Mothers’  Aid 12,008.64 

Outside  Relief 121,464.48 

Old  Age  Assistance 27,055 . 75 


Total  Appropriations $176,833 . 52 

Total  Expenditures 170,681.80 


Expended  Balance 


6,151.72 
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DETAIL  OF  APPROPRIATIONS 
Administration — Salaries 


Almoner  (for  10  months) 8 1,425.00 

Chief  Clerk 951.12 

1st  Clerk 893.11 

2nd  Clerk 600.00 

Visitor — 1st 1,180.42 

Visitor — 2nd 800.00 


Total  Appropriations 5,849 . 65 

Total  Expenditures 5,579 . 97 


Balance 


269.68 


Administration — Other  Expenses 


Appropriation 2,740 . 00 

Expended 2,699.12 


Balance 40.88 

City  Infirmary 

Appropriation 5,595 . 00 

Additional  Appropriation  Aug.  13,  1934 700.00 


Total  Appropriation 6,295 . 00 

Total  Expenditures 6,293 . 95 

1 .05 

City  Infirmary — Salaries 

Supt 900.00 

Laborer 520 . 00 


Total  Appropriation 1 ,420 . 00 

Total  Expenditures 1 ,420 . 00 


Balance .00 


12,000.00 

5.64 

3.00 


12,008.64 

11,001.60 

1,007.04 


Mothers’  Aid 

Appropriation 

Refunds  March  1,  1934 

Refunds  October  6,  1934 

Total  Appropriation 

Total  Expenditures 

Balance 


Old  Age  Assistance 


Appropriation 25,000.00 

Additional  Appr.  Aug.  13,  1934 2,000.00 

Refunds — Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar.,  Apr.,  May,  Aug 55.75 


Total  Appropriation 27,055 . 75 

Total  Expenditures 26,322 . 61 


Balance 


733.14 
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Outside  Relief 

Appropriation 80,000 . 00 

Additional  Appr.  Aug.  13,  1934 40,000.00 

Refunds  Jan.,  Feb.,  May.  July,  Aug.,  Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec.  . 1,510.43 


121,510.43 

Transferred  to  City  Infirmary  Account  in  payment 

of  1933  bills 45.95 


Total  Appropriation 121,464 . 48 

Total  Expenditures 1 17,364 . 55 


Balance 4,099.93 

DETAIL  OF  EXPENDITURES 
Administration — Other  Expenses 

Rent $ 420.00 

Light 31.60 

Phone 133.40 

Office  Supplies 1,016.11 

Auto  Allowance 570.00 

Transportation  (Mothers’  Aid) 4.00 

Transportation  (Outside  Relief) 524.01 


Total  Expended S 2,699 . 12 

City  Infirmary 

Medical 269.52 

Food  Supplies 3,763.13 

Clothing 370.94 

Fuel 445.00 

Light 167.25 

Phone 45.24 

Other  House  Maint.  and  Oper 612.35 

Hay  and  Grain 149.00 

Outbuildings — Maint.  and  Oper 203 . 57 

Transportation 15.00 

Insurance 252.95 


Total  Expended 6,293 . 95 

Mothers’  Aid 

Weekly  Cash 10,046 . 33 

Supplies 323.21 

Medical 289 . 06 

Rent 340 . 50 

Clothing 2.50 


Total  Expended 11,001.60 

Outside  Relief 

Weekly  cash 344 . 92 

Rent,  Board  and  Care 83,794 . 72 

Clothing 7,222.86 

Fuel 8,697.62 

Medical 11,918.13 

Towns,  Cities  and  Institutions 4,673.30 

Burials 713.00 


Total  Expended 


117,364.55 
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Old  Age  Assistance 


Weekly  Cash 24,874.73 

Fuel 61.24 

Medical 258.80 

Clothing 18.50 

Towns,  Cities  and  Institutions 904 . 34 

Burials 200.00 

Transportation 5.00 


Total  Expended 26,322 . 61 


DETAIL  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  IN  1934  IN  PAYMENT  OF  1933  BILLS 

Outside  Relief 


Appropriation  Aug.  13,  1934 $ 142.01 

Expended 141.72 

Balance .29 

City  Infirmary 

Appropriation  Dec.  10,  1934 $ 45.95 

Transferred  from  Outside  Relief — Exp.  Account 45.95 

Balance .00 

BILLS  RECEIVABLE 

Committed  1934 — 

Cities  and  Towns $ 10,474.59 

State 38,648.65 

Total $ 49,123.24 

Collected  from — 

Cities  and  Towns $ 8,395 . 48 

State 35,078 . 12 

Total $ 43,473.60 

Additional  Receipts  from  State  and  Cities  and  Towns 

for  Bills  Committed  in  Previous  Years $ 6,297.93 

Outstanding  Bills  December  31,  1935 5,649.64 

Total  Number  of  Cases  in  1934 ....  486  Individuals 1968 


CAUSES  OF  DEPENDENCY 


Unemployment 309 

Insufficient  Income 43 

Desertion — Non-support 3 

Widows 19 

Old  Age 96 

Insanity 2 

Cripples 2 

Blind 1 

Chronic  Illness 2 

Sickness 9 


486 
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Report  of  Park  Commissioners 


To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 

Gentlemen : 

As  Superintendent  of  the  Park  Department,  I herewith  submit  my  tenth 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934. 

The  most  of  our  effort  in  1934  was  permanent  construction  work  on  the 
new  six  acre  plot  ip  the  center  of  the  Park.  There,  our  two  trucks,  with  the  help 
of  E.  R.  A.  labor,  carted  2100  yds.  of  peat,  1600  yds.  of  subsoil,  stone,  and  gravel, 
and  4000  yds.  of  loam.  About  three  fourths  of  this  area  is  finished,  having  been 
seeded  and  planted.  The  rock  garden  with  flag-stone  walks  and  the  lily-pool 
are  also  completed.  Flag-stone  walks  and  steps  are  used  in  connecting  the 
circular  walk  in  the  garden  for  protecting  and  holding  the  walks  in  shape  ap- 
proaching the  level  garden  from  the  wooded  slope.  All  the  flag-stones  for  the 
walks  and  pool  were  carted  from  Connecticut,  a distance  of  65  miles  each  round 
trip.  The  rocks  used  in  the  rock  garden  came  from  woods  and  pastures  around 
Attleboro. 

Our  two  trucks  have  been  in  constant  use  on  this  project  for  the  last  three 
years  and  in  that  time  have  carted  over  17,000  yds  of  materials;  and  it  has  been 
tough  going  every  load  in  that  field.  The  Ford  truck  gave  out  this  fall  beyond 
repair  and  I had  to  hire  an  outside  truck  to  take  its  place.  The  Chevrolet 
truck  was  purchased  three  years  ago  for  $300.00  is  working,  but  it  cost  $280.00 
in  repair  bills  to  keep  it  going  in  1934,  and  I would  recommend  purchasing  an- 
other second-hand  truck  rather  than  spend  any  more  on  repair  on  this  one,  if 
more  break-downs  occur. 

The  bleachers  need  repairing  and  a coat  of  paint,  and  the  backstop  needs 
new  wire  this  Spring. 

The  animal  house  needs  repairing  and  painting  in  order  to  have  animals 
there  this  Summer. 

The  band-stand,  bathing-house,  and  Casino  Building  and  Shelter  House, 
also  need  a coat  of  paint. 

The  3-8”  water  pipe  in  the  shelter  building  toilets  are  filled  with  rust  and 
need  renewing,  after  being  in  there  22  years. 

The  swimming  pool  was  well  patronized  by  the  children  during  the  warm 
weather.  The  pool  was  given  a coat  of  cement  paint,  making  the  pool  more 
sanitary  and  easier  to  keep  clean. 

We  need  more  tennis  courts  to  take  care  of  all  that  wish  to  play,  but  every 
court  added  means  so  much  upkeep  as  it  costs  $60.00  per  season  to  care  for  one 
court. 

The  ball-games  were  well  attended  this  past  summer  and  I think  this  sport 
has  given  the  Park  many  friends  that  otherwise  would  hardly  know  that  we  had  a 
Park  in  Attleboro. 

We  are  going  to  have  plenty  of  work  in  the  spring  to  finish  grading,  planting, 
and  seeding  the  new  plot  in  the  park  and  the  common,  after  E.  R.  A.  project  of 
stone  wall  and  granolithic  walks  are  completed. 

As  Superintendent,  I wish  to  thank  the  Park  Commissioners  for  their  co- 
operation and  support  at  all  times,  also,  the  playground  supervisors  for  their 
interest  in  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  children  using  the  park  playgrounds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  E.  Anderson, 

Park  Superintendent. 
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CAPRON  PARK  PLAYGROUND  REPORT— 1934 

Mr.  S.  M.  Stone: 

Due  to  the  changed  conditions  of  the  last  year,  and  the  short  season,  the 
program  of  activities  at  Capron  Park  Playground  has  been  somewhat  altered 
from  previous  years.  No  free  material  for  handicrafts  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Park,  nor  have  the  children  been  able  to  pay  for  much  material  to  work  with. 
These  facts  have  therefore  limited  the  amount  of  time  given  to  handicraft  and 
allowed  more  attention  to  be  given  to  games  and  pastimes  ol  active  participa- 
tion, and  permitted  more  time  for  supervision  of  the  E unton  Pool. 

Always  a popular  spot,  the  Hunton  Pool  was  particularly  so  during  the  past 
season,  due  to  the  excessive  heat.  An  extra  supervised  period  for  both  boys  and 
girls  was  given,  besides  being  in  use  all  the  afternoon.  It  may  be  mentioned  here 
that  at  no  time  have  children  been  allowed  in  the  pool  alone,  a supervisor  always 
being  in  charge.  Also,  each  child  is  closely  inspected  before  being  allowed  to 
enter  the  water,  both  as  to  cleanliness  and  to  health,  none  being  permitted  to  go 
who  were  found  to  have  any  sores,  or  disease  of  any  kind.  Mr.  Anderson  and  his 
sopr  of  workers  also  cooperated  splendidly  at  all  times,  keeping  the  water  clean  and 
the  bathhouses  well  scrubbed  and  sanitary.  They  deserve  special  credit  for 
working  either  late  at  night  or  early  in  the  morning  so  that  the  children  need 
not  be  deprived  of  their  pleasure  during  the  day. 

A series  of  fourteen  lessons  in  swimming  was  held  for  beginners  averaging 
thirty  children  in  each  class.  At  the  end  of  the  season,  one  hundred  and  three 
of  these  passed  the  regular  American  Red  Cross  Swimmers  Test.  The  attendance 
figures  for  the  pool  follows,  Boys — 3217,  Girls — 4603,  while  the  playground 
attendance  for  boys  was  10,285,  girls  7770.  The  predominance  of  girls  using  the 
pool  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  they  had  the  early  hours  of  the  afternoon, 
from  iwo  to  three  o'clock,  the  boys  having  to  take  the  late  period  from  three  to 
four. 

There  were  two  baseball  leagues  composed  of  nine  teams,  one  of  the  former 
for  the  thirteen-fourteen  year  old  players,  and  the  other  one  for  the  fifteen-sixteen 
year  group.  The  teams  comprised  boys  from  all  sections  of  the  city,  one  even  for 
the  first  time  coming  up  from  South  Attleboro.  Others  came  from  Hebronville, 
Horton  f ield  section,  Finberg  Park  section,  and  Hayward  Field  section.  A 
schedule  of  thirty-six  games  was  played,  the  winners  being  the  Cubs  and  the 
Cardinals.  At  the  end  of  the  Summer,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners and  the  Interstate  Company,  these  teams  were  taken  to  Boston  to  see  a 
big  league  game.  Also  at  the  end  of  the  regular  scheduled  games,  a series  was 
played  with  the  North  Attleboro  playground  seniors. 

It  is  becoming  impossible  to  grant  the  time  desired  by  both  children  and 
adults  for  the  tennis  courts.  It  has  been  the  custom  not  to  sign  children  up  after 
five,  leaving  the  time  then  for  the  people  who  work,  but  in  the  increased  leisure 
among  the  adults,  the  younger  players  are  being  crowded  out.  The  popularity 
of  the  game  would  seem  to  call  for  additional  courts,  as  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three  persons  signed  up  for  one  hour  period  during  the  six  weeks  season.  A 
beginners  class  for  children  was  held  twice  a week  on  court  four  in  the  mornings. 
The  following  tournaments  were  carried  on  during  the  season,  boys  senior  and 
junior  singles,  boys  doubles,  girls  singles,  senior  horseshoes,  junior  horseshoes, 
and  paddle  tennis  for  both  boys  and  girls. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Harry  Wolfenden  a quantity  of  yarn  and  rug 
material  was  given  to  the  children  for  use  of  the  playground.  Some  excellent 
sweaters  were  soon  finished,  also  some  small  rugs  and  chair  mats.  Some  leather- 
craft  was  completed,  and  some  embroidery.  A new  art  which  proved  very 
popular  was  block  printing.  Many  of  the  children  cut  and  printed  personal 
Christmas  cards,  designs  for  bridge  tallies,  and  book  plates. 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  to  the  Attleboro  Public  Library  for  their 
gifts  of  books  and  magazines. 
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One  of  the  first  questions  the  children  ask  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  is 
if  the  weekly  weenie  roasts  are  to  be  held.  These  are  held  Thursday  noon  in 
the  grove,  and  with  the  before  mentioned  leisure  time  of  adults  increasing,  are 
becoming  more  and  more  a family  picnic. 

The  baskets  for  basketball  were  moved  to  the  grove  where  many  exciting 
games  were  played.  The  high  school  boys  tossed  footballs  around  all  Summer, 
keeping  in  condition  for  the  Fall  season.  Volley  ball  too,  proved  popular.  The 
lower  activity  games  were  supplemented  by  the  gifts  ol  puzzles  and  games  of 
checkers. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  a field  day  was  held,  with  a program  running 
the  full  day.  Over  twelve  hundred  enjoyed  a day  of  track  events,  races,  weenie 
roast,  candy  scramble,  and  water  events  in  the  pool.  The  final  event  was  a 
magical  entertainment. 

The  supervisors  wish  to  extend  their  thanks  to  the  Park  Commission,  arid 
Mr.  Anderson  for  their  help  and  cooperation  during  the  past  season. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Miss  Alma  Hillman,  Girls  Supervisor 
J.  Ray  Cooney,  Supervisor. 


Recommendations  .... 

1 . The  addition  of  a shower  bath  and  a toilet  in  each  side  of  the  bath  house. 

2.  Both  houses  to  be  painted  white  inside. 

3.  Two  more  tennis  courts. 

4.  Fireplace  to  be  built  in  grove  for  weenie  roasts. 

5.  Provision  made  for  handicraft  materials. 
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Report  of  Attleboro  Public 


Library 


February  6,  1935 


To 

Hon.  Frank  R.  Sweet,  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  Public  Library,  Joseph  L.  Sweet  Memorial, 
submit  herewith  their  annual  report  for  the  year  1934  and  enclose  a copy  of  the 
Librarian’s  report. 

Your  trustees  have  held  regular  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  evening  of 
each  month  during  the  year,  except  during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 

This  year  has  been  rather  full  of  major  changes  and  improvements,  chief  of 
which  is  probably  the  installation  of  a new  heating  system,  to  which  a good  deal 
of  study  was  given  and  which  we  feel  is  most  complete  and  satisfactory.  The 
cost  of  the  installation  was  made  partly  from  a special  appropriation  from  the 
city  and  the  balance  taken  from  the  Library’s  invested  funds. 


Practically  the  whole  inside  of  the  Library  has  been  redecorated  the  cost  of 
which  was  borne  by  grants  from  PWA  and  ERA.  The  book  collection  has  been 
readjusted  to  a more  serviceable  position  for  both  borrowers  and  workers. 


Of  momentous  importance  to  the  Library  and  the  people  of  Attleboro,  was  a 
gift  received  from  Yale  University,  consisting  of  about  four  hundred  volumes  of 
material  in  all  branches  of  literature  which  was  sorely  needed  in  our  library. 
This  gift  was  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Amelia  Daggett  Sheffield.  Directly  from  Mrs. 
Sheffield  herself  we  received  a number  of  unbound  copies  of  the  history  of  Attle- 
boro. Books,  magazines  and  musical  literature  were  also  received  from  many 
sources  and  to  all  of  whom  the  Library  is  most  grateful. 


The  staff  has  rendered  most  efficient  and  gracious  service  under  most  trying 
conditions  during  the  many  readjustments  and  repair  periods  and  the  Trustees 
wish  to  record  their  sincere  appreciation  of  their  interest  and  loyalty. 


The  past  year  has  shown  a successful  advance  in  all  its  branches  particularly 
in  building  up  its  technical  books  which  had  gradually  lagged  behind  the  up-to- 
date  publications.  This  was  necessarily  reflected  in  a loss  in  other  departments, 
but  was  greatly  needed.  The  public  demand  is  of  course  for  more  books  and 
while  perhaps  it  would  be  impossible  to  satisfy  the  demand  we  do  hope  that  we 
may  in  the  coming  year  come  nearer  to  a more  adequate  supply. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  William  L.  King  who  had  been  a trustee  for  thirteen 
years  the  Library  suffered  a severe  loss  and  his  counsel  will  be  greatly  missed  at 
our  table. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Board  of  Trustees, 

Attleboro  Public  Library, 
Joseph  L.  Sweet  Memorial. 


Ethel  H.  Barden,  Secretary. 
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To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library,  Joseph  L.  Sweet 

Memorial. 

A report  of  the  library  for  the  year  1934  is  chiefly  a record  of  setting  our  house 
in  order.  The  rather  extensive  alterations  connected  with  the  installation  of  a 
new  lighting  system,  a new  heating  plant  and  the  redecoration  of  walls  and 
ceilings  by  means  of  E.  R.  A.  projects,  have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  less 
spectacular,  but  equally  vital,  revamping  of  the  book  and  picture  collections, 
the  catalog  and  general  library  procedure. 

The  carrying  out  of  the  various  projects  for  building  repair  and  improvement 
was  managed  without  closing  the  library  to  the  public.  The  new  lights  have  been 
especially  welcome  for  their  efficiency,  and  no  longer  is  it  necessary  for  readers 
and  staff  to  grope  around  dimly  lighted  shelves.  There  has  been  a marked  in- 
crease in  the  use  of  the  reading  rooms  now  that  adequate  light  permits  comfort- 
able consultation  of  material  in  the  building. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  upper  tier  of  stacks  was  opened  for  public 
use  in  order  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  main  floor.  With  the  help 
o(  E.  R.  A.  workers  about  one-third  of  the  book  stock  was  shelved  in  the  upper 
tier.  This  collection  comprises  the  group  of  books  on  psychology,  religion, 
ethics,  economics,  political  science,  history  and  biography.  Members  of  the 
staff  are  scheduled  to  assist  readers  in  locating  material  in  this  section  thus  making 
it  possible  for  assistants  at  the  central  desk  to  give  more  time  to  aid  borrowers 
who  wish  material  that  is  located  on  the  main  floor. 

This  persona]  service  in  the  use  of  material  is  the  most  important  function 
of  the  library  staff,  yet  one  which  cannot  be  presented  in  graphic  form.  The 
number  of  books  circulated  means  turn-over  of  stock  and  time  and  energy  spent 
in  the  handling  of  details,  but  it  is  by  no  means  an  adequate  gauge  of  a library’s 
efficiency.  Since  1933  when  the  plan  of  charging  books  for  four  weeks  instead 
of  two,  was  put  into  effect,  in  order  to  lessen  clerical  work  of  following  up  overdue 
books,  there  has  been  a decrease  in  circulation.  There  are  various  reasons  that 
have  been  assigned  for  general  circulation  decreases  that  all  libraries  are  reporting. 
It  may  be  due  to  reemployment,  depletion  of  book  stock  and  the  fact  that, 
having  had  more  time  to  read  than  formerly,  many  people  are  now  tired  of 
reading,  but  there  is  no  decrease  in  the  actual  work  with  the  persons  of  the 
library.  Each  day  brings  requests  for  information  or  assistance  that  require 
for  answering,  time  ranging  from  three  minutes  to  three  hours.  Increased  use  of 
the  reading  rooms  at  certain  hours  of  the  day  caused  one  reader  to  remark  that 
libraries  are  now  almost  as  crowded  as  Woolworth’s  stores. 

In  order  to  give  better  service  and  to  make  the  utmost  use  of  all  available 
material,  certain  sections  of  the  catalog  have  been  revised.  A thorough  check 
has  been  made  for  obsolete  subject-headings  and  up-to-date  and  more  com- 
prehensive terms  have  been  substituted.  One  assistant  has  undertaken  the 
indexing  of  the  music  collection  so  that  individual  compositions  may  be  more 
readily  located.  The  work  begun  in  1933  on  the  picture  collection  has  been 
completed  and  the  library  now  has  approximately  100,000  pictures  arranged  in 
classified  groups. 

An  item  of  book  stock  seldom  considered  by  the  layman  is  the  rebinding  and 
repair  of  books.  During  the  year  899  books,  magazines  and  newspapers  have 
been  sent  to  commercial  binderies,  while  about  half  that  number  are  repaired  each 
month  by  library  assistants.  More  books  could  be  taken  care  of  locally  if 
budget  allotments  for  part-time  work  were  increased.  That  replacements  and 
duplicates  are  in  the  nature  of  a major  investment  is  shown  by  the  accession 
figures  which  list  3,000  items  as  duplicates  or  replacements  out  of  the  7,000  books 
added  during  the  past  three  years. 

The  book  collection  which  now  totals  36,920  or  1.7  books  per  person 
in  Attleboro,  has  been  made  possible,  to  a large  extent,  by  gifts,  *n  he  spring 
over  300  volumes  were  presented  by  Yale  University  as  a gift  in  honor  of  Amelia 


146 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Daggett  Sheffield,  and  in  addition  there  have  been  copies  of  books,  collections  of 
magazines,  documents,  pictures  and  clippings  most  generously  given  by  organiza- 
tions and  individuals.  The  library  is  deeply  appreciative  of  the  thoughtfulness 
of  those  who  have  helped  maintain  the  library  by  contributing  services,  flowers, 
books,  etc. 

Libraries,  like  individuals  and  governments,  may  best  function  by  considering 
the  long  view.  The  American  Library  Association  asks  for  the  cooperation  of 
every  individual  connected  with  a library  to  help  maintain  the  public  library  as  a 
community  institution  on  par  with  schools  as  an  educational  and  cultural  force. 
It  is  in  this  spirit  of  cooperation  that  the  staff  has  worked  intelligently,  faithfully 
and  cheerfully  despite  notably  inadequate  remuneration.  For  this  same  co- 
operative spirit  and  for  the  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  I express 
my  deep  appreciation,  and  herewith  submit  this  report. 

Sincerely  and  respectfully  yours, 

Elizabeth  Lucile  Palmer, 

Librarian. 


Report  of  City  Forester 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934. 

The  work  of  destroying  gypsy  moth  eggs  in  the  woodland  was  greatly  assisted 
by  help  from  the  E.  R.  A. — this  allowed  more  time  for  my  regular  crew  in  the 
residential  section. 

Trees  along  most  of  the  country  roads  were  sprayed  to  check  the  spread  of  the 
gypsy  moth. 

I also  found  it  necessary  to  spray  most  of  the  elm  trees  in  the  city  to  prevent 
stripping  by  the  canker  worm  and  elm  leaf  beetle. 

Many  oi  the  elm  trees  were  cleared  of  dead  wood  to  put  them  in  condition 
to  resist  the  dutch  elm  disease  which  is  certainly  spreading  toward  this  district, 
and  I hope  to  be  able  to  continue  with  the  rest  olf  the  elm  trees  this  coming  year. 

Lack  of  funds  caused  brush  cutting  to  be  confined  mostly  to  corners  and  bad 
curves,  but  through  an  E.  R.  A.  project  a lxrge  amount  of  wild  cherry  was  cut 
but  through  an  E.  R.  A.  project  a large  amount  of  wild  cherry  was  cut  that  will 
aid  extermination  of  the  tent  caterpillar. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  E.  S.  Smith, 

City  Forester. 
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Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


January  7,  1935. 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Municipal  Council, 
Attleboro,  Mass., 

Gentlemen : 


This  department  was  not  properly  equipped  to  check  scales  and  weights  of 
the  jewelers  and  factories  but  through  cooperation  of  the  Division  of  Standards, 
State  Inspector  I.  D.  F.  Marston  and  City  Sealer  Fred  Howard  of  Brockton, 
most  of  the  weights  were  tested  and  sealed  at  Brockton.  Several  trips  were  made 
to  complete  the  work. 

The  present  state  of  the  gold  market  has  created  activity  in  the  sale  of  rings, 
chains  and  other  gold  jewelry  by  persons  in  need  of  money.  Complaints  have 
been  received  at  this  office  in  the  matter  of  weights  as  determined  by  prospective 
purchasers  and  investigation  has  shown  these  complaints  to  be  justified. 

The  importance  of  this  line  of  work  was  recognized  by  Mayor  Foley  and  the 
members  of  the  Council,  and  on  request  an  appropriation  was  passed  and  a set  of 
troy  weights  was  ordered  and  delivered  December  24,  1934,  which  will  make  it 
possible  to  do  the  work  in  the  office  or  at  the  factory. 

However,  in  order  that  the  work  can  properly  be  performed  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  an  analytical  balance  for  the  smaller  weights. 

In  addition  to  a test  of  troy  weights,  this  department  was  fortunate  in  having 
again  received  cooperation  from  the  state  and  received  use  of  a one  hundred 
gallon  test  tank,  which  was  used  in  testing  bulk  meters,  meters  on  trucks,  as  well 
as  truck  compartments. 

The  law  governing  transient  vendors  has  been  changed  so  that  a sealer  must 
in  detail  report  to  the  director  of  suspected  transients. 

This  department  had  an  attractive  booth  at  the  city  exposition,  and  the 
sealer  was  at  his  booth  each  evening. 

As  sealer,  I have  checked  orders  given  out  by  the  Welfare  and  Soldiers’ 
Relief  Departments  for  fuel  and  food,  and  have  reweighed  articles  in  accordance 
with  the  law. 


Work  in  this  department  has  grown  rapidly,  and  what  was  a part  time 
position,  through  changes  in  merchandising,  vendors,  fuel  oil  and  gasoline,  also 
jewelers  legislation,  it  has  been  necessary  to  devote  full  time  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  the  duties. 


Complaints  from  various  sources  coming  to  the  attention  of  the  department 
have  received  prompt  investigation. 


Articles  adjusted,  sealed  as  follows: 

Not 


Adjusted 

Sealed 

Sealed 

Platform  over  5,000  lbs 

3 

9 

Platform  over  100 

24 

77 

Counter  over  100 

2 

47 

Beam  over  100 

6 

2 

Spring  over  100 

14 

Spring  under  100 

12 

144 

Cumputing  under  100 

11 

101 

Personal  (slot) 

10 

Con- 

demned 
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Not 

Con- 

Adjusted 

Sealed 

Sealed 

demned 

Prescription 

4 

Jewelers  Scales 

4 

17 

9 

Avoirdupois  V ts 

19 

469 

Apothecary 

7 

73 

Metric 

2 

7 

Troy 

....  127 

306 

Vehicle — 3 tanks,  9 compartments 

Liquid  Measures 

129 

Dry  Measures 

5 

Gasoline 

....  14 

146 

5 

2 

Gasoline  Meters 

68 

F erosene 

1 

19 

Oil  Pumps 

....  5 

89 

Quantity  Measures 

....  135 

735 

Yard  Measures 

12 

6 

Totals 

....  369 

2487 

16 

8 

Fees  collected  and  turned  in  to  Treasurer. 

Sealing  Fees $264 . 76 

Transient  Vendors  (2) 4.86 

Special  City  Licenses  (10) 250.00 

Local  Licenses  (18) 90.00 

Plates  License  (16) 8.00 

County  Applications  (7) 


$617.62 

Articles  reweighed  included  Beans,  Bread,  Butter,  Coal  in  bags,  Coal  in 
transit,  Confectionery,  Flour,  Lard,  Potatoes,  Onions  and  other  dry  commodities. 

55  Clinical  Thermometers  were  observed  in  accordance  with  the  law.  A 
record  of  which  was  sent  to  the  State  Director. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Dan  O’Connell, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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Report  of 


Electrical  Inspector 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council : 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Electrical  Inspector  for  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  1934. 

Applica- 

Inspec- 

Re-Inspec- 

tions 

Permits 

tions 

tions 

Total 

January 

. 58 

58 

77 

108 

185 

February 

. 43 

43 

57 

81 

138 

March 

. 51 

51 

68 

114 

182 

April 

. 83 

83 

111 

149 

260 

May 

. 89 

89 

119 

139 

258 

June 

. 99 

99 

132 

183 

315 

July 

. 68 

68 

91 

99 

190 

August 

. 98 

98 

131 

128 

259 

September 

. 106 

106 

142 

161 

303 

October 

. Ill 

111 

148 

195 

343 

November 

. 85 

85 

114 

134 

248 

December 

. 99 

99 

132 

90 

222 

990 

990 

1,322 

1,581 

2,903 

Evidence  of  the  necessity  tor  more  rigid  inspections  and  strict  enforcement 
of  the  City  Ordinances  and  State  Laws  has  been  very  forcefully  brought  to  the 
attention  of  every  one  concerned  in  the  recent  fatality  at  the  Dodge ville  Finishing 
Company’s  plant  in  Dodgeville  where  work  had  been  done  by  some  person  not 
qualified  to  do  the  same  and  without  a permit  being  issued  to  him  from  this 
office  and  consequently  no  inspection  of  the  work  being  made.  This  fatality 
showed  only  too  well  the  wiseness  of  our  City  Ordinances  and  State  Laws  re- 
quiring Cities  to  have  and  maintain  inspection  departments.  If  the  general 
public  does  not  co-operate  with  this  office  in  this  respect  we  are  powerless  to 
secure  the  safety  that  the  aforesaid  City  Ordinances  and  State  Laws  contemplate. 

In  endeavoring  to  carry  out  the  action  of  these  Laws  during  the  past  year  it 
has  been  necessary  to  institute  court  action  in  several  instances,  which  in  every 
case  has  produced  convictions  which  we  hope  will  be  lessons  to  others  who  might 
attempt  doing  electrical  work  without  the  necessary  license  and  permit  as  re- 
quired by  City  and  State  Laws. 


Recommendations 


Office  Expenses $225 . 00 

Maintenance  of  Auto 125 . 00 


$350.00 

At  this  time  I wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
the  Municipal  Council  and  all  officials  and  citizens  for  their  courtesy  and  hearty 
co-operation  extended  to  this  office  during  the  past  year  of  1934. 

Joseph  H.  Newcomb, 

Electrical  Inspector. 
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Fire  Department 


MAYOR 

Frank  R.  Sweet 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  ON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

David  Lyon,  Chairman  Francis  Manchester 

Earle  Swift 


BOARD  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 

William  E.  Sweeney,  Chairman  Chief  Fred  A.  Clark,  Clerk 

Craig  C.  Pope  Asst.  Chief  Leonard  Gould 


PERMANENT  MEN 


Located  at  South  Main  Street  Station 


Chief  Fred  A.  Clark 

Asst.  Chief  Leonard  Gould . . . 
Captain  Hiram  R.  Packard . . . 
Lieutenant  Joseph  O.  Mowry. 
Lieutenant  Herbert  E.  Knight 

Frank  E.  Barney 

Charles  E.  Barrett 

Francis  J.  Barrett 

Harold  Cassidy 

William  A.  Demers 

Clifford  E.  Dieterle 

Charles  I.  Gay 

Peter  Godfrey 

Herman  F.  Gorman 

James  W.  Hatfield 

William  J.  Lees 

John  J.  McGilvray 

Harry  E.  Morris 

Edward  M.  Paton 

Harold  T.  Powers 

William  E.  Riley 

John  Stafford 

William  A.  Wheaton 


22  Hayward  St. 

88  Forest  St. 

8 Hope  St. 

5 Second  St. 

15  Angell  St. 

681  Park  St. 

1 Parker  St. 

22  Foley  St. 

North  Ave. 

41A  Holman  St. 

496  Newport  Ave. 

155  Park  St. 

16  Carman  Ave. 

1 Fuller  Ave. 

1 Mulberry  St. 

31  Adamsdale  Ave. 
16  Martin  St. 

94  Cumberland  Ave. 
10  Angell  St. 

56  Carpenter  St. 

96  Park  St. 

4S  Oakridge  Ave. 

66  Emory  St. 
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Located  at  Union  Street  Station 


Captain  Bert  E.  Riley 

Lieutenant  Herbert  E.  Brown 
Lieutenant  William  F.  Ahern . 

Joseph  I.  Claflin 

John  E.  Galvin 

Joseph  W.  Hearn 

Ralph  L.  Hopkinson 

Nelson  B.  Lees 

Delphis  J.  B.  Paradis 

Herbert  C.  Parker 

Charles  E.  Stewart 


21  Eicknell  St. 

9 Franklin  St. 

567  Thacher  St. 

24  West  St. 

60  Parker  St. 

53  Thacher  St. 

6 Benefit  St. 

61  Adamsdale  Ave. 

35  Baker  St. 

163  North  Ave. 

36  Parker  St. 


Located  at  South  Attleboro  Station 


Captain  Roy  M.  Churchill 1536  Newport  Ave. 

Lieutenant  Albert  N.  Knight 10  Lafayette  St. 

Albert  W.  Andrews 33  Pleasant  St. 

Henry  E.  Charon 46  Hodges  St. 

Manuel  Duigmedgian 105  Parker  St. 

Thomas  R.  Leedham 4 Meunier  Ave. 

Frederick  W.  S.  Moore 54  Brownell  St. 

Joseph  A.  Smith 628  Newport  Ave. 

Herman  M.  Thurber 532  Newport  Ave. 


Located  at  Hebronville  Station 
Andrew  L.  Murphy 


Bliss  Ave. 


Report  of  Board  of  Fire  Engineers 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: 

We  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Fire  Department 
for  the  year  ending  December  20,  1934,  together  with  such  recommendations  as 
we  think  necessary  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Department. 


Organization 

The  Department  consists  of : 

4 Engineers — 2 Permanent,  2 Call 
42  Officers  and  men — Permanent 


Fire  Stations  and  Apparatus 

Central  Fire  Station,  South  Main  Street,  Station  No.  1 
2 Ahrens-Fox  Triple  Combinations 
1 Ahrens-Fox  City  Service  Ladder  Truck 
1 Chief’s  Car 
1 Supply  Car 


152 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Union  Street  Station,  Station  No.  2 

1  Ahrens-Fox  Triple  Combination 
1 Seagrave  Tractor  Drawn  75  foot  Aerial  Ladder  Truck 


South  Attleboro  Station,  Newport  Avenue,  Station  No.  4 

1 Ahrens-Fox  Triple  Combination 
1 Seagraves  City  Service  Truck 
1 Kelley-Springfield  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical 


Hebronville  Station,  South  Main  Street,  Station  No.  5 
1 Federal  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical 


APPARATUS 

4 Ahrens-Fox  Triple  Combinations 

2 Hose  and  Chemical  Trucks 

3 Ladder  Trucks 
1 Chief’s  Car 

1 Supply  Car 

We  had  one  bad  three-alarm  fire,  the  Sanford  Block. 

The  Department,  including  all  companies,  has  laid  23,500  feet  of  hose, 
raised  2,134  feet  of  ladders,  used  204  gallons  of  chemicals,  15  gallons  of  foam, 
16  pryenes.  water  cans  283  times  and  the  booster  pumps  73  times. 

The  Department  has  responded  to  the  following  alarms : 

Alarms  from  boxes 71 

Still  alarms 242 

Assembly 2 Total  315 


Classification 


Ash  bin 

Autos 

Awning 

Broken  water  pipe 

Brush 

Building 

Chimney 

Cleaning  gutter . . . 

Dump 

False 

Gasolene 

Hencoop 

Inhalator 

Motor 

No  fire 

Oil  burner 

Overheated  stove . . 
Rescue  animal 
Rescue  person .... 

Sawdust 

Sleepers 

Sprinklers 

Stone  crusher 

Tar  barrel 


6 

28 

1 

1 

107 

49 

40 

1 

10 

12 

1 

2 

1 

1 

23 

12 

1 

6 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 Total  315 
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FIRE  LOSS 


Value  of  buildings  at  risk 

$481,400.00 

Value  of  contents  at  risk 

465,500.00 

$ 

946,900.00 

Insurance  on  buildings 

614,650.00 

Insurance  on  contents 

449,400.00 

$1 

,064,050.00 

Loss  on  buildings 

17,561.44 

Loss  on  contents 

34,383.17 

$ 

51,944.61 

Insurance  paid  on  buildings 

17,301.44 

Insurance  paid  on  contents 

34,263.17 

$ 

51,564.61 

Loss  not  covered  by  insurance 

$ 

380.00 

LEARN  THE  LOCATION  OF  YOUR  NEAREST  FIRE  ALARM  BOX 

IMPROVEMENTS 

A roof  was  built  over  the  South  Main  Street  Station  tower.  A new  roof 
on  the  South  Attleboro  Station.  A new  hot  water  heating  plant  at  Union  Street 
Station.  Both  the  Union  Street  and  South  Attleboro  Stations  were  painted 
outside.  Mew  doors  were  installed  at  the  South  Main  Street  Station. 

All  of  the  Stations  are  in  first  class  condition,  excepting  for  minor  repairs 
needed  from  time  to  time. 


SALARIES 

Chief $2,100.00  per  year 

Assistant  Chief 2,000.00  per  year 

Semi-permanent  man,  Hebron ville 1,080.00  per  year 

PERMANENT  MEN 

Captains $ 4.95  per  day 

Lieutenants 4.73  per  day 

2nd  year  men 4.50  per  day 

1st  year  men 4.28  per  day 

1st  six  months  men 4.05  per  day 


HOSE 

The  total  amount  of  two  and  one-half  inch  hose  in  the  Department  is  16,000 
feet,  of  one  and  one-half  inch  hose  is  1,500  feet.  Chemical  hose  2,150  feet. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Apparatus — 

All  of  the  apparatus  is  up-to-date  and  in  first  class  condition  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  old  Kelley  Combination  truck  at  South  Attleboro.  This  truck  is  not 
dependable  and  is  over  20  years  old.  \\  e believe  this  truck  is  a liability  to  the 
City  and  recommend  to  replace  it  with  a 500  gallon  Triple  Combination  Pumper 
as  this  part  of  the  City  needs  first  class  protection.  The  Combination  Truck  at 
Hebron  ville  is  21  years  old  but  has  not  been  used  as  much  as  the  Kelley  Truck. 

Man  Power — 

We  are  running  away  below  the  average  in  the  number  of  men  and  would 
recommend  that  two  more  men  be  appointed  to  the  force  to  replace  the  two  that 
were  pensioned.  One  of  these  two  would  be  placed  in  the  South  Attleboro 
Station. 
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Chief’s  Car — 

We  recommend  the  purchase  of  another  car  for  the  use  of  the  Chief  Officers 
of  the  Department.  At  present  the  lack  o<  another  car  is  hurting  the  efficiency 
of  the  Department  and  we  do  not  believe  the  Engineers  should  be  expected  to 
use  their  own  cars  all  the  time.  The  Chief  of  Department  as  Building  inspector 
and  representative  of  Fire  Marshall’s  Office  is  obliged  to  fulfill  these  duties  and 
uses  the  Fire  Department’s  only  car  very  frequently.  M hen  this  car  is  used 
for  this  purpose  and  an  alarm  comes  in,  the  Assistant  Chief  has  no  light  car  to  go 
in  and  if  the  Assistant  Chief  is  on  his  day  off  there  is  no  car  to  pick  up  one  of  the 
other  Engineers.  Coupled  with  this  is  the  seriousness  of  a call  for  the  Inhalator, 
for  there  is  no  light  speedy  car  to  respond  with  when  this  one  car  is  out  on  other 
municipal  duties  which  the  Chief  is  obliged  to  do,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Assistant 
Chief. 

APPRECIATION 

A,  e wish  at  this  time  to  thank  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  the  Municipal  Council, 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  and  the  Police  Department  for  their  assist- 
ance and  to  the  Officers  and  Men  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  duties. 

W e wish  to  thank  Dr.  Kent  for  his  attendance  and  services  rendered  to  our 
men  injured  at  fires. 

Also  at  this  time  we  wish  to  thank  Mr.  M ightman  and  Mr.  Morin  for  lunches 
sent  to  us  at  numerous  night  fires. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Board  of  Fire  Engineers, 

William  E.  Sweeney,  Chairman 
Chief  Fred  A.  Clark,  Clerk 
Assistant  Chief  Leonard  Gould 
Craig  C.  Pope 


ESTIMATED  EXPENSES 


Salary  of  Chief (1)  $ 2,500.00 

Salary  of  Assistant  Chief (1)  2,400.00 

Salary  of  (1)  Semi-Permanent  man (1)  1,200.00 

Salary  of  (3)  Captains (1)  6,022.50 

Salary  of  (5)  Lieutenants (1)  9,581 .25 

Salary  of  (33)  Permanent  men (1)  60,202.50 


881,906 .25 


MAINTENANCE  OF  EQUIPMENT 


Autos 

(2) 

$ 1,500.00 

Hose 

(2) 

1,100.00 

Wearing  Apparel 

(2) 

100.00 

Extinguishers 

(2) 

25.00 

Stations 

(2) 

2,500.00 

All  Other 

(2) 

HYDRANTS 

25.00 

Hydrants 

(3) 

OTHER  EXPENSES 

Light  and  Power 

(4) 

$ 485.00 

Phones 

(4) 

490.00 

Mater 

(4) 

135.00 

Fuel 

(4) 

1,200.00 

Office  Supplies 

(4) 

25.00 

Insurance  on  Buildings . . . 

(4) 

175.00 

Incidentals 

(4) 

20.00 

$ 5,250.00 


$ 2,530.00 


Total 


$89,686.25 
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Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 


To  the  Board  of  Fire  Engineers,  Attleboro  Fire  Department: 
Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1934. 

The  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  System  is  in  use  and  is  in  very  good 
working  order.  The  equipment  which  makes  up  the  system  is  listed  below. 


One  steam  whistle  and  equipment Pumping  Station,  South  Attleboro 

One  air  whistle  with  compressed  air  equipment Central  Station 

One  Excelsior  Time  and  Date  Stamp Central  Station 

One  Excelsior  Punch  Register Central  Station 

One  Peerless  Take  Up  Reel Central  Station 

One  Indicator Central  Station 

Two  Tower  Bell  Strikers  (Spare) Union  Street  Station 

Two  Indicators  (Spare)  (1) Union  Street  Station 

One  Excelsior  Punch  Register Union  Street  Station 

One  Tower  Bell  and  Striker South  Attleboro  Station 

One  Indicator South  Attleboro  Station 

One  Excelsior  Punch  Register South  Attleboro  Station 

One  Tower  Bell  Striker Hebronville  Church 

One  Indicator Hebronville  Station 


There  are  19  Tappers  and  Gongs  located  as  follows:  one  in  the  Police  Station, 
Telephone  Office,  Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  Water  Works 
Barn  and  the  remainder  in  the  homes  of  the  members  of  the  department. 

There  are  118  fire  alarm  boxes  connected  to  the  system,  112  of  these  are 
street  boxes  and  6 are  owned  by  following  concerns: 


Box  No.  31 — North  Avenue 
Box  No.  851 — 46  Pine  Street 
Box  No.  652 — 53  Falmouth  Street 
Box  No.  751 — 56  Starkey  Avenue 
Box  No.  515 — 57  Mechanic  Street 
Box  No.  554 — 32  Olive  Street 


Interstate  Street  Railway  Co. 

Bay  State  Optical  Co. 

W & R Jewelry  Co.,  Inc. 
Reenforced  Paper  Co. 

The  C.  L.  Watson  Co. 

The  Larson  Tool  & Stamping  Co. 


The  Fire  Alarm  Headquarters  is  located  in  the  Union  Street  Fire  Station  and 
consists  of  the  following: 

One  twelve  circuit  storage  battery  switchboard 
. One  twelve  circuit  protector  board 
One  ten  circuit  repeater 
510  cells  of  storage  battery 
One  1 KW  Generator  Set 
One  1 1-2  KW  Generator  Set  (gasoline  driven) 

One  Excelsior  Punch  Register 
One  Peerless  Take-up  Reel 

One  six  circuit  storage  battery  switchboard  (in  storage) 

One  six  circuit  protector  board  (in  storage) 

During  the  past  year  no  additional  fire  alarm  boxes  have  been  placed  in 
the  system. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

I would  recommend  that  some  additional  fire  alarm  boxes  be  purchased  in 
the  near  future  as  this  city  is  far  behind  in  its  total  number  of  boxes  as  compared 
to  other  cities  of  equivalent  size. 

I would  recommend  that  a winch  be  purchased  to  complete  our  truck  pro- 
gram which  was  started  two  years  ago,  a chassis  being  purchased  in  1932,  and  a 
line  construction  body  in  1933.  The  addition  of  a winch  would  complete  this 
unit  and  would  make  it  a very  efficient  piece  of  equipment  to  this  department. 


Salary  of  Superintendent $2,190.00 

Salary  of  Assistant 1,916 . 25 

Maintenance  ot  Fire  Alarm 1,250.00 

Maintenance  of  Auto 150.00 

Installation  of  winch  on  truck 650.00 

Other  Expenses 250 . 00 


$6,406.25 

At  this  time  I wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Fire  Engineers  and  the  members 
of  the  Department  for  their  valuable  assistance  to  this  branch  of  the  department 
during  the  past  year  of  1934. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  NEWCOMB, 

Supt.  Fire  Alarm 
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Report  of  the  Building  Inspector 


January  1st,  1935 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Gentlemen : 


Following  is  a report  of  the  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1934;  a total  of 
190  permits  were  issued  amounting  to  $109,198.00,  divided  as  follows: 


One  family  dwellings. 

Garages 

Factory  additions 

Stores 

Lunch  Room 

Repairing  fire  damage 

Minor  Buildings 

Alterations 

Raze  buildings 

Move  buildings 


17  $ 43,500.00 

29  6,465.00 

1 22,000.00 

1 3,000.00 

1 1,500.00 

1 12,000.00 

37  5,347 . 00 

94  15,386.00 

8 
1 


190  $109,198.00 


The  total  number  of  permits  granted  in  1933  was  132  amounting  to  $97,450.00 
making  a gain  for  1934  of  $11,748.00. 


During  the  year  I have  made  184  inspections. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Fred  A.  Clark, 

Building  Inspector. 
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Report  of  City  Solicitor 

To  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: 

The  legal  work  for  the  City,  during  the  year  of  1934,  has  been  more  con- 
sistent than  in  the  past  years  and  has  necessitated  more  time  in  its  handling. 
From  merely  part-time  work,  it  has  become  sufficient  to  take  up  most  of  the  time 
of  the  incumbent  in  taking  care  of  it. 

During  1934,  there  have  been  seven  cases  tried  before  the  Superior  Court 
and  the  District  Court.  In  one  instance,  there  has  been  a finding  of  $500.00 
against  the  City;  this  was  a land  damage  case  arising  from  the  re-location  of 
Newport  Avenue.  In  all  other  matters,  decisions  were  rendered  for  the  City. 

The  defense  by  the  City  of  the  regulation  concerning  complete  pasteuriza- 
tion or  certification  of  milk  sold  in  Attleboro  has  reached  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State  and  is  to  be  heard  during  the  early  part  of  January. 

The  defense  by  the  City  of  the  police  cases  so-called,  involving  the  legality 
of  the  1934  Council  action  in  reducing  the  wages  of  the  police  of  this  City  has 
taken  two  different  aspects.  In  the  first  instance,  a petition  for  review  of  the 
hearing  held  by  Mayor  Foley  on  demand  of  the  police  was  heard  by  Justice 
Rowe  in  the  District  Court,  and  the  Court  held  the  action  of  the  Council  legal. 
In  the  second  instance,  a contract  action  was  brought  by  one  officer  to  recover 
an  amount  of  money  equivalent  to  the  difference  between  the  two  rates  of  pay. 
That  was  also  heard  by  Justice  Rowe  in  the  District  Court  and  a finding  for  the 
City  was  made.  The  contract  action  is  now  pending  before  the  Appellate 
Division  of  the  District  Courts  and  shall  be  heard  soon  after  the  first  of  the  year, 
while  the  petition  for  review  is  being  held  in  abeyance  at  the  moment,  pending 
the  contract  action,  and  both  matters  shall  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court 
together. 

There  remains,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  but  one  action  for 
land  damages  arising  out  of  the  takings  at  Mirimichi.  Six  cases,  involving  the 
same  takings  were  settled  at  figures  that  I believe  were  very  reasonable. 

No  more  controverted  matters,  arising  from  the  Newport  Avenue  re-location, 
save  one,  remain  to  be  settled,  four  such  matters  having  been  settled  during  1934. 

Several  other  cases  against  the  City,  involving  damages  to  persons  because 
of  defective  ways  have  been  settled  at  a minimum  figure. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  seventy-four  written  opinions  have  been  rendered 
by  this  Department.  To  estimate  the  number  and  length  of  conferences  and 
consultations  with  the  several  City  officials  would  be  impossible.  But  to  all 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  several  problems  which  arose  during  1934,  it  will 
be  apparent  that  this  item  alone  constituted  the  greater  part  of  the  work  done. 

The  legal  department  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  has  outgrown  its  original 
purpose.  As  the  City  goes  along,  its  problems  become  more  complex  and  numer- 
ous. Naturally  a good  part  of  this  falls  upon  the  City  Solicitor  to  decide.  I 
would  therefore  recommend  that: 

1.  The  position  be  considered  one  which  should  require  all  the  time  and 
energy  of  the  incumbent,  and  necessarily  a salary  commensurate  with  such  a 
position. 

2.  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  given  office  space  in  the  City  Hall  and  equip- 
ment equal  to  other  departments  of  the  City,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  keep  in  closer 
contact  with  the  problems  involving  the  City. 

3.  That  the  legal  department  be  furnished  with  a legal  library  of  moderate 
but  comprehensive  contents,  concerning  municipal  law. 

Henri  G.  Proulx, 

City  Solicitor. 
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Report  of  Board  of  Assessors 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Gentlemen : 

The  Board  of  Assessors  respectfully  submit  the  report  of  the  Assessing 
Department  for  the  year  1934. 


TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES 


Number  of  persons  assessed  on  Property 6,453 

Number  of  polls  assessed 6,726 

Value  of  Stock  in  Trade $ 482,520.00 

Value  of  Machinery 2,203,395.00 

Value  of  Live  Stock 61,420.00 

Value  of  Other  Tangible  Property 1,126,510.00 

Total  value  of  Personal  Property  assessed 3,873,845.00 

Total  value  of  Real  Estate  assessed 21,418,380.00 

Total  value  of  Buildings 15,330,735.00 

Total  value  of  Land 6,087,645 . 00 

Total  value  of  Real  and  Personal  assessed 25,292,225.00 

Tax  assessed  on  Personal  Estate 133,260.26 

Tax  assessed  on  Real  Estate 736,792.25 

Tax  assessed  on  Polls 13,452.00 

Total  tax  of  all  estates 883,504.51 

1934  Tax  Rate — per  thousand 34.40 

Horses  assessed 131 

Cows  assessed 672 

Neat  cattle  assessed 64 

Swine  assessed 288 

Houses  assessed 3,950 

Acres  of  land  assessed 15,000 

Fowl  assessed 20,303 

Value  of  Fowl $15,020.00 


RECAPITULATION 


City  Appropriations $1,127,269 .86 

1930  Deficit  Overlay 3,303.70 

State  Tax 38,700.00 

Hospital  for  Veterans 90.00 

State  Parks  and  Reservations 258 . 82 

County  Tax 28,584.55 

Tuberculosis  Hospital 16,989 . 31 

1934  Overlay 9,689 . 53 

State  Audit 29.38 

Municipal  Relief  Expense 25.00 


$1,224,940.15 
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ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 


Income  Tax $ 71,612 . 88 

Corporation  Tax 32,296 . 08 

• Bank  Tax 724.68 

Excise  Tax 25,000 . 00 

Licenses 15,961 . 00 

Fines 886 . 62 

Special  Assessments 3,516 . 00 

General  Government 597 . 00 

Water  Revenue 100,362 . 55 

Health  and  Sanitation 764 . 25 

Charities 55,637 . 38 

Soldiers  Benefits 425 . 00 

Education 3,972.59 

Costs  on  Water  and  Taxes 2,520.00 

Federal  Emergency  Relief  Act  of  1933 17,106.28 

Interest  on  Deposits 217.31 

Interest  on  Taxes  and  Assessments 9,829.59 

State  Owned  Land 6.43 


$ 341,435.64 

City,  State  and  County  Appropriations $1,224,940.15 

Estimated  Receipts 341,435 . 64 


Net  amount  to  be  raised  on  Polls  and  Property $ 883,504.51 

Above  amount  raised  as  follows : 

6,776  Poll  Taxes  @$2.00 $ 13,452 . 00 

Valuation  $25,292,225 .00  @ 34.40 870,052 . 51 


$ 883,504.51 

Betterment  Taxes — 

Sewer  assessment $ 559 . 35 

Sidewalk  assessment 651.80 

Curbing  assessment 1 , 2 46 . 1 3 

Moth 81.10 

Motor  Excise 28,232 . 06 


Amount  raised  from  all  assessments $ 914,274.95 


MOTOR  EXCISE  TAX 


Number  of  Cars  registered 5,504 

Valuation  of  same $1,056,290.00 

Tax  on  above 28,232 . 06 

Average  valuation 190 . 00 

Average  Tax 5.13 


There  were  320  more  cars  registered  than  in  1933. 


Land  of  too  small  value  to  advertise  for  the  sale  of  taxes: 


Number  of  Parcels 160 

Number  of  Owners 61 

Valuation  of  same $2,015.00 

Tax  on  above  for  1934 69.32 

Treasurer’s  Deed  to  City  of  Attleboro: 

Number  of  Owners 122 

Valuation  of  same $10,875.00 

Tax  on  above  for  1934 374 . 10 

Non-Taxable  Real  Estate  Valuation $4,134,130.00 

Non-Taxable  Personal  Valuation 1,848,365.00 
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COST  OF  OPERATING  THE  ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 
FOR  THE  LAST  EIGHT  YEARS 

Assistant 


Salaries 

Assessors 

Clerical 

Other 

Total 

1927. . . . 

. . .$3,400.00 

$633 . 75 

$2,629.50 

$1,471.02 

$ 8,134.27 

1928.. . . 

...  3,400.00 

772.00 

3,087.00 

1,544.02 

8,803.02 

1929. . . . 

...  3,400.00 

579.25 

4,064.83 

1,814.19 

9,858.27 

1930. . . . 

...  4,000.00 

706.75 

3,863 . 84 

2,753.42 

11,324.01 

1931.... 

. . . 5,000.00 

562.59 

3,789.82 

2,428.12 

11,780.53 

1932 . . . 

. ..  . 4,210.00 

556.40 

3,345.80 

1,492.25 

9,604.45 

1933.. .. 

. . . 3,356.41 

397.74 

2,219.58 

1,360.00 

7,333.73 

1934. . . . 

...  3,400.00 

498.28 

2,421.35 

3,559.10 

9,878.73 

ABATEMENTS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Polls 

Personal 

Real  Estate 

Moth 

Excise 

1931.... 

$ 86.15 

1932. . . . 

. ..$  768.00 

$1,558.68 

331.61 

$ 952.96 

1933.. .. 

...  1,052.00 

812.44 

2,434.48 

.50 

253.85 

1934. . . . 

, ...  334.00 

815.99 

2,428.98 

.25 

1,211.69 

We 

now  have  63  new  plats  of  the  city  in  use  in  this  office. 

The  Engineering 

Department  has  furnished  no  new  plats  during  the  year  1934. 

Building  permits  during  1934  for  the  center  of  the  city: 

Houses 

. 47 

Garages 32 

Other  buildings 15 

Buildings  torn  down 10 

Total 104 


New  valuation  furnished  by  the  above $77,430.00 

Loss  because  of  10  buildings  torn  down 9,900.00 


Net  gain  in  valuation  in  center  of  city  from  buildings 

permits $67,530 . 00 


Building  permits  during  1934  for  South  Attleboro  section: 


Houses 18 

Garages 6 

Other  buildings 9 

Buildings  torn  down 4 


Total 37 

New  valuation  furnished  by  the  above $15,030.00 

Loss  because  of  buildings  torn  down 3,750.00 

Net  gain  in  valuation  in  South  Attleboro  from  building 

permits $1 1,280 . 00 

Total  net  gain  in  valuation  for  entire  city $78,810.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS, 

Herbert  L.*Perry 
John  J.  Hodge 
Isaac  H.  Bruce 
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Balance 

uncollected 

Report 

Refunds 

Cammitted  and 

of 

Transferred 
from  Tax 

the 

Total 

Jan  1.  1934 

1934  Adjustments 

Titles 

Charge 

1931  Real 

$86 . 15 

$86.15 

1932  Polls,  Personal,  Real.  . . 

. $8,199.08 

898.61 

9,097.69 

1933  Polls,  Personal,  Real.  . . 

. 226,994.76 

R&A$33 . 45 

1,088.90 

228,117.11 

1934  Polls,  Personal,  Real . . . 

$883,714.51  R93.88 

883,808.39 

1932  Old  Age  Assist.  Tax. . . . 

’ 323.00 

A16.00 

339.00 

1933  Old  Age  Assist.  Tax. . . . 

1932  Motor  Vehicle  Excise . . 

1933  Motor  Vehicle  Excise . . 

1,709.00 

1,156.15 

3,454.07 

R4.40 

1,709.00 

1,156.15 

3,458.47 

1934  Motor  Vehicle  Excise . . 

28,232.06  R176.ll 

28,408.17 

1932  Moth  Assessment 

1933  Moth  Assessment 

1.20 

72.95 

R.25 

1.20 

73.20 

1934  Moth  Assessment 

81.10 

81.10 

1934  Curbing 

240.08 

240.08 

1933  Apportioned  Curbing . . 

1934  Apportioned  Curbing . . 

516.27 

898.79 

516.27 

898.79 

1934  Granolithic  Walk 

67.12 

67.12 

1933  App.  Gran.  Walk 

1934  App.  Gran.  Walk 

206.46 

522.79 

206.46 

522.77 

1933  Apportioned  Sewer . . . . 

1934  Apportioned  Sewer 

! 299.98 

442.66 

299.98 

442.66 

1 933  Committed  Interest . . . . 

1934  Committed  Interest 

365.78 

593.06 

365.78 

593.06 

Apportioned  Betterments — 
Paid  in  Advance 

Interest 

Costs 


Dept,  of  Public  Welfare 

20,827.55 

49,138.24 

69,965.79  j 

Fishing  Permits,  Orr’s  Pond.  . 

20.00 

20.00 

Health  Dept 

217.51 

3,383.03 

3,600.54  1 

Highway 

40.05 

25.00 

65.05 

Public  Property 

992.00 

1,564.00 

2,556.00  ] 

School 

1,747.68 

1,747.68  I 

Soldiers  Relief 

136.45 

136.45  ! 

Pipe  and  Labor — 1930 

86.36 

86.36  J 

1931 

31.24 

31.241 

1932 

126 . 90 

126.90  8 

1933 

760.00 

76G .65 Jj 

1934 

3,176.49 

3,176.49  1 

Water  Rates — 1929 

8.00 

8.00  A 

1930 

8.00 

8.00  J 

1931 

224.99 

224 . 99  1 

1932 

2,284.48 

2,284.48  | 

1933 

13,396.97 

R13.38 

13,410.351 

1934 

103,843.83  R103.03 

103,946.86  j 

Water  Liens 484 . 27  484 . 27 


$282,439.85  $1,078,174.69  $440.50  $2,073.66  $1,363,128.70 

*Paid  direct  to  Treasurer. 

JTransierred  to  Water  Liens 
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City 

Collector 

Collected 

Transferred 

Balance 

and  Paid 

to 

Total 

Uncollected 

T reasurer 

Abated 

Tax  Titles 

Misc. 

Credit 

Dec.  31,  1934 

$86.15 

$86 . 15 

$6,116.40 

2,660.29 

$321.00 

9,097.69 

191,888.86 

4,298.92 

29,268.62 

228,117.11 

$2,660.71 

635,394.83 

3,578.97 

883,808.39 

244,834.59 

128.00 

211.00 

339.00 

652.00 

386.00 

1,709.00 

671.00 

203.19 

952.96 

1,156.15 

1,683.12 

253.85 

3,458.47 

1,521.50 

23,757.79 

1,211.69 

28,408.17 

3,438.69 

1.20 

1.20 

61.40 

.50 

9.85 

73.20 

1.45 

54.15 

.25 

81.10 

26.70 

185.08 

Ap$55 . 00 

240.08 

378.47 

137.80 

516.27 

438.58 

898.79 

460.21 

67.12 

67.12 

169.39 

37.07 

206.46 

337.53 

522 . 77 

185.24 

285.71 

14.27 

299.98 

196.04 

442.66 

246.62 

304.44 

61.34 

365.78 

299.49 

593.06 

293.57 

82.95 

10,083.07 

2,770.82 

82.95 

10,083.07 

2,770.82 

28,634.35 

*21,661.36 

69,965.79 

19,670.08 

20.00 

20.00 

1,268.57 

15.84 

3,600.54 

2,316.13 

25.00 

65  05 

40.05 

1,064.00 

2,556.00 

1,492.00 

1,747.68 

1,747.68 

136.45 

136.45 

86.36 

86.36 

8.36 

31.24 

22.88 

63.18 

126.90 

63.72 

602 . 87 

4.13 

760.65 

153.65 

2,550.50 

1.00 

J3.00 

3,176.49 

621.99 

8.00 

8.00 

8.00 

8.00 

86.66 

224.99 

138.33 

1,696.30 

J96.49 

2,284.48 

491.69 

10,533.17 

32.41 

J311.92 

13,410.35 

2,532.85 

94,733.63 

253.35 

J51.47 

103,946.86 

8,908.41 

336.62 

484.27 

147.65 

$1,018,910.52 

$13,947.31  $29,849.95 

$22,179.24 

$1,376,065.54 

$291,178.52 

F.  F.  BLACKINTON, 

City  Collector 
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City  Auditor’s  Report 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Municipal  Council: 

I submit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  Auditing  Department. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1934,  the  Auditing  Department 
has  audited  all  bills  and  payrolls  presented  for  payment. 

It  has  also  made  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer,  the 
City  Clerk  and  City  Collector,  all  of  which  have  been  found  correct. 

The  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Water  Sinking  Fund  and  Sewer 
Investment  Fund  have  been  examined  and  all  securities  held  by  them  checked 
and  verified. 


The  Trust  Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  have  been  examined  and  found  correct,  and  all  securities  held 
by  them  examined  and  found  to  agree  with  the  report  as  presented. 


The  financial  statements,  schedules,  etc.,  will  be  found  on  the  following 
pages. 


E.  S.  J.  RANDALL, 

City  Auditor. 
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Clerk 496.15  

Garbage  Disposal 1,400.00  

7,111.17  7,111.17 0 00  7,111.17  7,111.17 


HEALTH  OFFICER 
State  Sanatoria 
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1928  Sewer  Extensions 218.01  218.01  0.00  218.01  218.01 

Oak,  Pleasant,  U orton  Sts.  and 

Gustin  Ave.  E.  li.  A.  Drainage  3,353.78  3,353.78  1,337.08  4,690.86  .90  4,689.96 


Sidewalk  Curbingat  Capron  Park, 

Horton  Field  and  So.  Attleboro 

School 0 00  0.00  115.62  115.62  115.62 
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Trans.  Outside  Relief 524.01 

Trans.  Mother’s  Aid 4.00 
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BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
Mother’s  Aid 

Weekly  Cash 10,046.33 

Supplies 323.21 

Medical 289 . 06 
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PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
Salary  and  Wages 
Smith-Hughes  Fund 
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46,943.33 14.85R  46,958.18 56.82  47,015.00  1,170.00  45,845.00 
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Labor 5,022.70  

Playground  Supervision 280 .00  

7,655.70  7,655.70  2.30  7,658.00  775.00  6,883.00 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Memorial  Day— G.  A.  R 300.00  300.00  0.00  300.00  300.00 
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Cash  and  Securities 

hands  of  City  Treasurer $101,043.01  In  hands  of  City  Treasurer: 
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SCHEDULE  OF  CITY  DEBT 

Recorded  in  Auditing  Department 

Inside  Debt  Limit  (Authorized  by  General  Law) 

Surface  Drainage  Loans $ 3,000  00 

Bank  and  Vvater  St.  Bridge  Loans 6,000.00 

Hebronville  Schoolhouse  Bonds 104,000.00 

Macadam  Pavement  Bonds 16,000.00 

Street  Loan  Bonds 52,500.00  $181,500.00 


Outside  Debt  Limit  (Authorized  by  General  Law) 


Sewer  Loans $105,000 . 00 

Emergency  Loan  Acts  of  1933,  Chap.  307 128,000.00 

Lincoln  School  Building  Loan 94,000  00 

Subterranean  Water  Supply  Bonds 35,500.00 

Water  Serial  Loans  Prior  to  1912 38,000.00 

Water  Sinking  Fund  Loans 150,000.00 

N.  T.  A.  Street  Railway  Loans 5,000.00 

Additional  Vn  ater  Supply  Bonds 157,500.00 

Pumping  Station  and  Reservoir  Bonds 18,000.00 


731,000.00 

Less  Water  and  Sewer  Sinking  Funds 194,703.78  536,296.22 


Revenue  Loans 100,000.00 


817,796.22 

Eorrowing  Capacity  January  1,  1935 657,342.00 

Less  Borrowed  to  date 181,500.00 


Balance  within  borrowing  limit 


475,734.00 


SCHEDULE  OF  CITY  PROPERTY 
Recorded  in  Assessing  Department 

TAXABLE 


Real  Estate,  62  North  Main  St $ 12,250.00 

Real  Estate,  (Crandall  Property)  48  North  Main  St 12,155.00 

South  Main  Street  Schoolhouse 3,600.00 

North  Main  Street,  rear  of  west  side 3,300.00 

W est  Street 100.00 

Garage,  South  Main  Street 2,030.00 

Real  Estate,  12  Holman  Street 4,815.00 

Vacant  Lot,  Oakland  Avenue 200.00 


NON-TAXABLE 


Fire  Department: 

Union  Street  Hose  House 24,025 . 00 

Newport  Avenue  Station 19,000 . 00 

South  Main  Street  Hose  House 1,900.00 

South  Main  Street  Engine  House 56,565.00 

Peck  Street  Lot 650 . 00 
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Schools: 

Bank  Street  School 46,335 . 00 

Bliss  School 210,225.00 

Briggs  Corner  School 2 1 , 000 . 00 

Carpenter  Street  School 16,700 . 00 

Dodgeville  School 33,000 . 00 

Farmer’s  School 22,000 . 00 

Hebronville — Knight  Avenue 1,200 . 00 

Knight  Avenue 16,000.00  * 

Finberg  School 136,000.00 

High  School,  County  Street 389,000 . 00 

Lincoln  School 170,000.00 

Plat  School 9,500.00 

Pleasant  Street  School 18,000.00 

Prospect  Street  School 16,800 . 00 

Richardson  School 237, 160 . 00 

Sanford  Street  School 102,875 . 00 

South  Attleboro  School,  Newport  Avenue 21,200.00 

Tiffany  School 84,000.00 

Washington  Street  School 70,000 . 00 

Miscellaneous: 

Attleborough  Hospital  Co.  (Sturdy  Hospital) 493,600.00 

Attleboro  Public  Library 81,680.00 

Capron  Park 40,500 . 00 

Cummings  Park 1,000.00 

Finberg  PI  ayground 2 , 000 . 00 

Horton  Playground 9,270 . 00 

City  Athletic  Field  (Hayward  Field) 13,500.00 

Park  Street  (Common) 25,000.00 

Voting  Booth  (Union  Street) 13,015.00 

County  Street  Buildings  (Public  Works  Dept.) 11,100.00 

West  Street  (Pumping  Station  and  Dwelling) 30,000.00 

Thacher  Street  (W  ater  Tower) 45,800 . 00 

Forest  Street  (Lot  east  side) 7,500 . 00 

Forest  Street  (Lot  east  side) 5,500 . 00 

City  Infirmary 12,500 . 00 

Rifle  Range 4,250.00 

Sewer  Beds 46,000 . 00 

Real  Estate  west  side  South  Main  Street — Vacant  lot 100.00 

Real  Estate  west  side  Hodges  Street 2,100.00 

Real  Estate  south  side  Cliff  Street — Vacant  lot 3,000.00 

Real  Estate  west  side  North  Main  Street 7,130.00 

Real  Estate  south  side  West  Street  (Orr’s  Pond  area) 58,225.00 

Lot  69,  Devonshire  Park 50.00 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Public  Works  Department 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 
FOR  THE  YEAR 


19  3 4 
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Department  of  Public  Works 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council: 

Gentlemen: 

I respectfully  tender  herewith  the  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1934. 

Changes,  deep  and  vital,  in  operating  the  department,  due  to  the  essential 
necessity  of  co-ordinating  in  the  City’s  interest  to  protect  our  local  tax-payers 
to  the  maximum  on  Federal  aid  expenditures  within  departmental  jurisdiction, 
have  taken  place. 

Only  serious  and  thorough  study  of  all  of  the  component  factors  and  their 
co-ordinated  results  can  intelligently  enlighten  the  community  on  practical 
benefits  obtained.  The  adjustments  undertaken,  with  the  changes  in  program, 
also  affect  seriously  an  analysis  of  our  welfare  and  other  relief  problems  locally. 
From  a department  standpoint  we  must  thoughtfully  consider  the  additional 
wear  and  tear  all  of  our  equipment  has  been  subjected  to,  without  ample  provi- 
sion having  been  made  by  our  municipal  authorities  to  cover  the  service  period 
of  said  equipment  through  its  shortened  life,  due  to  the  extra  work. 

To  efficiently  continue  departmental  efforts  and  progress  our  problems  of 
personnel  and  equipment  have  got  to  be  fairly  met,  without  equivocation,  in  the 
very  direct  future.  Conversation,  political  or  otherwise,  can  be  no  substitute 
for  action  if  the  life  and  well-being  of  the  community  as  established  is  to  be 
maintained. 

Recent  improvements  at  the  sewer  filter  beds,  while  of  sizeable  importance, 
still  leave  the  problem  of  the  system  extension  and  a thorough  cleaning  of  that 
already  existing,  to  be  taken  care  of. 

A successful  solution  of  the  grave  water  problem  outlined  in  several  reports 
is  actively  needed  and  no  time  should  be  lost  in  working  out  its  solution.  Action 
is  not  only  demanded  on  this  question  but  the  standpipe  improvement  so  essential 
and  long  since  recommended  should  have  your  prompt  attention. 

On  our  highways  there  has  been  a serious  tendency  to  cramp  the  provision 
of  funds  locally  which  would  at  least  allow  us  to  hold  our  own  during  the  current 
depression,  having  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  concerning  traffic  conditions  to 
which  these  highways,  with  their  bridges  and  culverts,  are  subjected.  These 
conditions  are  becoming  annually  increasingly  difficult  to  meet  as  the  motor 
vehicle  units  have  continued  to  grow  in  size,  number  and  speed,  creating  a real 
highway  problem  locally.  Sensible  examinations  would  call  to  your  attention 
the  growth  in  truck-load  limits  with  trailors  allowed  and  the  fact  that  busses  on 
our  highways  have  replaced  street  cars,  while  the  designed  safe  speed  with  motor 
brake  equipment,  not  only  of  these  vehicles  mentioned,  but  of  other  lighter  cars, 
has  rapidly  advanced  within  the  last  year  or  two. 

Some  compensation  to  protect  our  highway  problems  has  been  obtained  with 
Federal  aid  projects  locally,  it  is  true.  Yet,  because  of  inconsistencies  in  the 
set-up  of  these  projects  and  of  control  of  essential  factors  making  for  efficient 
design  and  workmanship,  based  on  previous  unit  knowledge  thereof,  we  must 
look  further  than  the  gross  Federal  contribution,  a great  part  of  the  benefit 
from  which  moves  away  from  the  work  and  into  our  relief  classifications  of  the 
city  government.  Because  of  the  human  element  and  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  the  entire  set-up  as  a huge  experiment  is  bound  to  have  flaws,  our  depart- 
mental problem  of  checking  or  offsetting  said  flaws,  over  most  of  which  we  had  no 
positive  control,  is  a serious  one.  This  was  developed  successfully  only  because 
of  the  attention  given  it  with  all  of  the  energy,  training,  practical  experience  and 
applied  skill  which  we  in  the  department  had  to  work  with  in  addition  to  carrying 
out  our  regular  duties. 
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The  rank  and  file  of  people  in  thinking  of  public  affairs  can  appreciate  ac- 
complishment when  it  comes  to  watching  actual  labor  performed  with  either  men 
or  machines.  The  same  rank  and  file,  meaning  the  people  who  really  pay  the 
bills,  are  so  busy  earning  their  own  living  that  by  and  large  they  find  it  difficult 
to  understand  the  serious,  silent  work  of  planning  and  co-ordinating  the  detailed 
problems  thrust  upon  this  department  locally  by  the  superior  forces  of  the  national 
government.  The  writer  can  also  understand  how  difficult  it  is  for  these  people 
not  in  immediate  touch  with  the  mental  part  of  these  problems  to  see  and  ap- 
preciate the  intricacies  involved  in  carrying  out  our  primary  duty  as  a municipal 
department  in  protecting  in  a multitude  of  phases  work  problems  which  confront 
this  community  and  the  tax-payers  who  support  and  maintain  it. 

You  can  readily  understand  it  is  doubly  difficult  for  “Mr.  Average  Citizen’ 
to  have  the  problem  brought  home  to  him  with  the  proper  force  of  his  viewpoints 
locally  and  nationally,  because  of  the  fact  that  during  the  year  1934  the  national 
burden  to  be  carried  in  taxes  was  postponed  through  borrowing  while  the  local 
burden  was  immediate  and  pressing.  As  an  integral  part  of  the  municipal 
life  of  the  community  with  its  established  credit,  which  has  reflected  a considerable 
glory  on  all  our  department  efforts,  I am  pleased  to  inform  you  the  entire  personnel 
is  proud  of  our  record  of  accomplishment,  in  spite  of  unusual  burdens  to  be 
expected  during  these  times.  We  have  been  much  too  busy  giving  service  for 
the  best  interests  of  this  community,  in  excess  of  that  usually  required  from 
municipal  employees,  to  complain.  We  solicit  your  full  knowledge  and  fair 
consideration,  comparatively  or  otherwise,  on  our  results  as  produced  with  funds 
as  provided.  We  further  solicit  your  earnest  attention  to  the  problem  present 
of  maintaining  our  own  unit  costs,  with  the  shortened  unsymmetrical  production 
results  which  surround  us  as  a very  positive  outcome  of  our  national  alphabetical 
experimentation.  The  actual  immediate  benefit  you  have  knowledge  of.  The 
unhealthy  surchai-ge  you  cannot  overlook  as  it  is  facing  every  citizen  in  this 
industrial  section  of  the  country  and  will  have  to  be  reckoned  with. 

I am  most  respectfully  reporting  that  at  no  time  either  in  making  up  the 
contract,  carrying  out  its  obligations,  or  any  other  phase  of  its  execution,  has  the 
writer  of  this  department  participated  in  the  Layne-Bowler  well  work,  between 
the  City  and  the  Bowler  well  people,  so  called.  The  city  government  and  the 
Mayor  made  the  decisions  and  carried  them  out  insofar  as  this  department  has 
any  knowledge  thereof. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 

Constantly  and  in  excess  of  regular  hours  our  administrative  personnel,  as 
represented  by  our  office  force,  has  with  a spirit  unparalleled  and  unequalled 
in  public  service  locally,  given  freely  of  their  time  and  energy,  far  in  excess  of 
what  could  be  normally  reasonably  expected. 

Our  people  should  realize  and  appreciate  the  fact  that  when  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  of  Federal  money  are  being  expended  under  the  super- 
vision of  this  department,  of  necessity  this  department  must  care  for  the  details 
which  go  with  this  work.  Of  course,  everyone  realizes  that  while  this  special 
Federal  program  has  the  front  page  our  usual  duties  in  our  street,  water  and 
sewer  departments,  have  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  office  as  well  as  in  the  field. 

Whether  or  not  the  office  force  has  done  its  part  can  be  registered  fairly 
and  positively  in  the  affirmative  by  the  absence  of  routine  or  unusual  complaints 
concerning  the  service  given  our  public  therefrom. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  by  and  large  in  praise  of  the  very  splendid  co- 
operative spirit  extended  to  our  office  force  by  most  of  the  people  dealing  with 
them.  Human  nature  being  what  it  is  and  the  need  for  our  service  being  set  at 
the  high  standard  that  it  is,  with  the  necessity  of  taking  our  people  daily  into 
consideration  would  seem  in  its  successful  results  to  be  highly  complimentary 
to  the  persons  directly  concerned. 
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It  is  only  fair  to  state  that  for  the  extra  work  added  to  this  department, 
over  which  we  have  no  control,  we  have  been  undermanned.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  sense  of  proportion  on  our  office  work  will  be  restored  by  definite 
decisions  from  those  having  control  of  the  factors,  federal  or  otherwise,  which 
affect  our  tasks. 


ENGINEERING  DIVISION 

Continually  throughout  the  year  our  engineering  force,  consisting  of  an 
engineer  and  an  assistant,  a draughtsman,  and  for  a very  short  period  of  time  a 
rodman,  with  such  labor  as  it  was  possible  to  absorb  with  payroll  allowance, 
was  kept  continuously  busy. 

Continued  sacrifice  of  legal  time  off  was  given  by  this  personnel  toward 
maintaining  progress  of  our  constantly  increasing  work.  Few  people,  without 
essential  training,  can  realize  the  importance  of  an  engineering  force,  particularly 
in  an  expanded  program  such  as  we  have  been  coping  with. 

Upon  several  occasions  effort  was  made  by  the  writer,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Mayor’s  office  and  the  E.  R.  A.  authorities,  to  enlarge  our  available  engineer- 
ing facilities,  through  a Federal  project.  Consistently,  those  higher  up  at  Boston 
in  charge  of  the  E.  R.  A.  overruled  us  with  limitations  already  set  under  established 
regulations  for  the  state.  In  spite  of  this  fact  we  continued  to  try  to  obtain  this 
extra  help,  going  to  considerable  time,  detail  and  study  to  show  that  circumstances 
local  to  Attleboro,  particularly  with  regards  to  trained  engineers,  were  not  com- 
parable to  those  cummunities  which  were  used  as  a basis  in  setting  up  E.  R.  A. 
engineering  regulations. 

While  not  denying  the  basis  of  our  argument  the  Federal  authorities  refused 
to  change  the  rules  which  would  permit  us  the  expansion  we  were  seeking. 

These  same  restrictions  hampered  us  in  expanding  our  City  Survey  program. 
The  common  sense  of  the  proposition  was  with  us  but  the  established  regulations 
were  against  us.  The  net  result  was  the  ruling  out  of  the  engineering  projects 
we  so  greatly  needed. 

Line  and  grade  on  our  great  number  of  projects  was  taken  care  of.  Such 
survey  work  as  was  possible,  coupled  with  practical  design,  also  took  up  con- 
siderable time  of  the  force  at  hand.  The  carrying  out  of  the  government  desires, 
city,  state  and  federal,  was  organized  so  that  even  though  extra  time  was  needed 
weekly  from  all  of  us,  the  work  was  kept  moving. 

The  very  fact  that  expansion  commensurate  with  the  increase  in  work 
usually  required  from  the  engineering  side  of  the  projects  had  to  be  sacrificed 
is  sufficient  proof  that  in  the  years  to  come  our  records  and  planning,  to  be  as 
efficient  as  we  would  like  them,  must  be  worked  at  unceasingly  to  catch  up  with 
present  accomplishment  and  projects  for  the  future. 

The  multitude  of  detail,  different  work  and  its  type,  kind  and  location, 
passing  through  the  engineering  office  cannot  be  enumerated  here  as  it  becomes 
highly  statistical  upon  delving  into  it.  The  record  is  plain  from  our  engineering 
standpoint  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  this  part  of  the  Federal  set-up  which  has  been 
responsible  for  our  local  work  policies. 

RESURFACING 

This  sub-division  of  maintenance  and  operation  under  the  highway  account 
was  originally  projected  as  $8,000.00. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  work  of  the  most  practical  and  essential 
character,  a great  deal  of  which  could  be  handled  with  this  account,  was  obtained 
from  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  Necessarily,  when  the  Federal  government  aban- 
doned making  provision  for  materials  on  aid  projects,  they  insisted  this  burden 
be  carried  by  the  City,  in  order  that  projects  could  be  obtained.  With  circum- 
stances of  this  kind  and  an  unknown  and  unbalanced  welfare  labor  account  to 
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co-ordinate  and  with  the  necessity  of  not  only  providing  materials  but  equipment 
and  transportation  for  work,  the  intricacies  of  protecting  the  City’s  interests, 
particularly  under  this  sub-division,  were  many  and  called  for  deep  study  and 
capable  experience  to  incorporate  first,  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  secondly 
for  the  accounting  of  Federal  funds  and  thirdly,  for  the  protection  against  waste 
of  anything  that  had  been  contributed  by  the  City,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that 
the  contribution  was  kept  at  the  lowest  economical  minimum  which  would  permit 
work  accomplishment  to  become  a fact. 

Thus  it  may  be  understood  that  the  general  account  of  this  sub-division, 
amounting  to  SI,  129. 78  was  made  up  very  largely  of  material  and  included  a 
labor  item  of  only  about  5%.  This  last  mentioned  item  included  labor  engaged 
in  taking  up  truck  charges,  barn  charges,  emergency  frost-heaves,  removing 
a tree  blown  down  across  the  highway  on  Peck  Street,  repairing  the  compressor, 
which  had  been  used  on  resurfacing  jobs,  handling  some  roller  steel  and  special 
iron  work,  unloading  roller  coal,  making  the  gravel  banks  safe,  etc. 

Material,  on  the  other  hand,  remained  high  and  was  utilized  for  the  most  part 
as  a contribution,  direct  or  indirect,  for  which  the  City  could  obtain  credit  on 
Federal  projects.  The  items  paid  for  under  this  heading  included  motor  oil, 
grease,  alcohol,  a portion  of  tractor  replacement,  charges  on  trucks,  air  hose, 
roller  coal,  a portion  of  garage  coal,  distributed  tire  charges,  one  hundred  dollars 
as  directed  by  the  ordinances  paid  to  the  Water  Department  for  a sprinkling 
charge,  distributed  tractor  and  truck  repairs,  a heavy  roller  weld,  work  on  large 
trucks,  legal  warning  notices  for  posted  roads,  shoeing  for  horses,  kerosene,  a 
small  amount  of  gasoline  used  under  this  account,  also  some  telephone  bills. 
The  return  on  this  expenditure,  when  analyzed  equitably,  is  one  so  favorable 
to  this  city  that  I challenge,  without  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  any  com- 
parable record  of  accomplishment  or  its  likelihood  of  repetition. 

The  sum  of  $439.10  was  expended  in  work  done  on  the  second  group  of 
streets  listed  under  the  resurfacing  heading.  These  streets  numbered  twenty- 
three  and  were  located  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  The  work  done  on  these  streets 
covered  mostly  small  rush  jobs,  frost-heaves,  washouts,  etc.,  these  being  usual 
occurrences  which  the  maintenance  of  a highway  system  such  as  ours  constantly 
imposes  on  the  forces  at  our  command. 

The  largest  item  listed  in  this  group  is  for  Thacher  Street  in  the  extent  of 
$135.55,  $119.01  of  which  was  for  labor  and  $16.54  of  which  was  expended  for 
tar  cover  where  the  surface  had  been  excavated  and  gravel  filled  below  the 
Tiffany  School  in  March. 

Similar  conditions  and  road  foundation  made  necessary  an  expenditure  of 
$81.09  on  Brown  Street  westerly  from  Robinson  Avenue,  also  $59.51  on  County 
Street  and  $50.78  on  Clifton  Street.  Considerably  more  expensive  tasks  were 
accomplished,  particularly  on  these  streets,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary 
to  maintain  them  for  heavy  loads  even  during  the  spring  thaw,  in  order  to  carry 
out  other  operations  essential  to  maintaining  the  Federal  aid  payroll  during  a 
difficult  period  for  the  kind  of  work  in  hand. 

The  record  indicates  that  on  the  nineteen  remaining  streets  listed  in  this 
group  skillful  co-ordination  materially  reduced  the  City’s  expense  to  a very  low 
unit  plane,  bearing  in  mind  the  quantity  of  work  obtained. 

Before  outlining  work  on  the  top  group  of  streets  listed  herein  under  the 
sub-division  of  resurfacing,  I deem  it  important  to  take  up  the  figures  making 
up  the  account. 

The  1934  budget  was  approved  on  April  17th,  after  work  had  been  going 
on  in  a sizeable  quantity,  not  only  for  emergency  purposes  but  on  Federal  aid 
projects,  a considerable  part  of  the  City’s  contribution  for  which  this  sub-division 
supplied. 

On  July  17th  the  Municipal  Council  voted  $3,016.00  additional  on  a recom- 
mendation from  this  department,  to  and  through  the  Mayor,  for  the  resurfacing 
sub-division  and  $800.00  additional  for  drains  maintenance,  said  communication 
outlining  in  detail  the  expenditures  on  South  Main  Street,  between  Lamb  Street 
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and  Thacher  Brook,  Peck  Street  and  Oak  Hill  Avenue,  which  these  funds  were  to 
replace.  On  August  13th  the  Municipal  Council  voted  a transfer  of  $2,232.34 
from  special  accounts  to  the  highway  maintenance  and  operation  account,  after 
detailed  explanation  to  and  through  the  Mayor  to  provide  replacement  for  funds 
expended  on  lower  South  Main  Street  and  to  permit  work  expansion  on  this 
highway. 

On  July  3rd  a refund  of  $1.00  was  received  from  J.  S.  Holden  covering  the 
cost  of  damage  to  a lantern.  On  July  18th  a refund  of  $7.46  to  this  account  was 
made  by  the  Farm  Service  Stores,  Inc.,  to  cover  returned  supplies  for  horse  feed. 
In  addition  we  had  a total  of  $44.11  refunded  to  this  account  as  its  proportion 
from  the  State  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation.  Thus  the  total 
allocated  was  $13,300.91.  The  advantages  obtained  for  the  City’s  expenditures 
contributed  herefrom  were  extensive  and  were  understood  by  the  city  government. 

As  the  year  lengthened  projects  supervised  by  the  department  continued  and 
expanded  under  this  account,  without  overdrafting  our  highway  maintenance 
and  operation  funds.  The  expenditures  necessary  to  carry  out  our  own  work 
and  that  assigned  on  approved  Federal  projects  under  this  sub-division,  however, 
went  to  $15,832.75.  It  is  readily  noted  that  we  have  already  accounted  herein 
for  the  expenditure  of  $1,129.78,  under  the  general  account,  and  that  of  $439.10 
covering  streets  where  emergency  washouts,  frost-heaves,  etc.,  were  taken  care 
of,  making  a total  of  $1,568.88. 

Detailed  record  will  be  appreciated  covering  the  expenditure  of  $14,263.87 
on  our  larger  jobs  of  resurfacing.  A small  item  of  $37.28  allowed  the  smoothing- 
off  of  an  E.  R.  A.  widening  project  on  Clifton  Street,  consisting  of  $27.23  for  labor 
and  the  balance  in  the  amount  of  $10.05  chargeable  for  transportation  material. 
These  charges  accrued  in  June,  tapering  off  a widening  project.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
these  widenings  may  be  carried  further  and  expanded  to  the  extent  of  permitting 
the  construction  of  a proper  foundation  for  Clifton  Street.  It  will  take  more 
funds  than  this  department  has  had  available. 

On  Brown  Street,  between  Robinson  Avenue  and  Edge  wood  Avenue,  we 
have  had  on  the  hill  a deep,  very  narrow  cut,  which  filled  easily  with  snow  and 
would  not  permit  plowing  as  there  was  no  chance  to  push  it.  This  cut  was 
widened  on  both  sides.  We  had  hoped  to  get  it  back  to  the  line  as  projected 
as  the  desirable  one  for  Brown  Street  but  we  were  unable  to  obtain  the  agreements 
duly  required.  Thus  all  of  the  task  we  would  like  to  have  done  was  not  per- 
missible. The  excavation  was  hard-pan  and  rock.  This  improvement  is  definite- 
ly a boon  to  traffic  and  is  the  beginning  of  a project  which  should  be  obtained 
without  delay.  Easterly  from  the  cut,  toward  Fdgewood  Avenue,  other  widening 
such  as  was  possible  and  could  be  fairly  included  in  the  project,  was  taken  care  oL 
Of  the  $228.31  expended,  the  labor  charge  amounted  to  $160.13,  practically  all 
of  which  went  toward  the  drilling  and  supervision,  while  the  balance  o(  $68.18 
went  toward  the  cost  of  materials,  transportation  and  equipment.  This  work  was 
carried  on  as  part  of  an  E.  R.  A.  project,  the  Federal  government  carrying  the 
bulk  of  the  labor  payroll. 

The  County  and  Tiffany  Street  C.W.A.  project  carried  over  from  last  year  into 
the  fore  part  of  this  year,  worked  out  with  excellent  results.  The  task  when  com- 
pleted showed  a proper  intersection  built  on  the  lines  developed  by  the  relocation 
adopted  by  the  city  government,  with  a foundation  excavated  properly  to  take 
care  of  the  necessary  gravel  refill  worked  to  line  and  grade  and  surfaced  ade- 
quately with  tar.  This  project  opened  up  the  view  at  this  location  and  removed 
a vicious  hazard  for  motorists,  particularly  truck-drivers. 

The  work  included  a stream  change  and  control  with  the  catch  basins  and 
drainage  required  to  complete  a first-class  job,  also  with  circle  curb  as  a wheel 
guard  to  control  turning  traffic  at  the  intersection.  Stumps  were  removed  where 
required  to  properly  finish  the  work.  The  task  was  completed  practically  as 
outlined  in  the  project  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  budget  and  along  lines  where 
this  account  absorbed  considerable  of  the  City’s  contribution  as  authorized  by 
the  Mayor.  The  job  as  a whole  was  quite  invloved  in  that  many  different  kinds 
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o(  operations  in  the  public  work  were  required,  although  none  of  them  could  be 
considered  large.  The  City  supplied  the  supervision  of  necessity  in  organizing 
and  handling  the  green  help.  Also,  o(  course,  the  City  supplied  truck-drivers, 
steam-roller  men,  skilled  compressor  help,  transportation  and  the  material 
necessary  to  complete  the  work. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  work  will  be  permitted  both  on  County  and  Tiffany 
Streets  to  obtain  continuous  and  progressive  improvement  which  will  allow  these 
streets  to  be  utilized  for  a definitely  growing  public  convenience. 

East  Street  work,  also  a C.  W.  A.  project  carried  over  from  last  year,  was  in 
process  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  project  included  essential  drainage 
which  was  well  completed,  with  a substantial  foundation  properly  graded  with 
adequate  and  ample  gravel  refill,  rolled  and  tar-treated,  all  of  which,  with  the 
water  pipe  improvements  made  necessary  at  James  Street  and  East  Street  by 
this  work,  contributed  substantially  to  our  record  of  accomplishments  o(n  the 
East  Street  work.  The  City  supplied  the  supervision,  transportation  and  some 
materials  essential  toward  the  completion  of  the  work  not  listed  as  being  supplied 
by  the  Federal  government  on  this,  one  of  the  first  C.  W.  A.  projects  we  were 
able  to  have  passed  late  in  1933.  All  of  the  work  was  done  as  skilfully  as  was 
possible,  in  a very  hard  winter.  Tar  treatments  had  to  wait  until  spring.  We 
sincerely  hope  that  a low  retaining  wall  can  be  constructed  on  the  northerly  side 
of  this  improved  part  of  East  Street  and  final  disposition  made  of  the  land  ad- 
jacent thereto,  the  title  for  which  is  still  in  doubt. 

There  was  obtained  on  this  East  Street  work  at  a remarkably  low  cost  to 
the  City  a highly  desirable  improvement  long  craved  by  the  many  people  in  this 
thickly  settled  locality.  It  is  a real  value  for  the  public  convenience  and  judging 
from  comment  is  appreciated  greatly. 

On  Lindsey  Street,  which  was  included  as  part  of  a widening  project,  a 
great  deal  was  accomplished  to  improve  a busy,  narrow  lane  at  small  cost  to  the 
City,  which  was  absorbed  by  this  account.  Substantially,  work  of  this  kind 
on  this  street  should  be  continued  and  in  some  places  expanded  to  include  a 
sensible  road  foundation  which  would  support  the  twelve-month  traffic  this  high- 
way now  has  to  sustain. 

On  North  Avenue  and  West  Street,  after  the  Mayor  consulted  a Council 
committee  and  had  made  an  agreement  with  the  Interstate  Transit  Corporation, 
an  E.  R.  A.  project  was  handled,  which,  after  eliminating  the  rail  structure, 
allowed  excavation  of  the  very  poor  foundation  thereunder  and  refill  with  road 
gravel  brought  to  line  and  grade,  shaped  and  rolled,  after  which  a surface  treat- 
ment with  tar  was  provided  for.  Rail  removal  on  North  Avenue  had  been 
started  on  the  side  track  some  years  since.  This  railroad  work  was  unsatis- 
factory, insofar  as  the  ties  were  not  removed  except  in  a very  few  cases,  being 
left  in  some  places  with  spikes  protruding  by  the  railway  company. 

Work  on  this  project  on  West  Street  at  North  Avenue  as  agreed  upon  by  the 
Interstate  Transit  Corporation  people  did  have  these  people  remove  rails  but  in 
spite  of  objection  by  the  Superintendent  most  of  the  ties  were  not  touched. 
As  a net  result,  when  our  men  came  along,  the  burden  of  tie  removal  and  disposi- 
tion was  taken  care  of  by  them  in  the  public  interest.  Abutting  property  owners 
along  the  work  were  given  first  chance  at  obtaining  ties  from  the  locality  close 
to  their  property,  insofar  as  it  would  have  been  more  expensive  than  the  wood 
was  worth  to  have  done  otherwise,  unless  it  were  absolutely  required.  From 
the  balance  left  over  ties  were  sent  to  the  City  Farm,  some  of  the  soundest  to  our 
yards,  either  for  the  purpose  of  blocking,  kettle  or  drying  wood,  saving  the 
department  some  money. 

The  Interstate  Transit  Corporation  people  had  started  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  in  accordance  with  their  agreement  as  stated  above,  to  make  payments  as 
agreed  upon.  Insofar  as  North  Avenue  is  about  5,150  feet  long  and  the  rails 
were  on  West  Street  for  about  1,770  feet,  the  size  of  the  task  handled  by  hand 
can  be  appreciated. 
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Bearing  in  mind  the  type  and  kind  of  project  and  considering  all  of  its 
amplifications,  I am  sure  sensible  people  will  appreciate  the  fact  that  a positive 
benefit  was  obtained  by  the  City. 

The  recorded  cost  to  this  department  on  this  project  of  $932.80  for  this 
year  records  a real  investment  of  unadulterated  permanency.  As  the  cold 
weather  came  upon  us  arrangements  were  made,  on  the  recommendation  of  this 
department,  to  and  through  the  Mayor,  from  funds  available  within  the  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1934,  to  create  a special  fund  which  was  set  aside  to  permit 
the  surface  treatment  needed  to  be  carried  out  on  the  work  as  soon  as  the  weather 
permitted  in  1935.  Of  the  $296.53  recorded  for  materials,  $64.20  of  this  is  a 
gravel  charge  at  10c  per  yard  paid  to  the  New  England  Deaconess  Association. 
All  of  this  amount  was  utilized  by  them  toward  paying  water  charges  owed  to  the 
City.  Additional  gravel  as  needed  for  the  upper  end  of  the  work  on  North 
Avenue  was  purchased  from  Henry  Richardson  and  was  paid  for  from  a special 
account  not  included  under  this  heading  called  “North  Avenue  Gravel,”  in  the 
amount  of  $93.70.  It  will  be  necessary  to  make  provision  for  further  payments 
to  take  care  of  Mr.  Richardson’s  final  gravel  bill  as  measured  and  checked  by 
our  engineers. 

The  truck-drivers,  expert  supervision  and  labor,  of  necessity  supplied  by 
this  department,  totaled  an  expenditure  of  $636.27,  so  that  this  account  contributed 
the  sum  of  $932.80  to  the  project  as  outlined. 

There  was  difficulty  and  delay  in  co-ordinating  to  plan  final  disposition 
of  this  work,  insofar  as  it  applied  to  West  Street,  definite  recommendations  for 
which  had  been  made  on  August  6,  1934.  The  final  vote  providing  funds  and 
ordering  work  for  the  complete  West  Street  job  was  not  passed  until  the  meeting 
of  the  Municipal  Council  on  November  15,  1934,  the  Mayor  approving  same  on 
November  24,  1934.  It  can  be  readily  understood  therefore  how  the  winter 
season  interrupted  the  completion  of  this  work,  although  it  was  left  in  such  shape 
that  no  substantial  hardship  was  imposed  upon  the  public.  To  do  a first-class 
construction  job  on  North  Avenue,  with  its  length  and  width  and  very  poor 
foundation,  will  run  into  considerably  more  money  than  the  city  government 
has  authorized  up  to  the  present  time.  Record  rail  removal  from  the  North 
Attleboro  line  down  North  Avenue,  West  Street  and  North  Main  Street  as  far 
as  Simmons’  Crossing,  a total  distance  of  approximately  7,880  feet  as  an  ac- 
complished fact. 

On  Oak  Hill  Avenue,  between  Reynolds  Avenue  and  Park  Street,  a C.  W.  A. 
project  obtained  late  in  1933  and  outlining  A.  B.  C.  rail  removal,  made  necessary 
a surface  improvement.  The  need  cannot  be  underestimated  when  it  is  borne  in 
mind  that  for  practically  all  of  this  distance  the  street  car  line  was  double  track 
and  that  the  used  vehicular  part  of  the  highway  ran  over  one  of  these  tracks 
for  a large  part  of  this  distance.  Promptly  in  the  spring  of  the  year  and  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  need  for  economy  the  road  work  followed  the  rail  removal 
and  gravel  refill  in  a manner  so  well  taken  care  of  and  carefully  planned  that  it 
not  only  met  the  approbation  of  the  residents  of  the  locality  but  the  Hospital 
authorities  as  well.  Many  people  went  out  of  their  wTay  to  compliment  the 
department  on  the  improvement  and  on  their  consideration  in  taking  care  of  all 
of  the  features  which  entered  into  the  work  from  the  standpoint  of  the  public. 
This  sub-division  carried  as  the  City’s  contribution  material  charges  amounting 
to  $678.68  and  a labor  charge  for  supervision  and  expert  help  as  required  in  the 
amount  of  $362.27  to  make  up  a total  of  $1,040.95.  Of  the  materials  charges, 
$444.52  was  utilized  to  pay  for  Tarvia,  while  the  balance  was  for  cement, 
stone,  gasoline  and  other  small  transportation  charges. 

At  Park  Street  an  intersection  job  was  worked  out  which  has  given  definite 
satisfaction  for  an  extremely  low  expenditure.  While  this  whole  improvement 
has  served  its  purpose  and  has  been  a high-grade  investment  for  the  City  it  is  of 
necessity  essential  that  it  be  taken  care  of  and  the  treatments  required  be  given 
as  needed  in  order  that  the  maximum  benefit  from  the  work  already  done  can  be 
obtained  for  the  City. 
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While  Oak  Hill  Avenue  is  segregated  in  this  report  from  Park  Street  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  Federal  contributions  included  it  under  the  original  ap- 
proval as  outlined  in  the  project  submitted  for  rail  removal  and  gravel  refill, 
which  forced  this  highway  surfacing  work  within  the  limits  outlined  and  gravel 
refill  from  the  Park  Street  bank  which  was  included  in  the  project.  It  was 
necessary  during  the  course  of  the  work  to  remove  some  trees  in  obtaining  the 
street  section.  In  other  places  the  sidewalk  outline  was  grubbed  and  excavated 
in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  surface  water  from  interfering  with  the  progress  of 
the  work.  A great  deal  of  benefit  was  obtained  with  no  expenditure  in  excess  of 
that  required  to  maintain  the  project  for  the  City.  It  should  be  still  further 
noted  that  immediately  the  work  was  done  a practical  continuation  of  the  project 
was  sought  which  would  expand  and  capitalize  all  work  already  performed  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  safety  and  convenience  under  the  rail  removal  project. 

For  years  after  the  street  railway  line  had  closed  down  people  in  the  Briggs 
Corner  and  Park  Street  section  maintained  they  would  be  satisfied  if  only  the 
City  would  have  the  rails  removed  and  the  section  refilled  with  gravel.  Re- 
peatedly this  department  informed  the  city  government  that  such  a temporary 
expedient  would  not,  on  its  very  face,  give  satisfaction  of  the  proper  sort  to 
anybody,  for  several  sound  reasons.  The  department’s  prognostication  once  more 
proved  to  be  the  correct  one.  The  sound  fact  that  the  horribly  distorted  road 
section  on  lower  Park  Street,  became  more  noticeable  after  the  rail  removal, 
enhanced  the  clamor  of  our  best  citizens  for  definite  improvement.  A depres- 
sion budget  cramped  the  plans  which  would  permit  the  department’s  recom- 
mendation for  an  improved  highway  of  stone  quality  to  the  extent  that  even  with 
Federal  aid  the  administration  would  be  unable  to  supply  funds  for  the  material 
required.  Tenaciously  and  persistently  this  department  and  the  local  E.  R.  A. 
officials  sought  a workable  solution  for  the  relief  of  the  conditions  complained  of 
which  would  be  within  the  purse  limits  of  the  City.  Finally  some  classification 
obstacles  which  were  barring  road  projects  were  hurdled  because  of  the  Federal 
recognition  of  the  extraordinary  circumstances  which  contributed  toward  present 
conditions  and  a project  was  approved  by  the  E.  R.  A.  officials  on  September  5. 
1934,  accompanied  later  by  a special  appropriation  for  materials  by  the  City 
which  would  allow  improvement  on  Park  Street  between  Oak  Hill  Avenue  and  thie 
Sanitarium.  Prior  to  this  and  to  show  the  good  faith  of  the  City  this  department 
in  the  month  of  June  cleaned  up  an  objectionable  stump  and  in  September, 
before  any  special  funds  were  available,  they  not  only  started  correcting  the 
drainage  within  these  limits  of  Park  Street  as  described  herein,  but  actually 
started  work  scarifiying  between  Wilmarth  Street  and  Briggs  Corner,  expending 
the  sum  of  $164.22,  $88.81  of  which  was  for  labor  and  $75.41  of  which  was  for 
materials.  The  bulk  of  the  materials  covered  a gravel  payment  not  provided  for 
in  the  special  account.  The  improved  Federal  aid  project  coming  through  at 
this  time  supplied  the  necessary  punch  to  bring  out  and  have  voted  a special 
appropriation  of  $4,000.00  as  the  City’s  contribution  for  the  special  account 
being  described  in  another  section  of  this  report,  providing  funds  for  the  carrying 
out  of  this  improvement  which  our  maintenance  account  initiated. 

With  the  cost  of  the  City’s  contribution  on  lower  Park  Street  transferred 
to  a special  account  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  between  Brook  and 
Sturdy  Streets  on  Park  Street,  on  a hard-pan  hill,  a project  was  obtained  to  cover 
1,280  square  yards  (approximate)  of  improved  standard  7”  penetration  road, 
replacing  a macadam-blanketed  section  which  was  in  unsatisfactory  condition 
and  allowing  proper  improvement  to  the  Sturdy  Hospital  driveway,  including 
proper  drainage.  The  materials  which  the  City  contributed  under  this  account 
in  the  amount  of  $695.98  consisted  of  top  stone  amounting  to  $286.40  and  penetra- 
tion and  seal  binder  in  the  amount  of  $360.59.  Gravel,  transportation  and  gaso- 
line charges  absorbed  the  balance  under  this  materials  expenditure  heading, 
whereas  the  labor  item  of  $203.97  was  for  experienced  help  and  supervision  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  the  work  in  accordance  with  the  project  as  submitted  to  the 
Federal  government.  On  the  scarifying  and  excavation  no  material  was  wasted 
by  the  department.  The  foundation  of  course  was  treated  to  prevent  weakness 
during  the  frost-heave  period.  A stone  base  and  top,  in  accordance  with  Massa- 
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chusetts  specifications,  completed  the  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Federal 
inspectors  and  the  city  officials.  A total  of  196  Tons  of  No.  1 Stone,  40  2-3  Tons 
of  dust  and  2 2-3  Tons  of  peastone  are  included  in  this  E.  R.  A.  project  as  part 
of  the  City’s  contribution  for  the  base  course.  This  stone  is  not  charged  off  under 
this  account  and  can  be  classified  as  part  of  the  profit  of  our  crusher  plants.  The 
market  value,  figured  at  less  than  code  prices,  would  be  approximately  $212.26. 
This  project  necessitated  also  the  repaving  of  gutters  and  in  its  entirety  provided 
another  definite  Federal  aid  improvement. 

Allow  me  to  call  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  in  the  special  account  for 
drainage  improvement  along  County  Street  in  the  locality  of  First  and  Second 
Streets,  while  the  pipe-lines  were  taken  care  of,  the  surfacing  included  was  worked 
out  by  the  department  by  combinations  of  circumstances  of  which  this  depart- 
ment for  the  City  took  the  fullest  advantage,  necessitating  under  this  account 
the  expenditure  of  $333.25  for  materials  to  close  out  the  work.  The  marvelous 
advantages  returned  to  the  City  for  the  expenditure  cannot  be  lightly  measured. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  on  South  Main  Street  our  consistent  efforts  to  obtain  the 
improvement  of  all  of  County  Street  will  be  crowned  by  success. 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  been  unable  to  obtain  for  one  of  our  main 
arteries,  South  Main  Street  between  the  center  and  the  Seekonk  line,  such  special 
appropriations  over  the  last  few  years  as  were  needed  to  properly  improve  such  an 
important  highway,  considerable  advancement  was  made  during  the  year  on 
improving  the  route  by  co-ordinating  for  different  Federal  aid  jobs. 

As  the  year  began  work  was  in  progress  to  eliminate  a bad  drainage  and 
surface  condition  which  existed  between  Atwell’s  and  Smith’s.  This  C.  W.  A. 
project  extending  for  about  1,080  linear  feet,  as  soon  as  the  rail  removal  was 
completed  and  the  drainage  was  taken  care  of,  called  for  excavating  within  the 
curb  line  and  rail  elimination  limits  and  refilling  with  gravel.  This  excavation, 
grading  and  gravel  refill  was  taken  care  of  and  a light  mixed  No.  2 top  worked  into 
the  section  to  fit  the  existing  stone  penetration  surface,  so  that  upon  its  completion 
there  were  added  to  the  highway  between  Smith’s  ice-house  driveway  and  At- 
well’s Curve  a total  of  approximately  1,320  square  yards  of  a cheap  but  excellent 
surface  which  was  treated  later  in  the  year  with  a cut-back  asphalt  binder  and 
peastone.  This  protected  and  extended  the  life  of  the  investment  already  made 
on  this  stretch  of  road  whose  average  width  was  eleven  feet.  The  Federal  aid 
on  the  work  of  course  started  as  C.  W.  A.  and  went  into  E.  R.  A. 

In  the  locality  of  Chester  Street  and  South  Main  Street  we  had  a C.  W.  A. 
rail  removal  and  drainage  project  which  upon  its  completion  indicated  the  need 
for  surfacing.  The  Federal  regulations  in  force  at  the  time  would  not  allow  this 
improvement,  so  the  writer  had  to  develop,  after  repeated  attempts,  in  a manner 
satisfactory  to  the  Federal  authorities,  special  aid  for  the  work,  due  to  the  effects 
left  by  a previous  Federal  aid  project.  Success  finally  crowned  the  repeated 
efforts  made  and  an  E.  R.  A.  project  for  surfacing  South  Main  Street  between 
Lamb  Street  and  the  end  of  the  stone  road  southerly  of  the  curve  below  Short 
Street  was  approved.  In  addition  thereto  the  continuing  of  this  penetration 
stone  surfacing  within  the  rail  removal  limits  matched  the  existing  stone  road 
from  this  point  to  Thacher  Brook  bridge.  This  work  was  completed  by  essential 
excavation,  sub-grading,  gravel  fill  where  necessary,  stone  base  and  penetration 
top.  Sidewalks  were  lined,  graded,  graveled  and  dusted  where  there  was  no 
curbing.  They  were  dressed  where  there  was  curbing.  Considering  the  newness 
of  the  Federal  payroll  help  employed  a very  excellent  result  was  obtained.  In 
further  carrying  out  the  worK  a dangerous  spot  was  eliminated  in  its  completeness 
by  the  removal  of  rail  structures,  excavation,  gravel  refill,  etc.,  from  the  existing 
end  of  steel  to  the  Mill-yard  gate,  so  that  on  the  East  line  (so-called)  upon  the 
completion  of  work  as  listed  herein  for  this  resurfacing  account  and  with  Federal 
aid  no  rails  were  present  until  just  southerly  from  the  Dodgeville  Mill-yard  gate. 
The  southerly  section  of  this  work  had  an  average  width  of  10.5  feet,  was  ap- 
proximately 531  feet  long  and  covered  about  619  square  yards  of  penetration 
surface  to  the  curb  line  from  the  matched  line  of  the  present  pavement. 
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The  great  bulk  of  the  expenditure  for  the  City’s  part  of  this  work  was  for 
materials.  Ingenious  methods  were  taken  advantage  of  to  extend  the  value  of 
our  municipal  dollar. 

Having  arrived  at  this  point  decisive  efforts  were  made  which  would  continue 
the  rail  removal  with  its  essential  stone  penetration  replacement  surfacing  and  the 
rounding  of  the  corner  just  southerly  of  the  Mill-yard  gate  to  obtain  full  advantage 
in  the  interests  of  public  safety  of  the  tree  removal  which  our  citizens  had  clamor- 
ed for.  This  permitted  favorable  opportunity  for  a number  of  men  on  Federal  aid 
projects  living  in  this  section  to  work  and  save  carfare.  The  work  extended  for 
approximately  1,824  linear  feet  with  an  average  width  of  11.25  feet  and  added 
2,260  square  yards  of  penetration  surface  to  South  Main  Street.  This  now  ex- 
tended the  rail  removal  limits  through  this  job  and  the  one  put  in  a few  years  back 
past  St.  Stephen’s  church  to  a point  in  the  locality  of  the  cemetery  entrance  north- 
erly of  Thurber  Avenue. 

In  the  village  a number  of  abutting  property-owners  utilized  the  opportunity 
to  obtain  firewood  from  ties  available  from  rail  removal  work.  It  must  be  noted 
the  supervision  and  such  other  special  payroll  as  was  required  from  the  City 
comprised  but  a minor  part  of  the  charges  for  the  work.  The  bulk  of  the  City’s 
charges  were  for  materials,  especially  stone  and  asphalt. 

With  the  Fall  season  present  a further  drive  was  made  with  funds  available 
to  continue  the  rail  removal  and  stone  penetration  construction  replacement 
from  the  cemetery  down  past  the  Thurber  Avenue  crossing  to  a point  below  the 
old  South  Main  Street  intersection  notherly  of  Atwell’s  curve.  Work  had  to 
stop  here  through  no  fault  of  the  Public  Works  Department.  It  is  only  fair  that 
we  should  be  grateful  for  the  splendid  results  obtained  including  and  considering 
all  four  projects  outlined  on  South  Main  Street  for  the  year  1934,  on  the  basis 
of  dollars  invested  by  the  City  in  its  regular  road  maintenance  account  and  not 
calling  for  special  appropriation.  Few  people  indeed  will  realize  that  the  last 
work  mentioned  with  its  road  surface  replacement  of  1,765  square  yards  gave  us 
for  the  year  on  South  Main  Street  a total  of  11,332  sqdare  yards  of  improved 
surface  to  be  added  to  our  area  of  used  vehicular  ways. 

Immediately  work  stopped  here  steps  were  taken  toward  obtaining  further 
access  to  Federal  aid  in  completing  the  rail  removal  and  stone  road  replacement 
all  the  way  to  the  Seekonk  line.  Considerable  red  tape,  however,  has  cropped  up 
in  the  meantime  on  projects  of  this  sort  for  several  reasons  which  we  locally 
cannot  control.  The  task  is  not  apt  to  be  an  easy  one. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  further  seal  some  of  this  South  Main  Street  work 
which  was  put  in  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

On  Thacher  Street,  between  South  Avenue  and  West  Street,  considerable 
benefit  was  obtained  for  our  tax-payers  for  the  very  small  expenditure  of  $71.51 
for  supervisory  labor  and  materials  on  an  E.  R.  A.  street  widening  project  which 
included  this  piece  of  road  and  allowed  some  rock  excavation  and  embankment 
cutting  on  narrow  curves. 

On  West  Street,  between  Tiffany  Street  and  Carpenter’s  house,  advantages 
were  obtained  for  approximately  the  same  amount  of  money,  also  under  an  E.R.A. 
widening  project,  the  City’s  supervision  amounting  in  this  case  to  $79.45.  This 
did  not  prevent  serious  consideration  for  the  need  for  improving  West  Street  from 
North  Main  Street  westerly.  After  repeated  attempts  and  hurdling  of  many 
obstacles  a rail  removal  project  which  included  this  part  of  West  Street,  also  North 
Avenue,  was  put  through.  Work  was  done  in  this  part  of  West  Street  toward 
which  this  account  contributed  $152.65  mostly  for  labor  and  some  materials. 
This  work  took  care  of  tie  removal,  permitted  excavation  and  started  gravel  refill 
and  grading  to  the  street  line  on  the  car-track  side,  following  the  rail  removal  by 
the  Interstate  Transit  Corporation.  Season  of  the  year  and  the  consideration  of 
approval  for  a stone  road  for  West  Street  between  North  Main  Street  and  Water 
Street  caused  a lapse  for  completion  on  this  West  Street  work  so  that  it  could 
blend  into  the  new  highway  improvement  authorized. 
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Record,  however,  the  fact  that  West  Street  between  North  Main  Street  and 
South  Avenue  had  been  improved  considerably  at  small  expense  to  the  City, 
whose  contribution  was  obtained  from  regular  highway  maintenance  accounts 
and  not  from  special  appropriations. 

On  Wilmarth  Street  in  the  locality  of  Pike  Avenue  a sizeable  E.  R.  A.  im- 
provement under  widening  outside  roads  took  place.  Considerable  material  was 
removed  from  the  cut,  widening  it  out  so  that  a much  better  opportunity  could  be 
given  toward  keeping  the  road  open  during  snow-storms,  allowing  also  more 
width  so  that  two  large  vehicles  could  pass.  From  the  double-barreled  culvert 
just  easterly  one  barrel  was  moved  and  the  fill  carrying  the  road  widened  and 
strengthened  so  that  with  a small  dam  and  ponded  area  upstream  from  the  high- 
way there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  the  improvement  made.  Also  in  conjunction 
with  this,  boulder  work  and  blasting  was  taken  care  of  as  it  cropped  up.  The 
City’s  contribution  was  obtained  from  this  account  under  highway  maintenance 
and  operation. 

Practically  no  word  reaches  the  newspapers  concerning  the  great  immediate 
advantage  some  of  our  outside  roads  have  had  in  grading,  widening  and  rock 
removal  which  has  taken  place  under  country  road  widening  projects  this  de- 
partment was  instrumental  in  working  up.  Our  rural  population  on  some  of  these 
roads  widened  and  worked  on  have  always  extended  themselves  to  show  their 
appreciation.  I deem  it  only  fair  to  call  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  this  work 
can  be  considered  favorably  from  several  different  view-points  and  constitutes, 
on  the  basis  of  City  expenditures  with  no  special  appropriation,  a valued  record 
of  accomplishment. 


DRAINS  MAINTENANCE 

This  account  was  active  from  the  very  first  of  the  year  in  permitting  the 
continuance  of  C.  W.  A.  Federal  aid  projects  which  were  operated  under  different 
fiscal  year  limits  than  those  which  the  city  government  holds. 

As  has  been  indicated  in  a 1933  report,  full  advantage  was  taken  to  obtain 
structures  such  as  drains,  which  while  concealed  from  the  public  glance,  when 
finished  consistently  and  constantly  serve  a major  purpose,  fully  recognized  as 
basic  from  an  engineering  point  of  view  in  supplying  improvement  to  public 
works,  from  which  everybody  in  and  out  of  the  community  using  the  highways 
reaps  benefit  over  an  extended  period  of  years.  Ample  truth  of  this  statement 
is  supplied  by  our  laws  and  statutes,  particularly  those  with  reference  to  borrowing 
for  drainage  improvements. 

Carried  over  into  January,  1934,  with  the  C.  W.  A.  work  at  Chester  and 
South  Main  Streets,  preliminary  to  the  road  improvement  and  carried  out  in 
conjunction  with  the  rail  removal,  was  a drainage  improvement  of  importance 
to  this  locality.  Under  this  account  for  the  work  was  carried  a labor  item  of 
$442.56  and  a materials  expenditure  totaling  $349.48,  chargeable  as  part  of  the 
City’s  1934  contribution.  Maintenance  funds  provided  the  money.  No 
special  appropriation  was  made  for  the  work.  The  labor  item  was  payroll  for 
supervision  and  trained  personnel  which  was  necessary  to  obtain  a proper  result 
from  the  completely  untrained  Federal  payroll  organization.  The  materials 
consisted  of  stone,  sand,  twenty-inch  pipe  connections,  jute  and  other  small 
items,  gas,  oil,  etc.,  such  as  we  were  unable  to  obtain  as  part  of  the  Federal 
grant  for  materials.  The  work,  considering  the  season  and  circumstances,  was 
carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner  with  provisions  included  therein  to  adequately 
care  for  future  improvements  in  the  locality  and  constituting  the  basis  for  a prac- 
tical, urgent  highway  surfacing  request,  note  of  which  is  made  above  under  re- 
surfacing. 

Peck  Street,  in  the  locality  of  the  Gee- Whiz  railroad,  which  for  a great  many 
years  supplied  chronic  drainage  complaints,  was  another  project  started  under 
the  C.  W.  A.  and  developed  into  E.  R.  A.  which  was  carried  out  from  the  City’s 
side  of  the  expense  under  this  account.  All  of  the  work  in  this  project  such  as 
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drainage  pipe-lines,  catch-basins  and  manhole  structures,  gutters  and  street 
surfacing  changes  were  taken  care  of  in  their  completeness  during  the  forepart 
of  the  year  as  was  projected  and  as  has  been  outlined  in  the  1933  report.  The 
Federal  aid  for  the  project  had  been  cramped,  eliminating  opportunity  to  obtain 
the  material  we  would  have  liked  to  had,  this  being  one  of  the  places  where  the 
Federal  policy  of  taking  care  of  labor  if  the  City  would  take  care  of  the  materials 
was  practically  started  in  this  city.  In  addition  to  the  outlined  work  we  obtained 
on  Peck  Street  there  were  1,188  square  yards  of  penetration  surfacing  placed, 
with  returns  and  essential  approaches,  to  comprehensively  accommodate  the 
changed  gutter  and  curbing  and  cement  sidewalks  which  had  been  put  in  as  part 
of  the  plan.  A marvelous  improvement  was  made  here  which  is  acclaimed  by 
all  familiar  with  it  as  a real  step  of  progress  which  the  community  had  been 
waiting  decades  for. 

At  Olive  Street  an  opportunity  to  extend  work  already  started  to  County 
and  Eldredge  Streets,  material  for  which  had  been  made  available,  was  carried 
out  under  the  E.  R.  A.,  giving  us  a leg  on  one  of  the  drainage  improvements  on 
County  Street  needed  before  rail  removal  and  rebuilding  of  the  street.  A second 
E.  R.  A.  leg  on  County  Street  long  needing  attention  was  the  drainage  at  First 
County  and  Highland  Streets,  which  was  expected  to  include,  owing  to  the 
location  of  the  proposed  drain  pipe,  rail  removal  within  its  drainage  limits  and  a 
pavement  replacement.  All  of  this  work  made  a project  having  superb  commen- 
dation from  residents  and  tax-payers  local  thereto  who  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  closely  acquaint  themselves  with  the  benefits  derived  therefrom. 

The  rail  being  removed  within  reasonable  drainage  limits,  a drain-pipe  line, 
manholes  and  catch-basins  having  been  built  in  accordance  with  the  project 
plans,  gutters  were  paved  and  the  street  section  and  return  on  First  and  County 
Streets  improved  to  accommodate  the  project.  A piece  of  penetration  roadway 
built  to  section,  covering  a distance  of  1,072  linear  feet  and  amounting  to  1,110 
square  yards,  with  an  average  width  outside  of  the  two-foot  gutter  meeting  the 
old  road  of  9.25  feet,  was  completed  within  the  limits  of  the  work,  starting  from 
the  new  gutter  line  on  County  Street.  Thus  the  results  obtained,  as  far  as  the 
work  was  allowed  to  proceed,  have  been  of  positive  benefit,  culminating  in  a 
considerable  demand  to  have  County  Street  improvement  in  its  completeness 
continued  to  County  Square. 

An  additional  E.  R.  A.  drainage  proposition  was  constructed  in  the  middle 
of  the  year  on  Park  Street  in  the  vicinity  of  Robbins  Street.  This  was  not  only  a 
primary  step  toward  the  continued  improvement  of  Park  Street  in  this  locality, 
from  the  Speedway  to  Sturdy  Street,  but  also  preceded  the  improvement  of  a 
driveway  to  the  Sturdy  Hospital  entrance,  long  needed  and  finally  accomplished. 
The  drainage  work,  of  course,  was  properly  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
projected  line  and  grade  changes  on  the  roadway  and  driveway.  On  all  of  these 
drainage  propositions  it  is  well  to  note  that  as  circumstances  forced  us,  we  were 
able  to  take  up  the  slack  either  in  beginning  or  finishing  of  the  work  to  its  utmost 
limits,  by  the  judicious  use  of  funds  from  our  highway  maintenance  account 
under  the  drains  maintenance  sub-division. 

Another  substantial  drainage  project,  material  for  which  was  obtained 
through  special  appropriations,  had  a labor  supervision  account  handled  from 
our  maintenance  funds.  This  was  essential  in  order  that  the  work  could  proceed 
and  to  carry  out  the  terms  required  when  the  project  was  obtained.  This  drainage 
proposition  was  on  West  Street  and  North  Avenue.  W est  Street,  of  course, 
required  the  work  in  order  to  precede  the  pavement  improvement  which  was 
expected.  In  North  Avenue  the  work  logically  could  be  carried  on  apace  of  the 
rail  removal  to  prevent  delay  if  and  whenever  the  city  government  saw  fit  to 
provide  funds  for  an  improved  roadway  on  this  much-used  route  which  would 
complete  the  improvement  the  department  desires  in  the  locality. 

As  has  been  mentioned,  prior  to  the  special  account  for  the  improvement  of 
Park  Street,  work  had  been  started  and  a few  dollars  expended  from  this  account 
on  drainage  improvement  in  the  locality  of  No.  1441  Park  Street.  The  work  in 
process  was  continued  under  the  special  account. 
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A major  E.  R.  A.  drainage  project  laid  along  similar  lines  to  the  West  Street 
and  North  Avenue  drainage  project  coupled  Oak,  Pleasant,  Horton  Streets  and 
Gustin  Avenue  and  went  across  private  land  belonging  to  the  General  Plate 
Company  to  an  outfall  at  the  Thacher  Brook  drain.  Excellent  co-operation  was 
given  us  in  the  necessary  easements  by  this  company.  The  supervisory  labor  was 
taken  care  of  by  this  account  under  highway  Maintenance  and  operation,  while 
a special  appropriation  was  initiated  for  materials,  the  charges  for  some  of  which 
will  be  delayed  until  our  transportation  record  is  permitted  to  be  completed  by 
payment  for  deferred  truck  charges  which  are  bound  to  accrue  and  for  which 
the  City  assumes  the  responsibility  in  obtaining  credit  for  rentals  on  E.  R.  A. 
projects. 

After  consultation  and  study  with  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  mem- 
bers toward  the  end  of  the  year  the  purchase  of  some  materials  was  allowed  to 
initiate  a much  needed  and  long  desired  drainage  system  on  the  back  of  County 
Hill  from  Mechanic  Street  through  Third  Street,  up  to  Prospect  Street  and  through 
Fourth  Street  up  to  Jefferson  Street.  This  work,  of  course,  when  completed  will 
eliminate  the  destructive  force  of  volume  and  velocity  of  surface  water  which 
up  to  now  we  have  had  to  constantly  resist  in  this  particular  locality.  In  addi- 
tion, the  very  deep  cross-gutters  at  the  street  intersection  on  Third  and  Fourth 
Streets,  long  a source  of  complaint,  will  be  eliminated  and  a sizeable  improvement 
in  completing  County  Hill  drainage  will  become  an  established  fact  after  many 
years  of  trial. 

In  addition  to  all  of  this  work  this  maintenance  account  has  had  to  care  for 
the  regular  cleaning  of  catch-basins  and  absorb  such  small  general  charges  as  we 
were  by  necessity  made  to  pick  up.  Current  repairs  on  our  structures  were  taken 
care  of.  A great  deal  of  this  maintenance  work  has  been  postponed  with  the 
idea  that  ultimately  we  can  obtain  funds  for  and  organize  a program  to  continue 
our  standardization  on  catch-basins  and  manholes.  It  is  a remarkable  fact  that 
the  appropriating  body  does  not  seem  to  realize  that  the  greater  the  number  of 
catch-basins  and  manholes  there  are  to  look  after  and  clean,  the  greater  the 
funds  available  should  be  for  the  work  to  keep  up  to  standard.  Only  by  skillfully 
utilizing  all  types  and  kinds  of  labor  possible  to  obtain  from  the  several  different 
combinations  we  have  had  to  use  did  we  have  satisfactory  results. 


STREET  SWEEPING 

As  long  ago  as  1920  the  street  sweeping  sub-division  under  the  highway 
maintenance  and  operation  account  carried  an  expenditure  of  $2,611.32. 

Since  then  the  department,  with  work  increased  a great  deal  by  the  area  taken 
care  of  by  our  forces,  reduced  the  amount  expended  to  $1,500.00.  In  1933,  by 
making  advantageous  to  the  task  present  conditions  which  were  abnormal,  the 
annual  expenditure  in  this  sub-division  was  $1,200.00.  During  1934,  with  con- 
siderable study,  and  by  taking  full  advantage  of  every  possible  aid,  this  amount 
was  still  further  reduced  to  $507.56. 

Few  people  can  appreciate  the  fact  that  in  1934,  with  a great  deal  more  work 
to  do,  it  was  accomplished  with  an  expenditure  approximating  only  twenty 
percent  of  that  of  1920.  \\  ith  normal  conditions,  because  of  the  very  much 

increased  work  present  under  this  account,  we  cannot  reasonably  hope  to  main- 
tain the  1934  figuie. 


STREET  CLEANING 

People  should  differentiate  between  cleaning  where  the  loop  area  is  con- 
cerned and  the  work  performed  in  other  localities  in  hoeing  and  lining  gutters 
with  our  road-scrapers,  the  need  for  which  is  very  important  in  highway  main- 
tenance, not  only  for  the  sake  of  appearance,  but  for  practical  benefits  which  are 
obtained  from  this  work.  Our  outside  roads  especially  have  at  least  got  to  be 
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kept  to  present  width,  or  widened  to  accommodate  the  ever  increasing  traffic 
problem  present  thereon,  due  to  the  normal  use  of  these  lightly  constructed 
highways  by  all  types  of  vehicles,  up  to  and  in  excess  of  the  legal  weight  limit  and 
dimension.  Proper  permits  should  be  obtained  for  such  traffic  as  is  outside  of 
the  usual  legal  conditions  imposed  by  our  statutes  and  ordinances. 

The  expenditure  under  the  street  cleaning  sub-division  of  our  highway 
maintenance  and  operation  account  for  the  year  1934  was  $1,970.80. 

Compare  this  expenditure  to  that  during  the  year  1920  which  amounted  to 
$7,998.46,  even  though  a more  difficult  task  was  performed  during  the  current 
year. 

Here  again,  by  taking  advantage  of  conditions  present  for  the  maximum 
benefit  to  our  city  and  its  tax-payers,  this  result  was  obtained.  Opportunity 
is  present  when  funds  are  available  to  do  more  work  under  this  account.  This 
work,  to  obtain  the  maximum  advantage  therefrom,  should  have  coupled  with  it  a 
definite  and  fixed  program  of  weed-killing  and  brush-cutting  by  the  City  Forester’s 
department,  so  that  at  least  some  of  the  benefits  obtained  might  have  a per- 
manency not  present  up  to  this  time  in  spite  of  prior  departmental  recommenda- 
tions along  these  lines. 

Here  again  lack  of  equipment,  both  new  and  replacements,  owing  to  no  funds 
being  provided,  hinders  departmental  efforts,  making  doubly  hard  our  task  of 
obtaining  the  results  we  have  delivered.  Positive  recommendation  for  essential 
equipment  has  been  made  by  this  department  on  many  occasions  and  has  never 
had  the  support  it  deserves,  sufficient  to  obtain  said  equipment.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  city  government  will  remedy  the  condition  for  the  public  benefit. 


STREET  PATCHING 

Depression  periods  bring  to  most  of  our  minds  the  idea  of  patching  wherever 
possible.  Our  highways  seem  to  be  no  exception  to  this  general  psychology. 
With  public  funds  available  in  the  community  our  school  expenditures  have  been 
rather  well  maintained.  This  also  seems  to  be  true  for  the  essential  public  safety 
departments,  fire  and  police,  except  for  pay  cuts  in  these  departments.  Yet  the 
highway  department,  covering  roadways  which  of  necessity  children  use  going 
to  school,  which  police  need  to  do  their  work  and  without  which  your  fire  depart- 
ment becomes  impotent  in  emergencies,  seems  to  have  taken,  counter  to  its 
importance  to  the  community,  the  top  hole  on  depression  psychology  and  has 
gone  to  patching. 

In  this  city  the  fallacy  of  this  policy  was  directly  proven  as  in  the  early  days 
of  the  municipality,  especially  during  war  time,  the  patching  policy  finally  carried 
the  city  into  concentrated  expensive  highway  construction  expenditures,  the 
analysis  of  which  show  some  units  in  cost  which  are  unsatisfactory. 

Present  also  to  hinder  our  patching  is  the  sual  highway  department  problem 
of  worn-out  equipment  and  the  need  for  using  unskilled  help,  over  which  the 
usual  powers  permitting  results  desired  in  industry,  are  not  present  within  the 
department  jurisdiction.  It  seems  too  bad  the  people  who  complain  regularly 
because  there  is  no  change  cannot  appreciate  the  facts  present  in  our  work  of 
patching  on  the  highway.  I am  certain  if  they  would  only  realize  that  most 
of  this  untrained  help  suffers  as  severely  from  the  traffic  hazards  and  dangers 
while  engaged  in  working,  as  they  do  from  the  physical  strain  and  tortures  owing 
to  lack  of  training,  and  knowledge,  some  complaints  would  be  turned  into  sound 
admiration  for  the  courage  of  a great  many  of  those  men  who  really  are  trying 
to  be  independent  and  feel  that  they  have  earned  their  way. 

Full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  every  opportunity  to  reduce  the  money 
expended  under  this  sub-division.  Our  record  of  materials  used  demonstrates 
sensibly  a high  efficiency  in  management  which  has  paid  in  the  year  1934,  a 
remarkable  dividend  to  our  taxpayers.  The  intricacies  of  a cerrect  analysis  of 
this  expenditure,  because  of  factors  not  normal,  seems  to  have  hampered  the  desire 
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of  a few  stray  loud-speakers  to  ascertain  the  truth,  while  most  of  our  people 
without  knowing  it,  compliment  us  highly  by  taking  for  granted  all  of  the  very 
splendid  results  obtained  when  measuring  actual  financial  expenditures  against 
said  results. 

Definitely,  positively  and  without  delay,  the  importance  of  equipping  our 
highway  department  and  properly  placing  the  equipment  and  plant  at  our  high- 
way yard  should  be  decisively  settled  upon,  while  aid  funds  may  be  obtained  to 
help  out  and  thus  permit  us  to  be  advantageously  situated  when  this  part  of  our 
highway  maintenance  and  depression  conditions  move  on  and  normal  times 
return. 


SIDEWALK  MAINTENANCE 

How  few'  people  remember  that  immediately  after  the  employment  of  the 
writer  on  this  job  in  Attleboro  he  began  a movement  to  obtain  sidewalks  on  state 
highways,  said  walks  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Commonwealth  and  to  be  included 
in  the  initial  cost  of  construction  of  said  highways. 

Few  people  remember  the  success  obtained  and  the  engineering  reasons 
advanced  to  obtain  it,  when  the  gravel  sidewalk  on  the  easterly  side  of  Washington 
Street  was  extended,  replaced  and  constructed  years  ago  by  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts. 

Today,  fourteen  years  later,  we  find  that  practically  all  of  our  public  approves 
of  and  desires  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  do  just  exactly  these  things, 
in  the  interests  of  public  safety  on  high-speed  state  highways  made  so  by  modern 
pavement  construction  sponsored  by  the  above-mentioned  Commonwealth. 
Thoroughly  first-class  work  of  this  kind  would  eliminate  in  Attleboro  physical 
danger  to  the  pedestrian’s  person  and  primary  rights  on  the  state  highway.  It 
would  be  of  incomparable  benefit  in  establishing  a definite  policy  so  that  improved 
walks  would  be  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception  allowing  sensible  advantages  to 
be  obtained  from  sidewalk  maintenance  expenditures. 

This  community,  in  spite  of  departmental  recommendations,  just  cannot 
seem  to  concentrate  enough  on  a sidewalk  maintenance  improvement  program  to 
give  our  people  that  desired  kind  and  mileage  of  sidewalk  which  I feel  they  deserve, 
especially  under  present-day  circumstances  and  conditions. 

The  relatively  few  dollars  spent  cover  a great  number  of  miles  on  gravel, 
dust,  tar  and  concrete  sidewalks,  as  well  as  resetting  granite  curbing  and  gutter 
paving.  Of  necessity,  with  the  small  amount  of  funds  available,  our  projects 
allowable  have  been  so  limited  as  to  prevent  the  starting  of  several  which  we 
know  to  be  worthy.  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  in  keeping  our  budget  down 
sacrifice  should  be  made  in  this  direction. 

Analysis  of  the  1934  work  under  the  account  cannot  be  made,  unless  in 
addition  to  this  record  consideration  is  given  to  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  sidewalk 
replacement  allowed  on  tar  walks,  within  which  were  public  service  duct-line 
trench  patches  at  least  ten  years  old. 

Sufficient  reason  of  course  had  to  be  advanced  with  the  Federal  authorities 
before  they  would  approve  this  kind  of  work.  In  the  normal  part  of  the  year 
for  it  we  were  not  allowed  to  take  up  projects  of  this  type  on  the  basis  that  it 
would  tend  to  reduce  regular  work  and  usual  expenditures  to  be  expected  from  the 
City  itself.  This  interpretation  has  been  subjected  to  several  changes  since  and 
many  walks  have  been  placed.  This  account  should  involve  a fixed  policy  and 
the  public  should  be  educated  to  the  benefits  of  such  a policy,  so  that  they  would 
completely  understand  it  and  have  reasonable  assurance  there  would  be  no 
discrimination. 

I urge  and  recommend  that  the  money  to  be  expended  on  sidewalk  main- 
tenance and  improvement  annually  be  increased  to  a size  and  amount  com- 
mensurate with  the  community  funds  available  and  the  positive  public  im- 
portance of  this  kind  of  work,  bearing  in  mind  the  need  for  immediate  improve- 
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ment.  Expenditures  as  recorded  for  the  year  1934  reach  into  every  section  of  the 
city  and  include  the  city’s  contribution  for  an  E.  R.  A.  effort  on  a sizeable  gravel 
sidewalk  project  covering  material,  equipment,  plant  and  supervising  labor. 

Included  in  the  report  is  a list  of  streets  upon  which  work  was  done  chargeable 
to  the  account,  forcing  knowledge  that  on  those  not  carrying  an  E.  R.  A.  designa- 
tion, the  money  was  very  thinly  spread,  when  it  was  made  to  cover  proportionate 
charges  of  gasoline,  automobile,  cement,  tools,  compressor  charges,  proportionate 
costs  on  hay,  straw,  grain,  telephone,  harnesses,  pieces  of  curb  and  several  other 
smaller  items.  Though  our  expenditure  is  small,  results  reflecting  to  our  credit 
on  the  problem  here  are  really  sizeable  and  important. 


EQUIPMENT,  MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIR 

Arrangements  were  made  when  our  work  was  outlined  for  the  year  to  over- 
haul and  bring  up  to  general  good  condition  all  of  our  highway  equipment  but 
the  continued  expansion  of  E.  R.  A.  projects  for  which  this  department  has 
assumed  responsible  supervision  prevented  carrying  out  the  work. 

The  facts  are  that  the  E.  R.  A.  allotment  practically  doubled  and  every 
bit  of  equipment  available  was  of  necessity  used  on  nearly  every  good  working 
day.  As  a result  the  equipment  was  in  use  and  repairs  were  made  only  when 
absolutely  required.  A great  deal  of  our  overhauling  had  to  be  sacrificed  in  the 
interests  of  keeping  all  of  the  men  over  whom  we  had  supervision  busy,  due  to 
the  fact  that  funds  were  not  available  to  obtain  the  new  equipment  desirable  to 
properly  equip  the  projects  which  the  City  accepted  and  which  the  government 
insisted  should  be  carried  out  forthwith. 

Once  again  the  contribution  of  the  department  from  funds  within  its  budget 
under  this  account  was  a factor  of  far  more  importance  than  bookkeeping  will 
show,  as  the  extra  wor^  which  the  equipment  handled,  while  not  paid  for  by 
practical  and  complete  replacements  during  the  year,  will  have  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  the  life  of  the  equipment  involved  and  in  its  replacement  and  adjustment 
expenditure. 


ROAD  ROLLERS 

Our  eighteen  year  old  steam  roller  was  busily  engaged  whenever  and  where- 
ever  possible  in  carrying  out  department  and  E.  R.  A.  work.  Its  maintenance 
was  kept  at  a minimum,  due  not  only  to  the  necessity  for  employing  it  on  so  many 
working  days,  but  to  prevent  loss  of  earnings  on  the  rental  basis  with  credits 
allowed  us  by  the  government,  a bookkeeping  transaction  of  importance  running 
into  a sizeable  amount  in  favor  of  the  City  on  highway  projects  submitted. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  our  gasoline  roller.  It  must  be  noted  that  like  all 
machinery,  even  though  the  best  of  care  is  taken  of  it,  this  heavy  duty  highway 
equipment  is  bound  to  wear  out.  The  city  government  is  advised  at  this  time  that 
replacements  and  expansion  in  the  number  of  units  of  this  type  of  equipment 
should  be  taken  care  of.  Our  special  accounts  carried  such  expense  as  was  per- 
missible in  the  operating  costs  of  the  units  in  question. 


HIGHWAY  AUTO  MAINTENANCE 

Comparatively,  our  people  should  realize  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
in  changing  over  highway  department  mobile  equipment  since  1921  in  April, 
when  the  writer  began  his  service  with  this  department. 

At  that  time  we  had  two  pair  of  horses  to  draw  an  old  double  cart  and  a 
second-hand  Western  dump  wagon.  In  addition  we  had  two  single  horses 
drawing  two  old  single  carts,  backed  up  with  an  old  Maxwell  truck  of  doubtful 
performance  and  capacity. 


222 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


In  that  year  of  1921  two  Mack  dump  trucks  were  purchased,  one  an  AC 
model  and  the  other  an  AB  model.  Continuously  and  up  to  the  present  time, 
these  trucks  have  been  in  service.  Since  that  time  the  Mack  fleet  has  expanded 
to  six  trucks,  another  AC  truck  being  purchased  in  1926,  one  in  1928  and  still 
another  in  1930.  A BG  Mack  was  also  purchased  in  the  year  1930. 

Our  horse-drawn  units  vanished  as  the  horses  died.  Truck  units  mentioned 
were  acquired  even  though  we  kept  constantly  reducing  our  annual  highway 
maintenance  expenditures  and  always  stayed  within  our  budget  allowances. 

In  addition,  small  Chevrolet  trucks  were  obtained — one  in  1929,  two  in 
1930  and  one  in  1932. 

A model  A A Ford  dump  truck  was  obtained  in  1929  and  is  still  in  service. 

In  1931,  our  engineering  work  being  spread  due  to  depression  circumstances 
and  welfare  labor,  a Model  A Ford  pick-up  was  obtained  for  our  engineers. 

When  C.  W.  A.  work  started  in  1933  arrangements  were  made,  within  our 
budget  figures,  to  purchase  a Ford  hydraulic  dump  truck  and  a Ford  pick-up 
truck.  In  addition,  from  funds  available,  E.  R.  A.  work  necessitating  additional 
City  contributions  found  answer  in  the  purchase  of  a new  Ford  truck  dump  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1934. 

Besides  the  equipment  noted  above  we  have  in  service,  carrying  an  Ingersoll- 
Rand  compressor,  a Model  T Ford  truck  chassis  obtained  in  1925. 

In  addition  to  these  units  the  Fordson  full  crawler  tractor  purchased  in  1926 
and  a second  full  crawler  tractor  purchased  in  1927,  after  working  practically 
all  of  these  years  through  1934,  were  found  to  be  practically  worn  out.  It  was 
decided  to  make  one  reasonably  good  tractor  out  of  these  two  old  Fordson  full 
crawlers,  thus  eliminating  the  No.  1 crawler  tractor  unit  from  our  property  list. 
We  have  a wheel  tractor  formerly  used  with  a backfiller  arrangement  purchased 
in  1926.  Th;e  gap  in  our  tractor  equipment  was  made  up  by  a new  Fordson  full 
crawler  unit  purchased  late  in  1934. 

Only  because  of  its  importance  as  compared  to  the  amount  of  $535.97  which 
is  recorded  as  being  expended  for  highway  auto  maintenance  have  I gone  into 
such  detail  with  this  list.  Common  sense  would  indicate  that  insofar  as  we  were 
compelled  to  work  all  of  these  units  without  cessation  for  the  full  year  a very 
material  investment  return  to  the  City  should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  ob- 
serving our  operations.  The  very  small  amount  of  money  expended  under  the  high- 
way auto  maintenance  account  definitely  indicates  first,  that  most  all  of  our  work 
as  carried  on  has  or  will  stand  on  its  own  feet  in  caring  for  the  motor  equipment 
utilized  and  secondly — that  the  pressure  of  our  very  intensive  operations,  wide- 
spread and  far-flung  as  they  were  throughout  the  City,  necessitated  getting 
along  with  as  little  repair  work  and  overhauling  as  was  possible  for  the  moment, 
thus  delaying  a great  deal  of  overhauling,  repairing  and  painting  which  must  be 
done  to  properly  keep  the  fleet  in  condition. 

The  alternative,  of  course,  is  the  progressive  policy  suggested  before  by 
this  department  of  maintaining  an  intelligent  replacement  program  which,  up 
to  now,  has  been  totally  ignored  by  the  city  government. 


ROAD  OIL  AND  TAR 

Comparatively  and  over  an  extended  period  of  years  the  money  available 
under  the  Road  Oil  and  Tar  account  was  considerably  shrunk  for  the  year  1934, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  our  road  mileage  had  increased. 

Expenditures  for  operating  must  be  matched  against  benefits  obtained  when 
necessity  compelled  provision  for  the  City^s  contribution  on  projects.  Especially 
is  this  true  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  projects  mentioned  herein  were 
accepted  by  the  City,  without  having  provided  any  funds  for  their  contribution 
which  would  allow  the  organization  of  the  work  and  the  carrying  out  of  it  to 
completion. 
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Thus  control  of  the  Road  Oil  and  Tar  account  far  from  being  normal  for  the 
year  was  forced  by  circumstances  outside  the  control  of  the  department  to  be 
handled  as  an  adjusting  factor  of  serious  importance  in  keeping  some  of  our 
E.  R.  A.  work  going.  The  intricacies  and  importance  of  the  problem  our  people 
never  seem  to  find  interest  in.  The  benefits  obtained  after  great  study  they  see, 
appreciate  for  a moment  and  promptly  forget.  The  record,  therefore,  is  of  great 
importance,  particularly  as  it  permits  no  successful  challenge  to  the  results 
obtained  from  the  dollars  available  from  whatever  source  possible  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  permanent  improvements  on  an  investment  basis.  The  set-up,  with 
the  coordinations  available  at  the  several  different  seasons  of  the  year,  supports 
the  normal  distribution  of  labor  and  materials  in  the  general  account. 

Far  greater  yardage  was  obtained  than  is  indicated  by  our  labor  item  when 
it  is  borne  in  mind  we  purchased  7,232  gallons  of  Tarvia  B,  860  gallons  of  No.  4 
oij,  20,160  gallons  of  No.  6 oil  and  12,900  gallons  of  cut-back  asphalt,  utilizing 
for  cover  about  800  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  approximately  105  cubic  yards  of 
peastone.  The  price  on  sand  had  practically  doubled  due  to  the  code,  the  legality 
of  which  was  doubtfhl,  yet  which  no  one  seemed  to  want  to  break.  It  will 
be  seen  that  difficulty  prevailed  in  budgeting  this  account.  The  price  of  the  oils 
also  had  an  increase  over  previous  years,  while  the  tar  held  to  about  its  previous 
quotation. 

Truck,  horse,  barn,  deferred  and  other  charges  are  included  in  our  general 
account. 

Without  doubt,  carrying  our  outlying  roads  for  thirteen  years  after  having 
them  dressed  has  been  quite  a job,  particularly  in  view  of  our  constantly  shrinking 
funds  available  and  in  the  light  of  the  ever  increasing  weights  and  amount  of 
traffic  they  have  been  subjected  to.  Substantially  extensive  programs  should  be 
developed  to  scarify,  widen  and  extend  better  gravel  surfaces  with  treatment 
on  these  roads.  As  they  exist,  in  spite  of  the  wear  they  have  had,  they  have 
been  a splendid  investment  and  deserve  on  their  earnings  the  improvements 
mentioned.  Rarely  indeed  do  we  have  complaints  on  our  outside  roads.  With 
improved  conditions  in  the  City  we  should  reasonably  expect  the  improvements 
recommended. 


BRIDGES,  FENCES  AND  CULVERTS 

Full  advantage  was  taken  of  the  fact,  in  keeping  at  the  lowest  possible 
expenditure  on  our  bridges,  fences  and  culverts,  of  the  very  excellent  work  which 
had  been  done  in  the  previous  years. 

This  minimum  1934  expenditure  cannot  on  the  face  of  it  be  maintained, 
bearing  in  mind  the  number  of  river  and  railroad  bridges,  culverts,  guard  fences 
and  other  structures  included  for  maintenance  under  the  account  labeled  Bridges, 
Fences  and  Culverts.  Only  the  barest  maintenance  work  which  had  to  be  done 
was  performed  so  that  such  funds  as  were  available  could  be  contributed  toward 
the  City’s  part  of  the  expanding  E.  R.  A.  accounts. 

Small  culvert  repairs  were  made  on  Baltic  Street.  Small  bridge  and  guard 
fence  repairs  were  made  on  County  and  Cliff  Streets.  At  Cumberland  Avenue 
and  between  the  Cranberry  ponds  blockaded  culverts  were  cleaned  out,  while 
some  of  the  old  Garden  Street  box  culvert,  long  since  abandoned,  was  filled  in 
where  it  had  collapsed.  On  a great  many  other  streets  as  included  in  the  list 
given  herein  fence  repairs,  most  of  which  were  minor,  and  current  maintenance, 
were  given  care,  while  our  bridges  were  kept  safe  and  passable. 

The  larger  items  of  expenditure  included  late  in  the  year  were  for  purchases 
of  material  for  a 20”  culvert  on  Pleasant  Street,  a 20”  and  24”  culvert  on  Read 
Street  and  an  18”  culvert  on  Slater  Street  near  the  Norton  line.  Excessively 
severe  winter  weather  prevented  the  completion  of  all  of  the  culvert  work  for 
which  material  was  bought  late  in  the  year.  The  market  is  in  an  upward  swing 
on  material  of  this  kind  and  the  purchase  was  a doubly  sound  investment  for  the 
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Essential  foot-bridge  repairs  were  taken  care  of  at  the  Hebronville  overpass, 
while  our  general  account  cared  for  apportioned  expenses  controlled  by  regular 
inspection  and  maintenance  properly  chargeable  hereunder.  No  reason  has  ever 
been  given  for  ignoring  the  need  for  widening  our  overpass  approaches  and 
placing  thereon,  with  sufficient  shoulder  clearance,  guard  fences  of  a permanent 
nature.  This  recommendation  has  been  made  by  the  department  on  countless 
occasions.  I believe  it  should  be  started  and  progressively  continued.  Bridges 
have  hampered  with  a throat  restriction  artery  traffic  on  several  of  our  highways. 
These  conditions  should  be  remedied  at  least  in  part  each  year. 


CRUSHERS 

The  diversity  of  our  work  enabled  us  to  obtain  a real  benefit  under  our 
crushers  account.  The  labor  item  was  very  low,  amounting  to  $74.44,  while  the 
materials  expenditure  amounted  to  $1,425.44.  This  was  in  excess  of  the  amount 
originally  projected  on  the  work-sheets  but  advantage  was  taken  with  Federal 
funds  for  the  labor  to  completely  repair  and  paint  our  bins  at  South  Attleboro, 
also  to  overhaul  and  repair  platform,  bins  and  other  fixtures  at  North  Avenue. 
Consistent  use  was  made  of  both  plants  whenever  opportunity  offered  in  keeping 
our  gravel  banks  cleaned  up  for  a maximum  use,  particularly  in  winter,  when 
advantageous  employment  of  labor,  without  the  heavy  expense  of  materials, 
reacted  beneficially  for  this  city  in  keeping  local  lists  busy  improving  outlying 
roads  and  sidewalks.  Our  storage  piles  of  material  grew,  due  to  the  practical 
benefit  of  our  crushing  plants  in  times  like  these.  This  proved  to  be  a very  sound 
investment,  operated  on  a cohesive  plan  and  reaped  material  benefits  for  our 
local  tax-payers. 


TEN  MILE  RIVER  AND  THACHER  BROOK 

Expenditures  were  kept  down  to  practically  the  lowest  ebb  on  record,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  Federal  government  allowed  us  a brook  project  which  was  of 
great  temporary  benefit  to  the  whole  east  side,  while  the  benefits  of  the  C.  C.  C. 
work  on  the  river  were  still  present.  It  seems  too  bad  that  serious  thought  and 
constructive  progressive  planning,  with  a small  part  being  completed  each  year, 
is  not  undertaken  to  successfully  cope  with  the  problems  present  in  considering 
the  presence,  care  and  benefits  of  these  two  streams. 


INSURANCE 

Departmental  efficiency,  bearing  in  mind  all  of  the  circumstances  and 
conditions  which  affect  our  outside  work,  has  been  maintained  to  that  point  where 
the  unbiased  records  of  our  compensation  and  liability  rates  of  insurance  are 
considerably  better  than  in  other  localities  in  the  Commonwealth,  I have  been 
creditably  informed. 

The  recurring  conversation  one  hears  at  intervals  concerning  consolidation 
of  all  of  the  fire  insurance  for  City  property,  long  since  recommended  by  this 
department,  pops  up  now  and  again  with  no  record  of  any  results  at  hand. 


RENT— MAYNARD  STREET  LAND 

The  usual  rental  of  $69.60  was  paid  for  the  lot  we  rent  on  Maynard  Street, 
upon  which  is  located  our  elevated  storage  tank  to  use  for  asphaltic  material. 
The  lot  was  used  for  storage  of  square  and  cobble  paving  stone  and  other  bulk 
supplies. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


225 


VACATIONS 

The  vacations  legally  due  to  those  of  our  men  employed  in  the  highway 
division  were  taken  care  of  up  to  the  point  where  it  was  possible,  without  hamper- 
ing the  work  at  hand,  either  by  losing  the  experienced  men  or  increasing  costs. 
We  were  not  able  to  completely  take  care  of  time  due  these  men.  There  has 
been  no  complaint  from  this  personnel,  as  the  writer  acting  under  instructions 
received  from  the  Mayor,  expects  to  see  that  all  of  the  time  off  due  our  men  is 
granted  to  them. 


SIGNS,  CLOCK  AND  NUMBERS 

Continuously  for  the  last  dozen  years  this  department  has  desired  and 
recommended  a progressive  improvement  in  marking  properly  all  of  the  accepted 
streets  within  the  City  limits  with  proper  street  signs  of  considerable  permanency. 
Consistently  the  city  government  has  ignored  the  policy  as  recommended  by  the 
simple  expedient  of  neglecting  to  provide  for  the  improvement  desired.  It  is 
not  strange  therefore  that  regularly  at  intervals,  when  the  matter  of  street  signs 
comes  to  public  attention,  there  is  a stir  to  find  out  why  an  improvement  in 
street  signs  in  this  city  has  failed  to  materialize.  A few  facts  are  noted  and  the 
matter  continues  to  simmer  without  solution. 

During  the  year  1934  a very  advantageous  expenditure,  even  though  small, 
was  obtained  in  connection  with  our  street  sign  work.  Sixty  replacements  and 
two  hundred  and  two  new  street  signs  were  taken  care  of  at  a total  cost  of  $176.50. 
These  signs  were  painted  on  wooden  blanks,  which  were  then  made  fast  to  poles 
or  trees  conveniently  located.  Of  the  amount  mentioned  the  sum  of  $69.75, 
while  paid  for  labor,  was  used  in  taking  care  of  city  bills  overdue.  It  was  fortun- 
ate from  the  standpoint  of  the  results  obtained  that  such  coordination  was  possible 
as  it  has  benefited  a sign-painter,  the  public  and  the  City  Collector’s  office. 
It  is  not  be  be  expected  that  there  will  be  recurrence  of  the  circumstances  which 
made  this  arrangement  possible. 

The  problem  of  supplying  house  numbers  was  simplified  considerably  by  the 
drastic  reduction  in  applications  because  of  limited  building  operations. 

The  City  clock  charges  for  $128.98  are  eloquent  in  that  they  are  less  than  in 
some  previous  years.  This  job  of  maintenance  continues  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
Mr.  William  Josselyn  in  an  excellent  manner. 

The  record  of  achievement  under  the  Signs,  Clock  and  Numbers  account 
is  unparallelled  in  this  city  when  costs  are  taken  into  account. 


INCIDENTALS 

The  highway  division  Incidentals  account,  in  addition  to  caring  for  a few 
minor  expenditures,  handled  essential  charges  for  the  Attleboro  “Clean-up” 
week  of  April  28th,  when  the  city  government  decided  this  department  would 
pick  up  rubbish  on  a schedule  in  the  several  different  wards,  neglecting  at  the 
same  time  to  provide  any  funds  for  the  purpose. 

Immediate  expenditures  had  to  be  made,  while  delayed  or  overhead  charges 
will  of  necessity  be  postponed  or  transferred. 


SNOW  AND  ICE 

Few  people  in  the  city  pay  sufficient  attention  to  the  actual  facts  concerning 
snow  and  ice  expenditures.  Few  people  realize  the  problem  present  when  it 
snows  heavily  in  Attleboro,  with  its  area  approximating  twenty-eight  square 
miles.  Few  people  take  the  time  to  think  that  practically  everybody  wants  his 
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street  of  sidewalk  plowed  our  first  on  our  approximately  one  hundred  miles  of 
highway.  This  is  not  a complaint,  merely  a record  of  normal  human  nature  as  it 
acts  today  in  our  high-speed  civilization  in  New  England  in  winter,  as  it  chafes 
against  the  inconveniences  of  our  severe  seasonal  conditions. 

Few  people  study  the  work  that  is  done  in  this  community  during  the  winter 
season,  as  compared  to  other  localities  who  have  a comparable  problem.  Not 
many  people  understant  that  in  the  fore  part  of  the  year,  between  January  first 
and  April  first,  we  usually  are  operating  before  a budget  figure  has  been  set  for 
our  highway  accounts,  so  that  when  November  and  December  arrive  with  their 
disagreeable  conditions,  a sensible  financial  problem  is  present,  owing  to  the  un- 
certainties facing  us  in  serving  the  public  convenience  and  overcoming  winter 
conditions  which  cannot  be  foreseen  and  are  entirely  outside  of  our  control. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  1934  it  may  be  noted  there  was  an  unusual  severity 
of  climatic  conditions  causing  a very  deep  frost  which  of  course  aided  in  holding 
sleet,  snow  and  ice  to  our  ground  surfaces  over  exceptionally  long  periods.  Icy 
conditions  were  taken  care  of  to  such  an  extent  and  in  as  efficient  manner  as  was 
possible,  with  the  equpiment  we  had  at  hand. 

In  spite  of  departmental  recommendations,  no  provision  was  made  for 
improved  sanding  machines.  The  department  believed  we  should  have  this 
equipment  and  had  several  practical  demonstrations,  showing  the  benefits  to  be 
obtained  therefrom. 

In  our  sidewalk  snow  plowing  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  take 
care  of  the  work,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  horses  available  for  said  work.  Tractor 
sidewalk  snow  plows  should  be  purchased  but  in  several  localities  would  be  pre- 
vented from  doing  their  best  work,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  trees  and  roots 
therefrom  present  in  our  sidewalks. 

Practically  every  piece  of  equipment  which  would  support  a plow  for  highway 
purposes,  including  tractors,  light  and  heavy  trucks,  etc.,  was  in  operation  as 
required  and  accomplished  marvelous  results,  bearing  in  mind  the  age  and 
condition  of  this  equipment.  The  urgency  of  a recommendation  made  at  this 
time  to  replace  obsolete  highway  snow  plow  equipment  must  not  be  overlooked. 
Conditions  warrant  and  the  public  demands  it.  I believe  the  city  government 
should  recognize  these  facts  by  providing  for  up-to-date  equipment,  thus  allowing 
the  department  to  have  a fair  opportunity,  in  justice  to  the  public  demand,  to 
produce  the  results  desired. 

The  1934  budget,  passed  in  April,  had  a sub-division  on  the  work-sheet  in 
the  amount  of  $5,000.00  for  Snow  and  Ice.  There  was  expended  during  the  year 
under  the  Snow  and  Ice  account  the  sum  of  $5,876.85.  The  difference  between 
the  budget  figure  and  the  expenditure  had  to  be  taken  from  our  highway  main- 
tenance account.  Of  course  automatically  this  caused  a reduction  in  funds 
available  for  our  other  sub-divisions  under  the  highway  maintenance  account. 
Snow  and  ice  conditions  however  being  emergency,  of  necessity  we  believe  there 
can  be  no  aversion  by  the  department  of  our  duties  in  snow  removal,  without  a 
direct  order  to  this  effect  by  the  Mayor,  if  any  funds  in  our  account  are  available 
for  the  purpose.  The  children  must  go  to  school,  foodstuffs  must  be  supplied, 
fuel  has  to  be  delivered,  factory  raw  materials  and  products  have  to  be  dis- 
tributed, if  the  community  is  to  survive  winter’s  seige.  Upset  expenditure  con- 
ditions are  present  in  this  work  when  one  realizes  that  advantage  is  taken  not 
only  of  usual  forces  present  but  of  any  assistance  that  can  be  properly  obtained 
from  abnormal  forces  available  under  welfare  and  other  projects.  Jurisdiction 
to  work  any  other  help  than  our  own  more  than  eight  hours  per  day  and  at  such 
times  as  are  outside  our  regular  working  hours,  is  not  present  in  this  department. 
Storms  very  often  strike  us  outside  of  these  hours  and  the  preparations  for  fighting 
them  have  to  be  handled  at  once,  without  the  aid  of  such  outside  forces,  until 
after  the  grinding  severe  part  of  the  work  has  been  taken  care  of,  the  storm  has 
cleared  and  the  clock  has  noved  to  the  regular  working  hours  for  the  help  other 
than  usual  which  has  been  mentioned.  Usually  men  not  regularly  employed 
are  difficult  to  find  during  a gale,  preferring  to  wait  until  skies  clear  and  weather 
moderates. 
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It  can  be  readily  seen  the  practical  fact  that  severe  winter  work  as  outlined 
herein  calls  for  well-nourished  men  used  to  heavy  muscular  exercise  prohibits  the 
proficiency  desired  from  some  of  the  classes  of  help  mentioned.  This  should  not 
be  neglected  in  consideiing  the  problem  present.  Regardless  of  difficulties  our 
winter  work  must  go  on.  I recommend  that  the  city  government  study  the 
problem  of  utilizing  the  off-platoon  of  the  Fire  Department  in  severe  snow-storms 
in  helping  to  clear  our  hundreds  of  fire  hydrants  as  promptly  as  possible,  to  insure 
efficient  fire  protection  to  our  community,  upon  the  declaration  of  the  need  for 
this  emergency  work  by  the  chief  executive  of  the  City,  with  the  idea  of  taking 
prompt  action,  immediately  the  study  is  completed,  to  obtain  the  results  desired. 
Please  remember  the  severe  tasks  imposed  by  the  snow  and  ice  problem  call  for 
consistent  and  positive  maintenance  expenditures  around  the  barn,  garage  and  on 
all  trucks,  tractors,  plows  and  other  gear  used. 


SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING 

The  Sidewalks  and  Curbing  account,  in  view  of  the  ever  increasing  motor 
vehicle  traffic,  is  to  my  mind  of  seriously  greater  growing  importance  in  our  public 
work,  particularly  from  the  standpoint  of  public  safety. 

Curbing  not  only  retains  usual  gravel  walks  against  scour  and  washouts, 
but  acts  as  a wheel-guard  in  protecting  pedestrians  from  the  danger  of  vehicles 
out  of  control.  It  also  acts  to  prevent  parking  on  sidewalks,  which  often  tends 
to  force  pedestrians  into  the  vehicular-way  part  of  a street.  Improved  walks 
induce  pedestrians  to  stay  off  the  hard-surface  road,  thus  serving  in  a practical, 
beneficial  way  tending  to  reduce  accidents. 

In  the  forepart  of  the  year  few  orders  were  passed  by  the  Municipal  Counci 
covering  curbing  and  granolithic  walks,  work  being  completed  in  accordance 
with  these  early  orders  for  curbing  on  Elizabeth  and  Olive  Streets,  while  sections 
of  granolithic  walk  were  placed  on  County,  Olive,  Pine,  South  Main  and  Emory 
Streets. 

Curbing  was  purchased  but  work  not  completed  on  orders  passed  late  in  the 
year  on  Dennis  and  Franklin  Streets  and  Lincoln  Avenue.  Work  had  been 
started  by  the  turn  of  the  year. 

In  conjunction  with  an  E.R.A.  project  this  account  carried  the  City’s  con- 
tribution for  some  granolithic  sidewalks  on  streets  as  listed  in  the  accompanying 
statistical  report.  This  granolithic  work  covered  a total  of  2,078.40  square 
yards.  Other  E.  R.  A.  projects  which  had  some  granolithic  work  as  part  of  them 
under  this  account  were  at  Park  Street  near  the  Sturdy  Hospital  and  at  Olive 
Street  near  County  Street  making  an  additional  39.14  square  yards.  From  the 
record  it  may  be  readily  understood  that  not  only  did  the  account  carry  our  regular 
orders  from  the  Municipal  Council,  but  sustained  without  extra  added  appropria- 
tion, from  funds  within  the  budget,  an  important  and  beneficial  sidewalk  project. 

It  seems  too  bad  that  restrictions,  both  municipal  and  federal,  tie  up  seriously 
with  red  tape  further  general  expansion  on  such  sidewalk  improvements.  The 
department  would  appreciate  having  this  red  tape  eliminated,  so  that  all  of  our 
people  would,  in  an  understanding  way,  cooperate  to  obtain,  especially  on  our 
main  streets,  sizeable  mileage  with  improved  sidewalks  while  Federal  aid  is 
available. 

Other  items  of  expenditure  included  herein  are  for  circle  curb  used  in  rounding 
corners  at  street  intersections  and  two-foot  returns,  in  accordance  with  the  con- 
ditions local  to  the  work.  Recording  of  assessments  pertinent  to  the  account 
was  also  taken  care  of.  Cement,  coloring,  sand,  gravel,  stone  and  distributed 
charges  covered  the  balance  of  our  expense. 

An  amount  of  S2.15  was  returned  to  the  account. 
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NEW  EQUIPMENT 

After  detailed  investigation  upon  two  occasions,  and  particularly  after  bids 
had  been  advertised,  the  purchase  of  a large,  up-to-date,  G.  M.  C.  motor  truck 
with  Heil  hoist  and  dump  body  was  decided  upon. 

Special  lighting  equipment,  a rear  pintle  hook  and  a new  set  of  skid  chains 
for  this  new  truck  were  obtained.  A standard  Ross  plow  and  frame  for  heavy 
duty  work  was  bought  so  that  we  could  make  up  a modern  truck  snow-plow  unit. 

On  the  basis  of  new  equipment  a balance  of  $84.81  was  made  applicable 
against  the  purchase  price  of  a new  Fordson  crawler  tractor  unit,  in  accordance 
with  a Council  vote  of  December  28,  1934,  authorizing  payment  from  available 
balances. 


STREET  LIGHTING 

The  expenditure  under  this  account  for  the  year  1933  as  recorded  in  its 
finality  was  $29,070.36.  The  final  expenditure  figure  for  Street  Lighting  for 
the  year  1934  was  $28,340.47. 

Explanation  oF the  net  difference  in  these  two  amounts  is  more  intricate  than 
the  casual  observer  would  believe,  in  that  there  must  be  taken  into  consideration 
the  lighting  facilities  as  authorized  on  different  dates,  necessitating  a check-up 
and  an  order  for  placement,  with  the  lighting  company  acknowledging  the  order 
and  its  completion. 

The  bills  of  course  are  based  upon  the  rates  in  force  and  the  numbei  of  units 
in  service.  To  get  the  picture  in  orderly  fashion  one  could  start  with  the  1930 
amount  of  $34,592.27  paid  for  Street  Lighting.  Bear  in  mind  that  the  usual  thing 
at  the  time  was  a slight  annual  increase  in  the  bghts  provided.  In  1931  the 
annual  charge  for  street  lighting  was  $35,103.88.  In  1932  this  amount  became 
$31,859.12,  primarily  due  to  an  adjustment  in  rates  submitted  by  the  lighting 
company,  in  May  of  1933,  as  has  already  been  reported,  authorization  for  the 
removal  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  street  lights  was  directed  by  the  city 
government.  The  monthly  charges,  in  accordance  with  this  order  and  the  annual 
1933  charges  for  street  lighting,  were  reduced,  most  particularly  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  year.  The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  1933  was  $29,070.36.  After  this 
reduction,  on  petition  from  abuttors  or  property-owners,  or  on  recommendation 
from  some  city  government  members,  the  process  of  replacing  the  lights  eliminated 
began  and  continued  throughout  1934. 

The  accumulative  expenditure,  because  of  the  date  arrangement  and  lack  of 
bulk  replacement  on  additional  lights  which  extended  over  the  annual  period, 
does  not  indicate  for  the  year  1934  when  it  is  noted  in  the  amount  of  $28,340.47 
a true  picture  of  the  actual  increase  in  lighting  facilities  during  this  year  from  those 
at  the  date  of  the  reduction  in  1933.  For  this  reason  a change  will  be  noted  and 
will  be  reflected  in  the  expenditure  for  the  year  1935,  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration any  additional  lights  to  be  voted  during  that  year.  The  intricacies 
of  the  origin  and  accumulation  of  our  street  lighting  bill  should  not  permit  any 
of  our  tax-payers  to  lose  sight  of  the  annual  ratio  position  it  holds  against  on  the 
one  hand,  or  as  part  of  on  the  other  hand,  our  highway  maintenance  expenditures. 


RIFLE  RANGE 

The  change  in  ammunition  used  by  the  Massachusetts  National  Guardsmen 
has  been  responsible  for  some  difference  in  the  bills  chargeable  under  this  account 
of  Rifle  Range  maintenance. 

The  City  Solicitor  has  been  consulted  concerning  charges  as  approved  for 
this  year  and  has  stated  that  he  believes  we  have  a legal  obligation  present  to 
care  for  charges  under  this  account.  At  this  writing  we  have  no  record  of  just 
exactly  what  improvements  will  be  proposed  by  State  authorities  for  the  Deantown 
rifle  range. 
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CITY  SURVEY 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the  City  Survey  account  was  used  for  payroll 
to  cover  work  on  computation  and  plotting  on  the  record  maps  and  plat  adjust- 
ments. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  C.  W.  A.  work  this  office,  with  the  Mayor,  had 
tried  to  obtain  from  the  Federal  authorities  approval  of  a project  which  would 
permit  City  Survey  field  and  office  work  to  be  carried  out  on  a Federal  payroll. 
Several  times  it  seemed  as  though  we  were  about  to  be  successful.  The  final 
Federal  ruling,  however,  always  came  back  with  the  objection  that  the  men  to  be 
employed  were  not  eligible  under  the  relief  provisions  laid  down  by  Federal 
regulations.  A strong  effort  was  made  on  several  occasions  later  to  have  ex- 
ception made  to  these  regulations,  owing  to  the  peculiarities  which  the  City 
possesses  which  are  not  present  in  larger  cities.  V e were  overruled.  Whereas 
the  department  has  seen  changes  take  place  in  regulations  allowing  Federal  aid 
work  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  hold  City  funds  available  for  materials  under 
this  account,  with  the  reasonable  hope  further  effort  from  the  municipal  authorities 
would  permit  a valuable  project  of  this  kind  to  be  worked  out  for  Attleboro. 

The  writer  certainly  believes  a City  Survey  project  well  worthwhile  and 
recommends  that  efforts  be  continued  toward  accomplishing  the  result  desired. 


WATER  DIVISION— MAINTENANCE  AND  OPERATION 

Carrying  out  the  program  of  the  depression  times  the  maintenance  of  build- 
ings in  the  Water  Department  was  kept  at  the  lowest  possible  figure  so  that 
matters  of  vitally  pressing  importance  could  be  taken  care  of  first  with  funds 
allowable.  A smoke  pipe  was  repaired  at  the  water-barn  work  shop.  The  boiler 
and  engine-room  roofs  at  the  South  Attleboro  pumping-station  were  fixed  up  to 
prevent  serious  trouble  ensuing  from  leakage.  Small  lumber  items,  spikes, 
coach  screws,  etc.,  were  provided  and  miscellaneous  work  in  and  about  the  water- 
plant  buildings,  was  given  attention. 

Shop  and  barn  charges  are  ridiculously  low  when  one  examines  the  plant 
and  analyzes  the  work  which  takes  place  there.  They  were  kept  so  only  by  the 
use  of  the  most  stringent  economy.  Coal  for  the  plant  was  purchased  in  the 
amount  of  $122.85,  while  light  and  phone  charges,  covering  not  only  emergency 
protection  but  usual  service  for  the  year,  amounted  to  $60.30  and  $121.46  respect- 
ively, giving  us  a total  for  these  three  items  of  $304.61  for  the  entire  year.  Other 
expenses  running  to  $100.32  included  towels,  light  bulbs,  batteries,  solder,  emery 
cloth,  switches,  fuses,  files,  hack-saw  blades,  brushes,  rawhide  lacing,  repair*  on 
clock-register,  grate-bars  for  boiler,  part  for  post  drill,  putty,  cable  for  gas  pump, 
set  of  bits,  repairs  to  lights  and  drill  post,  wrenches,  hose  and  a multitude  of 
other  expenditures  necessary  by  the  very  nature  of  the  plant  to  keeping  it  in 
operation  twenty-four  hours  every  day  in  the  year,  including  Sundays  and 
holidays.  This,  bearing  in  mind  the  extreme  weather  and  the  unusual  load  placed 
on  our  water  service,  will  give  you  a real  perspective  of  an  efficiency  in  supporting 
the  city  government  in  its  economy  program  which  challenges  comparison. 

Our  insurance  items  under  the  water  department  covering  public  liability, 
workmen’s  compensation,  liability  and  property  damage  on  autos  and  fire  in- 
surance on  the  West  Mansfield  pumping-station,  fire  coverage  on  the  pump  and 
boilers  at  the  South  Attleboro  pumping-station  and  the  barn  and  contents  at 
the  water-plant  on  County  Street,  which  are  handled  through  the  Mayor’s  offic.e, 
amounted  in  total  to  $1,280.33.  The  wiiter  has  definitely  established  his  position 
in  favor  of  and  supporting  for  the  best  interests  of  the  City  an  insurance  study 
and  report  which  to  date  he  has  not  found  available. 

Taxes  outside  the  control  of  the  department  in  the  amount  of  $299.48  as 
listed  statistically  had,  of  necessity,  to  be  paid  in  Mansfield,  Foxboro,  North 
Attleboro  and  Attleboro.  The  Incidentals  account,  having  an  expenditure  of 
$8.96,  was  kept  to  the  lowest  possible  minimum. 


230 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  extraordinary  severe  winter  weather  to  which  we  were  subjected  at 
both  ends  of  the  year  forced  us  to  have  provided  in  April  of  this  year  an  Emergency 
Thawing  account  to  cover  charges  accrued  from  our  crews  out  with  electrical 
thawing  devices.  After  examining  the  problem  and  the  success  obtained  in  and 
around  us  I am  sure  the  expenditure  of  $728.60  as  listed  statistically  can  be  con- 
sidered a real  investment,  even  though  it  resulted  in  a very  severe  endurance 
test  on  men  and  machines  to  keep  water  service  open  and  prevent  the  daily  can 
supply  used  by  some  of  our  neighbors. 

Under  the  account  for  maintenance  payroll  it  was  necessary,  due  to  budget 
slashing,  to  shrink  our  forces  to  the  irreducible  minimum.  While  the  result  has 
been  immediately  successful  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  cramping  the  forces 
which  maintain  and  care  for  a plant  and  investment  as  large  as  our  water  depart- 
ment is;  and  with  a going  and  growing  business  whose  revenue  in  small  amounts 
exceeds  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  dollars  per  year,  to  the  extent  as  represented 
by  the  figures  available  for  payroll  in  this  budget,  ultimately  forces  neglect  in 
proper  care  of  the  investment  and  the  business,  which  will  be  highly  difficult  in 
the  future  to  overcome.  Depression  legislation  took  care  of  wages. 

W ater  meters  are  the  cash  registers  of  the  people’s  service.  Sensible  in- 
vestors in  utilities  of  this  kind  insist  on  meters  that  wear  the  best  and  are  the 
most  conveniently  standardized  to  make  their  repair  and  maintenance  economical. 
As  our  tests  continue  we  believe  the  investors  in  Attleboro,  meaning  the  tax- 
payers, deserve  the  same  protection.  It  has  been  our  aim  for  years  to  give 
just  this  protection  to  them.  Bearing  in  mind  business  conditions  the  revenue 
record  speaks  eloquently  for  itself.  1 believe  that  whereas  the  School  Depart- 
ment, the  Fire  Department,  the  Highway  Department  and  other  municipal 
places  pay  for  the  water  they  consume,  an  accounting  of  and  payment  for  all  the 
water  used  for  municipal  purposes  would  be  in  order  from  the  standpoint  of  equity 
and  in  distributing  costs  both  to  the  W ater  Department  and  to  the  other  municipal 
departments  concerned.  I recommend  that  the  city  government  stabilize 
municipal  water  charges  in  the  interests  of  justice  among  city  departments  and 
the  W ater  Department.  Conservatively  it  must  be  stated  that  our  meter  re- 
placement policy  falls  short  of  being  adequate  to  cover  our  needs.  This  is  bound 
to  result  necessarily  in  loss  of  revenue  without  fault  being  attached  to  W ater 
Department  employees  and  due  to  lack  of  funds  for  meter  replacements. 

There  is  included  herewith  a statistical  record  of  services,  both  new  and  re- 
placed, which  is  indicative  by  comparison  with  other  years  of  just  what  is  happen- 
ing in  these  depression  times.  Unquestionably,  work  of  this  kind  is  being  post- 
poned because  home-owners  find  themselves  unable  to  assume  any  extra  financial 
burdens.  The  policy  of  the  department  is  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  help 
out  real  estate  in  keepmg  its  head  afloat  during  these  stormy  times.  While  it 
is  true  new  work  has  been  cramped  for  several  years  it  necessarily  follows  that  our 
water  maintenance  has  expanded  a great  deal,  causes  for  which  are  outside  of  our 
control,  many  of  them  being  traceable  to  the  unusual  depression  creating  a 
stringency  on  purses  of  property-owners. 

W ith  funds  available  whatever  was  possible  was  done  to  keep  up  our  main 
line  as  well  as  possible  in  its  maintenance.  Circumstances  and  conditions  have 
impaired  definitely  and  often  doing  of  all  of  the  things  which  we  believe  should  be 
done  along  this  line.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  years  immediately  ahead  of  us  the 
government  will  see  fit  to  bring  our  main  line  maintenance  up  to  the  point  at 
least  where  it  was  before  the  depression,  modernizing  it  wherever  possible  as 
time  marches  on.  Unusual  circumstances,  probably  due  to  underground  condi- 
tions not  normal  and  traceable  to  intense  cold  and  changes  of  temperature, 
caused  split  mains,  in  some  cases  directly  due  to  freezing.  These  were  repaired 
and  service  restored  without  delay.  Again  we  had  trouble  under  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  railroad  crossing  at  Starkey  Avenue,  with  a 6”  joint 
leak  to  repair.  In  Hebronville  at  the  corner  of  Bridge  and  Phillips  Street  a 12” 
joint  leak  showed  up  and  was  immediately  repaired.  On  Lindsey  Street  a 6” 
joint  leak  occurred  and  was  taken  care  of  without  delay. 
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It  was  necessary,  to  accommodate  some  of  the  drainage  improvements,  to 
lower  services  as  attached  to  the  water  mains  on  North  Avenue  and  again  on 
Horton  Street.  On  County  Street  at  Wolfenden  Street,  at  First  Street  corner 
Grove  Street,  and  at  the  corner  of  County  and  Wall  Streets,  line  gate  leaks  were 
taken  care  of.  Hydrant  inspections  and  repairs  were  carried  out  in  a workmanlike 
and  efficient  manner,  maintaining  the  reputation  of  this  department  against  more 
than  usual  odds  throughout  the  winter.  In  this  way  such  of  the  fire  equipment 
as  we  were  responsible  for  was  kept  in  working  condition.  A total  of  thirty-one 
hydrants  were  repaired  during  the  year.  A 6”  main  was  lowered  on  Horton  Street 
for  drain  accommodation.  On  Summer  Street  at  Mary  Street  it  was  necessary 
to  reset  and  replace  a hydrant.  The  Tiffany  and  County  Street  improvement, 
so-called,  required  the  relocation  of  a hydrant  which  proved  to  be  of  great  value 
in  this  particular  locality.  At  South  Main  Street  near  Spring  Street,  where  the 
12”  gate  was  cut  in  with  a new  line  hook-up  to  clear  the  street  work,  the  hydrant 
was  replaced,  while  6”  pipe  lines  were  placed  into  Spring  and  Short  Streets  to 
replace  the  demerit  size  pipe  formerly  present  at  this  location.  At  North  Avenue 
corner  West  Street  a hydrant  branch  was  lowered  and  a two-foot  extension  placed 
to  raise  the  hydrant.  On  Pleasant  Street  at  Forest  Street  it  was  necessary  to 
replace  a hydrant  which  had  been  hit  by  a truck.  For  some  unknown  reason  this 
hydrant  seems  to  be  exposed  to  more  than  usual  hazards  according  to  record. 

Without  complaining  of  the  exeedingly  cold  winter  may  I call  to  your  atten- 
tion the  fact  that  this  is  the  time  when  people  have  to  force  their  fires  for  heating 
apparatus  to  function  properly.  As  a result  there  is  a large  increase  of  fires  in 
buildings  to  extinguish  which,  of  course,  water  from  hydrants  is  usually  necessary. 
Despite  the  urgency  and  need  for  this  hydrant  service  in  these  extreme  conditions 
it  remains  a fact  that  water  still  freezes  at  32  degrees  Fahrenheit,  so  that  with 
weather  20  degrees  below  zero,  or  52  degrees  below  the  freezing  point  of  water,  it 
seems  reasonable  that  our  Water  Department  is  entitled  to  the  compliments  they 
have  received  for  having  successfully,  against  great  odds  and  at  times  with  great 
physical  suffering  to  themselves,  maintained  a service  which  the  Fire  Department 
chief  acknowledges  has  been  remarkable  in  its  success.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
solicit  from  the  City  Government  funds  proper  and  sufficient  to  permit  us  a first- 
class  set  of  equipment  to  skillfully  combat  all  of  the  conditions  outlined  herein. 

How  many  of  you  have  stopped  to  figure  the  brilliant  and  consistent  record 
of  improvement  on  costs  from  any  reasonable  standpoint  of  the  vehicular  side  of 
the  \\  ater  Department  when  for  instance  in  1920,  the  year  prior  to  the  arrival 
of  the  writer,  one  old  White  truck  and  a horse  which  was  of  no  practical  value, 
cost  considerably  more  to  give  a great  deal  less  service,  than  the  1928  Reo  truck, 
the  1929  Dodge  truck  and  the  three  Ford  Runabout  trucks,  two  purchased  in  1929 
and  the  other  in  1930,  which  are  now  in  use  every  day  in  the  year  by  the  depart- 
ment. Repeatedly  this  record  has  been  stressed  to  members  of  the  city  govern- 
ment with  a view  toward  obtaining  for  such  a going  business  an  economical  and 
effective  replacement  basis  for  our  motor  vehicles  which  would  permit  the  efficien- 
cy in  all  its  phases  expected  from  cars  in  this  utility.  Troubles  such  as  water 
leaks,  pipes  breaking  off  in  the  cellar  at  the  meter  and  dozens  of  other  things  are 
bound  to  happen  through  the  year,  oftentimes  on  Sundays  or  holidays,  or  when 
the  men  have  gone  from  their  regular  tasks.  Of  course,  our  people  expect  prompt 
service  and  to  insure  it  the  personnel  must  have  equipment  positive  in  its  workings 
and  economical  in  its  upkeep.  This  year  we  believed  that  we  should  have  had  a 
replacement  for  one  of  the  Ford  Runabout  trucks.  We  figel  certain  that  on  the 
basis  of  our  record  of  keeping  the  W ater  Department  fleet  in  operation  for  a year 
with  a cost  of  $909.25  we  have  earned  your  sincere  consideration  of  the  advantages 
to  the  policy  outlined,  all  of  which  is  for  the  benefit  of  our  people,  the  customers 
who  pay  the  bills. 

Of  course,  from  whatever  funds  were  available  within  the  water  department 
budget,  those  materials  for  necessary  maintenance,  including  tools,  etc.,  had  to  be 
purchased  so  that  immediate  sacrifice  of  service  for  the  most  people  could  be 
avoided. 
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MAIN  LINE  EXTENSION 

In  the  budget  for  1934  under  our  water  accounts  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ('$1,500.00)  was  provided  for  main  line  extensions  and  replacements. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($250.00)  of  this  amount  was  transferred  on 
December  26,  1934  as  part  of  an  account  necessary  to  provide  tar  for  the  North 
Avenue  E.  R.  A.  gravel  project  which  filled  the  space  formerly  occupied  by  rails 
on  this  street. 

Within  the  funds  provided  it  was  of  course  impossible  to  purchase  economic- 
ally in  the  quantity  necessary  to  make  up  a carload  of  our  standard  cast-iron 
B.  & S.  water  pipe.  The  city  government  recognized  this  fact  and  was  sparing 
in  authorizing  new  extensions. 

Three  six-inch  extensions  authorized  were  placed — one  on  Yerndale  Avenue 
in  April  for  a distance  of  168  feet — one  on  James  Street  from  Mulberry  Street 
nortnerly,  made  necessary  to  accommodate  a house  which  had  formerly  been 
receiving  service  in  a manner  different  than  allowed  within  tne  present  regulations 
for  a distance  of  156  feet,  and  on  Linden  Street  for  a distance  of  50  feet  to  ac- 
commodate a new  house  being  built.  These  six-inch  extensions  totaled  374  feet. 

Late  in  the  year  an  industrial  expansion  at  the  General  Plate  Company  was 
studied  in  conjunction  with  the  operators  of  this  plant  and  the  city  government. 
Arrangements  were  made  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  governing  water- 
takers  to  extend  in  Field  Road,  a private  way,  an  eight-inch  line  with  necessary 
gates  and  appurtenances.  The  line  was  practically  completed  as  the  year  turned 
every  effort  being  made  to  work  in  coordination  with  this  plant,  then  in  active 
operation,  so  as  to  maintain  a minimum  of  interference  and  permit  an  unin- 
terrupted payroll.  The  recorded  length  of  this  extended  line  is  427.2  feet. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  of  course,  that  all  of  this  work  has  reduced  very 
considerably  the  amount  of  water  pipe  on  hand  usual  for  extensions.  In  the 
natural  course  of  events,  if  any  further  work  of  size  of  a main  line  nature  is  to  be 
carried  on  in  the  coming  year,  this  stock  must  be  replaced. 

The  labor  item  under  this  account  was  kept  at  a minimum  through  the 
intelligent  and  judicious  application  of  welfare  help  available.  Please  record  in 
your  minds  the  fact  that  at  the  present  writing,  with  the  circumstances  of  labor 
present  in  the  E.  R.  A.  expansion,  the  task  of  assembling  and  coordinating  any 
welfare  labor  program  hangs  on  so  many  loose  ends  that  it  warrants  your  con- 
sideration before  expecting  accomplishments  therefrom.  The  problem  is  entirely 
different  than  it  was  only  a little  over  a year  ago,  before  the  Federal  government 
operations,  over  whose  regulations  we  have  no  control,  were  present  in  the  com- 
munity. 

As  was  authorized  this  account  carried  a proportionate  part  of  the  cost  of  a 
new  Fordson  full  crawler  tractor  purchased  late  in  the  current  year.  The  balance 
of  our  material  expenditures  under  the  account  were  for  valves,  hydrants,  lead, 
jute,  gasoline,  kerosene,  exploders  and  other  items,  as  tools  and  implements 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  work. 

It  may  be  readily  observed  that  against  the  lineal  feet  of  mains  added  to  our 
system,  the  unit  cost,  based  upon  our  expenditures,  was  extraordinarily  low, 
whereas  the  actual  valuation  as  listed,  when  reasonably  priced,  improved  the 
water  system  properly  from  an  investment  basis. 

Carried  over  as  the  year  began  there  was  a small  amount  of  labor  which 
necessitated  an  expenditure  under  our  current  Main  Line  Extension  account  in 
the  amount  of  $17.56  for  Ashton  Road  water  lines. 

When  the  City  Council  met  on  November  13,  1933,  they  authorized  an  ex- 
tension in  answer  to  a petition  of  a water  main  in  a direction  northerly  from  the 
northerly  end  of  the  water  pipe-line  already  existing  on  Ashton  Road  to  accom- 
modate new  construction.  At  the  same  meeting  they  also  authorized  a main  line 
extension  between  West  Street  and  Lincoln  Avenue  on  Ashton  Road. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  this  work  to  proceed  after  it  was  approved  by 
the  Mayor  on  the  twenty-third  of  November,  1933.  While  preparation  was  in 
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process,  the  C.  W.  A.  program  was  hurled  into  our  theatre  of  operations  as  was 
outlined  in  the  1933  report.  The  problem  of  having  the  money  available  go  as 
far  as  possible  to  permit  the  carrying  on  of  such  C.  W.  A.  work  as  would  give,  in 
the  winter  months,  the  most  valuable  return  to  the  most  labor  it  was  possible  to 
employ,  caused  a change  in  the  Ashton  Road  work  accomplishment  as  the  Mayor 
submitted  the  Newport  Avenue  project,  so  called,  to  include  some  water  pipe 
work  on  Ashton  Road. 

The  project  as  outlined  by  the  Mayor  in  obtaining  the  Federal  aid  on  this 
street  eliminated  the  southerly  dead  end  connecting  Lincoln  Avenue  with  West 
Street  in  Ashton  Road.  The  very  sensible  benefits  obtained  from  this  8”  ex- 
tension, aggregating  in  length  238  feet  with  necessary  gates  and  appurtenances, 
have  been  previously  outlined. 

On  the  extension  northerly  from  the  northerly  dead  end  in  Ashton  Road 
122  lineal  feet  of  8”  pipe  line  was  completed  to  accommodate  a petitionei  handling 
new  construction. 

Both  of  these  Ashton  Road  jobs,  as  the  history  indicates,  were  carried  out 
very  early  in  the  year. 

As  pipe  deliveries  permitted,  the  work  on  Newport  Avenue,  in  accordance 
with  the  history  outlined  in  the  1933  report  was  carried  on  early  in  the  year  as 
part  of  a C.  W.  A.  project.  It  will  be  recalled,  of  course,  that  the  provision  of 
funds  for  this  work  had  already  been  taken  care  of.  We  were  allowed  to  complete 
our  projected  plan  to  the  extent  of  laying  4,498  lineal  feet  of  8”  pipe  and  making 
proper  connections  with  our  crossings,  thus  completing  the  task  as  planned  ex- 
cept for  looping  up  for  circulation  our  ends  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  four-lane 
cement  road. 

Included  was  thirty-eight  feet  of  12”  pipe,  nine  new  hydrants  with  gates, 
the  specials  and  fittings  required  in  the  projected  plan  and  a special  brook- 
crossing. 

Material  began  to  be  hauled  into  this  job  by  the  thirteenth  of  January  and 
it  was  swinging  along  in  good  shape  by  the  twentieth  of  that  month. 

Few  people  not  connected  w»th  our  sort  of  work,  can  realize  the  excellent 
and  skillful  supervision  which  permitted  these  water  pipe  lines  mentioned  on 
this  government  aid  project  to  go  forward  in  the  severest  winter  we  have  had  in 
years  successfully,  and  without  any  appreciable  damage  or  loss. 

These  facts  are  noted  to  differentiate  on  the  record  of  other  communities 
who  tried  similar  tasks  without  success.  The  personnel  engaged,  therefore, 
earned  and  deserve  a compliment  on  their  accomplishments. 

Later  in  the  year  the  question  of  water  service  for  some  scattered  houses  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Newport  Avenue  along  the  four-lane  cement  road  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  city  government.  The  water  committee  and  the  Mayor 
were  unable  to  ascertain  a method  of  obtaining  funds  sufficient  for  the  projected 
12”  extension  in  the  development  of  this  area.  Federal  aid  was  again  sought 
and  obtained.  Such  2”  pipe  as  was  required  to  handle  the  immediate  needs  of 
the  property-owners  abutting  the  westerly  side  of  Newport  Avenue  who  desired 
water  was  then  placed.  This  was  done  under  an  E.  R.  A.  project,  the  government 
supplying  the  labor  and  the  City  the  materials.  All  of  this  project  was  completed 
without  an  additional  appropriation  on  the  part  of  the  City  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year. 

As  we  pull  out  of  the  depression  and  the  locality  develops,  the  original  plan 
will  have  to  be  carried  out  to  give  adequate  service.  This  will  mean  providing 
gridiron  supply  in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  locality  needs  as  developed. 


WATER  MAIN  EXTENSIONS  AND  REPLACEMENTS  IN  PINE  AND  EMORY 
STREETS  AND  NEWPORT  AVENUE  WATER  MAINS 

On  each  of  these  accounts  deferred  insurance  charges  were  written  off. 
In  August  the  balance,  available  under  this  first  account  amounting  to  $343.43 
was  transferred  to  the  Highway  Maintenance  and  Operation  account. 
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On  the  Newport  Avenue  Water  Mains  account  an  additional  deferred  motor 
charge  was  written  off. 


SEWERS— MAINTENANCE  AND  OPERATION 

In  the  1934  budget  there  was  appropriated  the  sum  of  $3,400.00  for  our 
sewer  system,  consisting  of  $3,000.00  for  the  filter  beds  and  $400.00  for  the  repair 
and  care  of  sewers.  In  addition  to  this  amount,  $500.00  was  voted  from  the 
Excess  and  Deficiency  account  in  November  to  allow  the  completion  of  work 
then  underway  in  definitely  improving  the  sewerage  system. 

For  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  system  a fixed  charge  of  $100.00, 
payable  in  accordance  with  the  City  ordinances,  for  the  water  used  in  flushing 
and  clearing  blockades  was  taken  care  of.  The  regular  spring  and  fall  flushing 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  dead  ends  and  the  removal  of  blockades  or  other 
causes  for  complaint  in  the  main  pipe  line  system  was  handled  at  a cost  of  $370.73. 

When  work  is  performed  always  with  the  necessity  for  staying  within  avail- 
able funds  present,  the  permitted  operations  on  the  pipe-line  system  do  not  allow 
work  along  lines  desired  in  best  practice,  long  overdue  and  much  needed  at  this 
time.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  complete  overhauling  and  cleaning 
of  our  entire  sewer  pipe-line  system.  In  addition,  to  this,  the  trunk  line  concrete 
pipe  trestle  and  crossing  at  Hebronville  should  be  put  in  first-class  condition 
without  delay.  Funds  required  should  be  provided  at  once.  Not  only  is  the 
need  present  for  this  kind  of  a job  in  our  sewer  pipe  system  but  it  is  an  excellent 
business  proposition  and  one  which  the  system  has  earned.  A fair  investigation 
of  its  costs  during  its  life  will  definitely  prove  these  facts. 

Over  a period  of  years,  with  figures  available  from  the  State  Department  for 
communities  on  a comparable  basis,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  branch  of  your  public 
service  has  been  maintained  at  an  annual  cost  so  low  that  it  distances  all  com- 
petition. 

Taxes  to  the  amount  of  $88.70  were  paid  to  the  Town  of  Seekonk  and  the 
City  of  Pawtucket  to  cover  sewer  division  real  property  located  therein. 

For  the  year  1934  the  sum  of  $1,226.80  was  paid  the  caretaker  at  the  sewer 
beds.  The  reconditioning  work  which  was  mentioned  in  the  report  covering 
the  year  1933  was  carried  on  in  a major  way  with  E.  R.  A.  assistance  and  in  such 
fashion  that  while  marvelous  results  were  obtained  the  City’s  expenditure  in 
actual  cash,  as  measured  against  the  job,  was  unbelievably  low.  Uninitiated 
observers,  who  have  no  familiarity  with  the  detail  such  circumstances  require  in 
working  our  coordinations  of  this  Kind,  are  utterly  unable  to  appreciate  the  very 
excellent  and  positive  benefits  which  all  of  our  tax-payers  received,  in  most 
cases  without  even  knowing  it,  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  work  project.  Even 
to  one  experienced,  only  a careful  analysis  reveals  the  consistent  advantages 
obtained  for  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

In  order  that  our  recommendations  written  in  a prior  report  could  be  carried 
out  and  the  rehabilitation  for  the  remaining  sixteen  beds  could  be  completed,  it 
was  necessary  to  obtain  financial  assistance  for  the  City’s  portion  of  this  cost. 
The  City’s  contribution  in  the  matter  of  material  and  equipment  on  a rental 
basis  is  sizeable  when  measured  properly  and  equated  in  dollars  and  cents.  Few 
of  our  people  or  members  of  our  government  seem  to  recognize  the  direct  value 
gained  which  can  logically  be  built  into  plant  assets,  greater  than  the  figures 
recorded  indicate  when  reporting  department  expenditures. 

Under  the  date  of  May  2,  1934,  approval  was  obtained  for  the  initial  E.  R.  A 
project  for  improving  and  reconditioning  the  remaining  sixteen  filter  beds. 
Extensions  were  granted  to  carry  this  work  along  to  and  through  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  last  being  approved  under  the  date  of  December  8,  1934,  to  carry  over 
and  do  some  clearing  up.  Included  in  the  project  was  cleaning  and  the  provision 
for  rotating  intensively  the  small  number  of  beds  available  during  the  work  of 
going  over  and  reconditioning  the  sixteen  beds  left  from  last  year.  The  work 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


235 


included  the  removing  of  sludge  and  grading  of  same  at  the  dump,  excavation 
of  the  filtration  sand  present  which  was  heavy  and  clogged  and  the  refilling  of 
the  sixteen  beds  with  new  sand,  also  the  removal  of  tight  areas  not  taken  care  of 
in  original  construction. 

The  department,  bearing  in  mind  the  location  of  the  work,  made  an  effort 
to  maintain  here  as  many  men  as  possible  from  the  Hebronville,  Dodgeville  and 
South  Attleboro  districts,  so  they  could  save  carfare. 


SHAW  AVENUE  SEWER 

In  years  past,  prior  to  surfacing  the  street,  this  department  had  been  in- 
terested in  completing  a sewer  extension  on  Shaw  Avenue.  Abutting  property- 
owners  had  objected.  This  year  opinion  in  that  locality  had  a reversal.  On 
petition,  a sanitary  sewer  was  voted  for  Shaw  Avenue.  In  July,  1934,  money  was 
provided  to  cover  its  cost  on  our  engineer’s  estimate.  Work  was  carried  out  in 
October  and  early  November  at  a cost  below  the  engineer’s  estimate.  This  was 
because  once  more  the  department,  by  skillful  planning  was  able  to  utilize  facilities 
which  our  engineer  had  no  means  of  foreseeing.  It  meant  a saving  of  dollars  and 
cents  to  the  tax-payers  in  this  community. 


PUMPING  STATION  DIVISION 

Under  the  Pumping-Station  account  in  the  budget  for  this  year  a figure  was 
appropriated  amounting  to  $18,733.20.  The  first  control,  covering  the  salaries 
of  the  chief  engineer  and  his  three  assistants,  was  handled  by  the  city  government. 
It  was  found,  owing  to  the  basis  of  the  payroll  make-up,  that  the  amounts  given 
had  to  be  amplified  to  carry  out  the  strict  payroll  requirements,  no  allowance 
having  been  made  in  the  original  budget  covering  overtime  positively  required  on 
the  lap  present  because  of  our  state  law  regulations  on  a force  whose  coverage  is  so 
tightly  drawn  on  these  men  taking  care  of  our  water  pumping  operations.  After 
the  matter  had  been  explained  in  detail  to  the  finance  committee  of  the  Municipal 
Council,  funds  were  provided  to  follow  the  normal  procedure.  Few  people 
appreciate  the  fact  that  the  permanent  personnel  in  numbers  covering  our  water 
pumping  has  not  been  added  to  in  spite  of  the  need,  due  to  the  necessity  for  having 
to  cut  in  and  out  on  Wading  River  supply  when  necessity  requires. 

A careful  study  was  made  of  fuel  conditions  for  the  South  Attleboro  station, 
as  well  as  of  the  power  story  at  West  Mansfield.  A saving  was  made  over  1933 
so  that  expenses  within  this  sub-division  were  taken  care  of  by  the  account  itself. 

For  the  year  1934  at  the  South  Attleboro  pumping-station  380,253,000 
gallons  of  water  were  pumped.  The  largest  day  in  total  for  both  stations  for  the 
year  was  July  16,  1934,  when  1,853,00  gallons  of  water  were  pumped.  The 
smallest  day  for  the  year  was  September  2,  1934,  when  870,00  gallons  of  water 
were  pumped.  The  fuel  charges  directly  apportioned  against  this  South  Attleboro 
pumping  station  for  coal  were  closely  held  in  check. 

At  the  Wading  River  for  the  year  1934,  59,964,000  gallons  of  water  were 
pumped.  During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  28,386,000  gallons  of  water  were 
pumped  and  out  of  this  amount  300,000  gallons  were  pumped  to  waste  testing 
wells  for  \\  hitman  and  Howard,  while  188,000  gallons  were  pumped  to  waste 
keeping  the  force  main  line  flushed  and  free.  For  the  balance  of  the  year  out  of 
the  total  mentioned  above  as  being  pumped  at  the  Wading  River  station,  1,103,000 
gallons  of  water  were  used  in  flushing  our  the  force  main  being  of  course  pumped  to 
waste.  This  gave  us  a total  of  water  utilized  for  flushing  mains  and  testing  wells 
at  the  Wading  River  station  of  1,591,000  gallons  for  the  year. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  additional  to  the  power  charges  fuel  oil  for 
heating  the  \\  ading  River  plant  had  to  be  supplied.  The  light  charges  due  to 
running  the  usual  midnight  to  eight  a.  m.  shift  amounted  to  $28.86,  for  this 
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quarter.  During  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  the  April  power  charge  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  minimum  set  for  the  power  rate  basis  for  the  plant,  while 
May  was  practically  the  minimum.  In  June,  however,  we  once  more  began  the 
summer  draught  which  builds  up  the  need  for  what  help  we  can  obtain  from  this 
plant.  The  electric  light  bills  for  the  second  quarter  were  small,  most  of  the 
light  being  used  in  June.  Power  bills  were  present  while  fuel  oil  charges  were 
not.  In  the  third  quarter  we  had  an  expenditure  in  July  for  electric  lighting  and 
for  power.  These  charges  were  reduced  in  August  for  lighting  and  power,  while 
in  September  we  went  back  to  the  minimum  charges,  both  on  the  lighting  and 
the  power.  In  the  final  quarter  of  the  year  we  once  more  have  present  fuel  oil 
charges  in  October  and  in  December.  Minimum  power  charges  were  held  for 
the  whole  quarter,  with  light  bills  increasing  again  from  the  minimum  as  the  year 
got  older. 

Taxes,  insurance,  telephone  and  other  miscellaneous  charges  must  be  con- 
sidered at  this  plant  at  Wading  River  on  the  premises  of  our  water  department 
operations.  Repeatedly  we  have  asked  for  records  to  properly  set  up  W ading 
River  charges  but  Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh  never  saw  fit  to  turn  them  over  to  us. 
Repeatedly,  since  the  plant  began  operation  we  have  recommended  that  insofar 
as  the  results  obtained  from  it  were  unsatisfactory,  a complete  and  immediate 
study  should  be  made  and  steps  taken  at  once  to  eliminate  the  trouble,  reduce 
costs  and  permit  our  people  to  have  good  water;  also  allow  the  department  to 
return  to  such  an  efficient  basis  as  our  record  of  accomplishment  at  South  Attle- 
boro indicates  we  deserve.  There  are  factors  in  our  fire  protection  and  elsewhere 
which  make  pertinent  all  phases  of  our  water  supply  as  it  affects  our  community 
fife  and  industry  which  1 believe  should  be  recognized  by  our  government  in 
waiving  prejudice  and  obtaining  proper  beneficial  action  forthwith. 

On  No.  3 and  4 boilers  at  the  pumping-station  at  South  Attleboro  there  has 
been  considerable  work  done.  This  must  be  expected  due  to  their  great  age  and 
continuous  service.  It  was  essential  in  July  to  appropriate  $350.00  along  with 
$300.00  already  provided  in  the  sub-division  under  the  budget  for  boilers  to  pro- 
tect the  account  for  work  potential  or  in  process.  In  the  forepart  of  the  year 
some  work  was  done  by  the  W holey  Boiler  V orks  in  setting  three  new  tubes  on  the 
No.  3 boiler.  The  cleaning  of  this  boiler,  boiler  gaskets,  boiler  compound,  soda 
ash,  lime,  packing  and  plugs,  tooK  up  considerable  of  the  money  originally  pro- 
vided. Late  in  May  the  Waite  Construction  Company  made  considerable 
repairs  on  the  No.  3 boiler  by  taking  down  the  front  wall  over  the  doors  and  re- 
placing same  with  door  arches  and  jambs,  using  first  quality  bricK  and  cement  to 
lay  up  same,  taking  down  fire  brick  lining  in  fire  box  to  the  first  sound  header  on 
the  two  side-walls  and  replacing  with  first  quality  fire-brick  laid  up  in  fire-brick 
cement  and  sealing  between  the  fire-brick  and  boiler  drum  with  asbestos.  The 
No.  4 boiler,  after  cleaning,  had  a small  job  done  by  the  W holey  Boiler  Works 
in  June,  replacing  a boiler  bushing.  An  overflow  valve  was  supplied  by  the 
Schutte-Koerting  Company  for  the  No.  5 injector,  while  Rope  and  Read  furnished 
a brass  elbow  for  the  No.  4 boiler.  In  July  the  Schutte-Koerting  Company 
did  a sizeable  repair  job  on  the  injector  on  the  No.  4 boiler. 

In  July  the  Refractories  Specialties  Co.,  Inc.,  was  awarded  a job  totaling 
$327.00,  from  which  a 5%  discount  was  allowed  if  paid  before  August  5,  1934. 
This  included  a great  deal  of  work  on  the  No.  4 boiler,  tearing  out  brick  work  on 
sidewalls  and  replacing  same  with  QLTIK  BACH,  plastic  tearing  out  face  of  bridge 
wall  and  replacing  with  QUIK  BACH  plastic,  removing  all  material  from  front 
arch  and  replacing  with  QUIK  PACH  plastic,  removing  area  that  was  pulled  away 
from  wall— left  hand  side  wall  over  the  bridge  wall  and  replacing  after  keying 
same,  with  QUIK  PACH  plastic,  removing  old  rear  arch  and  replacing  same  with 
Perfecto  Rear  Arch  covering  same  with  2”  of  insulation  as  well  as  the  rear  of  the 
shell  of  the  boiler,  removing  fire  brick  on  inside  rear  wall  that  was  bulged  and 
sealing  inner  wall  before  replacing  area  with  new  fire  brick  laid  in  Sairset  High 
Temperature  Cement,  removing  fire  brick  on  inside  right  hand  wall  adjacent  to 
clean-out  door  and  including  door  arch  that  was  bulged  and  replacing  same  with 
Siraset  Cement,  repointing  all  brick  work  back  of  bridge  wall  and  within  fire  box 
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and  wash-coating  same  with  Sairset  Cement,  removing  outside  right  hand  wall 
adjacent  to  rear  wall  that  was  bulged  and  cracked  section  on  rear  wall  where 
gasses  were  leaking  through  and  after  keying  same  and  sealing,  replacing  with 
new  red  brick  and  removing  left  hand  top  corner  of  boiler  wall  adjacent  to  rear 
arch  where  gasses  were  passing  through  and  keying  and  sealing  this  area  with 
fire  brick  and  red  brick.  All  of  this  work  was  handled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
chief  engineer,  under  whose  direct  supervision  it  was,  and  allowed  us  to  return  this 
boiler  to  service.  The  really  difficult  part  of  our  old  fixed  steam  plant  repairs  of 
the  kind  included  for  this  year  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  have  no  adequate  guarantee 
that  the  rest  of  the  plant  can  be  continued  for  a further  reasonable  life.  I recom- 
mend studies  by  the  city  government  toward  modernizing  South  Attleboro  with- 
out delay.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  most  of  this  boiler  work  took  place  at  that 
part  of  the  year  when  our  pumping  was  at  a high  rate  and  in  considerable  volume 
during  the  summer  months. 

On  our  pumping  units  the  usual  minor  repairs  were  taken  care  of.  Such  lubri- 
cating grease  as  was  needed  was  obtained.  Packing  as  required  was  taken  care  of. 
A set  of  288  Valves  was  purchased  for  the  Snow  Pump.  New  brushes  for  one  of 
the  small  motors  at  the  Wading  River  were  bought.  A bill  was  paid  to  the 
Worthington  Pump  and  Machinery  Company  in  the  amount  of  SI 98.62  for  valve 
washers,  spring  seats,  etc.,  for  the  Snow  pump  engine.  In  April  we  had  a man 
from  the  Franklin  Machinery  Company  working  on  the  Snow  Pump  plunger 
which,  as  has  been  recorded  in  recent  years  past,  has  given  us  considerable  trouble. 
The  record  bears  out  the  rigid  economy  which  we  have  been  forced  to  at  both  of 
the  pumping-stations.  It  bears  out  the  definite  recommendation  consistently 
made  by  the  department  for  the  proper  modernization  and  co-ordination  of  our 
water  pumping  apparatus.  This  not  only  from  the  standpoint  of  the  con- 
venience to  be  obtained  for  the  public  from  the  service  but  also  with  the  demands 
in  mind  which  are  placed  during  the  year  upon  this  equipment  calling  for  such 
improvement  as  will  safely,  adequately  and  completely  take  care  of  the  com- 
munity under  all  reasonable  circumstances  and  yet  again  at  emergency  peaks. 

Light,  phone  and  incidentals  were  taken  care  of  as  occasion  demanded. 

A major  item  under  the  sub-division,  Care  of  Equipment,  Grounds  and  Bedsj 
had  an  expenditure  of  $175.00  covering  essential  chimney  repairs  at  the  South 
Attleboro  pumping-station  which,  of  course,  could  no  longer  be  put  off.  Oil 
burner  repairs  were  made  at  the  V ading  River.  A tractor  charge  for  work  done 
in  and  about  the  south  station  was  taken  care  of.  The  usual  charges  for  electric 
light  bulbs,  wiper  cloths,  Venturi  and  other  kinds  of  recording  charts,  etc.,  which 
are  needed  to  keep  the  plant  running  were  handled. 

The  work  done  under  chimney  repairs  at  the  South  Attleboro  pumping- 
station  included  removing  a core-wall  approximately  two  feet  to  bring  the  top 
of  the  core-wall  about  four  inches  below  the  outer  casing  and  capping  off  core-wall 
with  concrete  cap.  The  outer  casing  was  taken  down  somewhat  and  rebuilt 
because  of  loose  bricks  on  the  corners.  The  outer  wall  was  capped  with  a four 
inch  by  six  inch  concrete  cap  reenforced  and  properly  pitched  to  insure  its  proper 
functioning.  V hatever  pointing  was  -necessary  was  done  for  about  ten  feet 
down  from  the  top.  The  work  was  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  chief 
engineer  at  the  plant,  in  its  completeness. 

Lubricating  oil  for  all  of  the  machinery,  such  as  engines,  pumps  and  motors' 
was  provided  of  a kind  and  quality  satisfactory  to  the  forces  using  it,  in  such 
quantity  and  at  a cost  as  was  deemed  reasonable  for  the  work  accomplished. 

The  need  for  taking  care  of  the  filter  beds,  so  called,  at  South  Attleboro,  is 
important.  Neither  the  public  nor  the  government  seems  to  recognize  this 
importance.  The  factors  which  control  this  essential  task  are  so  many  and,  in 
proportion  as  to  the  result  obtained,  so  clearly  outside  of  human  influence  that  I 
deem  it  a duty  to  recommend  prompt  attention  be  given  these  facts.  Judgment, 
based  on  knowledge,  long  experience  and  a far-flung  series  of  studies  has  for 
years  and  is  today  successfully  tiding  the  community  over  precarious  recurring 
situations.  The  writer  has  the  responsibility  aided  by  his  plant  chief. 
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Action  is  needed  for  obtaining  without  delay  first,  a real  filtration  area 
for  the  South  Attleboro  plant  and  secondly,  the  necessity  for  said  filtration  plant 
having  an  elastic  control  which  will  remove  the  elements  of  uncertainty  that 
impair  efficiency  and  which  are  outisde  of  local  jurisdiction  but  for  which  we  must 
assume  the  responsibility. 

During  the  current  year  advantage  was  taken  of  all  possible  means  to  utilize 
labor,  regardless  of  source,  to  hasten  the  cleaning.  The  matter  was  of  such 
importance,  in  view  of  conditions,  that  I believed  it  an  emergency.  To  prevent 
any  misunderstanding  the  heads  of  such  forces  as  aid  was  obtained  from  were  so 
notified.  The  net  result,  of  course,  was  not  only  a quick,  competent  job,  without 
loss  of  time  when  numbers  were  needed,  but  a very  sensible  saving  in  dollars  and 
cents  to  the  City.  Any  cost  analysis  neglecting  consideration  of  all  of  the  facts 
concerning  the  labor  utilized,  as  well  as  the  disposition  of  trucking  and  other 
charges,  would  of  course  be  useless  if  one  wanted  the  truth.  Such  dollars  and 
cents  advantages  cannot  obtain  in  the  future.  The  work  is  very  important, 
positively  necessary  and  must  be  done  well,  with  the  best  means  available, 
regardless  of  strange  ideas  on  costs  which  emanate  from  inexperience  and  pre- 
judice. 

For  your  information  please  note  that  at  no  time  during  the  year  were  we  able 
to  properly  obtain  any  assistance  to  our  water  supply  from  any  Bowler  well, 
any  jurisdiction  over  which  this  department  has  never  had  control. 


NORTH  MAIN  STREET  AND  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  WIDENING 

Deferred  charges,  the  bulk  of  which  covered  payment  for  services  of  a land 
damage  expert,  were  taken  care  of  under  the  North  Main  Street  and  Common- 
wealth Avenue  Widening  account. 

A settlement  of  the  damage  claims  of  Walter  E.  and  Catherine  L.  Riley, 
Alfred  M.  Richards,  and  John  J.  Maher  was  made,  so  I understand,  through  the 
city’s  legal  department,  record  of  which  was  transmitted  to  this  department 
through  the  City  Auditor.  The  transaction  is  noted  on  our  books  merely  as  a 
bookkeeping  record,  payment  having  been  made  through  other  channels. 


EMORY  AND  PINE  STREET  IMPROVEMENT 

Deferred  charges  for  some  of  our  older  trucks,  in  addition  to  insurance 
charges,  were  written  off  under  this  account. 

ELMWOOD  AVENUE  CONSTRUCTION 

Having  cleared  this  account  of  small  deferred  charges  a balance  of  $371.81 
was  transferred  in  August  to  Highway  Maintenance  and  Operation  to  reimburse 
this  account  for  funds  expended  as  the  City’s  contribution  on  C.  W.  A.  and 
E.  R.  A.  projects,  no  additional  appropriations  having  been  made  by  the  city 
government  to  cover  same. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  WALLS— HAWTHORNE  STREET 

Similar  action  was  taken  under  the  account  Construction  of  Walls — Haw- 
thorne Street,  a balance  of  $60.72  being  transferred  after  small  deferred  charges 
had  been  cleared,  to  the  Highway  Maintenance  and  Operation  account  in  August. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  BUSHEE  STREET 

Work  delayed  pending  further  investigation  by  the  city  government  on 
Bushee  Street  was  completed  late  in  the  year  consisting  of  resetting  and  setting  of 
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curb  and  grading  and  graveling  upon  instruction  from  the  Mayor’s  office.  In 
October  fifty  dollars  was  transferred  from  this  account  to  a special  one  handled  by 
the  Mayor  to  cover  an  authorized  wall  job  for  Annie  M.  Allard,  an  abuttor. 

The  curbing,  grading  and  graveling  work  was  done  in  the  locality  of  the 
properties  of  Messrs.  Seeton  and  Johnson. 


ASHTON  ROAD  CONSTRUCTION 

In  the  middle  of  November  a construction  account  to  build  Ashton  Road, 
after  its  acceptance  as  a city  way,  was  set  up  by  the  city  government  by  a transfer 
of  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  from  the  Excess  and  Deficiency  account.  Plans  covering 
the  recording  were  then  filed.  The  account  was  carried  over  for  the  actual 
construction  work. 


NORTH  AVENUE  GRAVEL 

In  the  middle  of  November,  on  recommendation  by  the  department,  the 
sum  of  $93.70  was  provided  to  cover  a partial  payment  on  an  engineer’s  estimate 
for  gravel  used  on  the  North  Avenue  refill,  which  came  from  the  Henry  Richard- 
son bank  on  Commonwealth  Avenue. 


SEDAN  REPAIR 

Very  late  in  December  the  sum  of  $446.87  was  transferred  from  the  Excess 
and  Deficiency  account  to  pay  the  bill  for  the  repair  of  the  City  sedan  which  was 
overturned  at  the  corner  of  Falmouth  and  Morey  Streets  when  struck  in  the  left 
rear  by  a truck  driven  by  Mr.  Walter  L.  Sweet  of  No.  6 Holman  Street,  this  city, 
on  June  2,  1933. 

It  is  our  understanding  there  is  an  action  present  by  the  city  government 
against  the  insurance  company  to  protect  the  City. 


EQUIPMENT  REPAIR 

On  December  10,  1934  the  sum  of  $160.00  was  provided  on  an  engineering 
estimate  to  retube  and  repair  our  portable  boiler. 

Insofar  as  there  was  every  evidence  it  would  be  necessary  to  utilize  this  piece 
of  equipment  in  helping  keep  open  our  winter  work,  particularly  for  the  Federal 
aid  portion  of  it,  this  repair  job  was  absolutely  required. 

This  portable  boiler  is  of  considerable  age  and  as  late  as  the  winter  of  1933- 
1934  did  yoeman  worK  in  helping  our  winter  program. 


PARK  STREET  RECONSTRUCTION 

Deferred  truck  and  tool  charges  and  replacements  of  rail  top  material  used 
on  the  drainage  for  this  work,  as  well  as  the  completion  of  the  drainage  projected 
for  the  job,  cover  the  bulk  of  1934  expenditures  of  record  for  this  account. 

Instructions  from  the  Mayor’s  office  were  carried  out  by  having  a small 
retaining  wall  built  at  No.  633  Park  Street  for  Mr.  Walter  Gay.  It  is  our  under- 
standing this  was  done  at  the  solicitation  of  the  city  government. 

Minor  overhead  charges,  properly  adjustable  here,  were  taken  care  of. 


ADAMSDALE  AVENUE  RECONSTRUCTION 

Sidewalk  excavation  and  gravel  refill  for  same  was  taken  care  of  under  this 
account  for  this  year.  Active  and  deferred  truck,  tractor  and  grader  charges 
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were  handled.  Such  overhead  as  was  properly  chargeable  here  was  given  at- 
tention. 

It  should  be  remarked  in  passing  that  a double  benefit  was  obtained  in  many 
instances  on  this  work  as  a number  of  the  men  employed  utilized  the  money  earned 
to  pay  water  or  tax  bills. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  HAZEL  STREET 

Work  on  this  project  which,  as  has  been  outlined  before,  includes  drainage  on 
Hazel,  Mulberry  and  Martin  Streets  to  the  brook,  grading  and  surfacing  to 
accomodate  this  drainage,  as  well  as  street  and  sidewalk  grading  within  these 
limits,  with  their  surfacing  and  finish,  was  practically  completed  within  the 
current  year. 

The  wall  at  the  Peets’  property,  which  had  been  in  question,  was  constructed 
in  such  a manner  as  was  satisfactory  to  the  parties  concerned  and  to  the  City, 
in  accordance  with  the  desires  of  the  city  government. 

Accrued  and  deferred  transportation  charges  were  taken  care  of.  Our 
overhead  distribution,  material  and  labor  was  laid  out  proportionately  against 
this  work  to  cover  benefits  which  were  received  by  the  job  as  a unit,  from  the 
advantageous  grouping  allowed  by  our  yard  supply,  storage-sheds,  garage, 
stable  and  equipment. 

The  project  in  its  completeness  seems  to  be  really  appreciated  by  the  locality. 
It  has  eliminated  a source  of  complaint  during  wet  weather.  I certainly  believe 
the  improvements  should  be  continued  in  the  locality.  Curbing  and  paved 
gutters,  with  improved  sidewalks,  should  be  set  as  soon  as  business  improves 
and  the  property-owners  in  this  locality  are  able  to  afford  them.  The  placing 
of  these  improvements  will  round  out  the  splendid  start  the  City  has  made  in 
this  section. 


OLIVE,  COUNTY  AND  ELDREDGE  STREETS  E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

On  May  14,  1934  the  sum  of  $1,021.00  was  appropriated  for  materials  which 
would  allow  the  continuing  of  a drain  already  existing  on  Olive  Street,  from  the 
river  to  the  intersection  with  Robert  Street,  through  Olive  Street  to  County 
Street,  and  thence  westerly  toward  Eldredge  Street  and  as  far  as  Summer  Street, 
with  the  necessary  pipe-lines,  manholes  and  catch-basins. 

It  will  be  noted  that  supervisory  and  other  labor,  which  it  was  necessary  that 
the  City  pay  for  in  carrying  out  the  set-up  laid  out  by  the  Federal  government, 
was  taken  care  of  by  our  maintenance  account. 

This  improvement  should  be  further  extended  and  is  essential  before  a 
street  improvement,  which  should  follow  rail  removal  on  County  Street,  takes 
place. 


FIRST,  COUNTY  AND  HIGHLAND  STREETS  E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

On  June  19,  1934,  there  was  an  appropriation  made  in  the  amount  of  $1,384.10 
which  was  enhanced  to  the  extent  of  fifteen  cents  by  a State  refund  for  the  mater- 
ials needed  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal  E.  R.  A.  project  covering  drainage 
improvement  on  County  Street  in  the  locality  of  First  and  Highland  Streets. 

This  pipe-line,  replacing  a smaller  one  from  the  Ten  Mile  River,  through  the 
Wilmarth  property  to  a point  on  County  Street  adjacent  to  the  Water  Depart- 
ment driveway,  was  extended  along  County  Street  to  First  Street  and  thence  to 
Highland  Street.  The  work  as  has  been  explained,  was  amplified  to  include 
limits  as  far  as  could  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  recognized  as  factors  in  drain- 
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age  control  which  the  pipe-lines,  with  their  manholes  and  catch-basins  mentioned 
herein,  supported. 

The  rail  removal  which  took  place  was  essential.  Gutter  paving  and  surfac- 
ing within  the  limits  thus  made  had  to  be'  taken  care  of.  These  improvements, 
with  the  street  returns  and  hillside  gutters  necessary,  completed  a major  improve- 
ment for  the  locality,  far  in  excess  of  what  most  people  expected  for  the  money 
spent.  It  has  been  noted  that  our  maintenance  account  carried  supervision  and 
such  additional  small  municipal  expenditures  for  material  as  was  required  in 
piecing  in  the  surfacing. 

This  work,  in  view  of  all  of  the  circumstances,  has  been  a very  sensible 
improvement  and  one  which  had  to  precede  pavement,  involving  a section 
change  for  that  part  of  County  Street,  which  is  so  essential.  It  is  recommended 
this  be  done  at  the  very  earliest  possible  moment  as  this  roadway,  part  of  Route 
123,  is  very  important  in  serving  our  community. 


NORTH  AVENUE  E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

On  August  13,  1934,  another  special  drainage  materials  account  was  in- 
itiated by  appropriating  the  sum  of  $2,600.00  to  cover  an  E.  R.  A.  project  on 
West  Street  from  Nerney’s  brook  to  North  Avenue  and  thence  northerly  to 
Deantown  Road.  This  account  was  amplified  during  the  year  by  a refund  from 
the  State  in  the  amount  of  sixty  cents. 

With  the  track  removal  in  the  locality  assured  it  was  important  that  this 
drainage  work  be  carried  out  prior  to  any  street  surfacing  improvements  which 
were  coming  along. 

The  particular  and  especial  benefit  from  this  project  was  the  elimination 
of  complaint  from  North  Avenue  property-owners  who  had  spent  a considerable 
portion  of  their  time  for  many  years  in  trying  to  obtain  from  the  City  a surface 
water  drainage  project  such  as  this  one. 

Its  permanency  and  definite  value  with  its  pipe-lines,  manholes  and  catch- 
basins,  etc.,  adds  another  investment  for  the  City  with  E.  R.  A.  aid. 


OAK,  PLEASANT,  HORTON  STREETS  AND  GUSTIN  AVENUE 
E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

On  the  same  date,  August  13,  1934,  there  was  appropriated  a sum  for  the 
materials  necessary  to  carry  out  long  desired  drainage  improvements,  which  had 
several  times  been  recommended  by  this  department,  in  the  locality  of  Oak, 
Pleasant,  Horton  Streets  and  Gustin  Avenue,  from  where  the  drain  line  swung 
across  privately-owned  land  to  empty  into  Thacher  Brook. 

\\  ith  the  Federal  aid  allowed,  this  project  developed  into  a splendid  munici- 
pal investment  improving  greatly  the  locality,  which  had  been  patient  indeed  in  its 
desire  for  drainage  relief,  particularly  during  winter  thaws  or  heavy  rainstorms. 

The  department  obtained  easements  giving  legal  rights  across  property 
between  Pleasant  and  Horton  Streets.  These  were  in  addition  to  those  obtained 
through  Mr.  Willard  of  the  General  Plate  Company. 

Great  advantage  was  gleaned  in  the  construction  of  this  project  by  pushing 
it  at  exactly  the  right  season,  before  the  ground  water  level  rose  to  a point  where, 
with  the  grade  line  our  engineers  established,  it  could  be  more  expensive. 

On  all  of  the  E.R.A.  drainage  projects  listed  in  the  group  just  given  it  must  be 
recognized  that  we  were  required  to  spend  definitely  from  our  maintenance  funds 
to  operate  the  jobs,  due  to  the  necessity  for  providing  supervisory,  expert  and 
specially  trained  classes  of  labor  so  that  the  finished  work  would  be  the  practical 
investment  desired. 
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OLIVE  AND  THACHER  STREET  BRIDGES 

The  special  account  set  up  for  decking  on  Olive  and  Thacher  Street  bridges 
late  in  1933  was  used  in  its  completeness  to  carry  out  the  work  projected  in  an 
excellent  and  workmanlike  manner. 


1925-27  STREET  WIDENING  LOAN 

It  was  expected  this  account  would  carry  the  City’s  contribution  of  that 
portion  of  the  center  rail  removal  proposition  contemplated  on  South  Main 
Street,  including  the  swing  into  Mill  Street.  Insofar  as  Federal  objection  to 
rail  title  had  to  be  surmounted  this  work  was  delayed  to  a coming  year. 


CENTER  E.  R.  A.  CARTRACK  REMOVAL 

On  September  5,  1934,  a fund  of  $3,250.00  was  set  up  for  surfacing  following 
rail  removal,  after  the  Mayor  had  interviewed  Federal  authorities  in  Boston 
and  had  been  assured  that  work  on  Park  and  Union  Streets  would  be  allowed  to 
proceed. 

Legal  technicalities  on  the  title  of  rails  and  the  distribution  of  work  in  their 
removal  held  up  the  Federal  award,  we  were  informed  and  delayed  the  starting 
of  the  work  within  the  year  1934. 


NORTH  AVENUE  SPECIAL 

Late  in  December  a special  account  was  set  up  for  the  City  contribution  to 
cover  the  North  Avenue  rail  removal  job,  which  was  already  laid  out  and  under- 
way. These  funds  were  provided  by  transfers  from  the  following  accounts: 


Main  Line  Extension  Account $250 . 00 

H-Maintenance  and  Operation  Account 800 . 00 

W-Maintenance  and  Operation  Account 200.00 


This  was  done  to  insure  for  the  Federal  government  the  carrying  out  of  the 
project  in  the  coming  year,  they  having  already  accepted  a project  which  would 
include  a contribution  from  the  City. 


CURBING  AND  CEMENT  WALK  CONSTRUCTION 

On  December  10,  1934,  a special  account  was  set  up  on  the  motion  of  the 
sidewalk  committee  chairman  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  cement  sidewalks 
and  curbing,  etc. 

It  is  only  fair  to  state  at  this  time  that  this  department  received  no  detail 
concerning  the  purpose  of  the  appropriation. 


E.  R.  A.  SIDEWALK  PROJECT 

Under  the  date  of  December  10,  1934,  the  City  Council  set  up  an  account 
which  was  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  December  18,  1934,  for  $1,200.00  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  cost  of  cement  to  be  used  on  E.  R.  A.  sidewalk  projects. 

Some  cement  was  purchased  for  this  work  under  this  account.  The  cost 
of  cement  purchased  previously,  used  in  carrying  on  this  sidewalk  project,  was 
absorbed  by  our  maintenance  accounts,  which  could  not  be  replenished,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendations,  from  this  fund  as  set  up. 
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It  is  hoped  further  work,  than  the  list  attached  below,  our  second  E.  R.  A. 
cement  sidewalk  project,  will  be  obtained. 

On  the  following  streets  granolithic  walks  were  placed,  replacing  patched 
tar  due  to  duct-line  trench  work  which  had  damaged  the  walks  spoken  of : 

Sanford  Street — on  the  southerly  side 

Bank  Street — between  Sanford  and  Park  Streets 

Railroad  Avenue — on  the  westerly  side  between  Mill  Street  and  Atherton’s 
store 

Mill  Street — between  the  arch  and  Union  Street 

On  County  Street,  between  the  river  bridge  and  along  the  Wilmarth  property, 
fire  alarm  duct,  and  city  elimination  of  iron  gutter  covers  and  bridge  fill  settle- 
ment, allowed  this  replacement  to  be  included  in  the  E.  R.  A.  project. 


WEST  STREET  CONSTRUCTION 

Repeatedly  and  often  for  the  past  several  years  this  department  has  been 
vitally  interested  to  the  extent  of  recommending  the  improvement  of  West 
Street  between  North  Main  and  Water  Streets.  In  other  years,  while  we  were 
able  to  obtain  a portion  of  the  surface  water  drainage  improvement  desired,  the 
rail  problem  always  seemed  to  crop  up  to  defeat  the  main  objective,  that  of 
excellent  surfacing  and  sidewalk  outlining  and  finish. 

Earlier  in  1934  efforts  had  been  made  to  coordinate  an  E.  R.  A.  project  to 
cover  this  street  surfacing  but  with  the  Federal  government  objecting  to  the 
railway  situation  this  had  to  be  given  up  for  the  moment. 

With  the  rail  removal  on  West  Street  and  North  Avenue  finally  assured  the 
urgency  of  improving  West  Street  was  once  more  brought  to  the  front.  On 
November  15,  1934,  the  sum  of  $15,000.00  was  transferred  from  the  Excess  and 
Deficiency  account  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  cost  of  construction  of  a stand- 
ard penetration  type  pavement  on  West  Street  between  North  Main  and  W ater 
Streets.  This  was  less  than  the  engineer’s  estimate  for  the  construction  of  this 
street. 

The  gravel  refill  following  rail  removal  not  having  been  completed  and  the 
cold  weather  setting  in,  the  progress  which  had  been  initiated  on  this  project  was 
delayed  to  the  coming  year. 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  LOWER  PARK  STREET 

It  has  been  reported  that  people  along  Park  Street  to  Briggs  Corner  who  had 
clamored  for  the  rail  removal,  which  was  accomplished  under  a C.  W . A.  project 
previously  reported,  had  stated  by  and  large  they  would  be  satisfied  for  a con- 
siderable time  with  this  work,  as  far  as  the  roadway  was  concerned.  Having 
seen  their  primary  desire  accomplished,  however,  in  very  human  fashion  their 
dissatisfaction  toward  an  unbalanced  road  section  and  surface  was  quickly 
organized  into  another  appeal. 

This  department  had  anticipated  from  the  wealth  of  its  experience  what 
would  happen  and  had  already  endeavored  to  have  the  original  rail  removal  and 
gravel  refill  project  extended  so  that  Park  Street,  especially  lower  Park  Street, 
could  be  put  into  such  shape  as  would  satisfy  those  whose  transportation  and 
property  were  served  by  it.  Federal  regulations  in  force  at  the  time  prevented 
the  extension  sought.  This  sort  of  project  was  taken  up  in  several  other  forms — 
without  success.  Meanwhile,  the  combination  had  been  successfully  traced  on 
the  South  Main  Street  surfacing  project  between  Lamb  Street  and  Thacher 
Brook  which  obtained  Federal  aid  for  the  results  we  desired. 

Work  on  Park  Street  was  actually  started  by  the  department  on  maintenance 
funds,  pending  a final  decision.  This  crowding  with  other  evidence  assembled 
resulted  in  an  approved  E.  R.  A.  project. 
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The  work  was  in  full  swing  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  running  between  Briggs 
Corner  and  the  Sanitarium.  The  question  of  where  at  the  Sanitarium  the  work 
would  stop  made  essential  very  close  observation  of  the  expenditure  of  the  funds 
available  with  the  net  result  that  finally  the  work  was  completed  between  Briggs 
Corner  and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Sanitarium,  giving  us  about  31,000 
square  yards  of  surfacing  at  a very  reasonable  cost. 

The  work  consisted  of  scarifying,  excavating  and  grading  the  gravel  road 
already  in,  reshaping  it  to  the  best  section  obtainable  in  accordance  with  our 
experience  and  the  engineer’s  grade,  completing  the  graveling  and  new  section 
where  needed,  followed  by  the  application  of  two  tar  treatments.  Gutters  were 
outlined,  sidewalks  edged  and  graveled,  and  stumps  removed,  giving  us  the 
kind  of  job  which  would  tide  us  over  reasonably  for  a f ew  years  and  one  which  the 
city  government  decided  they  could  afford  at  this  time.  It  will  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  department  recommended  a stone  penetration  road  which,  while 
it  would  have  been  more  expensive,  could  have  been  reduced  if  we  were  able  to 
interest  the  County  and  State  in  contributing  toward  the  cost  under  an  Aid 
chapter. 

Positive  limitations  set  by  available  funds  for  purposes  of  this  kind,  in  view 
of  an  endeavor  to  maintain  a tax-rate,  is  convincing  that  the  government  was 
trying  to  avoid  real  estate  confiscation  and  had  considerable  to  do,  so  I am  in- 
formed, with  the  choice  of  the  type  of  job. 

I recommend  sewer  and  drains  be  carried  out  along  Park  Street  at  the 
intersection  with  Maple  Street  and  a layout  be  accepted,  worthy  of  the  importance 
and  use  of  this  section,  carrying  all  underground  structures  projected  for  the 
next  two  decades,  so  that  this  portion  of  the  street  may  be  improved. 


H-  STONE 

The  revolving  account  of  stone  in  the  amount  of  $2,000.00  carried  for  years 
regularly  for  the  especial  benefit  of  our  departmental  work  served  its  usual  useful 
purpose  for  the  current  year.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  after  accrued 
accounts  were  paid,  during  the  year  the  department  obtained  the  benefit  from 
material  present  over  and  above  that  which  was  charged  off  to  cover  the  expenses 
of  obtaining  stone  products  from  our  crushers.  This  benefit  was  well  distributed 
through  our  work. 

***** 


Please  be  informed  the  conservative  policies  of  our  community,  in  face  of  the 
odds  of  the  record-breaking  depression  we  are  passing  through,  to  sustain  the 
exceptional  reputation  and  credit  of  the  municipality,  are  indeed  solidly  sup- 
ported and  contributed  to  by  the  marvelous  record  the  Public  Works  Department 
has  made  during  this  year.  Nervous  stress,  leading  to  hysteria  in  management 
under  the  exceedingly  heavy  pressure  of  our  local  economic  problem,  has  been 
avoided.  The  practical  working  out  of  our  Federal  aid,  for  such  portion  of  it  as 
was  applied  to  work  supervised  by  this  department  was  so  handled  as  to  give  a 
direct  benefit  to  the  community  and  those  tax-payers  who  support  it. 

The  policies  controlling  Federal  aid  are  beyond  any  control  of  this  depart- 
ment. These  policies  having  been  set,  however,  the  success  of  the  department 
in  obtaining  definite  permanency  to  the  improvements  noted  from  a number  of 
our  projects  should  be  recorded,  as  the  completion  of  this  type  of  project  will 
will  continue  to  earn  for  the  community  on  an  investment  basis  long  after 
the  depression  is  over.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  department  that  a 
consistent  plan  of  improvement  of  our  highway  system  be  carried  out  with  such 
aid  as  can  be  obtained  with  the  full  forces  of  the  city  government  from  all  of  the 
agencies  legally  permitted  to  contribute  aid  thereto. 

The  progressive  elimination  of  the  street  car  rails  from  our  highways  should 
be  maintained  with  full  advantage  being  taken  by  improving  the  surface  available 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


245 


to  carry  our  vehicular  traffic.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  this 
work  that  the  preliminary  steps,  especially  if  Federal  funds  are  solicited,  over- 
coming and  surmounting  obstacles,  legal  or  otherwise,  absorb  considerable  time 
and  constitute  a lot  of  real  work. 

While  it  is  true  slackening  of  construction  has  reduced  the  new  water  service 
work,  this  should  not  be  allowed  to  blind  us  to  the  need  for  bringing  our  main 
line  plant,  equipment  and  structures  up  to  date,  thus  permitting  the  community 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  benefits  not  now  available. 

In  considering  our  highway  problem  and  our  water  problem  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  it  is  essentially  important  that  our  sanitary  sewer  system  and  surface 
water  drainage  be  given  the  full  and  sensible  consideration  which  their  expansion 
and  improvement  warrant  in  order  that  expense,  due  to  poor  co-ordination  of  these 
public  works,  may  be  avoided. 

The  urgency  and  benefit  of  a proper  housing  program  for  the  needs  of  the 
department  is  once  more  stressed. 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  in  spite  of  the  grave  added  work  burden  and  much 
increased  responsibility,  due  to  our  aid  projects  which  have  been  taken  care  of  in 
addition  to  our  regular  duties,  no  extra  stipend  from  the  Federal  government 
or  otherwise  has  been  paid  to  our  regular  forces.  Analytically  the  regular 
organization,  headed  by  the  writer,  assumed  the  added  work  and  responsibility 
at  a definite  sacrifice  to  themselves,  not  only  in  time  but  in  energy  and  nervous 
strain,  without  even  the  additional  recompense  to  date  of  a governmental  “Thank 
you.” 

We  have  maintained  the  integrity  of  our  service  even  throughout  this  ex- 
pansion. I deem  it  a privilege  to  gratefully  thank  each  and  every  one  who  has 
contributed  much  or  little  toward  our  outstanding  success,  which  is  none  the  less 
real  even  though  unadvertised. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  JOHN  O.  TABER,  Jr. 

Superintendent  Public  Works. 
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EXPENDITURES  1934— PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 
Charges  to  December  31,  1934 

General  Administration 

Superintendent’s  Salary $ 3, 511. 84 

Engineer’s  Salary,  Asst.  Engineer,  Rodman,  Etc.. . . 7,360.38 

Clerical  labor 3,883.24 

Engineering  Supplies 115.59 

Office  Supplies 206.63 

Insurance 47.80 

Superintendent’s  Auto  Maintenance 67.15 

Rent 756.00 

Light 23.85 

Telephone 99.84 

Incidentals 1.85  $ 16,074.17 


Highway  Division 

Resurfacing 15,832.75 

Drains 5,351.56 

Street  Sweeping 507.56 

Street  Patching 3,973.24 

Street  Cleaning 1 ,970 . 80 

Sidewalk  Maintenance 1,035.70 

Equipment,  maintenance  and  repair 453 . 55 

Road  Rollers 547 . 79 

Auto  Maintenance 535.97 

Road  Oil  and  Tar 6,032.84 

Bridges,  fences  and  culverts 825 . 10 

Crushers 1,499.88 

Ten  Mile  River  and  Thacher  BrooK 31.11 

Insurance 830 . 58 

Rent,  Maynard  Street  Land 69.60 

Vacations 164.18 

Signs,  Clocks  and  Numbers 306.68 

Incidentals 52.75 

Snow  and  Ice 5,876.85 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 3,747 . 18  49,645 . 67 


Ne w E quipment 5 , 000 . 00 

Street  Lighting 28,340.47 


Water  Division 

M aintenance  Payroll 8, 988  26 

M aintenance  M aterial 1 , 360 . 1 5 

New  Meters 1,231 .58 

Services 1,624.92 

Shop  and  Barn 406.28 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 67.11 

Main  Line  Maintenance 1,556.93 

Auto  Operation 909 . 25 

Insurance 1 , 280 . 33 

Taxes 299 . 48 

Incidentals 8.96 

Emergency  Thawing 728.60  18,461.85 
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Main  Line  Extension 1,250.00 

Newport  Avenue  Main  Line  Extension  (C.  W.  A.  & 

E.  R.  A.) 5,306.50 

Water  Main  Extension  and  Replacement  in  Emory 

and  Pine  Streets 43.59 

Newport  Avenue  Water  Main 48.61 

Pumping  Station  Division . 

Payroll 6,892.63 

Fuel 7,771.78 

Oil 157.76 

Pumps 307.14 

Boilers 548.99 

Cleaning  Filter  Beds 115.19 

Care  of  Equipment,  Grounds  and  Beds 466 . 86 

Light 130.65 

Phone 217.00 

Incidentals 31.20  16,639.20 


Sewer  Division 

Filter  Beds 3,429.27 

Repair  and  Care  of  Sewers 470 . 73  3,900 . 00 


Shaw  Avenue  Sewer 118.15 

Rifle  Range 131.19 

City  Survey 114.41 

North  Main  Street  and  Commonwealth  Avenue 

Widening 54.50 

Emory  and  Pine  Street  Improvement 65.32 

Elmwood  Avenue  Construction 9.67 

Construction  of  Bushee  Street 143.68 

Park  Street  Reconstruction 216.70 

Construction  of  Hazel  Street 497.42 

Construction  of  Walls — Hawthorne  Street 5.47 

Adamsdale  Avenue  Reconstruction 378 . 94 

Olive  and  Thacher  Street  Bridge 1,500.00 

West  Street  Construction 175.52 

Ashton  Road  Construction 6.39 

Equipment  Repair 148 . 86 

Sedan  Repair 446 . 87 

Olive,  County  and  Eldredge  Streets  E.R.A.  Drainage . . 1,021 . 00 

First,  County  and  Highland  Streets  E.R.A.  Drainage  . 1,384 . 25 

Oak,  Pleasant,  Horton  Streets  and  Gustin  Avenue 

E.  R.  A.  Drainage 3,353.78 

Reconstruction  of  Lower  Park  Street  (E.  R.  A.) 4,008.85 

North  Avenue  Gravel  (E.  R.  A.) 93.70 

E.  R.  A.  Sidewalk  Project 382.50 

North  Avenue  E.  R.  A.  Drainage 1,796.74 


$160,763.97 

H — Resurfacing 

Brown  Street 228.31 

Clif ton  Street 37.28 

County  and  Tiffany  Streets 707.89 

County  Street  at  First  Street 216.94 

County  Street  at  Second  Street 116.31 

East  Street 491.52 
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Lindsey  Street 44.99 

North  Avenue 932 . 80 

Oak  Hill  Avenue 1,040.95 

Park  Street  Cat  Briggs  Corner) 573.54 

Park  Street  (lower)  No.  1 164.22 

ParK  Street  (from  Brook  to  Sturdy  St.)  No.  2 899.95 

South  Main  Strejet  A-4 844.22 

South  Main  Street  B-4 4,068.28 

South  Main  Street  B-5 2,030.40 

South  Main  Street  B-6 1,408.48 

Thacher  Street 71.51 

West  Street  ( widening) 79.45 

West  Street  (from  North  Main  St.  to  North  Ave  ) . 152.65 

Wilmarth  Street 154.18  14,263.87 


K — Resurfacing  ''repairing  frost-heaves,  washouts,  etc.) 

Bliss  Avenue .56 

Brown  Street 81.09 

Carpenter  Street 3.31 

Clif ton  Street 50.78 

County  Street 59.51 

Holden  Street 11.69 

Horton  Street. . 2.24 

Lindsey  Street 6.09 

Maple  Street 17.29 

Mechanic  Street 3.56 

North  Main  Street 5.78 

Oak  Hill  Avenue 17.32 

. Park  Street .45 

Railroad  Avenue 8.96 

Read  Street 1.40 

School  Street 13.60 

Second  Street 3.72 

Pearl  Street 2.93 

Thacher  Street 135.55 

West  Street. 1.71 

South  Main  Street 7.03 

South  Avenue 3.56 

Pleasant  Street .97  439 . 10 


General 1,129.78 


Total $ 15,832.75 


DRAINS  MAINTENANCE 
South  Main  and  Chester  Streets  (C.  W.  A.) 


Labor $ 442 . 56 

Material 349 . 48  792 . 04 


Peck  Avenue,  Peck  and  Benefit  Streets  (C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.) 


Labor 300.21 

Material 951.35  1,251.56 


Olive,  County  and  Eldredge  Streets  (E.  R.  A.) 


Labor 108.75 

Material 2.04  110.79 
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First  County  and  Highland  Streets  (E.  R.  A.) 

Labor 293.08 

Material 10.00  303.08 


Park  Street  at  Robbins  Street  (E.  R.  A.) 

Labor 

Material 

31.68 

24.03 

55.71 

North  Avenue  and  West  Street  (E.  R.  A.) 

Labor 

Material 

193.85 

.15 

194 . 00 

Park  Street  at  Briggs  Corner 

Labor 

Material 

7.95 

1.15 

9.10 

Oak  Pleasant,  Horton  Streets  and  Gustin  Avenue  (E.  R.  A.) 

Labor 214.78 


Mechanics  Street  (Third  and  Fourth  Streets)  (E.  R.  A.) 


Labor 

Material 

3.40 

1,822.53 

1,825.93 

Drain  and  Basin  Repair 

Labor 

Material 

17.25 

38.70 

55.95 

Cleaning  Catch  Basins  etc. 

Labor 

Material 

403.96 

104.11 

508.07 

General 

Labor 

Material 

6.42 

24.13 

30.55 

5,351.56 

Labor 

Material 

STREET  SWEEPING 

507.56 

Labor 

Material 

STREET  CLEANING 

780.63 

1,190.17 

1,970.80 

STREET  PATCHING 
(Bituminous  and  Gravel) 
Labor  and  Material  Account 


538 . 83  T.  No.  2 Stone  and  306 . 25  T.  Peastone 966 . 60 

6,215  Gals.  Asphalt  Patch 652.59 

1,008  Gals.  Tarvia  K P 136.32 

398  Gals.  Asphalt  Binder  “C” 42.58 

TrucK  and  horse  operating  charges 267 . 44 

Miscellaneous — Sand,  Grave)  and  small  items 97.61 

Labor — mixing,  placing  and  handling  material 1,810. 10 


3,973.24 
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SIDEWALK  MAINTENANCE 

Labor  and  Material 

Labor 647.20 

Material 388.50  1,035.70 


EQUIPMENT  MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIR 

Labor 129.56 

Material 323.99  453.55 


ROAD  ROLLERS 

Labor 117.59 

Material 430.20  547.79 


AUTO  MAINTENANCE 

Repairs,  general  maintenance,  etc 535.97 

ROAD  OIL  AND  TAR 

Oil,  Tar  and  Sand 

Labor 514.06 

Material 4,743.40  5,257.46 


General 

Labor 7.31 

Material 768.07  775.38  6,032.84 


BRIDGES,  FENCES  AND  CULVERTS 

Guard  Fence  Repair  and  Maintenance 

Labor 68.50 

Material 75.50  144.00 


Culvert  Extensions,  Replacements  and  Head- walls 

Labor 19.36 

Material 313.25  332.61 


Bridge  Repairs 

Labor 40.05 

Material 279.06  319.11 


General  Account 

Labor 5.22 

Material 24.16  29.38  825.10 


CRUSHERS 

Labor 74.44 

Material 1,425.44  1,499.88 
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TEN  MILE  RIVER  AND  THACHER  BROOK 


Labor 14.30 

Materia] 16.81  31.11 


SIGNS,  CLOCK  AND  NUMBERS 

Signs,  new  signs,  erection,  etc 176.50 

Clock 128.98 

Numbers,  etc 1.20  306.68 


SNOW  AND  ICE 


Labor 3,237.26 

Material 2,639.59  5,876.85 


SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING 

Labor 842.29 

Material: 

Curbing — straight,  circle  and  returns  . . 884 . 28 

Recording  assessments 15.53 

Cement  and  Coloring 1,016.41 

Sand,  gravel  and  stone 275 . 37 

Miscellaneous 713.30  2,904.89  3,747.18 


Curbing  List: 

Street 

Elizabeth  Street 
Olive  Street 


Linear  Feet 

. 95.89 
. 38.55 


Total 


134.44 


Curbing  authorized  and  purchased  in  1934  but  not  completed:** 

Street  Linear  Feet 


Dennis  Street 56.73 

Franklin  Street 48.63 

Lincoln  Avenue 546 . 68 


Total 652.04 

**Will  be  reported  in  1935. 

Granolithic  Sidewalks : 


Location : 

Walks 

Drives 

Sq.  Yards 

Sq.  Yards 

Emory  Street 

35.05 

County  Street 

67.73 

Olive  Street 

91.76 

16.15 

Pine  Street 

68.70 

14.70 

South  Main  Street 

89.61 

Totals 

352.85 

30.85 

(Streets  authorized  12/10/34  but  not  completed  in  1934 — these  will  be  re- 
ported on  in  1935.) 

Dennis  Street 
Franklin  Street 
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Granolithic  Sidewalks  (E.  R.  A.): 

South  Main  Street  (under  arch  and  south  of 


bridge) 125.67 

Mill  Street  (under  arch) 85.85 

Railroad  Avenue  (east  side) 250.00 

Peck  Street  (Bank  St.  School) 116.31 

Prospect  and  Fourth  Streets  (Capron  SchooB  155.33 

Starkey  Avenue  (School) 67.60 

County,  Fifth  and  Prospect  Streets  (High 

School) 645.66  9.95 

North  Main  Street  (American  Legion) 110.90 

Park  Street  (Bliss  School) 180.06  18.20 

Parker  and  Carpenter  Streets  (Carpenter 

Street  School) 190.78 

Thacher  Street  (Tiffany  School) 95.51  26.58 


Totals 2,023.67  54.73 

Granolithic  Sidewalks  (Placed  on  account  of  E.  R.  A.  jobs.) 

Park  Street  (at  Sturdy  Hospital) 35.86 

Olive  Street  (near  County  Street) 3.28 


39.14 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

Comparison  of  Itemized  Expenditures  for  1920- 1932- 1933  and  1934 


1920 

Resurfacing S 13,850 . 45 

Drains  Maintenance 1,556.53 

Street  Sweeping 2,61 1 . 32 

Street  Patching 9,572 . 84 

Street  Cleaning 7, 998 . 46 

Sidewalk  Maintenance. . . 5,142.73 

Equipment,  Maintenance 

and  Repair 

Road  Rollers 1,757.95 

Auto  Maintenance 726.70 

Road  Oil  and  Tar 22,188.37 

Bridges,  Fences  and  Cul- 
verts   608 . 04 

Crushers 185.42 

Ten  Mile  River  and 

Thacher  Brook 711.26 

Insurance 2,062 . 41 

Rent  Maynard  St.  Land  69.60 

Vacations 393.28 

Signs,  Clock  & Numbers.  344  00 

Incidentals 

Snow  and  Ice 11,073.23 

Unexpended  Bal.  of  1919 

Appropriation 19,981 . 13 

Deferred  Parn,  Stone  & 

Gravel  Charges 955  95 

Crosswalks 222 . 1 1 


1932 

1933 

1934 

$ 7,707. 

.43  $ 6,388.62 

$ 15,832 

.75 

2,323 

.26 

4,306.60 

5,351 

56 

1,500 

.00 

1,200.00 

507 

.56 

4,445 

.10 

4,432.85 

3,973 

.24 

1,834 

73 

1,726.27 

1,970 

.80 

2,500 

.09 

1,199.91 

1,035 

.70 

251 

.72 

284.45 

453 

.55 

271 

.63 

92.14 

547 

.79 

425 

.22 

738.53 

535 

.97 

6,660 

43 

7,060.03 

6,032 

.84 

704 

.62 

880.60 

825, 

.10 

91. 

39 

238.33 

1,499 

.88 

63. 

58 

143.57 

31 

.11 

1,135. 

13 

749 . 55 

830 

58 

69. 

60 

69.60 

69. 

60 

692 

53 

297 . 52 

164 

is 

202 

.10 

155.85 

306 

.68 

13 

.30 

6.86 

52 

.75 

2,867. 

19 

4,499.54 

5,876. 

.85 
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Care  of  Common 335 . 85 

Express,  Freight,  etc 349.65 


$102,697.28  $ 33,759.05  $ 34,470.82  $ 45,898.49 

*1,452.04  **20,771.98 


Net  for  annual  comparison $ 33,018.78  $ 25,126.51 

New  Equipment  (listed 
as  Machinery  and  Tools 

1920) 3,665.80  1,000.00  0.00  5,000.00 


***$106,363.08  $ 34,759.05  $ 33,018.78  $ 30,126.51 

*Highway  Maintenance  Accounts  used  for  City’s  contribution  to  C.  W.  A. 
**Highway  Maintenance  Accounts  used  for  City’s  contribution  to  C.  W.  A.  and 
E.  R.  A. 

***These  totals  exclude  Sidewalks  and  Curbing. 


Sidewalk  Maintenance — Streets  Worked  on: 

Benefit  Street 

County  Street 

Dunham  and  Pine  Streets 

East  Street  (C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.) 

First  Street 
Gardner  Street 
Horton  Street 

Hospital  (E.  R.  A.)  Dunham  Street  side 
Lincoln  Avenue 
Mendon  Road  (E.  R.  A.) 

Newport  Avenue  (C.  W.  A.) 

North  Avenue  (E.  R.  A.) 

North  Main  and  Hope  Streets 
Park  Street  (C.  W.  A.) 

(Park  Street  (lo\^er) — (E.  R.  A.) 

Peck  Street 
Pine  Street 

Pleasant  Street  (E.  R.  A.) 

Shaw  Street 

Shaw  Avenue  and  Oak  Street 
South  Main  Street  B-4  (E.  R.  A.) 

South  Main  Street 
Thacher  Street  (E.  R.  A.) 

Third  Street 

Washington  Street  (C.  W.  A.) 

West  Street  (E.  R.  A.) 


NORTH  MAIN  STREET  AND  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  WIDENING 

Labor $ 4.50 

Material 50.00  $ 54.50 


EMORY  AND  PINE  STREET  IMPROVEMENT 


Labor 4.50 

Material 60.82  65.32 
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ELMWOOD  AVENUE  CONSTRUCTION 

Labor 9.67 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  BUSHEE  STREET 

Labor 24.81 

Material 118.87  143.68 


PARK  STREET  RECONSTRUCTION 

Labor 31.20 

Material 185.50  216.70 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  HAZEL  STREET 

% 

Labor 120.95 

Material 376.47  497.42 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  WALLS— HAWTHORNE  STREET 

Labor 5.47 

FIRST,  COUNTY  AND  HIGHLAND  STREETS  E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

Labor 3.94 

Material 1,380.31  1,384.25 


OLIVE,  COUNTY  AND  ELDREDGE  STREETS  E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

Labor 12.38 

Material 1,008.62  1,021.00 


NORTH  AVENUE  E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

Labor 15.99 

Material 1,780.75  1,796.74 


OAK,  PLEASANT,  HORTON  STREETS  AND  GUSTIN  AVENUE 
E.  R.  A.  DRAINAGE 

Labor 39.41 

Material 3,314.37  3,353.78 
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ASHTON  ROAD  CONSTRUCTION 

Material 6.39 

E.  R.  A.  SIDEWALK  PROJECT 

Material 382 . 50 

ADAMSDALE  AVENUE  RECONSTRUCTION 

Labor 68.23 

Material 310.71  378.94 


NORTH  AVENUE  GRAVEL 

Material 93.70 

SEDAN  REPAIR 

Material 446 . 87 

WEST  STREET  CONSTRUCTION 

Labor 75.99 

Material 99.53  175.52 


OLIVE  AND  THACHER  STREET  BRIDGE 

Olive  Street 

Labor $154.81 

Material 977.58 


Thacher  Street 

Labor 67.92 

Material 299.69 

367.61  1,500.00 


EQUIPMENT  REPAIR 
('Portable  Boiler) 

Labor 8.56 

Material 140.30  148.86 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  LOWER  PARK  STREET 
E.  R.  A. 

Labor 948.66 

Material 3,060.19  4,008.85 


256 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


STREET  LIGHTING 
Number  and  kind  of  lights  in  use  January  1 1934: 


Kind  Number 

Cost 

1000  C.  P.  86 

$90 . 00  each 

1000  C.  P.  29 

30 . 00  each 

250  C.  P.  1 

45 . 00  each 

100  C.  P.  46 

30 . 00  each 

60  C.  P.  i071 

16.50  each 

60  C.  P.  20 

16 . 50  each 

Street  Lights  placed  during  1934: 

Date  Placed 

C.  P. 

March  16,  1934 

60 

March  16,  1934 

60 

March  16,  1934 

60 

March  16,  1934 

60 

March  16,  1934 

60 

March  16,  1934 

60 

March  16,  1934 

60 

March  16,  1934 

60 

May  1,  1934 

60 

May  1,  1934 

60 

May  1,  1934 

60 

May  1,  1934 

60 

May  1,  1934 

100 

May  1,  1934 

60 

Mav  1,  1934 

60 

May  1,  1934 

60 

May  1,  1934 

60 

June  29,  1934 

60 

June  29,  1934 

60 

July  23,  1934 

60 

August  24,  1934 

60 

August  24,  1934 

60 

September  27,  1934 

60 

September  27,  1934 

60 

September  27,  1934 

60 

September  27,  1934 

60 

September  27,  1934 

60 

October  25,  1934 

60 

October  25,  1934 

60 

October  25,  1934 

60 

October  25,  1934 

60 

October  25,  1934 

60 

October  25,  1934 

60 

October  25,  1934 

60 

November  30,  1934 

60 

November  30,  1934 

60 

November  30,  1934 

60 

November  30,  1934 

60 

November  30,  1934 

60 

November  30,  1934 

60 

November  30,  1934 

60 

December  3,  1934 

60 

December  24,  1934 

60 

December  24,  1934 

60 

December  24,  1934 

60 

December  24,  1934 

60 

Sunset  to  11:30  p.  m. 

11:30  p.  m.  to  sunrise 
All  night  light 
All  night  lights 
All  night  lights 

All  night  lights  under  railroad  arches 


Street 

75  Turner  Street 
22  Peck  Street 
6 Perrin  Street 
22  Florence  Street 
Highland  Avenue 
840  South  Main  Street 
157  Pleasant  Street 
Hebron  Avenue 

W est  Street  (1st  from  No.  Main) 
So.  Main  Street  fopp.  C.  Thacher) 

77  Benefit  Street 
88  Dean  Street 

No.  Main  Street  (opp.  Peck) 

458  Newport  Avenue 

First  Street  (1st  from  County) 
Cumberland  Ave  at  H.  Blanchard 
Holden  Street  Near  No.  58 
69  Hope  Street 

Foster  and  Dean  Streets 
Northerly  side  of  Turner  Street 
Upland  Road 
Tappan  Avenue 
W7est  Street  at  No.  990 
Newport  Avenue 
Foley  Street 
Bicknell  Street 
Bicknell  Street 
Oak  Street 
Dunham  Street 
Orange  Street 
WTest  Street 
WTebber  Avenue 
Claflin  Street  in  front  of  No.  9 
Holden  Street  in  front  of  No.  32 
Pleasant  Street 
Angell  Street 
Hope  Street 
Lincoln  Avenue 
41  John  Street 
Bank  Street 
South  Main  Street 
Ashton  Road 
North  Main  Street 
Payson  Street 
South  Main  Street 
Fisher  Avenue 
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Number  and  kind  of  lights  in  use  December  31  1934: 


Kind 

Number 

Cost 

1000  C.  P. 

86 

$90 . 00  each 

1000  C.  P. 

29 

30 . 00  each 

250  C.  P. 

1 

45 . 00  each 

100  C.  P. 

47 

30 . 00  each 

60  C.  P. 

1116 

16.50  each 

60  C.  P. 

20 

16.50  each 

Sunset  to  11:30  p.  m. 

11 :30  p.  m.  to  sunrise 
All  night  light 
All  night  lights 
All  night  lights 

All  night  lights  under  railroad  arches 


SEWERS— MAINTENANCE  AND  OPERATION 

Caretaker  at  Beds $1,226.80 


• Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  Beds 


Labor $1,334.14 

Material 675.45  2,009.59 

Insurance 104.18 


Taxes 

Town  of  SeeKonK 72.50 

City  of  Pawtucket 16.20  88.70 


Maintenance  and  Operation  of  Sewer  System 

Labor 93.39 

Material 277.34 

City  of  Attleboro — Water  Charge 100.00  470.73  3,900.00 


SHAW  AVENUE  SEWER 


Labor 39.88 

Material 78.27  118.15 


SEWER  CONNECTIONS 


Total  connections  January  1,  1934  1828  Buildings  served 2040 

Connections  added  during  1934 ...  23  23 

1851  2063 


1934  Sewer  Extensions 
Shaw  Avenue — 101.38  lin.  ft.  6 Y’s.  1 manhole. 


1934  MAIN  LINE  EXTENSIONS  AND  REPLACEMENTS 
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PERMANENT  IMPROVEMENTS 
Main  Line  Maintenance 

Replaced  Hydrants: 

Total  Cost 

Pleasant  Street  opposite  Forest  Street — replaced  5”  Ludlow  hydrant — 

3- Way  5’  bury  with  5”  Corey  hydrant,  2- Way  with  1 steamer  nozzle 

5’  bury $82.80 

South  Main  Street  near  Spring  Street — replaced  4 ’ Ludlow  hydrant — 

3- Way  5’  bury  with  5”  Corey  hydrant,  2-W  ay  with  1 steamer  nozzle 

5'  bury 101.44 

Relocate  Hydrant : 

Corner  Tiffany  and  County  Streets — 4”  2- Way  Corey  hydrant  5’  bury . 27.24 

Replaced  Hydrant  and  Cut  in  4”  Gate: 

Summer  Street  opposite  Mary  Street — replaced  4”  Mossberg  hydrant — 

2- Way  5’  bury  with  4”  Corey  hydrant,  2- Way  5’  bury,  and  cut  in  4” 


gate 93.56 

Gate  Cut  In: 

South  Main  Street  near  Spring  Street — 12”  gate 120.95 

Gate  Replaced: 

Second  Street  corner  Jefferson  Street — 6”  gate 49.11 

Lower  Hydrant  Branches  and  6”  Main: 

H orton  Street — lower  6’  ’ main  and  hydrant  branch  f or  drain 93.00 

North  Ave.  at  West  Street — lower  hydrant  branch  and  put  2-ft.  exten- 
sion on  5 Corey  hydrant — 3- Way  5’  bury 58.58 

Pipe  Extensions: 

South  Main  Street  at  Spring  Street — extended  6”  pipe  into  Spring 

Street  to  replace  1 1-2”  pipe  within  street  return 81.01 

South  Main  Street  at  Short  Street — 6”  pipe  into  Short  Street 86.36 


Totals $794.05 

MAIN  LINE  MAINTENANCE 

Labor 

Line  Gate  Leaks $ 10.46 

Cutting  in  Gates  and  extending  hydrant  positions 116.38 

Miscellaneous  main  line  repairs  560 . 36  $ 687 . 20 


Material 

Hydrants  and  hydrant  parts 381.31 

Valves 94.66 

Fittings  and  fixtures 150.79 

Lead 32.36 

Gasoline 14.94 

Meals  on  account  of  emergency  work 22.30 

Packing 6.86 

Miscellaneous 166.51  869.73 


$1,556.93 

NEWPORT  AVENUE  MAIN  LINE  EXTENSION 
(C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.) 

Labor $ 598.81 

Material 4,707.69  5,306.50 


NEWPORT  AVENUE  WATER  MAIN 

Material 48.61 

EXTENSION  AND  REPLACEMENT  IN  EMORY  AND  PINE  STREETS 

Material 43.59 


NEW  SERVICES— 1934 
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Month 

PUMPING  STATION 
Snow  Pump — South  Attleboro  Station 
Totals  Per  Month 

Coal  Con- 

Hours  Pumping  sumed,  lbs. 

Gallons 

Pumped 

Venturi 

Meter 

January 

391  hrs.  45  min. 

98,000 

30,859,000 

February 

86,700 

26,023,000 

March 

377  hrs.  40  min. 

94,200 

28,888,000 

April 

404  hrs.  20  min. 

97,500 

31,420,000 

May 

417  hrs.  25  min. 

104,400 

35,162,000 

June 

384  hrs.  20  min. 

99,900 

31,135,000 

July 

406  hrs.  25  min. 

107,005 

32,583,000 

August 

394  hrs.  40  min. 

101,400 

29,980,000 

September 

410  hrs.  35  min. 

101,700 

33,225,000 

October 

436  hrs.  35  min. 

103,255 

34,856,000 

November 

415  hrs.  25  min. 

98,100 

33,724,000 

December 

422  hrs.  15  min. 

102,000 

32,398,000 

Totals 

1,194,160 

380,253,000 

Month 

PUMPING  STATION 
Snow  Pump — South  Attleboro  Station 
Daily  Averages  Per  Month 

Coal  Con- 

Hours  Pumping  sumed.  lbs. 

Gallons 

Pumped 

Venturi 

Meter 

January 

12  hrs.  38  min. 

3,161 

995,451 

February 

12  hrs.  6 min. 

3,096 

929,393 

March 

12  hrs.  11  min. 

3,039 

931,871 

April 

13  hrs.  29  min. 

3,250 

1,047,333 

May 

13  hrs.  28  min. 

3,368 

1,134,258 

June 

12  hrs.  49  min. 

3,330 

1,037,833 

July 

13  hrs.  7 min. 

3,452 

1,051,065 

August 

12  hrs.  44  min. 

3,271 

967,097 

September 

13  hrs.  41  min. 

3,390 

1,107,500 

October 

14  hrs.  5 min. 

3,331 

1,124,387 

November 

13  hrs.  51  min. 

3,270 

1,124,133 

December 

13  hrs.  37  min. 

3,290 

1,045,097 

13  hrs.  9 min.  3,271 


Totals 


1,041,285 
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PUMPING  RECORDS 
Wading  River 
Totals  Per  Month 


Month 

Days 

Hours  Pumping 

Kilowatts 

Used 

Gallons 

Pumped 

January 

21 

163  hrs.  52  min. 

10,230 

5,058,000 

February 

28 

359  hrs.  15  min. 

22,400 

10,971,000 

March 

31 

401  hrs.  10  min. 

24,790 

12,357,000 

April 

12 

90  hrs.  50  min. 

5,920 

3,199,000 

May 

2 

9 hrs.  5 min. 

560 

284,000 

June 

26 

194  hrs.  30  min. 

11,790 

5,840,000 

July 

31 

376  hrs.  35  min. 

22,960 

11,525,000 

August 

19 

277  hrs.  40  min. 

17,160 

8,530,000 

September 

1 

11  hrs.  15  min. 

610 

281,000 

October 

1 

8 hrs. 

470 

223,000 

November 

1 

6 hrs.  45  min. 

390 

182,000 

December 

7 

50  hrs.  10  min. 

2,990 

1,514,000 

Totals .... 

1,949  hrs.  7 min. 

120,270 

59,964,000 

Month 

PUMPING  RECORDS 
Wading  River 
Daily  Averages  Per  Month 

Kilowatts 

Hours  Pumping  Used 

Gallons 

Pumped 

January 

7 hrs.  48  min. 

487 

240,857 

February 

12  hrs.  50  min. 

800 

391,821 

March 

800 

398,613 

April 

7 hrs.  34  min. 

493 

266,583 

May 

280 

142,000 

June 

7 hrs.  29  min. 

453 

224,615 

July 

12  hrs.  9 min. 

741 

371,710 

August 

14  hrs.  37  min. 

903 

448,947 

September 

11  hrs.  15  min. 

610 

281,000 

October 

8 hrs. 

470 

223,000 

November 

390 

182,000 

December 

7 hrs.  10  min. 

427 

216,286 

Totals 9 hrs.  25  min.  571 


282,286 
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Mondor,  Arthur  J.  172  Pleasant  Street  Jeweler  Attleboro 

Mondor,  Hector  P.  2 James  Street  Jeweler  Attleboro 

Money,  Lawrence  W.  9 Beacon  Street  Jeweler  Attleboro 

Mooney,  Timothy  78  Allen  Avenue  Laborer  Attleboro 

Moore,  Hugh  A.  686  Pleasant  Street  Jeweler  Attleboro 
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